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7 Length, after ae n 
- You have this long wiſhd-for WorK 
brought to an End. There remains 
nothing now, bur to anſwer a few 
Objections, which may be made againſt the - 
Contents of ſome Letters in all theſe Volumes, 
and particularly in the Two Laſt: As alſo, to 
give you an Account of what this Laſt Volume 
contains of Remarkable, more than was men- 
tion'd in the Preface to the Seventh: Some 


Things being therein omitted through Haſte and 
For gerfulneſs. 4 


As to the Objections ; Some People, more 


preciſe than they need to be, find Fault with + 


our Arabian, for the ſeeming Lewdneſs of his 
Sentiments, and profane Expretiions of God 


and his Works; laying, That he writes more 


like a Diſciple of Carneades and Epicurus, than 
of Mabomet ; who taught his Followers to 


Think and Speak with profound Veneration . 
of. the God- Head, and of all Saints and Pro- 


A. 3 phets, "I 
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hers. They add, That in ſome of his Letters be 
eems to Banter all Religion; whilſt in others, he 


_ appears like a Hypocrite, extravagamily De- 


vout and Zealous, even to the Heighth of Enthu- 


ſiaſm and Divine Madneſs. 


In anſwer to this; Tis deſir'd, That theſe 
Gentlemen will pleaſe to confider, That our 
Author, tho' a profeſs'd Mahometan, yer is a 
Man endu'd with Senſe and Reaſon, which he 
bad much improv'd by Reading of Hiſtories, 
by the Studies of Natural, Moral, and Political 
Things, and by his own Experimental Obſer- 
vations in the World, That therefore, when 


de ſeems to deſcant with an unwarrantable 


Libertiniſm, profanely Glancing with a Reli- 
gions Kind of Wantonneſs in Divine Matters; 
it onght not to be taken ſo much for his own 
proper direct Thoughts, as the Reſult of o- 


ther Mens Errors, and the Epidemical Miſ. 
takes and Superſtitions which have infected 


the World. So that he rather hints at what 
may be ſaid by Way of Inference from the 


Groundleſs Opinions of Men; than to aſſert 
any Thing poſitively himſelf in Diſhonour of 


the Deity, or True Religion. And he banters 
the Abuſes that are every where found 
in the Service of God, not the Service ir 
ſelf. In a Word, he appears, in all bis Let- 
ters, a Deiſt rather than an Atheiſt; as ſome 
would repreſent him. And it is well enough 
known, to thoſe who Travel in Turkey, and 


Converſe with Men of Senſe there, Thar there 


are Abundance of Deiſts among the Mahome- 
rans, as well as among us Chiiſtiars: And our 
Arabian demonſtrates, that he is ore of theſe; 

; 1 in 
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in thoſe very Letters, or Periods of Letters, 


where they tax him with Hypocrifie and Ex- 
travagant Devotion. For, being as it were, 


abſorp'd and ſwallow'd up in the profound 


Contemplation of the Divine Majefty, it is 
no wonder, that he breaks forth into Rap- 
tures of Love, and Extaſies of Admiration ; 


his Thoughts being all over irradiared with 
the Incomprehenſible and Eternal Splendors. 
And tis theſe tranſcendent Elevations of the 


Soul, which are the Cauſe of that Con- 
tempt and low Eſteem he ſhews toward 
the flat and inſipid Notions and Idea's which 


the Generality of Men have of the Creator 


of All Things. Tis this provokes him to 


mock and deride the Vanity of Human Tra- 
ditions and Ceremonies, the ridiculous Pomp 


and Pageantry of External Religion, which 


is apt to exhauſt the Vitals of true Genuine 


Piery, Devotion, and Virtue. 


Others are, or may be offended, at his 


Hiſtorical Letters of the Four Monarchies ; 
alledging, that theſe ate foreign to his Bu- 


fineſs, as an Agent incognito for the Grand 
Signior. The ſame Fault they find with his 
Deſcriptions, Characters, and Hiftories of tho 
preſent Common - wealths in Europe: His Pro- 
vince being to watch the Motions, Coun- 
ſels, and Tranſactions of the Living, and 
not to rehearſe the Facts and Exploits of 


| the Dead. ? 


In Anſwer to this; It ought to be confi- 
der'd, That tho" the Primary Deſign of the 
Ottoman Port in ſending this Arabian to Pars, 
. c Aa was, 


— 
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was, to penetrate into the Secrets of our Chri- 


ſtian Princes and States, and to return con- 
ſtant Intelligence thereof to the Divan; yet 
this did not hinder, but that he might hold a 


Correſpondence with his Private Friends in 


Turkey, and ſend them frequent Letters on 
what Subjects he pleas'd, or as he thought 


would moſt oblige them. Much leſs could he 


be excus'd from obeying the Orders he ex- 
prefly receiv'd from the Mufti, or any other 


Principal Miniſter of State, who ſhould re- 
quire him, at his Hours of Leiſure, to Tran- 
ſcribe either Ancient or Modern Hiſtories; or 
to draw Collections out of the moſt Eminent 
Greek and Roman Authors; knowing him to 
be skill'd in thoſe Obſolete Languages; and 
that ſuch Books were rare among the Turks, 


by reaſon that Printing is forbid throughout 


the Ottoman Empire. Therefore he cou'd do 
no leſs, in Duty and Common Civility, than 
Oblige the Mufti with an Abſtract of the 
Four Monarchies, which he himſelf had of. 
fer'd of his own Accord; and likewiſe gra- 
tify the Expectations of Hamet the Secreta- 
ry of State, who defird to be informed of 


the Governments, Laws, Religion, Cuſtoms, 


Manners, and Characters of us Europeans ; 


which our Arabian performd as well as he 


could, during his Life: And had he livd lon- 
ger, there is no doubt but he would have 


proceeded in Deſcribing England, Denmark , 


Swedeland, Ruſſia, Poland, Hungary, and all the 


other Countries which he had nor rouch'd up- 


on. But it ſeems, he was ſnatch'd away by ſome - 
ſudden and ſurpriſing - Fate, tho' not altogether . 
4 — i | | » un- 
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unforeſeen. For he all along intimates, that he 
had ſome Preſages of being made a Sacrifice; 
eſpecially, when he heard of the ſudden Death, 
or Diſappearance at leaſt, of his Correſpon- 
dent, Nathan Ben Saddi, the Jew at Vienna. 
For then he plainly tells his Friend Oglou in a 
Letter, that he ſuſpected he was made a-way 
by an Order from the Port, and that he ex- 
pected ro be ſerved ſo himſelf in a little 
Time, And it is poſſible ir might be fo; 
it being uſual with rhe Turkiſh Court, thus ro 
reward the Merits of their moſt faithful Mi- 
niſters, and Crown all their Services with 
Martyrdom to the State. 8 


As to what this laſt Volume contains more 
than was expreſs'd in the Preface to the Se- 
venth. Here you have an Account of the 
horrid Poyſaning Trade that was practiſed in 
France, in the Year 1681 and 1682; as allo ſome 
Remarks on our Popiſb Piot; en the Great Co- 
met that appear'd about that Time; with a 
particular Abſtract of the Life, and an Ac- 

count of the Barbarous Murder of Dr. Sharp, 
Archbiſhop of St. Andrews, and Primate of 
Scotland. He alſo touches upon the Perſecution 
of the Huguenots in France. 


But that which ought to be moſt taken 
Notice of, is, a Letter of his to Nathan Ben 
Saddi; wherein he highly extols the Journal 
of Carcoa, Nathan's Predeceſſor in that Poſt: 
Which Journal, the Tranſlator of theſe Vo- 
lumes underftanding to be in the Hands of 
the Italian who firſt found our Arabian's Pa- 
%%% ap ns pes, 


To the READER. 
pers, and with whom he has ſince contracted 
a Correſpondence ; he has endeavour to pre- 
vail with him to communicate it to the Pub- 
liſher hereof, Wherein if he ſhall be ſo Happy 
as to ſucceed, he will in due Time tranſmit 


it to the World in our Mother-Tongue, to 
the Satisfaction and Benefit of the Publick. 


Reader, Farewel; and envy not the Indu- 
{tr 10us, | | | | 
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"6 BOOK I. 85 
LETTER I. 


Mahmut the Arabian at Paris, to Mehemet, 
an Exil d Eunuch, at Grand Caire 1 


XI 7 Hether it be an Effect of thy Melan- 
1 choly Letter, or of my ownagly Con- 
„ ſtitution, I know not; but I am late- 

_ ly grown. very Deſperate, and reſolv'd upon 

Death, I am tir'd with whatſoever I have yet en- 

Joy 'd in this World; and I expect no greater Sa- 


tisfaction, ſhould Tlivea Thouſand Years. Eve- 


ry Pleaſure appears but the ſame in different 
Forms; and they all agree, in leaving us afflict- 
ed with the ſame or greater Pain than they 
found us in; Which is a ſufficient Argument to 

VV a Man 


— 


2 Letters Mrit by Vol. VIII. 
a Man of Spirit, that he ought to die, in purſuit 
/ + | 
We walk here on Earth in an Enchanted Cir- 
cle of Shadows and Mockeries : Our. whole Life 
is full of Vanity and Miſtake. Every Man's For- 7 
tune is but a Repetition of [07's ; We court 
Clouds inſtead of Divinitiesz and our moſt charm- M7. 
ing Fruitions conſiſt in Emptinefr m. 
Indeed, all this Viſible World is but a Mighty 
Pageant, a Pompous Emblem, a Gaudy Type 
| of that Inviſible Region which is the Mother of 
KF Spirits. Oh! that it were lawful for a Mortal, 
to releaſe his Soul from its long irkſom Exile 
here Below, and ſend it Home to its Native 
Country, the Kingdom of Divine Ideas! Then 
wou'd I ſoon launch forth into the unknown Abyſs. 
But we muſt be reſign'd, and not think much to 
bear our ſeveral Deſtinies; and patiently wait 
for the appointed Hour of Tranſmigration: For 
it is in vain to think of haſtning or delaying our 
Fate. Beſides, for ought we know, the next 
Station may be worſe than this: Every thing is 
full of Myſterious Darkneſs. And therefore, pri- 
thee Mebemet, let thou and J lay aſide all fruitleſs 
Care and Sadneſs; be as merry as will conſiſt 
with the Wiſdom of a Man; and when thou 
findeſt this black Diſtemper approaching thee, 
run away from it, and ſhelter thy ſelf in good 
Company. Arm thy ſelf with Wine and Mu- 
ſick againft the ſullen Damon of Melancholy. But 
; I counſel thee, to avoid Women, for they'l but 
_ encreaſe thy Malady. J 
Tis one of that Sex has given me this fit of 
Grief, a Woman that I have loved too much: 
But ſhe's Ingrateful, Falſe and Cruel; ſhe takes a 
fingular delight in cheating me with falfe ſhews 
of Love and Friendſhip; and then in undeceiving 
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Thou wilt wonder that a Man of my Age 
2 ſhould be concern'd with any Paſſion for Women. 


= geal'd by Death, before this Flame can be ex- 
= cinguiſh'd : Nay, many times it is more fervent, 
= though of a ſhort duration in our Lateſt Hours 
than in our Prime. As when the Oyl which 
feeds a Lamp is almoft ſpent, the ftartled Flame 
begins to rouze it ſelf, and burn afreſh, as if 
== *twou'd fain ſubſiſt a little longer, tho on the very 
= Dregs of its accuſtomed Fuel; it crackles and 
* flaſhes with greater Noiſe and Luſtre than be- 
fore; but preſently expires. So does this Amo-— 
rous Fire, when we are neareſt to our Diſſoluti- 
= on, begin to trouble us moſt, and makes our 
Soul to blaze with Fevers of Deſire and Grief, 
knowing its Period is near. CIS 
| Mebemet, Let thou and I keep our Affections 
for the Beautiful and Conftant Daughters of Pa - 
radiſe, who will never caſt an Eye on any Man 
= beſide their own« Doubtleſs, this is part of Su- 
pPream Felicity. VVV 


Paris, 14th. of the 10th. Mou, 
* of the Tear 1673, 
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LETTER 5 
; To the Seliftar Aga, or Wer Bearer . to 


the Sultan... 85 
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by the Mareſchal de | Turenne, near Strasbourg 


His ad been a | 12 555 C 
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ampagne to the 


. bo 
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Germans and their Confederates: For when 
they firſt took the Field in the Spring, their 
Forces amounted to Sixty Thouſand Men, but; 
now at the breaking up, and going to their: Vin- 
ter Quarters, they could not number above T'wen- 
ty Thouſand. So that tliey have loſt Two Parts 
in Three of their Army. Whilſt the French pro- 
ſper: and are. Victorious; taking their Towns and 
Caſtles, ſubduing whole: Provinces to the Obedi- 
. ence of this Invincible Monarch, and extending 
kis. Conqueſts far and wide through the Tranche 
Compbe, Lorrain, Alſace, Brabant, Flanders, Catalo- 
| 2 and even to tlie Iſles of the Se. 
I Þ have” formerly given an Account to the Mi- 
3 niſters of the Port, of all me moſt Remarkable 
Actions perform'd in"! theſe" ſeveral Quarters ;. 
there remains only a late famous Victory gain'd 


> of: 


which I cannot givethee the Particulars, neither: 
is it very Material. .But,''in'brief:Ifhallacquaint. 
thee, that through the Connivance of the Elector 
of Myyence, and the Citizens of Strasbourg, the 


Confederate Forces, amountin 


to Forty Tou- 


ſand Men, got Paſſage over the Mine, and had 
like to have ſurpriz'd the French, who were not 


above Twenty Five Thouſand ſtrong. 


But the 


Vigilance and good Conduct of Monſteur Turenne, 
prevented their Deſign, and turn'd the Fortune 
of War to his own ſide. This Wiſe General con- 
ene che uneqa! Fung e his . did 
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not think it fit to'engage his whole Army at once 


WE with: theirs; leſt he ſhould be oppreſſed with . 
their Multitude, being almoſt double in number 


N 
= 4 


to his. But he fought them by Detachments, 
ſetting upon them in their March: And this 
ſucceeded very fortunately, for he was in poſſeſ- 


bon of the moſt advantagious Poſts and Paſſes of 


the Country. He lined the Hedges with ſome of 
his Men, Who gall'd the Enemies as they march- 
ed along the Roads. He planted others on the 


MEL 


= Declive of Hills, under the Covert of Thickets | 
2 which grew on each ſide of deep Ways, through 
= whichthe Enemy muſt paſs 3; theſe annoy'd them 
= ſorely from their ſhady Heights, whilſt ſome at- 
tack d them in the Front. Thus by gradual Skir- 
miſhes, he cut off many Thouſands, and ſtrawd 


the Roads: with Dead Bodies: Till the Confe- | 


he receiy d no Hurt himſelf. 
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gerates perceiving how they were embaraſs d on 


all Hands, took the Advantage of a certain 
Wood, where they retrench'd themſelves, and. 
ſtood in their own Defence a long time. But 
the French at length forc'd them from this ſhelter, +< 
and then began a, formal Battel, which prov'd 
bloody to the Imperialiſts: For they had above 


; Three Thouſand of their Men killed upon the 


Spot, beſides thoſe that were wonnded and ta- 
ken Priſoners. They loſt alſo Ten Pieces of 
their Cannon, and the Ground was cover'd with 


1 Cuiraſſes, Halberds; Pikes, Muskets, Swords, and 


all ſorts of Arms, which the Confederates left be- 
hind in their precipitate Retreat by Night. For 
ſo general a Conſternation had ſeiz d the Minds 
of the Souldiery, that all the Rhetorick of the 


Others was not ſufficient to ſtop their Flight. 


: 


Horſe kilf'd ; under him by a Musket Shot, but 
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_ the Prince of Conde bad an Alloy of Turenne's Earth 
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He is a Fortunate and Wiſe General, knowing 
how to ſerve himſelfof all Opportunities and Ad- 
vantages of Time, Place, and other Circumſtan- 
ces which offer themſelves to a Man's Conſidera- 
tion in time of War. He never attaques an Ene- 
my, without being ſure of getting the Victory, 
or at leaſt of retiring ſecurely and honourably 
from the Combat. The French uſe to ſay, That if 


in bis Temper, and Turenne bad the Prince of Con- 


de's Fire, there would not be two ſuch other Generals 


a the whole n . tn 
Serene Aga, Nature has diſpens d her Gifts in 
thrifty Parcels: Every Man has his Genial Ex- 


cellency; and tis rare to find one Whoſe Faults 


do not Counter poiſe his Perfections. May Hea - 


ven turn the right Scale for these and me. 


Paris 2d. of the 1ſt. Mon. 
e the Tear 1674 
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J Mirmadolin, Santone of the Vale of 


Sidon. 


Mo Lvill indulge ſacred Thoughts, and 
- J follow the Motions of Wiſdom I wiltobey 


the Inſpirations of my better Genius, and dif. 


courſe of things not fit for Vulgar Ears. I will 
not caſt my Holy things to Dogs, nor expoſe 
that which is precious to the Feet of Swine. Let 
the Smith labour at his Anvil, and Hammer the 


Metal into what Form he pleaſes; his Eye is 


waſted with the perpetual Vapour of the Fire; 


and as to Intellectual things, he is RE Bhd. 


1 
— 


Vol. VIII. 4 Sy at PARIS. 7 
8o is the Carpenter who works in Timber, and 
hes away the Knobs and Roughneſſes with his 
== Axe; he ſaws it into Planks, and afterwards 
ſmooths it with his Plane; he marks out his Work 
== with Line and Plammet, and meaſures it with 
Rule and Compaſs; he fits one Piece to another, 
and when all is poliſhd and prepar'd to his 
Lꝛ⁊ind, he joyns them ee in à Frame, and 
reiĩoyces in the Succeſs of his Induſtry and Skill. 
5 heſe and all other Mechanicks bend their 
LMind to their Work; that is the ſcope of their 
Ambition; and when they have done, they eat 
and drink the fruit of their Labours. They 
ſtudy not the Sayings of Famous Men, nor pene- 
trate into the Myfteries of Dark Parables; they 
have no Inclination to ſeek out the Wiſdom of 
dhe Ancients, or to meditate on the Inſtructions 
of Sages. Therefore with ſuch as theſe I will not 
== converſe, or talk of the way of Perfection: Nor 
= yet with Wreſtlers, Fencers or Soldiers: I have 
= as little hopes to prevail on Mariners, Lawyers 
and Courtiers, or on any that are entangled in 
= Worldly Affairs. But I addreſs my ſelf to a 
# Good and knowing Man, who underſtands him- 
» MT ſelf, and what his Buſineſs is in this World; who 
comprehends the force of the Chains which in- 
== tangle his Sovl in this Mortal Life, and is in- 
ſtructed in the Method of diſingaging himſelf. 
Io ſuch an one I ſpeak, and not to others, who 
= 3 in their Lethargy, and will not be 
18 & 1 


. Certainly tis as impoſſible, that one and the 
fame Rule of Life, ſhould fit the various Tem- 
; Pers and Conditions of Men, as that one and the 
- a 
| 
; 
| 


me Courſe ſhould be taken, effettually to diſ- 
= poſea Man to Sleep, and violently to keep him 
Awake. For he that would fleep out his whole 
Life, if any be ſo ſottiſh, it behoves him to pro- 
C B 4 cure 
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cure a conftant ſupply of things which, create 

Sleep. Whereas he that deſigns to be Vigilant 
and Active, muſt furnith himſelf with -ſuch 
things as Chaſe away Sleep, and incline to Watch- 
fulneſs. The former therefore ought to give 
himſelf up to Gluttony, Drunkenneſs and Sur- 
feiting: He ſhould have a dark Houſe, a ſoft 
and large Bed: and ſnould uſe all manner of Ap- 
plications that cauſe Drowſineſs; as Soporiferous- 
Perfumes., Potions, Oc. - Whereas the latter 
ought to be always -Sober, to Drink moderately, 
and Eat a ſlender Diet; to have a light Houſe, 


Aſerene Air, a ſenſe of Pain, a ftreight and hard 


Bed, little fitted for Mans Repoſe. 


© 


But whether we Mortals are in a Place where: 


we ought perpetually to be upon our Watch; or 
whether our whole Life ought to be but one 
Night of Sleep, is known only to ſuch as thee, 
ho ha ſt diſcover'd the Preſtigious Magick of the 


* N Bod, and how the Soul is enchanted in this 
Werz sho haſt found out the Native Activity 


of the Mind, and how it comes to be ſtupified by 
the hidden Opiates that lie lurking in the Fleſh; 
Holy Santone, whit we are in this World of 
Shadows, we are perfect Exiles, baniſh'd from: 
our Native Country, which is the World of Real 
SubſRances i The more we are drench'd in Mat- 
ter, the farther do we ſtraggle from Home, wan- 
dring in foreign Deſarts of Enchanted Ground, 
where we converſe with none but empty Spectres, 
Fairies, Dæmons, Elfs, and cheating Appariti- 
ons. For all that's in this Outward World, is 
but a fuſe Delaſion, the Mimickry of Nature; 


a heap of Shadows revers'd and tinctur'd witha 


faiut Projectien from the World of Light. 


#7; #% 
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Knowing therefore theſe things, let us make 


ha te to return to our Native Seats again; let us 
dliveſt our ſelves of the, ſtrange Habits we have 
. LS . takes 
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Haken up by Imitation in this our Pilgrimage, 
nd Purge our Minds of all the Ill Qualities we 
bare Imbib'd on Earth: Let us caſt off corrupt 
ffections, Appetites and Inclinations, with e- 
ery vain and falſe Opinion. When we are free d. 
rom all theſe Weights, our Souls will eaſily 
mount aloft, their Wings never flagging, till 
they perch upon the Trees of Paradiſe, What is 
= more Generous than the Mind of Man, when 
once awaken'd from the Slumbers of this Mortal 
Lite? How itdeſpiſes theſe Terrene Enioyments, | 
ind only pants and thirfts for the Supream De- 
Mights Above! As Iron turns it ſelf, and makes 


n 

N 

PR, 
ps. 
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How many ſtrange Affections flow from our 

| aſte, binding faſt the Soul with a double Cord; 
whilft the high Reliſh and Guſt of Savoury Meats, 
enſnare her in the Palate as in a Net, and the 
load of indigeſted Crudities weighs and ſinks her 

down into the Belly, where the's kept as ina 
Dungeon, till Sacred Abſtinence releaſes her 
again? VV 
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10 Letters Writ by Vol. VIII. 
The Senſe of Touch does often draw the Un- 
wary Soul forth from her Faſtneſſes within, tre. 
panning her with ſoft Allurements and ſly Pro- 
miſes of Pleaſure. to take the Air o'th* Body. 
Thus having got her into the open Field, ann 
Ambuſcade of Luſts, Concupiſcences, Perturba- 

tions, Fears, Cares, Love, Joy, Grief, and o- 
ther Paſſions ruſh upon her on a ſudden, and take 
hex Captive. How neceffary therefore is it to be 
always on our Guard, and not to lult our ſelves 77 
in dangerous Security? Nor ought we to be raſh 7 
where. tis better to decline it, left inſtead of 
Victory, we- betray. the Weakneſs of our Arms, 
0 Ferfeft. Man! Thou ſpeſt theſe things in 
ddearer Light than I; *tis not to inform thee, 
that I write, but to confirm my ſelf, whilſt! 
collect my ſcatter i Thoughts and put em into 
Order. If thou ſhalt veuchſaſe to ſend me thy 
Canceptions. on, this Subject, I will revere tge 
hleſſed Diſpatch, as tho it were an Oracle. 78 

In the mean while, may Heaven regard thy 

znecent Life, and. fill protett thee from the 

Zaſualties that threaten, alt of Mortal. Race. 
May thy Prayers be heard, and thy Good Works 
rewarded. Finally, may thy End be like that 
af Enoch, whonever ſaw Death, but was trau. 


oy 


ted.aliveto Paradiſe, 


Paris, rh. of the. 2d. Moon, 


6 v. vim. e PARIS. 11 


LETT ER IV. 
To Ali, Baſſa. 


T is * That the French Arms are - deftins | 
not to ruſt: One Provocation or other always 
Nierps them in Action. The Neighbouring Prin- 
ces and States take their Turns to affront and 
175 5 injure this Monarch, and ſometimes they ſet up- 
on him altogether. Surely, they Envy and Fear 
| — 4 the riſing Fortune of France, and therefore ſtrive: 


by Stratagems and Force to check its Growth... 


There having been ſeveral Acts of Heftility 


done by the Governour of the Spaniſh Netherlands, 
= without any Hopes ofa fair Redreſs, this King, 


2 A found himſe] af oblig' d to declare open. War againſt 
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This was dene very lately, and: at the ſame 


time the Pute de Navailtes was ſent with an Army 
into Flanders; where he ſoon took the Town and 


| Caſtle of Aubeſpine ; the Towns of Peſme and. 


= Mornas; the Caftle of oigny, with the Towns. of: 


= Gray and Vezont. 


This laſt is a Place of coofideratie Importance,, 
being called the Gate of Lorrain, and the Poſtern 


of the Franabe Comte. Whereby this Monarch is 


become aftual Mafter of the Baile of Amont, 
which comprehends above F. ive ed Villa 


824 The Spaniards. ſeeing kim thus Succeſsful, and 
that the — not by open Reſiſtance ſtop the 
courſe of his Viftori ies, took another Method, 
and.ſought to undermine him by Plots, and. Con- 
federacies with-ſome of his Subjects. 
They dad agreed with the Chevalter de Noba, 

to ſettle on him a Penſion of Eight Thouſand: 
n a. W. and. to preſent him out of * 
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12 Leiters Merit by Vol. VIII. 
with Five Thouſand Piſtoles, if he would put 
them in Poſſeſſion of Quillebeuf, a ſtrong Place in . 


the Province of Normandy... _ ... ENT 5 t 
The Chevalier de Robart had made himſelf and: 


them b2lieve, that it was in his Power with much 
Eaſe to perform this: But he was miſtaken. 


Some of his Friends ſay, he never thought of ac- MF 
compliſhing his Bargain; his Credit being too 


_ ſmall in that Place; and that he only aim'd to 
repair his Fortune, by cheating the Spaniards of 
their Five Thouſand Piſtoles. However, the 
Flot was difcover'd to the French King, who has 
his Spies in all Corners of the Kingdom. The 
unfortunate Chevalier was ſeiz d, and brought to 

tlie Baſtille, and being convicted of Treaſon, was 
condemird to loſe his Head, which was accord- 


FEC 
The Marquis of Villars, and the Sieur de Pereau, 
ſafer 4tnheUame Puniſhment, as Accomplices in 
the Treaſon. Another French Lord of the Party, 
Was Kilkd in defending limſelf againſt thoſe WhO 
were order'd to arreſt him. Theſe had under 

_ takentodeliver other Places of Strength into the 
Hands of the Hollanders who firft hegun the War. 
Had their Conſpiracy taken Effect, it would 
tive been no difficult matter to corrupt other 
Grandes with the Spzniſh Gold, and ſo a Third. 
Part of France might have been ſold for a Price 
lot allowable in the Mercats of Kings. For it 
Renne the Hollanders and Spaniards, were upon the 
Paint of making their Deſcents in Normandy and 

Hretasne, being invited thereto by the large Pro- 
miſes of the Perſons before-named, and their 
| Confederates, who made them believe, that a 
great Part of the Nobility and Gentry of thoſe 
Provinces wou'd come over to them, as ſoon as 


hey ſaw them Landed; and there was no fleed 
FT 


fear any Oppoſition from the algar, N 
ME F bound 
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MT bound to follow the Fortune of their Lords. Be- 
aus they are always defirvus of Novelty and 


= + There is nothing ſo Abject, Poor and Con- 
= temptible, as the Peaſantry of France, who la- 
bour only for others, whilſt they can hardly get 
Bread for themſelves: out of all their Toil. In a 
word, they are abſolute Slaves to them whoſe 
= Tenants they are, and whoſe Lands they Farm. 
They are not more oppreſſed by the Publick 
= Taxes and Gabels, than they are by the Private 
=> Impoſitions of their Country Lords, befide the 
= unreaſonable Demands of the Prieſts. Theſe 
Buffer ings diſpoſe them to wiſh for any Revoluti- 
on in the Government, from which they might 
= hope to receive gentler UIſage. 1 er een 
TI was this partly which encourag'd the Hol- 
== landers and Spaniards to think of invading France: 
= Otherwiſe, they had only been upon the Defen- 

© five.: This K ing has to do with a great many Po- 
tent Enemies. The Emperor holds him play on 
the Mine; the Duke of Lorrain gives him Diver- 
ſion in his New Conqueſts on that ſide. The 
King of Spain puts him to a 9 Expence f 
Men and Mony in Flanders. The Hollanders in- 
feſt him by Sea, and would do by Land, if they 
knew which way. Yet this Monarch copes with 
em all; baffles their Plots and Intrigues, foils 
their Arms, daily gains Ground; and by a con- 
tinued Series of Conqueſts, makes it apparent, 
that his is the only flour iſhing Fortune in the Veſt. 
The King of Sweden had made certain Propo- 
ſals of Peace between the Emperor, the King of 
France, the King of Spain, the States of Holland, 

and ſome of the Electoral Princes. In order to 
which, he offer d himſelf to become a Mediator 
between them. He ſent his Embaſſadors accord- 

ingly, to a Place agreed upon by all Parties, » 

„ F 
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the moſt convenient for Conferences of this Na- 
ture. So did all the other Princes and States con- 
cern'd in the War. But it ſeems there was a 
groſs Affront put upon Guillaume de Furſtemberg, 
Plenipotentiary to the Elector of Cologne, by the 
Marquis de Grana, Embaſſador to the Emperor. 
This was deeply reſented at the French Court, 
as being a Notorious Breach of the Law of Na- 
tions; and the King publiſhed. a Manifeſto, 
wherein he charg'd the Emperor with giving 
Order for this Inſult; declaring alſo, that unlets 7 
due Satisfaction were made, he would withdraw 
his Embaſſadors from the Place of Conference, 
and ſeek Juſtice with Sword in Hand, . = 
He complain'd to the King of Swedelaud of this 
Violence, and enter'd into a cloſe and ftrit 
League with him. Guſtavus preſently recalls his 
Embaſſadors from the publick Meeting, com- 
manding them to proteft againſt the Action of 
the Marquis de Grana, as a Violation of the Civil 
Laws. The French King has done the ſame, and 
all Things ſeem to portend a general Diſtraction 
in Zurope. L | 7 „ 34 
_ Thoſe of the Roman Church fight aga inſt one 
another, as well as they combine againſt the Pro- 
teſtants, whom they efteem as the Common E- 
nemy, and have little better Regard for them, 
than we Maſelmans have for the Faw ifelbaſehi, © 
whom we execrate as abominable-Hereticks. One 
ſort of Proteſtants alſo cabal againſt another; 
the Lutberaus hate and proſecute the Caluinits: 3 | 
which the Latter, return with equal Animoſity. 
Theſe Infidels are caught in the Devil's Snare, 
Where they bite and devour one another. They 
are in ions Daxknefs, toſsd about in the 
Tempeſt of Errors. Tbey are ſurraunded: with. 
Enchantments: Their Guides are Sorcexers and 
Ar 
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DO ye True Believers, lift up your Heads! For 
= the Hour is e ng, wherein the Ancient 
Fropbecies muſt be fufiled; That the Dr gen ef 
the Faſt, ſhall wage War with the Eagle of the Weſt, 
and ſball devour him Whole with all bis Feathers, Woe 
be to thee O Land of Fapber, in the Year 1700 
of the Chriſtian Style. FETUS Roh 64: 
Mighty Baſſe, thou who haſt not number'd half 
my Years, mayſt live to ſee theſe Things come 
to paſs. As for me, E am haftning to the Spirits 
of my Fathers, to a Region of Silence, and Eter- 
nal Retirement, to a Place where all the Vani- 
ties of this Earth ſhalkbe forgotten. | 
In the mean Time, live thou to be a Witneſs. 
of the Grand Revolution which will aſtaniſh ac 
= the World. TEES; 7 
= of teTar 1674 
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| iſe be to God, from whom alone proceed 
1 Health, Long Life, and Immortal Happi- 
neſs; In the whole Family of Fevers, I never was 
mueh ſubject to any, except it were that of Love. 
This indeed is become Habitual to me; tis 
—— a perfect Hectick; ſurely tis more than 
Second Nature, T feel ſomething in the very 
Roots of my Effence, prompting me to Eternal 
Soſtneſſes, wild melting Fits of freſh Platanicc 
tender Paſſions. N can provoke. my Ha- 
tred, but an obdurate Surly-temper'd. Fellow, 
who being the Offspring of ä a 
„„ 3 ws Pt. 4 
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Poulterer, or Greaſy Cook, his very Face por- 


tends a preſent Maſſacre; and all his Words: 
\, breath nothing elſe but a continued Train of 


cent. Pity to him, ſounds. like the News of Fa- 
mine, to a Starving Man. But if you'd make 
him ſmile, and put him in good Humour, tell 
him how he may, get an Eſtate, by oppreſſing the 
Fatherleſs and Widows; or encreaſe his Wealth, 
by ruining whole Families. Tell him how he 


may over-reach ſome Silly Credulous- Voung 


Heir, or outwit his Neighbour in a Bargain. He 
cheriſhes a Spider. in his-Brain, and his Heart is 
full of Webs. To ſuch a Temper as this I can- 

not be reconciled; there is an Innate Antipathy, an 
Immortal Contrariety in our Souls. My Spirit. 

is daunted, and retreats within me at the fight 

of ſuch an one: A Languor and Faintneſ ſeizes 
my Limbs. 

+. Too „ : | 

_ * Surely, there is no Speties of Four- footed 


Beaſts, of Birds, of Fiſh, of Inſects, Reptiles or- 


any other living Things, whoſe Nature is not 
found in Man. How exactly agreeable to the 
Fox are ſome Mens Tempers? Whileſt others 


Tears to entrap you to your Ruin: There a ſly. 
Serpent creeps and winds: himſelf into your Affe- 


Death. Tygers, Lions, Leopards, Panthers, 
Wolves, and all the Monſtrous Generations of 
Africk, may be ſeen Maſquerading in the Forms 
of Men. And tis not hard for an obſerving Mind 


\  borrow/d Vizard. The Phyſiognomy of Vice and 
Vuortue, are eaſily diſtinguiſn d. There are ſome, 


8 1 * - 
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I am like one that has touch'd a 


to ſee their Natural Complexion, through the 
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Cruel Wrongs, and Violences againſt the Inno- 


are perfect Bears in human Shape. Here you 
ſhall meet a Crocodile, who ſeeks with feigned 


ctions; and when he is well-warm'd with Fa- 
vours; on a: ſudden he will bite and ſting you to- 
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We ſecret Characters in every Face, which ſpeak 
the Nature of the Perſon, So does Platonick 


[ 4 
1 


a 
7 — ” 
ON 
* 
9 
22 
** 
a 1 
"rv 
K+. 


© 


Vol. VII. . % PARIS. #7 


Love, with Eagle Eyes ſoon trace the Signatures 


of what is_Amiable in the Soul. We read the 
hidden Qualities of Men at the firft Glance z and 


hence are laſting Friendſhips often contracted. 1 
love my Friends without Reſerve; and becauſe 
== thoſe are very few among our Mortal Race, I 
contract Familiarities with the Harmleſs Ani- 
mals: I ftudy like a Lover to oblige and win 
their Hearts, by all the tender Offices I can per- 
form. I bear with Patience their wild froward 
Tricks, till conſtant Perſeverance vanquiſhes 
their ftubborn Humours: Then when we once 
begin to underſtand each other aright, they 
make me a Thouſand ſwesg Returns of Grati- 
tude according to their Kind. When I am Me- 
lancholy, they'll foon divert me with one pretty 
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& Trick or other, as if they were ſenſible of my 


But becauſe my Love is large and ſtrong, ſtill 


Seeking to dilate it {elf, chough ſtill recoyling 
from the degenerate Race of Men; I go into the 
Fields and Woods, and make my filent Court 


unto the Trees and Flowers, and ſometimes I 
converſe in Raillery with Eccho's. I languiſh 
on the Banks of Chryſtal Streams, and pine away 
for an old Moſſy Rock. The Oak enfla mes me 
with a Sacred Paihon; when I behold her Vene- 


rable Bulk and Shade. I could almoſt turn Druid 


for her ſake, and take my Reſidence up for ever 
in her hollow Trunk; where the Kind Genii of 
the Air would viſit me, and tell me Things to 
come, inſtructing me in all the Myſteries of Na- 
ture; for 'm in Love ev'n with thoſe Inviſible 
Beings; and often tell my Paſſion to em in the 


. Woods, or on ſome Mountain, where the Cour- 
teous Winds tranſport my Words, and waft their 


ſecret 


tain Demonſtrati 
_  Methinks at ſuch 4 


Stream, and 
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| lecret Anſwers back again. Then is my Soul 
ſnatch d up in Sacred Ecftaſies, hecauſe th*' Im- 
mortals condeſcend to talk with me. -I often fal! 
into a Trance, and wake not till the Sun is got 
| half way into t other Hemiſphere. Then I re- 
ſolve to paſs away the Night in this fweet Soli- 
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Had I the Tongues, or Pens of Cicero and De- ME 
maſtbenes, I could not to the Life expreſs the 
Pleaſures that I feel at ſuch a Time, when fre 
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and undifturb'd I can for ſeveral Hours behola 


the Motions of the Moon and Stars. Oh God. 


W hat Thoughts, what Contemplations riſe with- 10 


min my Breaſt? My Raviſh'd Soul is ready to 
break Priſon for Joy, when tis inſpir'd with cer- 
of the World's Eternity. 
: ime, I hear the Noiſe and 
Buſtle of the Worlds above: Methinks I ſee the 
Active, Buſy Tenants of the Moon and Stars, 
7 paging about their daily Buſineſs, even like 
US: 


vital here Relow, Then tis I nauſeate the 
narrow Principles of Ignorant, Superſtitious 


Nen; I hate to think of &er returning to the 


City again, there to prophane my Reaſon with 


the vain Diſcourſe of Self-conceited Fools and 


Idiots. I am cloy'd with Life, and wiſh to die 
amidft theſe charming Speculations. Thus do 1 
paſs the Time away, till fair Aurora uſhers in the 
Roſy-finger d Morn. Then begin to reflect on 


my Duty as a Moſelman, and Slave to the Grand 


Signior. I haſte to waſh my felf in the next 


Things. After which, abundantly ſatisfied with 
theſe Nocturnal Pleaſures, I return to the City 


and to my Buſineſs; conſidering, That I were 


nat wholly born for Contemplation. 


preſtrate my ſelf upon 
the Ground, adoring the Eternal Source of all 


Learned 
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Learned Hal, I wiſh thee conſummate Hap- 
ðvineſs in this Life, and fortunate Tranſmigrati- 
ons after Death; praying alſo, that I may merit 
one Day to enjoy thy Company in Paradiſe, 
where we may diſcourſe theſe Things more at 
large, and in a clearer Light than what this 


4 


== Earth affords. Adieu. 


Paris, 2d. of the 5th. Moon, 
e the Nar 1674. 
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+ LETTER VE 
Ro To Kerker Haſſan, Baſſa. 
To what Purpot® am 1 kept longer in Paris ? 


1 Why do the Miniſters of the Port, put the 
Grand Signior to a needleſs Expence, in main- 
= taining here an Old Superannuated Slave, not. 
= worth his daily Bread? And yet, God knows, 
L eat not much, neither can I tafte any Pleaſure 
nn that little I eat. My Refections are like the 
Entertainments of Magical Tables, where the 
Eye is deluded with a fair ſhew of various Deli- 
cacies, but the Stomach is not ſatisfied with any 
real Food, nor the Body ſtrengthened by any 
fubſtantial Nouriſhment, Only the languiſhing 
Imagination feeds on Phantaſtick Diſhes, mere 
= Shadows, and Enchanted Reſemblances of Solid 
Meat; while the Man is ready to faint for Hun- 
Fol ſeem to my ſelf to Eat and Drink, but. 
tis with ſo little guſt at preſent, and I receive ſo 
= little Benefit from it afterwards, that all appears 
no more than a'Vifionary Feaſt, or a Collation 
tg VT ny 


? 


—— 


— — 


— 


e ͤ r CS 


1 


. . ͤ-R- IS 


— — 


—— — 


#- 


cCulties of my Soul and Body decay apace. My 
Bones are weary of ſupporting their accuſtomed 

8 — and Muſcles refuſe to per 
form the Offices of Motion, at leaſt their Vigor 
is much ſlacken'd and impair'd. In a Word, the 
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aid, Whether I am fitting to do the Grand Sig- 
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 feveral Courtiers- with whom I had intimate 


So prompt and dextrous in any Buſineſs: of -Diffi- 


never was tainted with: the: leaſt Symptom of 
Diſloyalty. So that all things conſider d, I can- 
not ſee what the Sublime Miniſters can propoſe 

in retaining meat Am.. 2692, 
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Year of my Age. My Senſes droop, and all the Fa- 
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Ihave now paſs'd the Grand Climacter of Hu- 
man Life, being enter'd into the Sixty Fourth 7 


Infirmities of my Body have rank d me under a 125 1 


new Predicament; I am become a Three-footed 
Animal, being forced to walk with a Staff, to 
- Prevent the neceſſity of Metamorphoſing my 


Hands to Feet, and crawling on all Four. 
Judge now, Illuftrious Arab, after what I have 


nior ſervice in this Station. As for the Intrigues 


of the Court, I am quite tyr'd of them. Be- 
ſides here are now no more Nichlieu's and Mazari- 
nui's in Being, with whom I might inſinuate on 
the ſcore of Skill in tranſlating Greek, Sclavonick, 
Arabick, and other Eaſtern Languages. Oſmin 


the Dwarf is alſo Dead, from whom I us d to 
learn many Secrets. Fate has alſo ſnatch d away 


Converſe. Add to this, that Eliacbim grows Old 
and Crazy, who was once as my Right Hand: 


culty: Faithful alſo as my own Heart, which 


I do not deſire as formerly, to travel into India, 
or any other Region of the Eaſt: I do not ſo 
much as Covet to ſee my own Native Country, 
for Which I have had ſuch paſſionate Longings. 
No, every Place will be Arabia to me, Where I 


may reſt from Buſineſſes of State, and ſhut up my 


3 „ latter 
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Matter Days in Quietneſs. It is Time: for me to 
pid Adieu to the Active Life, and betake my 
if wholly to Contemplation. I would fain a- 

bandon not only the actual Vanities of this fading 


World; but the very remembrance and thoughts 


of them. * My Mind is nauſeated with the Idea's 
ef paſt Folly, which Men falſly call Pleaſure: 
and I find no guſt in any thing but the Medita- 


ted Souls. All other Things are uncertain Toys, 
and empty Trifles. But that great change, which 
% Mortal hath ever yet eſcap'd, is ſtable, per- 
anent, and fix'd-by Deſtiny. Fate has ſet the 

period, which windls up the Epochæ of every Mans 
Life ia this viſible State, and begins a new Hejira, 

Phereof we have no Computation; in regard we 
have no Correſpondence with that unknown 
World: Neither are there any certain Hiſtories 
ertant, which can rightly inform us. The Flight 
Wofthe Soul from the Body begins the Myſterious 
Pate; but where or When it will end, is not 
knoun to us that ſtay behind. This therefore 
lone is worthy of an Old Man's Thoughts, how 

to prepare himſelf for Death, ſince he cannot pro- 


what will become of him after warde. 
Think not Serene Baſſa, that J am going to lay 
84, Train for the Reputation of a Saint, or wou'd 
et up all on à ſudden for an extraordinary Pious 
Man. No, there's nothing of that in't. I hate 
the rigid Hypocriſy of forc'd Penance; and the 
Religious Lunacy of thoſe, who never think they 
do enough to! atone for their Sins, unleſs they 
outdo Humanity it ſelf in their cruel Mortifica- 
tions. Theſe are Monſters in all good Divinity, 
and their Example is not to be followed. 
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ion of Death, and the unknown State of depar- 
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What I aim at in this Diſcourſe is, That a 


things with an even Temper, renders himſelf 


Pains, Sickneſſes, and other Caſualties which 
_ aſſault all that live on Eartn. 3 


 berecalld from an Employment wherein Lcan- 
not be ſo ſerviceable as I have been; and which 


at the ſame Time, by im on me a Thouſand 

Cares, takes from me the ility of preparing 

as Lought to do, for that Tranſmigration, which 
- Ina-Word; Right Noble Kerker, I defire the 
Priviledge to end my Days in Conſtaminople, a- 
mong the Moſelmans, under the Venerable Shade 

bp -- ; 5 5 


a 5 


according to the Order of Nature, and Will of 


Deſtiny, we are born Men, ſo we ſhould take 3 
care to Live and Die. And if we have ſuffer'd 


the former part of our Life to elapſe without due 
Reflection on ſo important a Truth; tis but eh 
Reaſon, that when we approach near the Grave; 
when all our Senſes, Faculties and Members do 
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the part of King Philip's Page, putting us daily BS 
and hourly in Mind of our. Mortality: Tis but 


Reaſon, I ſay, that then we ſhould begin to re. 


collect our ſelves, and to think whereabouts we Wa 
are; that we may not be ſurprized by the Inevi- 


table Decree of Fate, when it comes to be put . 
in Execution; nor die leſs than our ſelves 
Beſides there is another advantage in being 


thus prepar d for the laſt things; fince it equally BY 


arms us againft all intermediate Calamities, 
ſuppoſing we ſhould live longer than we reckon. 7 
He that can boldly ftare Death in the Face, 


will not eafily turn his Back upon any Misfor- 


tune of this Inconftant Life. But receiving all | 
happy in the midſt of Troubles, Lofſes,Diſgraces, 


1 


Magnißcent Baſſa, all that I have ſaid, is but a '£ 8 


N to my main purpoſe, which is to deſire 


thy Mediation with the Firſt Visier, that I may 


} 
{Ne [ 


in a little Time I muſt paſsthrough. 
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F Mosks and Minarets, conſecrate® to the Ser- 
ice and Honour of the Eternal Unity. Let me 

t have worſe Uſage than the Ancient Rom 
E had, who when they had ſerved in the 


f 
1 
; ars ſuch a certain number of Years, were diſ- 
1 Serge with an Honourable Penſion. | 
This is all the Favour I requeſt, who have 
0 Ervd the Grand Seignior faithfully and with 
1 ucceſs theſe Eight and. Thirty Years, in a 
Y Country of Infidels. But if my Superiors ſhall 
a etermine otherwiſe, Iam reſign d to their Plea- 
| . , and to the Will of Deſtiny. | 


9 5 Paris, 224. of the 6th. Moon, 
Fa Xt th Ter 1674+ 
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Hou ſhalt hear how a famous Chriſtian Ge- 
4 neral, the Mareſchal de TJurenne, deported 
Himſelf, when he was lately challeng'd to a ſin- 
3 Combat, by the Prince Palatine of the 
ne. 
lt ſeems, this latter has been a oreat Sufferer 
y the preſent War between Frauce and the Con- 
derate Princes; for his Country lying near the 
A ine was expos d to both Parties, and the French: 
irſt enter d it. 
: There were ſome Enpliſh Troops in the French 
4 lem, who had conceiv'd an Implacable Re- 
Peuge againſt the Subjects of the Palatine, in re- 
Pd many of their Comrades had been bar-. 
af handled by ehem. . 
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24 Letters Writ by Vol. VIII 
made great Devaſtation where ever they came; 
burnt Five and Twenty great V illages to the 
Ground, and Five ſmall Cities. In a Word, 
they quite ruin'd in Fifteen: Days Time, the 
whole Country, which is efteem'd the moſt plea. 
ſant and agreeable Part of Europe. |: | 
This put the Elector all in Choler, and he? 
wrote a ſharp. Letter to the Mareſcbal Turenne uw 
threatning him in a furious Manner, and bid.“ 
diding him chuſe the Place, where he might, 
fight with; him in ſingle Duel. But the S, 
Mareſcbal retaining his uſual Moderation, and not 
at all mov'd at the Palatine's Letter, anſwer d 
it in theſe or the like Terms; That the Proceeding; a 
of the Engliſh Regiments were without his Order o 
probation z That he was infinitely troubled at tue 
Violences which had been committed; and that th 
chief Authors had been puniſh'd : - Nevertheleſs, le 
could not bur-Decla;e, That the cruel Treatment which; 
the Engliſh bay met with, had ſo exaſperated their pe 
Companions, that it was no wonder to ſee them execuii 1 
their Revenge even on the very Inanimate Things. And ke 
that in the firſt beat and Tranſport of their Fury, the 
bad not leiſure to examine who were guilty and whit 
not. He added likewiſe, That i the . Poſt wbich 
the King bis Maſter had appointed him, would permit 
bim to accept of bis Challenge, he would not refuſe it 
counting it an Honour to meaſure his Arms with tboſe is 
of ſo Muſtrious a Prince: But that as things were, le p 
%%% e harOt1: 6 Ie 
In former Days ſuch an Anſwer. as this would t! 
have been taken for an Tg ment of Cowardiſe ia t 
a Man profeſſing Arms. There was nothing more 
common among theſe Infidels, than to decide thei i 
private Controverſies, Grudges and Quarrels by 
the: Sword; and their Laws allow'd it. If. any 
NMuan had accus d another wrongfully, or had done 5 
him any other injury, he did not cun preſent'y 5 
4 e 5, P | 5 Ws : 2 
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tune Cadi's or Lawyers for Redreſs, but had 
ecourſe to his Arms: And whoſoever got the 
Fictory, his Cauſe was pronounc'd juſt; But ſince 
ie Commerce which has been eſtabliſh'd be- 
tween the Moſelmans and the Nazarens, theſe la- 
ter have learned to forſake ſo impious a prattice, 
being aſham'd that the Followers of Malomet, 


nom they call Infidels, ſhou'd outftrip them in 
he Peaceablenefs of their Tempers, a . Virtue 
p earneftly recommended to the Practice of all 
e briſtians by Fefus the Son of Mary. Beſides, they 
3 ave found the inconvenience of theſe private 
=Z©Combats, and they are generally forbidden now in 


oft Countries of Europe. This is owing to the Ex- 


* 


amples of the Moſelmans, whoſe Anger againft 
each other ſcarce ever proceeds to contumelious 
Words, much leſs to Blows, or any Attempt up- 


be pn Life. For when a Diſpute ariſes between Two 
ch rue Believers, and they become never ſo little 
r paſſionate thereupon, 'tis but for a Third Perſon, 


Words; Fie, Fie ! What ? Moſelmans, and Quarrel ? 


gion has a greater Influence on the Hearts and 
onſciences of thoſe that profe it, than has 
that of the Nazarens. For whilſt theſe pre- 
tend to believe and honour the Meſſias as their 
gLawgiver, they diſobey him in their daily Pra- 
ice, and ſo give the Lye to their Faith, diſ- 
covering that it has no Efficacy on their Mo 


Feaceable, Humble and Harmleſs. But it is 
rare to find any of theſe Virtues among his 
* Zel- 


2 


he uſual Reprimand of the By-Standers. Whicli 
S an evident Argument, That our Holy Reli- 


Prals. Doubtleſs, the Meſſias was Holy, Chaſt. 
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F allowers.. He. bid them return Good for Evil 
Bleſſings for Curſes, and 10 ſuffer, all Tnjuries patient, 
after his Example; but they invert the Or. 
der of his Precepts, and read them backward” 1 
as they ſay Witches do the Pater · noſter. 1 bs 
When ꝓudas came to Seize him in the Gardei Ry 
of Gethſemani, with a Train of Officers an! 
| Rufhans, one of Jeſus's Retinue drew his Whin-.,1 
nier, and cut off an Ear from the Servant “ 
the High Prieſt. But the Son of Mary was 4 
far from commending his Zeal in this, that“ 
bid Him put up bis Sword, telling lim withal, Tha 4 
whoſoever draws the Sword, ſhall periſh by the Sworl, 
At the ſame Time, be reffor'd. the Fellows: Ea 1 
again by a Miracle. 1 
Magnanimous Seraſquier, what I kave ſaid, en 
trenches not on the Right of Lawful War in De. 
fence of ones Country, or of the Volume brought * 
down from Heaven. The Sacred Combat Was 
ever allowed of by God and Man. "5h 
Thou art now engag'd in this Cauſe againſi e. 
Infidels : Fight generouſly, and Yanquiſh, - Bu 
enter not into private Buels with. any Man, 
though. he be a Prince, without the Grand 
Signior's Conſent, For the Safety of his Royal . 
Perſon depends upon the Preſervation of his 
Faithful, Valiant, and Wiſe Generals, 11 


Paris, 25th. of the 8th. Moor, 
of the Tear 8 fer 
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LETTER VIII. 
1 4 5 To the ſame. 


I Will now give thee a brief Account of the Fa 
mous Battel of Senef, which makes a great 
goiſe in Europe, and is reckon'd one of the moſt 

0 2Ferrible that has been fought in theſe Parts for 

many Ages. For it will not beamiſsto let thee 

now the Particular Circumſtances of this Com- 

% Pat, the good Conduct of the French Generals, as 

ial their Overſights and Errors: That thou 
mayſt make a right uſe of ſuch Examples, in the 

"' Pifculties which may environ thee through the 

Chance of War. %%% Rds: HOPE 

On the Ninth of this Inftant Moon, the Con- 

«xcderate Forces amounting to Sixty Thouſand 
Men, march'd with their Left Wing to a Place 

KFall'd Arken, and their Right to the Foreſt of 

a. Burſſeray, where they encamp'd, having before 

w them a Village call'd Seref, ſituated in Brabant. 

d They tarried there on the Tenth Day, and next 

al Morning parted from thence, Marching in 

is Three Lines, counting the Baggage for One. 
2ZW hilft the Prince de Vaudemont commanded a Bo- 
Ay of Six Thouſand Spaniſh Horſe, to cover their 
£ arch, and to skirmiſh with the French, if there 

9 ou'd be occaſion, till the Whole Army were in 

Order. PTR OP = 

As ſoon as the Prince of Conde was advertis'd 

of theſe Motions, he was reſolv'd to take Ad- 

vantage of their neceſſity, and to attack them, 

pefore they could poſſibly get together into a 

Body capable of ſuſtaining the Shock of the 

R Fench Army, which was cloſely embattel d. To 

this End he caus d one Part of the Army with 

EY | e C2 F our 
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Four Pieces of Cannon, to paſs the River of Pi. 
ton, where unſuſpetted, they might obſerve the a 
Enemies Motions. Another part he poſted in am 
deep Valley, where the Confederates could not 
perceive them: And that nothing might bel, 
wanting to his full Information oftheir Advances, f- 
he caus'd the Mareſchal of the Camp, with a 
conſiderable Detachment, to gain a certain Hill, g 
from whence lying under the Covert of thick 
Woods, he might attend every Step of the Ene... 
my, without being diſcover'd himſelf. 1 
When the Prince had made all thoſe Prepara- 
tions, he ſent the Marquiſs de Rannes, and the 
Chevalier de Telladet, with the Dragoons under = 
their Command, to aſſault the Confederates not 
far from Sene f. This was perform'd with ſo much 


Vigor, that they drove them into the Village, 
with no little Slaughter of the Spaniards : But not 
fatisfied with this, they attacqu'd them in thei 
Village it ſelf; and after a long and bloody Con- n. 
flict, the French beat em thence alſo, purſuing? 
them into the Plain; till at laſt both the whole 
Armies were engage d pellmell. Then was the 
Fight Cruel and Fierce, the Officers of both 
_ nudes behaving themſelves with ſurpaſſing Brave. C 
Ty, and the Soldiers not ſhrinking from their? ne 
Valiant Leaders. But Fortune favour'd the Av 
French, who before they quitted the Plain, be- 
came Matters of all the Hollanders Baggage, Am- 
munition, Powder and Mony which they brought 
with them to pay the Army. Then the Prince 
of Conde chag'd them into the Village of Dufay, 
where the Confederates retrench'd themſelves i 
under the Covert of a Caſtle, and a ftrons 
Church. But that Active General would not 
ſuffer them to reſt long there; ti fet upon them 
on all Hands fo furiouily, that they were forced 
_ to abandon the Place, and enter the Plain the 
| So F Second 
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1 Scond Time. The Battel had now la ſted Five 
Hours, and great was the Slaughter on both 


Ke 
" aer. The French took almoſt Four Thouſand | 


a 5 bend and diſcourag d the ee That 
N 14 te next Day they retir d, and left the French 
Maſters of the Field. 
4 A Now will tell thee, That had the Prince of 
onde been contented with his Firſt Victory at 
Lvef, he had ſav'd abundance of French Blood, : 
For, in that Fight, the Confederates loſt above 
Two Thouſand Men, and the French ſcarce a 
Hundred. But the Fieryneſs of his Temper, 
5 Zearried him beyond his Judgment, to purſue 
them into difficult Places. So that in the win- 
Aing up ofthe Matter, though the Victory was 
- 28 it coſt him above F ifteen Hundred Lives of 
bis Souldiers, which might have been as well 
ZTpar'd, and his Honour remain'd the ſame. : 
Valiant Seraſquier, 1 ſend thee this Narrative, 


e zs a Chart by which to fteer thy Courſe in the 
hike Emergencies ; 3 to temper thy 
e. Courage with ſage Conduct and Prudence, and 


ir not to ſacrifice thy Men to a Raſh Caprice of 
e $ lartial Phrenſy. | | | 
e- 1 

n. aris, 12th, of the gth, Moon, 
ic 1 E the Tear 1674 
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LETTER IX. 


To Mehemet, an ExiPd Eunuch, at Al- 
Cairo n Egypt. er —_ 
N85. changeable is the State of Mortals; how ft: 
L 4 inconſtant our Thoughts, Paſſions, Words ſt 
and Actions! We are never fix'd long on an 
thing. If we are invited to caſt Anchor a while 
in ſome calm and ſerene Seaſon, whilſt we furl QF 
the Sails of Human Care and Anxiety; if we 
are permitted to careen and recruit our Wea- RA 
_ ther-beaten Spirits, enjoying ſome ſhort interval = 
of Reft and Eaſe; the Indulgence ſoon expires, XX 
and we are forc'd to weigh and hoiſt with double 
Diligence, left we incur a Wreck. The Tem- 
peſts rais d by our Exil Stars, blow hard upon 
us; we Fun adrift, and are toſsd up and down 
on the Billows of Human Miſery, without an 
approved Pilot, Chart or Compaſs to direct us 
in the uncertain Road of Life, We float at Ran- 
dom, in a Sea of perpetual Hazards and Dith- | 


n T 


Culties. 


5 


O Mebemet! 1 will not now, as once formerly | 
Idid, wiſh my ſelf in one of the Egyptian Pyra- 
mids, or court the Society of Ghoſts and Dæ- 
mons: I will not take Sanctuary in theſe Super- 
annuated Priſons of Royal Souls; nor ſeek Di- 
verſion among the Dead. Not the black Maſ- 
querades of Cheop's Sepulcher, danc'd each Night 
by Antique Shadows, or wildeft Meaſures of 
Hobgoblins in the Galleries of that horrid Pile, 
cou'd now relieve my Melancholy, or eaſe my 
Phrentick Pain: Becauſe the Entertainment. is 
too narrow,cloſe and ſtale for ſuch a Soul as mine. 
I would fain ramble through an Infinite Space, 
| * | 7 | 
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Wanted each Stage with Seminaries of new I- 
flea's, uncouth Forms, and ſtrange Chimeras. I 
Fould ſee the Eſſence of all Beings that I have 
5 aalen ſeen, revers'd, turn'd upſide down, or 
Inſide out, or any way transform'd, ſo as I might 
=" not know em again. I wou'd have all the Ele- 
ments change their Qualities ; the Fire to loſe 
its Innate Heat, and Water to expunge its Moi- 
sture; the Earth take Fire, and blow its ſelf up 
into the Ninth Sphere, whilſt the Air ſhall con- 


- 
* 
» 


Trees, and. Birds whoſe out-ſpread Claws take 
>—Rooting in the Air, and grow like Baucis and 


e 
1 Y 
5a 5 TX 
© OR 


en Pay a. Swinging Fine, for her damn'd 
late unmann 
Then wou'd I ſet up an Inquiſition” for the 
Comets, to know from whence they are, and 
what their Buſineſs is, among the Orbs above. 
1 word examine all the Conſtellations, and 
= know He agg their Names, and Ill-ſhap'd 
I Figures, And then Id trace the Milky Ways 
= mounting 1 1 o the Holieſt Heavens ofall. 
I zhere perhaps L hou'd begin ta be Modeſt and 


Sober, conſidering chat it is the Preſence-Cham- 
ber of the Ommpotent. I wou'd not broach Se- 


73 


ition, nor talk Factiouſly before the King of all Ap 
Things. But behaving my ſelf like a Courtier 
during the Pnblick Audience, I wou'd after. 
wards retire, and ſcamper through the Endleſs hp 
Fields, beyond the Cælum Empyraum ; where I ag 


< 


to his Eternal Model of the World, if we do not 


COD I de 


ſmell that we have Noſes; taſte that we have a a 
Tongue; and feel that we are all over full of Sen- 
Vw. ion ons. 
_ _ OhGod!thy Praiſes are without Beginning or 
End: Thou art an Eternal Circle of Wonders 
and Miracles. Thou ſurpaſſeft all our Sublimeſt 
Thoughts; no Words can decypher the Skirts of 
thy Garment. On thee Infinite Worlds have 
refted from Eternal Ages. Thou art no Nig- | 
gard of thy Gifts. Why ſhou'd Infinite Goodneſs FR 
and Bounty be traduc by Infidels? They ſay BY 
the World is but ſo many Thouſand Years Old, 
perhaps Five or Six. It is a damn'd Blaſphemy, 
thus lily to Calumniate the Omnipotent, and to 
ſay by Craft he was not ſo early Gracious as he 
might have been. What ſhould ail the Eternal, 
that he was not in a Condition to produce the 
World before? Or was he in a ſullen Humour, 
that he ſhould ſuffer a lapſe of ann worn 
ks ie: Ages, 
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2 A res, before he wou'd diſplay his Attributes? 


2 ; = Amen: As the N. areens have in hor” 
1 * 


8 "Prayers. 


ond the Viſible Frame. 
1 ppi for the Unknown Eternal Voyage. 
iris, 5th. of the 1 ith. Moon, 


. 5 £ 
on A 


9 17 7 the Near 11 8 
1 8 
To the Kaimacham, 


He Affairs of France ſeem to be in a 


h, — 517 1 not this Dottrin to take Root 


My Mebmer, let: us ſhake off the Prejudices of 
z cation, with all the Prepoſſeſſions and Falſe 
Hoegma of our Early Years, and adhere to fim 
Reaſon, and the Inſpirations that are from be- 


Take this.as my laft Adien, for Iam juſt E- 


5 flauriſhing Condition. This Invincible Me- 
; Inarch not only conquers Cities and Prov inces by 
A . bye but ſome yield to him voluntarily, court» 


ing his Protection. 
YL ere ate arriv'd Deputies from the Senate of | 
E: 2 in Sicily, to deſire the King to free that 
. ei and People from the Yoke of Spaniſb Tyran; 
ny, and to number them among his Subjects. 
They axe receiv d without much Ceremony on 
the part of this Court; which affedts to appear 


— and Reſerv d at ſuch a ba How- 
C5 Tex: 


— — Ü—·( 


— — 


14 
1474 
wall | | 
1h 1 
„ 
[i o 
. 
1 
i | 
3 41 
$ [ 
'T | 
- $M 
1 
l 
U. 
1 
8 


— 
— 
—— 


— 
— - 


— ———————— 
—— 


—— — 
— 


— 


1 
— 


1 — —— 
. — —— — — — — 
— — ——— [E—⁴”]——— ——— — — 


£ — — 
———ů 


— 
— — 


ee Deere CCC 
_ - \ : ————— « _— : . : = - — 3 
« . — — - — a. 4 Gs o_ Pg 


— — 
— — — — . —— — — 
— leet ere ate = — — 
— — — — —— 
. 


— 
— — —— 
- e e III III = oo UII WP, Yo I 1 ST Big rn rm rye 
— —— — — —— — — — — —— —— the 
4 * 


EGS > wi 7˙———— — > OE nets 
L - 


—— — 7˙·˙ — — — — —— —  — 
— — — 


— 


34 Letters Writ by - Vol. VIII. 


ever, there is no point of Humanity or Hoſpita- A 


ble Uſage neglected toward theſe Strangers. In iN 


a word, they are entertain'd as Friends of a 


Happiness. 


It ſeems the Spaniſh Government was very Se. 1 
vere and Cruel; laying inſupportable Taxes on 
the: Inhabitants, and fleecing them of their Si- 
ver and Gold by a Thouſand Tricks and Inven- 7 
tions of State, It was a Crime to grow Rich, 
and no leſs to be ſo Poor as to deny the Payment 


1 
«8 
lower Degree; and they eſteem this a ſufficient is 


e Wn | 1 


of the Gabels, The one put a Man in danger of Np 
the Inquiſition ;3- the other expos'd him to the 


Galleys, or ſome worſe Slavery in the Mines of - 5 
Peru. On whomſoever the Viceroy or his Offi- 


cers caſt an ill Eye, that Perſon vas ſure to be ru- 


in'd, if he did not make his Efcape, or preſent 


his Enemy with the Value perhaps of half his 
Wealth; and he muſt take it as a Favour too, 


that the) wou'd compound at ſuch eaſy Rates. 


For, theſe greedy Harpies are ſeldom contented. 
with leſs than alba Man has. 5 


Inſinite other Ny ee the People ſuffer d 
under, which at laſt ſo wearied their Patience, 


that they began to Cabal and form Conſpiracies 


againſt the Viceroy: And it was not only the 
Vulgar that thus ſought-after Eiberty,. but the 


chief of the Citizens, and ſume of the Senators. 


Theſe! all: unanimouſly agreed to treat under- 
hand. witch the! French King to repreſent to him 
heir Grievances, with the preſent State of the 
whole Ilan: For they had heard "the Fame 


al Charafter"'of his Perſon and Government: 


And they were well ſatisfied they could not ſub - 
mit to { better. or more generous Maſter than 


him. The Ki undertakes to reſeue them from 


the-Spaniſy: Bondage,” provided they wou'd aſſiſt 
Um Wiel What 8 ans they could ine 


rc: 43 


1 druck his Offers in hol Thing: which would 
aacilitate the Reduction of the Iſle. * 
—He'ſent Forces accordingly at the Beginning of 
s the Year, under the Command of the Chevalier 
4 [5 Valbelle; who acquitted himſelf very ſucceſs- 
© Milly, havingperform'd-many Conſiderable Ex- 
—Ploits, and faken ſeveral Towns, Caſtles, and 0— 
3 Per ſtrong Places from the Spaniards. * | 
I The Senate of Meſſins being eficouraged by 
» theſe proſperous Beginnings, thought it high 
Time actually to ſurrender Themſelves up to the 
5 French King: And tis on this Errand the De- 
pauties are me. 
The King being informs that the Chevalier de” 
| IV albelle wanted greater Forces to Conquer the 
7 aces which remain in the Spaniards Hands, im 
| mediately gave Orders for à certain Number of 
= eder robe Fitted and Mann under the Com 
ue of the Duke of Vivome. He gave a Com- 
miiſion alſo to the Marquis de Velavoir, with a con- 
E aaerable Army of Men; order ing him to make 
all ſpeed for 5 Si, ad to joyn the Chevalier 4e 
able, or to'a ately as-occaſionoffer'd. 
They ay, the Duke er Vivonne will ſet Sail 
with his Fleet about the Beginning of thje 
Firſt Moon: He is efteem'd a good d Soldier 5 
though ſome of the Grandes and Peers of the 
nvy him, in regard he was raisd to 
nities he poſſeſſes, through the 
1 his Siſter, Madam de Monteſpan, one: 
- of fths King's Concubines: For, he was before 
* Count of ſivome; but now he is Duke, Peer 
Mareſchal of France, as alſo A dmiral of BE. 
Mediterranean Gallies. 
The Prince of Conte; once in Company with 
| ſome'of the Grandees, and making a Compar 
wren the Mareſthals Feutllzde and Vans, de 
aid that Fenillate got his POT the N A 


2 * 
>: 


36 Letters Writ by Vol. VIII. 
and-Fivome by tlie Scabbard, reflecting thereb7 
en his: St ] 
It was not the Firſt Time that Prince us'd tlie 
Liberty of his Tongue in affronting People; he 
was always daring and bold in ſuch Caſes. When 
be was Young, and travelling through Picardy, he 
Vas to paſs by a certain Convent or Religious 
Hauſe on the Road, where the Superiour with 
all his Derviches came out to meet him, and to 
pay him the Ceremonies and Acknowledgments 
due to his Quality. The Superiour was making 
a long Elaborate Harangue, in Compliment to 
the Prince, when he all in Frolick call'd aloud 7 
to know what 4 Clock it was. The poor Deruicbes 
ſtriving who ſhould - moſt; readily ſatisfy him, 
cry'd out all together, It is Mid-day, My Lord; 
when he made them this wild Anſwer, Then get 
au all gone, and make an end of your Speech to the | 
Devil by Mid-night ; for IU bear no more of your | 
Long-winded Flantery. 
Thou wilt ſay, This was an odd fort of Ex- 
preſſion in a Prince: But it muſt be imputed to 
the Fieryneſs of his Conſtitution, which in his 
Youth ſpurr'd him on to a Thouſand Extrava- FX? 
gancies. He corrected theſe in Time, and inftead 7 
of ſuch vain Pranks and Flaſhes of his Sparkling 
Nature, he grew inflam'd with Noble Ardours 
fox his King and Country. He was.commonly | 
call'd the Frexch Lion and Mars, being eſteemed |? 
the Boldeſt Man in the Kingdom. Mareſobal 2 
Turenne; Who was no Stranger to his Genius, us d 
to ſay, That fince the Brave Horatius Curtius, 
there neuer nas 4 Man born of Woman ſo full af Fire 
and Spirit as the Prince of Conde. © © 
Vet, which is more to be admir'd, that Te 
ſuch Qualities. ſhould meet in the ſame Genius, 
de is a great Stateſman, as well as a Valiant 
Soldier. He has a prodigious Aim at the Good 
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or 111 Succeſs of Enterprizes. And his Counſels 
are generally Fortunate. wp D 
* As theſe Accompliſhments have render'd him 
beloved by the Generality of the French Nation; 
* ſo his Inconſtancy and ſiding with different Fa-, 
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be Arreſted. He is very Affable, and of no dif- | 
ficult Acceſs : Civil and Courteous to the Poor- | 
e.ſt People, returning the Salutes of his Subjects 0 
> with much Condeſcenſion. He is Amorous alſo, 2 
> and indulges that ſoft Paſſion in the midſt of all | 


his glorious Enterprizes. He had once Three 
Miſtreſſes together, one whereof was of Vulgar 
Parentage, the other was a Noble-Woman, and 
the Third a Nun. Which occaſion d this Jeft to 
be put on him; That he went about to unite the 
22 Eſtates, and faſten them to ibe Intereſt of the 
Among the other Diverſions . of this great 
Prince, he takes a particular Pleaſure in Mag- 
nificent Buildings. And his new Palace at Ver- 
ſailles is. efteem'd one of the Wonders of the 
World, for Beauty and Art. As ſoon as it was 
 Hfiniſh'd, a certain Poet preſented the King with 
TT. ˙•AAA ˙ 
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Nw 5 Cemem, 1 non e Gens bites ule 
Dee Domum, Dominum mee Dons ule pern. 


Sage Minifter, theſe Infidels flatter themſelves NET 
with a wrong Idea of their own Grandeur; not 
conſidering the Invincible 0fmans are by Deſtiny . 
exalted above all other Nations; and that nod 
City is comparable to Conſtantinople for Beauty 
2 Riches; nor any Place ſo Magnificent as the | 

raglio, which is the Seat of the Great Sultan, 

rd of Aſia, Africa, and Huge; ara et of: 75 
che whole d 3 
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2 K IT i K xl. 
Ti 7 the Vizir Baſſa, a (Conſtutinople. . f 


An {oqaintes with a French Merchant in this" 
City, who often-trades to Conſtantinople, Smyr-- 
14, Aleppo, and other Cities of the Levam. He 
knows ching of me or my Buſineſs at Paris, far- | 
ther than other People, Who take me fer a Na- 
tive of Moldavia, and one whom the Deſire of 
Knowledge has brou t hither, Where the Sci- 
ences have taken up their Reſidence. Beſides, 
they may imagin, that the Hopes of Preferment 
in the Church, were one Inducement to my Tra- 
velling thus far from the Place of in Nativity. 
Smee I have alt along profeſsd my ſelf a Student 
and Candidate of the Prieſthood; and it is gene- 
rally known how familiar I have been with Car- 
Wing} — * his Succeſſor Mazarini, What- 
ever 
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ver their Thoughts be, thou may ſt aſſure thy 
ſelf, that in the Main, I have taken Care to 


ble Wealth. This Perſon not long ſince, came 


15 


frality and Juſtice of the Mufſulmans. In all 


dum to ſay, The Turks are perfect Saints in Com- 
> pariſon with u. And to confirm his Aſſertion, he 
6 relates many pretty Paſſages of T hings happening 
1 whilſt he reſided at the Imperial City; all In 
Honour of the True Believers. Which has 


drawn upon him no ſmall Hatred, Envy and 


=> Perſecution from the Prieſts, and their more 
bigotted Followers. However, he ſhrinks not 


of his Aſſertions. And ſome Men of Senſe Who 
have heard the Stories he tells, and the Elegant 
Account he gives of our. 1 
cannot forbear crying out, They e almoſt profe=; 
lyted to be Mabomeran Faith. © © ee 
Among the reſt, he recounts an Extrabrdinla. 
xy Occurrence, which happen'd to himſelf at Hs 
puarting from Conſtantinqple; which I thought it 
worth while to acquaint thee with, in regard it 
is much taken notice of in Paris hy all that hear 
it; and conduces not a little to raiſe in the Frenob. 


Holy Faith, than they were wont to have. 
It ſeems Manſteur de Vaubrun had enter d into a 
Arid Partnerſhip with Muſtapha Zari, a Native of 
Turcomaniz, dwelling at Conſtantinople, and tradin 

"DAS: | | mW 


*onceal my True Circumſtanees, and the Affairs 


from Conſtantinople, and has made it his Buſineſs 
ever fince his Return, to extel the fingular Mo- 


Companies where-ever he comes, tis uſual with ' 


> from his Word, but ſtoutly Maintains the Trutn 


1 an higher Efteem of the Muffulmans and. our 
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in Silks. © Their mutual Traffick and Correſpon- 
dence held for the ſpace of Four Years ; at the 
end of which, the Freucb- Man being calbd Home 
to his Native Country, by Letters from ſome of 
his Friends, to take Poſſeſſion of an Eſtate newly 
fallen to him by the Death of an Uncle, he gave 
his Partner notice of it, telling him his Reſolu- 
tion was fix d to depart very ſpeedily from the 


Port, and take his Voyage for France; at the ' 


ſame Time deſiring, that the Accounts between 
them might be ſettled. Which was done accord- 
ingly ; and in cafting them up, it was agreed up- 
on by both, that this Monſieur Vaubrun remain'd 

indebted Nine Hundred Zequins to Muſtapha Zari. 
There was no Contention in the Caſe: Monfieur 
very readily gave him Five Bags Seal'd, and de- 
ſir d him to tell the Mony. Ne, replied Muſtapba, 


We have dealt together thus long, and I have found jou 


a boneſt Man; God forbid that I ſbould miſtruſt my 
Friend at our laſt parting. 8 


This was done t * before Monſieur de Vau- 
bran was to take his Leave of Conſtantinopie; for 


he had Hired Horſes to Travel by. Land to Smyr- 


na, his Buſineſs ſo re E Therefore both Par- 
ties being well ſatisfied, they bid Adieu to each 
other, wiſhihg mutual Happineſs. The next 
Day Monſieur de Vaubrun took Horſe for Smyrna, 
having diſpatched all his Affairs at the Imperial 
1 kd | 


It fo happen'd, That as ſoon as he was gone, 


- Muſtapha had occaſion to pay a Thouſand Five 
Hundred Zequizs to a Merchant of Holland. 
Wherefore having newly receiyed thoſe Five 
Bags from his Partner, he with them made up 
the Sum due to the Dutchman, ſa y ing withal, 
That he had not told the Mony in thoſe Fiv 


Bags, in regard he took them on the Credit of 
ry and bf Nav, who bad been 


2 very wort 
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bis Partner. But the Jealous Chriftian would 


having told over the Mony, faid 'twas all right, 
and was very fairly putting it up again. But Mu- 


Overplus, above Nine Hundred Zequins. W here- 


fore he bid the Dutchman hold his Hand, till he 


had told the Bags over himſelf; for he ſuſpected 
there was ſome Miſtake, The Nazarene durſt 


155 


would have done in his own Country. So that 
when Muſtapba had run the Mony over, he found 


themſelves, and gave the reſt to the Hollander. 
In a Word, having diſpatch'd that Payment, he 
ſent an Expreſs away immediately with the Two 


n 


3 2 
OY 3 
a 
* 22 1 
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Day to 4 Dutch Merchant, he »ot having the ſame 
= Faith, wou'd tell it; and finding theſe Two Hundred 
= nd Fifty Zequins over and above the Sum ſuppoſed to 


7 prevented bim, 1 ſend them to thee as thy Right, ſup- 
This Relation I had from Monſieur de Vaubrun's. 
noiſe 


Fd 


kot ſhew ſo much Generofity ; for he and 
broke up the Seals in the Preſence of Muſtaphaz and 


ſttapba, who had a quick Eye, and being well vers d 
In telling of Mony, perceiv'd there was a great 
not deny a True Believer this Priviledge, under 


the Grand Signior's Protection, whatever he 


Eleven Hundred and Fifty Zequins in Bags by 


ng. 
= forbid that I ſhou'd detain any Thing beyo my Right, 


== Credit without telling it, but being o pay it away this 


be in the Bags, yet would baue ſnuggi d them in bis 
Dutch Conſcience, bad not I diſcem d bu Fraud, and 


„„ 


own Mouth: And I tell thee, it makes a grea 
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noiſe in Paris, ] leave it to thy Mature Reſolves q oy 
whether that honeſt Muſſulman deſerves not 
ſome „ e and publick Honour to be done 
par who by ſuch a rare Action of Juftice, has 
raisd a Noble Character of the Müſfulmans a- | b 15 
mong the Infidels. 3 

Moft Illuſtrious and Serene Baſſe, I pray the | 0 
Almighty and All- good God, to have thee in his 4 "3 
Holy Protection, and 1 8 8 thy Virtues and 1 4 


Paris, 11th. of the 3d. Moon, 
5 the Year 1675. 9 
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LET TER XII. 


7 Ibrahim Eli Zeid, Hadgi, fem 
Preacher to the Seraghio. 


Hr. has Pappen d ſomething TG: 4 Which 
the Prieſts magn nify as an Apparent Miracle; 
whilft, for ought I know, tis only. A pure Effect 
of Nature. 
Thou art not to Karl that the Naarens have 
their Saints in great Veneration: That the tp ; 
voke them in their Neceſſities; Rt up their I. - 
ges and Pictures in Temples to be ador d: TI at 
they preſerye their Bones, Aſhes, Hair, Gar- 
9 55 or any Thing that Ae: 5 he Maid. of 
acred Relique ; That they. ofa it 
Coffi $, Utns, 'Che bs , and other 15 000 30 85 
and Siiher adorn'd with Precious SEONES. 5 
they place them in their Moſcks, as in San 185 
ries; ſometimes. under their Ala, at other 
| Times upon them: Some in Particular Oratories 
or Chapels, others in the Choixe: That they 
carry 
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| p e rry them i in | Proceſſion 3 in Times of publick . 


*Hamity, and on certain Feſtivals; thinking by 
this means to pacify the Wrath of Heaven, and 
draw down the Divine Benediction. Thou art 


. Tg not ignorant alſo, That they believe the Saints 


dre Guardians of certain Kingdoms, Provinces, 
Cities, Families, and even of Private Perſons, 
2 = Hence St. Denis is eſteem'd the Patron of 
| France; St. Fames of Spain; St. George of England; 
ad ſo of other Nations. Each City alſo has its 
ts Guardian Saint. Hence St. Anthony is 
5 nest the Patron of Padua; St. Mark of Ve- 
nice; and to come to the Purpoſe, St. Genevieve 
is ador'd by the Citizens of Paris, as the Patroneſs 
of this Place. 
There is a Beautiful Temple built in Honour 


which alſo is calVd by her Name, the Mountain 


the Fountain of St. Genevieve. 


Saint, ſome of which ſhe perform'd in her Life- 


| Honour of this Virgin. 


ö Church; all arra y cb in long Robes of wh 84. 
nen, where 1 chant aloud the Praiſs of 


Hours in a private Chappel | in their Cloyſters, to 


and 


of her, on the Higheſt Ground in the City, 


of St. Genevieve. On the Decline of this, there 
is a Fountain of Delicate Water, which is call'd 


They attribute many Miracles to this Female 


time, others after her Death, if we may believe 
what the Prieſts affirm, and what is Recorded in 
the Hiſtory of her Life, in the Annals of Paris, 
and the Archives of the Convent belonging to her 
Temple. For there is a certain n of Der- 
3 | viches of the chief Nobility in Paris, who:conſe- 
= cfate themſelves for ever to a Religious Life, in 


They meet Twice a Day in the-Choire of the 


Genevieve. As oft as they affemble, at different 


perform the like Deyotions. Thoſe \ Who are : 
: choſen, into this Order, are all Perſons of Sweet 


— — — — — 
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ward the Statues, which ſtood on high behind | 


tue in his Face. Beſides, a certain Luſtre that 
Soul. Methought he look'd like one of the Pages 


upon him, and not to feel the Paſhons of Plato- |: 
nick Love. He deported himſelf with a Grace 
vhich cannot be expreſſed. go 


rity with him on the account of Arabick, which he 


Abilities, and well vers'd in Languages, and all 
manner of Divine and Human Learning, 


regard I cou'd not forbear mentioning a Perſon of 
_ whomlT have a great deal more to ſay, than can 
well be compriſed. in one Letter. 
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vieve. In the upper part of the Choire, Four 
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4 Church in Paris, as appears in this, at th 
ime of Celebrating 


RA 
Reverence from the People, who are preſent at 5 


x34 x * 


the Altar. He had the very Signature of Vir- 


ſeem d to ſpring all on a ſudden into his Eyes ang 
Cheeks, diſcovering ſome inward Rapture of his 


of Eden, as they are deſcribed in the Holy Alcoran. 
I proteft it was impoſſible for me to fix my Eyes 


Afterwards I contracted an intimate Familia- | Z 


learns of me, He isa Perſon of excellent natural | a 
Pardon this Digreſſion, Venerable Hadgi, in 


ereafter I 
will communicate a farther Account of him, 
whilft I now return to the Church of St. Gene- 


Pillars of Jaſper, with Four Golden Images of 
Angels on the Tops, ſupport the Shrine % it. is 


— —— :::; 
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Faint, wherein lies encloſed all that remains of 
der Body. Several Wax Tapers burn before it 
Day and Night. The Deyouter ſort of People 
ZXneel and kiſs the Pillars which ſuſtain the Ad- 


% & 2 — LEY 


of the Church. He touches the Shrine with the 


2 


Linnen, Oc. and having done ſo, he takes it 


down again; when pronouncing a Benediction 
on it, in the Name of the Saint, he reſtores it to 
the Party whoſe it is. 

They believe that Linnen or any Thing elſe 
belonging to the Body, being ſo touch'd and 
bleſs'd, has Power to chaſe away Maladies, to 
preſerve them from Dangers, to eaſe Women in 
Childbirth, and to make them proſper in all 
Things. So profound is the Attach which they 
have for this famous Saint. But whether there be 
any Thing more in it than Super ſtition and Bigo- 
try, God only knows. However the Inhabitants 
of Paris, eſteem this Shrine, as the Trojans did their 
Palladium, and the Romans their Ancile, which fell 
from Heaven, as Numa Pompilius made them believe. 
W³wWhen the City is threaten'd with any Publick * 
= Calamity, this Shrine is taken down with Abun- 
dance of Pomp and Solemnity, and carry'd in | 
XZ Proceſhon through the Streets; thinking thereby | 
to divert the Vengeance of Heaven, and appeaſe | 
tbe Anger of the Omnipotent. 


Such was the Caſe here lately: T here having x 
fallen ſuch an Overplus of continual Rains, as | 


threaten'd to deſtroy all the Corn and Herbage, | 
with the Fruits of the Earth; beſides the Da- | 


mage had been already. done to Innumerable |} 
= Perſons in their Houſes and Goods by the vaſt 
Inundations. True e This 


Noſtre Dame : Which was accordingly performd * 
ſeen all the Religious Orders in this City, both Ty 


the Court of Moneys, with the whole Body f 1 
the Citizens, iy ' 1 
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This occaſion'd a Decree to come out for te 
taking down the Body of St. Genevieve, and car. 
rying it in Solemn Proceſſion to the Temple of 7 


on the 17th of this Moon. In the Proceſſion were 


of Men and Women; the Parliament of Pari, 
the Chamber of Accompts ; the Court of Aids; tt 


But no ſooner was the Shrine of St. Genevieve 
brought into the open Air, when the Rain ceas dl, 
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the Clouds diſpers d, and the Sky became Serene 
and Clear: And fo it has continued ever ſince. 


The Prieſts will have this to be an Effect of st. 


Genevieve s Interceſſion with God for the Pro- 
vince and City committed to her Patronage. 
And the People are willing enough to believe it. 
If this Shrine be as efficacious in cauſing Rain, 
when there is a Drought, as the Inhabitants. of 
Paris affirm, it may not unfitly be compared to 
the Lapis Manalis of the Ancient Romans. This 
was a certain great Stone, which in Time of Ex- 7 
ceſſive Pryneſs, the Romans us d to draw into te 
City with vaſt Ropes, by the Gate Capena, whilſt 
the Prieſts of the God Mars, danc'd before it, 
and all the Veſtals left the Sacred Fire, to fol- (=- 
low the Proceſſion. They drew the Stone to te 
Temple of the Goddeſs Flora, where they ftrew'd 

upon it a Handful of wither'd Flowers and 

Herbs. Then immediately it began to Rain, and 


they let the Stone lye there, as a Memorial be- 


fore the Temple of the Goddeſs, till they had e- 
nough of that ſort of Weather, to ſecure the 
Growth and Maturity of the Vegetables; and 
then they drew it back again in the ſame manner 


as before, only each Veſtal now carried ſome 


of the Sacred Fire in an Earthen Veſſel, where- 
as before they carried none. Whe⸗ 
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e Whether there be any Real Efficacy in thoſe 
. Religious Ceremonies, or no, is not in my Pow- 
er to determine: But *tis certain, that every Na- 
tion confides much in the Myſteries taught them 
py their Prieſts. The Force of Education pre- 

pvoails on moſt Men even to old Age; in regard 
„they think it an Impiety to examine or queſtion 
; the Traditions of their Fathers, eſpecially when 
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FT Satisfy me in this, and then thou ſhalt be more 


Paris, 10th. of the 6th. Moon, 
of the Near 1675. 
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Fage Effendi, Tell me whether it be Hereſy to 
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LETTER I. 
' To Dgnet Oglou. 


Spleen, it overwhelms me in ſuch deep 
Melancholies: Yet when I conſider the 
ſame Vital is a_necefſary Inſtrument of 
Mirth and Laughter, Iteverſe that wiſh again. 
Not that I am fond of a Levity which makes us 
reſemble Apes, rather than Men; tho the Phi- 
loſophers ſay the contrary. But I correct my 
Partial Thoughts, which would lay the fault on 
my Body, when my Mind is chiefly to Blame. 
For, he that is Mafter of his Reaſon, need not 
fall into either Extreme, to be always a grinning 
like Democritus, or howling with Heraclitus. Re- 
2 11 ſignation 
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7 Ometimes I could wiſh my ſelf without a | 
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cl. VII. S, PARIS. ay 
fenation and Tranquility are the Golden Mean. 
nd he that fteps over this Line, on one fide 
Yr other, falls into the ſame Vanity which he be- 
moans or ridicules in the reft of Mortalss. 
l have ſtudied to know this World, and the 
Nature of all Things, but am never the Wiſer, 
aſter ſo many Years öf ſearch. I have perus'd 
many Books, and convers'd with more Men, yet 
none of them all can inform me of a certainty | 
n hat Jam my lf, How then ſhould I be able 
to comprehend the Eſſences of Other Things? 
Henceforth, I'll lay aſide this Inquiſitive Folly, 
and be careleß, till Death ſhall either quite ex- 
tinguiſh ſo troubleſome a Paſſion, or fully fatisfy 
it with new Diſcoveries. ES anions 
Vw, In that ſeparate State, I hope to ſee in ope!: 
Light, the Naked Forms of Things, without the 
Interpoſition of a Veil or Glaſs, to thicken aud 
dusk the Proſpect. Whereas, in this Life, we 
are fain to peep into the World through the clote 
= Windows of our Senſes ; which are ſo v'crlaid and 
= darkend with the Duft our Paſſions raiſe, be- 
EX fides the Natural Dullneſs of their Compoſition, 
That we are fain to run from Pannel to Pannel, 
= and uſe the Opticks of Philoſophy to help our 
Sight. Yet, after all, we ſtill are purblind, and 
ſeo are. like to be during this Mortal Life. Bur 
when once this Priſon of ours ſhall be demoliſh'd 
by a Tempeſt of Misfortune, or by ſome ſudden 
= Diſaſter ; or it ſhall moulder away through Sick- 
== nels, Age, and Native Weakneſs, thus crumbling 
do its primitive Duſt; then ſhall the Soul expand 
tit ſelf, and fly at large in the open Firmament of 
wiſdom, Light, and Science. 1 
My Dgnet, Let thou and I be eontent to bear 
the Inconveniences of theſe Earthly Cages for - 
while; and in a little Time we ſhall be conſign' 
over to Eternal Liberty. I defign'd to have ſaid 
85 D „ "mores 
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more; but I tell thee Im too Melancholy, 
Therefore Adieu for the Preſent. 1 


Paris, oth. of the 8th. Moon, 


of the Near 1675. 


—_ * i . 
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LETTER II. 


' To Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principal Secre 
tary of the Ottoman Empire. 1 

4 „ * 5 oP 

| hay Ten Years ago ſince I gave thee a1 

1 Account of the Renowned Mareſchal de Ju. 
renne: Wherein I did not pretend his compleat 
Hiſtory, or preſent thee with his full Character? 
but only to inform thee of ſome remarkable Pal 
„ rh Life, and to draw an imperfe& Idea 
his Virtues. Which though they were very? 
great, yet were not ſufficient to sxreen him from ma 
1 War, and the Stroke of a Violent 
On the Six and Twentieth of the Moon of Fuly, a 
this great General, having given all neceffar} = 
Orders for a Battel, with the Imperialiſts in, 
Alſatia, was ſurveying a certain rais'd Ground“ 
mear Strasbourg, on which he defign'd to planta [7 
Battery; when a Cannon Shot from the Town, 
guided by Fate more than by the Gunners Aim 
or Skill, came grazing along on the Earth, and 
in its Cateer gave this Hero a Mortal Blow on; 
the Breaſt, of Which he mftantly died, without 
c a Con ns 
There was an Officer of the Artillery in his 
Company, who ſpied the Courſe of the Bullet at 
A Diſtance, and happily ſtarted out of the Way. 
He reports, that Monſieur Tarene faw the ſame, 


but 
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Fut whether out of the Greatneſs of his Spirit, 
*Z@ hich would not ſuffer lim to appear timerous of 
Peatb, or whether his extream Thoughtfulneſs . 
nn the approaching Battel, kept him from pro- 
iding for his own Safety ; tis certain he ſtood 
immoveable, and ſuftain'd the Fatal Stroke 
nich coſt him his Liſmmme. 
The Court of France laments his Death, with 
extraordinary Demonſtrations of Sorrow : And 
ip does all the Kingdom. Indeed they have Rea- 
yon: France having never ſent into the Field a 
Man more accompliſhed with all the Virtues. and 

Heroick Qualities requiſite in a great General. 
XZ They relate Two or Three remarkable Paſ- 
ages of his Life, which either happen'd ſince ! 
rote my former Letter to thee about him; or 
At leaſt they came not to my Knowledge at that 
Time. „„ TED 
One was a little after his Brother the Duke of 
HBouillons Death, when he was ſeen to weep very 
naffectionately, tho he endeavour'd to hide his 
Paſſion from the Obſervation of others. Which 
was taken notice of as an Argument of his Com- 
paſſionate Temper; and that all the Blood whick 
gad been ſpilt in his fight, and under his Con- 
duct, had not diminiſh'd his Natural Tender- 
cs and Hamanity. oo Ei nn nts 
fle was ſincerely Modeſt, without giving the 
„World any occaſion to judge, that he only atftett- 
ned to appear ſo, For when any of his Friends 
| %or Creatures would run into Zyperboles, in ex- 
1 F#tolling his Actions, he would not by a feigned 
t &7 Humility, and denying all they ſaid, lay a Train 

for greater Flatteries ; but he ſo diſcreetly mo- 
derated his Anſwers, that at the ſame Time he 
appeared ſenſible of his True Merit, without the 
leaſt Symptom of Arrogance or Vain-Glory, 


* 


33 
ot. 
+ 
N 
D 


5 
: 
Ys 
* « 


8 : 
= 7 ? : 1 „ 
7 ns "#5. * 2 
: _ "= 1 N s 
18. : 
"if 1 
* . { 


I learned not à little fron bis omn Exemplary Condu 


reward and gratify his Friends. It being a Won 
ibe King's Pay, and bis Friends ſhould live on h 
Which made his Wife often ſay, That were it 1 
 Retinue of Noble Beggars about kim, That ſhe fears Fa; 
Ttale, and, turn Meudicants themſelves. 


boarding up great Heaps of Mony : For my Pars f. 
ie End of the Tear, 1 ſhould find in m Coffers 4 gre 
Treaſure of Gold left, it would Naar me as much, 


Diſhes over again. 
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Jo when ſome Lords came to condole the LA 


8 


ef his Brother, that they might comfort hin 
they turn d the Diſcourſe to a Panegyrick on hin 
ſelf, highly extolling the whole Ser ies of his He 
roick Performances. But looking on them witiz 
a ſtedfaſt Gravity, and fetching a deep Sigh, 
reply d, It 5s the Opinion of the World, that In 
ſomething vers d in the Affairs of War : It would be a 
Ingrateful Preſumption to oppoſe the Publick Sentimen 
But, I can aſſure you, there is nothing more cert 
thaw that much of my Knowledge in this kind, is own ab 
to my Deceas d Brother, who by Rules taught me mu, 
advantagious Improvements of Mantial Diſcipline. Au 


Another Remark they make, is on the Lib 
rality of this General, and his Contempt vm 
Riches ; For he really impoverilh'd, bimfelf. 


very common in his Mouth, That he- would live s 


Eſtate. Yet he was but a Younger Brother R. 


for toe King's Mony, ber Huband entertain d ſuch il 
beth he and. ſhe muſt in à little Time tale up the |; an 4 3 


It is credibly reported of this great Man, th 
he ſet his Heart ſo little on Mony, as not to kn 
one Piece of Coin from another, nor their di 
ferent Value in Exchange. '  -  +« I 
Once he was heard to ſay theſe Words, to ſon'Þ# 
of the Nobles who were diſcourſing on Wealth, 
1 wonler, ſaid he, what pleaſure Men can take 1 


as if juſt wien I had made a full Dinner, I ſhould ” 
fore d to fir till, and glut my ſelf by eating of the ſul ; 
| 10 
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Z A nd that which is moſt to be admir'd is, That 


it in a little Time. 


Great Reſolation and Bravery, 


" Pes. 


genin his Old Age, to which Avarice is ſo Na- 
5 ral, his Purſe was always open, and he gave 
ay his Mony as Liberally, as in his Youth. Se - 
at when he was Dead, they could find no more 
1 an Five Hundred Crowns in his Keeping. Be- 
es, he died much in Debt, which he Contract- 
g on the Armies Account, that they ſhould not 
"Want their pay in due Seaſon. But, tis ſaid the 
Ping either has diſcharg d theſe Dedts, or will 
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He was a Man of no great Preſence either for 
Pallneſs or graceful Features; being of an ordi- 
ry Size, and heavy Countenance. With a Mein 
and Air more like a Citizen or a Mechanick, than 
Soldier. Which juſtifies the old Proverb, Thas'- 
3 be Face is not always the True Index of th: Heart. 
Por all the World knows, that he was a Man or 5 


11 7 Erber attribute many of his Victories to un | 
"= 1 I and Sage Conduct; others to his For- 

Ine; whilſt they cannot deny, That ſome were 
4 3 ing entirely to the Force of his Invincible Cou- 


It were eaſy to relate many Inſtances of this . 


Kind. But, I will not tire thy Patience. My 


a, Wetter is already ftretch'd beyond its deſign'd - 
Nl. 1 Limits; yet it comes far ſhort of reaching, the 
i Tharattec of this Prince. However it would be 


| Invididus not to inform thee of all I know con- 
ne 1 Erning him, worth Obſervation. 
In the Time of the Civil Wars, after lie had 


11 Ipandon d the Party of the Malecontents, and 


pas made General of one of the King's Armies, 
ide gave an admirable proof of his undaunted Va- 


Pur. For, when he had but Three Thouſand 


% Five Hundred Men with him, and thoſe in a 
e manner E in by Fourteen Thouſand of the 


1 D 3 R ebe 2 
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Rebels; ſo that there was but one Paſs left, | 
whereby. he might efcape, and he was ſtrongly = 
preſs'd. to make uſe of that Advantage: No, ſays 7 
he, 1 will not auy longer live to ſee my Soveraign I 
out ; BY o Ces , 
gainſt him, oven mp $ Forces wore entire, Th 
7 oa they bad receiud — or Defeat, and cn 
we expect they will any where be more favourable to . ' 
men they ſhall behold mus flying from our Victorious j. 
nemies? No: This Fatal Day ſhall either put 4 Chet 1 1 
30 their Succeſs, or give a Period to my Life. And : of 
the Event anfwer'd his Expectation. For he en 
ter'd into Battel with the Prince of Conde, and 
routed all his Forces. Ever ſince which, he has 
done the French King ſo many eminent Services, i 
: ws amply made Amends for his T Wo Vears Re. 
volt. | 2 
He is now gone to the other World, not as to © 
Ca mpagne, but to. Celebrate an Eternal Tri-. 
umph among the Famous Heroes of the Eartb. 
The King has in Honour of his Merits, causd 
his Body to be buried in the Temple of St. Deni, 
where all the Blood Royal of France is repoſited. 
Shewing in this, how little difference he makes 
between him that fits on the Throne, and him 
rhat well ſupports it. | 
Inaſtrious Hamet, I pray Heaven u ire the * 
Sultan to reward thee and all his Faithful Mini- 
ſters, and Valiant Generals, with particular 
Honours, proportionate to every Mans diſtindt 
Merits, and Services. Adieu · 


Nunn, 4th. of the oth. Moon, 
| 1þ: ear 1675. 
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IE T TER I. 
| To the Kaimacham. | 


2 Year, which I. cannot preſently tranſmit 
an Account of, for want of Timely Intelligence, 
My Letters are often finiſh'd and ſeal'd, and 
ſometimes ſent away before I hear of the Taking 
of ſuch; a City, or Strong Hold; of this Victory 


on the French fide, or that Succeſs on the Part of 
their Enemies, the Germans, Spaniards, and Hol- 
„ Landers, And I do not think it worth while to 
trouble the Miniſters of the Port with an After- 
= Diſpatch, only to inform them of ſome Seige, 
Battel, or other petty Occurrence, as oft as they 
comeèe to my Knowledge. Chuſing rather to re- 
XZ capitulate in one Letter, at the end of the Year, 
all fuch Paſſages as were omitted before, That ſo 
my Intelligence however diſ-joynted and parcel'd 
out into Fragments, may yet at laſt be ſet toge- 
ther again, and made entire. 


Thus the taking of B- and in Rouſſillon from 


the Spaniards, by the Mareſchal de Schomberg, was 
7 not a matter of that Importance as todelerve a 


particular Letter on purpoſe to keep Time with 
the Action. Yet it is convenient to inſert it in 
this Summary of Tranſactions omitted in my for- 
mer Letters; That ſo the Ottoman Regiſter may 
not be imperfe& and defective. This Fortreſs 
was taken about Midſummer, after an Entrench- 
ment of Seven Days. EEE TR 
But Fortune though ſhe ſeems to have declar'd 
in Favour of the French Arms, yet to ſhew her 
Inconſtancy, ſometimes turns her Smiles to 
Frowns, and ſeems for a while to leave them in 
th&Lurck, D 4 On 
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On the 11th. of the 8th. Moon, there happen d r 
an Accident at Treves, which occaſion'd the Lok | 
of that Town to the Confederate Enemies of | 
France, and a little clouded the Glory of the | i 

Mareſchal de Crequi's Arms, who had hitherto |-* 

_ fought Succeſsfully, and gain'd the Reputation“ 


of a very Wiſe and Prudent General. 


It ſeems the Governour of Treves, whom they | ht 
call the Sieur Vignory had Orders to come out of | 


the Town that very Day, and join the Mareſchal 
de Crequi with Five Thouſand Men of the Garri- 
ſon, to put in Execution ſome Deſign they had 
upon the Confederate Forces, which lay not far 
off, The Governour in Compliance with the 
Order,” was Marching his Men over a Bridge, 
when his Horſe ſuddenly ſtarting at the Diſ- 
charge of a Piſtol fell with his Rider intu the 
Ditch, where they both periſh'd. Now this un- 
fortunate Gentleman not having diſcover'd his 
Secret Order: to any Perſon Living; his Lieu- 
tenant being ignorant of the Deſign, and troubl'd 
at this unhappy Accident, caus'd the Five Thou- 
fand Men to March hack again into the Town: 
In the mean time the Mireſchat de Crequi in vain 
expected the coming of theſe Recruits,and finding 
bimſelf too weak, to reſiſt the more numerous 
Troops of his Enemies, was forc'd to give Way, 
whilft they advanc'd to befiege the Town, the 
main Thing which he aim'd to prevent. In this 
Str-ight he had nothing elſe to do but to throw 
him#lf with his Forces into the Town, that ſo 
his Preſence might ſapply the Dead-Governor's 
Place, till the King's Pleaſure were known. He 
defended the Place with much Reſolution and 
Bravery ; But by the Treachery of a certain 
Captain belonging to the Gariſon, it was at 
length taken, after Abundance of Bloodſhed. 
Thijs Traitor's Name was Boſejourdan; he held a 
F | . pri- 


* 
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| | private Correſpondence with the Enemy, in- 
; | Form'd them of the Diſadvantages the Town lay 
nder; corrnpted ſeveral of the Gariſon, and 
did all Things that might facilitate the Reducti- 
vn of the Place. For which he was deſervedly +. 
| Fang'd, having been deliver'd into the Hands f 


tte French, by thoſe, who, thouph they made uſe of 
be Treaſon, yet could not but abbor the Traytor, - - 
The Imperlaliſts took Courage upon this Suc? 
ceſs, and began to think, That ſince the Death 
of Mareſchal Jurenne, Fortune bad abandon d the In- 
z ereſt of France, and enter d into tbe Confederacy 
witb them. Hereupon Count Monticuculi on the 
20th. of the 8th. Moon inveſted Haguenau, a ſtrong 
Place in the Hands of the French. But the Ap- 
proach of the Prince of Conde ſoon made him 
raiſe the Seige. Since which there has been lit- 
tle of Action on either fide, ſave the taking of 
hbuin, a Town ſituated on the Sanbre, and which 
commands all the Country between that River 
and the Meuſe. It was ſurrender*d to the French 
=> ahont the Beginning ofthe 11th. Moon, on Con- 
dition that the Priviledges of the Inhabitants 
=> ſhould be preſery'd, and that they ſhould not be 
forc d to maintain the King's Garriſon — 
There have been lately ſome Seditions in the 
{> Provinces of Bretagne and Guienne, (aid. to be ſe - 
= cretly abetted by the Parliaments of Bourdeauæ 
and Rennes. For which the King has ſignified - 
= his Diſpleaſure by removing thoſe Aſſemblies to 
bother Places, after having inflicted ſevere and 
exemplary Puniſhments on the Ring-leaders of 
= the Tumults, . - | Rds 
And now this Monarch ſeems to be weary of 
the Fatigues of War, having publiſh'd a Maui. 
5 feſto, wherein be complains of the Injury done to 
Prince William of Furſtemberg, 7lenipotentiary 
= frow the Biſhop of Cologae; Declares that be had 
* 3 i reaſon 
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Peace. 


fett ofa Vow the King made, when he was late. 
ly afflicted with a violent Fever. Be it how it 7 
will; the Captains and Soldiers, on all Sides are 
agteed to ceaſe from Acts of Hoſtility, during 

this cold Seaſon; finding it much more comfol -. 
table to wallow in Beds of Down, than to lie 
abroad in the Snow ʒ and to lay cloſe Siege to- 
| __ godd Fire; than to campagne it in Trenches ful“ 
r 11 

IIluſtrious Miniſter, I pray God make thee t 
kappy all the Four Seaſons of the Year; but. 

ſpecially to give thee his Winters Bleſſing, : 
' » Warm Houſe, anargreeable Bedfellow ; Plenty) 
of the Gifts of Ceres and Bucchis, a Merry Heart i 


and a Good Stomach, _ | 


Paris 7th. of the 12th, Moc 
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bis Allie, contrary to the Law of Nature ; that neue. 
 theleſs be bad labour d for the general Peace of Chri- 
ſtendom : And was nom in the ſame Intlinatio, ® 
On which Account he ſent the Sieur Colbert Ma. 
ſter of the Requeſts, and the Count d. Avaux to 
Ninieguen there to aſſiſt at the Conferences of | 
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"LETTER IV. 


Y 7 0 Abdel Melec Muli Omar, Preſident 


f the Coll. of Sciences at Fez. 


11 HY Pacq yet came juſt now to my Hands, i in 
a 


1 tte Apollo o 


n Hour? of Felicities, under a Noble aud 
peer, Aſteriſm. The Conftetlations Above 
ſmiſe on Myhmut at this Seaſon. A Thouſand ſoft 
and ſerene Pleaſures diftill upon my Soul; a 
2 Pear] of Heavenly Dew fits on every bloo Coming 
Hen My Heart is like a Garden in th 
655 s of 5 Autumn-Solſtice, freſh and fra- 
177 hough drooping for Age. | 
I. have ſpent the Spring and Summer of my 
WE in Error, Ignorance and Vanity. 'Tistime 
12585 I ſhounld proyide for the Winter of my Age, 
a Stock of Solid Wiſdom and Virtue. And Hea- 
ven to ſhew its Love and Care of Mortals, in- 
Ur 'd thee with the Generous T houghts of athſt= 
W's me once more by thy Sage Inftrutions. Thy 
Diſpatch contains lch a Sen of Philoſophy 
and 17. never can be refuted. T hou art 
S — 

Glory be 0 the A ſtick, Living and Strong, E- | 


ternal Father and Sourſe of Lights, Fountain of Intel- 
© Wd Perfections, Original Tredſuy of Reaſon; with 
: 3 whom remain + 
4 Things aft, preſent and to come; the Patterns of 
Things viſible aud inviſible, the Exemplars of every 


om Everlaſting Ages, the Ideas of 


. Thing that has had, ſhall, or can have Exiſtence 
in the Univerſe. Bleſſed be the Word and Breath 
E of God, the Spiris of Life and Underſtanding, which 
in the determined Periods of Time, enters inte 
5 Mo Souls, making them the F avourites of the 


Hie, and Prophets. 
That 


overflows thy Soul, as the Nile; The Streams 
thereof are ſtrong and rapid as the Currents of 
Veri and Euphrates; Rich, and inebriating as 
the Waters of Jordan; thy Mind is cover'd with 
1. Deluge of Science. | N88 


0! Immarceſſible Wiſdom !. Ble ed is the Man that 3 | 
bas thee for bu Portion in this Life. The Gold has | 7 
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That Spirit deſcends ſometimes and on ſome 
Perſons, like a gentle Shower in Harveſt; but 
on thee it pours down like the Rivers from Para- 
diſe, in Vaſt and Mighty Cataratts. Wiſdom | 


no Value or Beauty when compar'd with thee ;. |” 


The Diamond and Saphir fade and Took dull; 3 
and the choiceſt Pearls of the Orient loſe their þ 


Luſtre in thy Preſence... Doubtleſs, Wiſdom 


ſhines for ever, and is incorruptible, It is a pure 
reſplendent Eſſence flowing from th2' Eternal. | 
Glory; a ſincere Emination from the Divine 
Nature; The Spotleſs Mirrour of God, wherein |þ 


he beholds his own Immortal Excellencies. . It is 
ten thouſand times more ſerene than the Light it 
ſelf, brighter than the Sun, purer than the Sky, 
and more ſparkling than all the Hoft of the Stars. 
The Glitter ing Crowd of Angels are eclips'd in 


ber Preſence, and all the Radiant Orders of the. Þ 


Bleſſed above ſerve, but as Foils. to ſet forth her 

Superlative and all-penetrating Coruſcations. 
God brought her forth from tlie Womb of his 
Unfathomable Depth, ſh2 ſprang from the Trea- 
ſures which cannot be exhauſted. In the Morning of 
the World, ſhe rouz d the benumm'd Chaos with 
ber efficacious Beams. Her Energy gave Life. 
and Form to the confus'd and dark Abyſs. She. 
ſhines from one Extremity of the Univerſe to an- 
other, illuminating Infinite Spaces. She is a re- 
fulgent Circle of Light, whoſe Center is every 
where, but who Circumference is not to be. 
184K 
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Ask thoſe who pitch their Pavilions above all 
Worlds, the outlying Camps of the Omnipotent, 
XZ who guard the Frontiers of the Bliſsful Regions, 
and walk the Rounds of our Remoteſt Heaven, 
the Celum Empyreum; to fire its Beacons on the 
' © Diſcovery of any foreign Invaſion threaten'd by 
ſome New Upftart Republick of Beings, hatch'd 
in the cold and frozen Climates of the Endleſs 
Expanſe: Ask thoſe, I ſay, whether they cer 
2 cou'd trace the Eternal Wiſdom in 7 9 oa] 
Or find the Solitery Haunts of Everlaſting Rea - 
ſon? They may purſue the glorious Chace o'er 
the Untrack'd Waſts of tlie Unlimitted, Un- 

form'd Firſt Matter, as well as through the 
Fenced Fields amt” Parks, the enclos'd Land- 
Markd Grounds of this known World: But all 
in vain. There is no catching what is Infinite. The 
Wings of all created Fancies are too ſhort and 
weak. The Cherubims themſelves and Sera- 
phims are far too ſlow, to ſeize ſo ſwift a Prey. 
Wiſdom is wild as Chance, conceaFd as Nature, yet 
She dwells beyond the Higheft Heavens; her 
Throne is inacceſſible; yet ſhe fills all Things 
with her Preſence. . She ſought for a Place of 
Repoſe on Earth among the Sons of Men. She 
travers'd the Nations by Land, and viſited the 
Illes of the Sea. She deſcended into the Abyſſes 
below, and made her Scrutiny in the Horrid 
Caverns of the Globe. At length ſhe found Reſt 
in Abrabam; and pitch'd her Habitation in I- 
mae]: Becauſe it was ſo determind of Old, from 
Sempiternal Ages, and recorded in the Ar- 
chieves of Fate. She was eftabliſh'd in Mecoa, 
the Birth-place of the Prophet, and her Power 
is rooted in Medina Telnabi, the place of his u- 
rial. The Holy Cities are innobl'd by her Pre- 
ſeace, and ſhe ſhines in the midſt of an Honour- 
I e ahl 
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able Race, .an Offspr in N born to Qlarys's Re b | 


2 


nomned People, 4 SauBify'd Progeny.; a Generation of 
Wortbies ; 4 Family Te: Hera's, 4 Lineage wherean reſt 
the Equonrs and Smi es of the Onnipotent, 

Oh Arabia! Well may'ft thou bg by d the 


Happy, fince in thee is the Seat. of ternal 
ences Go Mourn, ye Mountains g Tudza ! and 8. 
We defolaxe Valleys of Paleſtine ! For the Dew un 
e Rain baue 8 gyar\ Jou.; Tour 300 anguiſhes o: 
Jour Glebe i Hed: up... Four 


Trees-witber and 47; neither does the Ground bring 


forth any Graſs or Flowers. The, Paſtures are become 
lite a Wilderneſs, over-run with Briars and Thorns, 


and your Arable Fields. are as the Hbian Waſtes, 


; barren and unprofitable. - The Land that was-once 
call'd Hol 9 now become Execrahle, a Habi- 


tation of ityrs and Dzmons ;. Becauſe Wiſdom 


has tranſlated her Reſidence from Sion; and tze 
Angels have Decampd from the Climate of e- 


alem. 


Red Sea ! For with you is 4 Great Light, even the 
Lam braught down from Heaven, and. ibe G n. of the 


Mot High overſhadows. you | 


W iow is exalted in Arabia; ſhe lifts up her 


Head above the Top of Mount Uriel“: She 


flouriſhes like the Palm-Tree, and ſpreads her 
Boughs as the Terebinth : Many Nations reſt un- 
der the Shadow of her wide-ſpread Branches: 


Her: Ways are Uniform and Beautiful, like an 


Alley of Cypreſſesz and all her Paths are ſweet as 


a Garden of Cinngnun, Myrrb, and Roſes. Her 


Fruit feeds the Haſt and the South.; her Salutife- 
rous Leaves are icattcred from India, to the Land 
of the Moors; Where thou dwelleſt. Her fragrant 


_ Odour is diffus'd from Pole to Pole, 


She is the Mother of Science and Virtue ; in 


ber — are the Spring of Life and 1 
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of Honour and Riches: She has in her Trea- 
7 ures Joc up Innumerable Kinds of Felicities, 
which plentifully pours forth on them that 
obey her Infpirations. She appears chearfully to 
them that wait upon her; and no Man ever de- 
= parted from her Preſence, but he fell into Sad- 
= neſs. For, a certain enlivening Influence flows 
== from her Countenance; a Man. is: ravifh'd with 


* 
. 


her Converſat ion. Her Breath is ſweeter than 


7 Ambroſe, or the Vapour of Eaſtern Incenſe. Her 


Thoughts are fragrant, as the Aromatick Ex- 
halations of Nardus, Onyx, and State. All Words 
are too ſhort to expreſs her Praiſes, neither is 
there any Style or Language that can deſcribe 
her Incomparable Worth. Therefore with Re- 
verence I deſiſt from ſaying any more at ths 
Time, on ſo ſublime a Subjett; left whilftT am 
prolonging the Panegyrick of Wiſdom, I pro- 

claim my own Folly, to a Sage who is familiar 
with her, and beſt knows her Character... 

In the mean Time, Vouchſafe to accept of 

theſe Lines as a Teſtimony of the profound Vene- 
neration I have for thee who art known through 


EY all Africk, and other Parts of the World, 10 be 
7 One of the Fir Rauk among Wiſuom's Favourites. = 


Adieu, Great Lamp of Mauritania, and be- 


lieve, That Mabmut is no Flatteres, 


Paris, 19th. of the 3d, Moon, 
5 % 455 eb hi 
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Letters Writ by Vol. VIII. 
LETTER V. 
To ihe Captain Baſſa. 


T* [ write often to the Baſſz's of the Land, Ide 
I not forget the Duty I owe to him of the Sea. 
Only that Element has not been the Stage of ſo 
many Remarkable Actions as the other: There 
are no Forts, Caſtles, or ſtrong Cities, built up- 
on the Waves: No ſettled Camps, or formal 
Seiges, unleſs it be upon the Frozen Seas, with- 
in or near the Artick Circle. And there they 
only imitate. the Trade of War to exerciſe their 
Youth. F e 
However, on the other Parts of the Ocean, 


there are flying Campagnes, Battels en Paſſent; 
and this Vear has afforded ſome Marine Engage- 


ments between the French, Hollanders, and Spani- 
 wrds, not altogether unworthy of thy Knowledge. 

On the 8thof the 1ſt Moon, there happened a 
Naval Fight between the Sieur de Queſne, Lieu- 
tenant General of the French Fleets, and de Rui- 
ter Vice-Admirak of the Dutch. Wherein the 
latter ſuffered confiderable Damage. But far 
greater was their Loſs on the 22d of the 4th 
Moon following; when the famous de Ruiter was 
kill'd, and ſeveral of the Dutch Ships ſunk, burnt, 
and taken, Yet, that which makes the greateft 
Noiſe, was a Battel . fought on the 2d of this 
preſent Moon, between the Mareſchat de Vivonne, 


Commander of the French Fleet, on the Coaſt of 
Sicily, and the United Naval Forces of Spain and 
Holland. Vs. 

I I haye a particular Account of this Combat; 

and becauſe I know thou delighteft in Relations 

of this Nature, I will acquains thee is 1 

5 00 


7 
BE. 
= 


r 


L 
ir 
E 
a 
© 
be 
4 
( 
b 
] 

{ 

| 


SIDES RS . 1 n 8 
ö . Rag / . PUT ODE 
8 . 3 SETS Ee W 


g . 
* 7 e 2 5 — n r 1 rats 
J Ire DOOR re IE ES a one es oe AS, 1 FO 


* 2 x -1 N 4 9 5 5 
fi X y I" 4 Vat; — 4 
Fx „ 0 0 3 T 
3 Wd en Pi 526) C 88 TENTS a EI; Fra? e 4 f _- 
3 FEI Ls „ r 4 r * 
2 ö n „ 5 l N 4 . n 
4 Nee N 8 


— 9 


ol. VIII. PARIS. 65 
how they firſt encounter d each other, and what 
Methods the French us'd to gain a glorious Victo- 


y over Two Fleets, much more numerous in 


4 Ships than their own, '- - _ 


It was not far. from. the Old dangerous | 


Streight between Charybdis and Styl/a, where the 
Duke de Vivonne deſcry'd the Hoſtile Navies mak- 
Zing toward the Place where he lay with his 
Fleet at Anchor. The Alarm was quickly giv'n, 
and all Hands to the Cable: As ſoon as they 
had weigbed, they made all the Sail they eould 
toward the Enemy. The Spaniards and Hollan- 


ders had Twenty Seven Ships of War; Nineteen 


7 Gallies, and Four Fire Ships. The French had 


but Nineteen Ships of War, Seven Gallies, and 
Five Fire Ships. Thoſe got the Wind of their 


: Enemies, and attack'd them ſo fiercely, that 
they drove ſeveral of their Capital Veſſels on 


> thoſe dangerous Rocks and Sands, where they 
were loſt; and they burnt Thirteen more of 
their Beſt Ships, among which were the Admi- 
ral of Spain; and the Vice-Admiral of Holland. 


I ceaſe to ſay more of this remarkable Fight, 


ve that it is eſteem'd only Second to the Fa- 
mous Battel of Lepanto. e 
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Prince of the Seay I wiſh thee: equal Suaceſs, 


5 whenever thou fighteſt againſt the Enemies of 
> Godand his Prophet. ER Cab E 


5 


Paris, 14th. of the 6th. Moon, 
of the Tear 1676. ; 
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To the Sage of Sages, the Myſterious Ere. 
mite, the Great Mohammed, of Mount 


Uriel, # Arabia. 


T Here is no Man in this Mortal Life, who 
has not chang'd his Opinions one Time ort 
other. And whether it be an Argument of Wiſ- 


dom or Folly, Knowledge or Ignorance, to be 
thus Mutable in our Thoughts, we find few te. 


nacious in their Old Age, of the Notions they 1 5 


entertain d in their Youth, 


We have ſome Natural and Proleptick Ideas ; 9 


born with us; others impos'd upon us by out 
Parents, Nurſes, and Tutors. Our Infant Fan- 
cies: are tender, flexible, and receptive of any þ 
Impreſhons ; like Gold that yields to ever, 
Stamp and Coin of a new Sovereign. So in the 
Mint of Human Converſation, our Thoughts are 


molted and form'd, by each. prevatling Genius 


that keeps us Company. Nay, a New Book that 
awe have an Inclination for, ſhall quite obliterate 
all that before was current Reaſon with us, and | 
transform our Faculties into another Figure, So 


true it is, That Mankind delights in Noyelty. 
Whether it be an Effect of this General Weak- 
neſs in Human Nature, or of my own particular 
Inconſtancy; or in fine, of more correct and 
mature Conſideration, I will not determine. But 
this I am ſure of, That I cannot think now of 
ſeveral things, as I have done formerly, without 
offering great Violence to my preſent Reaſon. | 
am as apt now to ſuſpe&t my ſelf of Dotage at 
| theſe Years, as other Men are inclin'd to flatter 
themſelves into a Conceit of their own n 

an 


ol. VIII. S PARIS. 4 
and to boaſt of it to others at the ſame Age. 
However, it appears evident to me, That 
Mans Experience perfets bis Speculations: And 1 
37 rrafficks. in the Mart of Philoſophy on the Stock of bis 
on Diſcoveries, is in a fairer Way to improve _bimſeif., 
| thay a Mam that trades altogether on ibe Credit of 
other Mens Conceptions. VVV 
= . The latter is but Wiſdom's Factor, or he may 
be call'd, 4 Brother in the Sciences, or a. Banquier of 
otber Mens Imaginations; He frequents the Com- 
mon Exchange or Burſe of Learning; reads the 
Books of the Ancients; converſes with the Wits, 
and moſt accompliſh'd Spirits of the prefent Age. 
vet after all, he has but a Retail Profit. Nor 
mall he ever have better, ſo long as he dares not 
venture ſomething of his own. 8 
Wbereas the former is a Rich Subftantial 
Merchant, dealing on his own: Bottom. He 
ventures on the wide Ocean of the World's pee- 
viſh cenforious Humour; runs the Hazard of 


Shbipwreck, and Corſa irs. The Winds and Storm? 
of Human Malice do not fright him; nor all the 
Kocks of Superſtition eftabliſt®d by the Laws of 
Nations. Na Sands or Shelves, or any under- 
mining private Intereſt, can baulk his Courage; 
| | 2 whilſt he has the Gales of Truth, and Tide of 
Primitive Reaſon on his fide. For then he knows 
the Common Fortune will be his Pilot, and ſteer 
hum ſafe through all. | „ 
From what I have ſaid, thou wilt expect ſome 
new refin'd Theſis to drop from my Pen, ſome ve- 
ry folid Dogma to be broach'd, after ſuch a tedi- 
" © ous Pralude, But I tell thee plainly, I hardly 
©” know what I'm to write next, ſave only that I 
bave ſome general Notions different from what 
7 eee concerning the Eternity of the 


It 
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To the Sage of Sages, the Myſterions Ere- | B | 
mite, the Great Mohammed, of Mount 
Uriel, in Arabia, . 


T Here is no Man in this Mortal Life, who | 
has not chang'd his Opinions one Time ot 
other. And whether it be an Argument of Wiſ- | 7 
dom or Folly, Knowledge or Ignorance, to be 
thus Mutable in our Thoughts, we find few te- 
nacious in their Old Age, of the Notions they | 7 
entertain d in their Youth, Wo 3 
We have: ſome Natural and Proleptick Idea: 
born with us; others impos'd upon us by out 
Parents, Nurſes, and Tutors. Our Infant Fan- 
cies are tender, flexible, and receptive of an 
Impreſſions; like Gold that yields to ever, 
Stamp and Coin of a new Sovereign. So in the 
Mint of Human Converſation, our Thoughts are 
molted and form'd, by each prevailing Genius 
that keeps us Company. Nay, a New Book that 
awe have an Inclination for, ſhall quite obliterate þ 
all that before was current Reaſon with us, and | 
transform aur. Faculties into another Figure. So 
true it is, That Mankind delights in Noyelty. 
Whether it be an Effect of this General Weak- 
neſs in Human Nature, or of my own particular 
Inconſtancy; or in fine, of more correct and 
mature Conſideration, I will not determine. But 
this I am ſure of, That I cannot think now of 
ſeveral things, as I have done formerly, without 
offering great Violence to my preſent Reaſon. 1 
am as apt now to ſuſpect my ſelf of Dotage at 
| theſe Years, as other Men are inclin'd to flatter 
themſelves into a Conceit of their own 1 
5 Sy 
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and to boaſt of it to others at the ſame Age. 
However, it appears evident to me, That 


Maus Experience perfrcts his Speculations: And be wha 
7 rrafficks. in the Mart of Philoſophy on the Stork of bia 
om Diſcoveries, is in a fairer Way to improve himſeif, 
ſtben 4 Mam that trades altogether on the Credit of 
'T other Mens Conceptions. CV tt Lots 
.- he latter is but Wiſdom's Factor, or he may 
be call'd, 4 Brother in the Sciences, or a Banquier of 
otber Mens Imaginations; He freqnents the Com- 
mon Exchange or Burſe of Learning; reads the 
Books of the Ancients; converſes with the Wits, 
and moſt accompliſh'd Spirits of the preſent Age. 
vet after all, he has but a Retail Profit. Nor 
mall he ever have better, ſo long as he dares not 
venture ſomething of his own. _ 


Whereas the former is a Rich Subſtantial 
Merchant, dealing on his own Bottom. He 
ventures on the wide Ocean of the World's pee- 


viſh cenſorious Humour; runs the Hazard of 
> Shipwreck, and Corfairs. The Winds and Storms: 
of Human Malice do not fright him; nor all the 
Kocks af Superſtition eftabuſlFd by the Laws of 


Nations. Na Sands or Shelves, or any: under-. 
mining private Intereft, can baulk his Courage; 
> whilſt he has the Gales of Truth, and Tide of 
Primitive Reaſon on his ſide. For then he knows 
the Common Fortune will be his Pilot, and fteer 
bum ſaſe through all . 

From what I have ſaid, thou wilt expect ſome 
new refin'd Theſis to drop from my Pen, ſome ve- 
ry ſolid Dogma to be broach'd, after ſuch a tedi- 
ous Prelude. But I tell thee plainly, I hardly 
know what I'm to write next, ſave only that I 
have ſome general Notions different from what 
8 concerning the Eternity of thæ 


It 
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It was formerly my Opinion, and L paſs'd it I 


upon all my Friends; That not only the Matter 
of the World is everlaſting, but its preſent Form 


alſo. But now I believe the contrary, on more 

rational Grounds. It is not ſo perfect as I efteem'd | 

ft. Every Year of my Life convinces me of its | 
Decaying State. It manifeſtly droops and crum- | 


bles away. Therefore by proportion of Argu- 
ment, we ought to conclude, Ii is corruptible in its 
firſt Principles, and conſequently kad a Beginning, and 
ſhall haue an End. 1 . 

I do not believe it ſhall be annihilated, or re- 
duc'd to nothing; Nature abhors that Thonght: 
But it ſhall be chang'd, metamorphos'd, and 
transform'd. Una dies dabir exitio, One Day ſball 
conſign it to Ruin, as Lucretimſays; and the ſam? 


ſhall give it a brighter Form than ever it had; 
when the Earth ſhall become pure Cryſtal, and 


the Stars ſhall out-ſhine the Sun; and the Sun 


himſelf ſhalk be diſſolv'd into his Eternal Princi- 


ples of Light. The Philoſophers who have ſpoke 
of the Laſt Day, agree, that the World ſhall be 
calcin'd by Fire; eſpecially thoſe of the Eaſt and 
South: for they pofitively aſſert, That when the 


[| The Elements will pour forth 


moiſture of the Univerſe ſpall be exhauſted 2 for 


no⸗ de Snoazvesr. Flames ] ſays Hermes Triſinegi- 
Seribitur in Fatis, ſtus, L a Treaſury of Fire I. ſays 
& c. Faopbocles. And Ovid aſſerts, 


at the Seas ſhall be dried up, 


and all the Firmament ſhall appear like a Furnace. Hea- 


ven and Earth ſhall be mingled Pell-mell together. The 
Greeks ſay, The World jball boil up and ſcum off its 
| Impureties, pon, with 4 Noiſe like that of a Tem- 
por or 4 Whirlwind; The Italians expreſs it o- 
therwiſe, by: the Sound: a Clock makes juſt before it 
ſtrikes the Hour; for it moves in an even and re- 
gular Courſe, and has a ſteady Pulſe till _ 

N ut 
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Vol. VIII. 4 5% at PARIS. 69 
but when the laſt Minute is expir'd, the Wheels 


ruſh all together with a louder Noiſe: So ſhall the 
Orbds above, and theſe inferiour Elements, when 

their Courſe is done, break all their Harmony, 
and with confuſed Cracks and Ratlings diſgorge 
their Eſſences into the Lap of their Eternal 
- FX Chaos, there to be renew'd and chang'd again 


into far nobler Forms, although the Original 
*X Subſtance ftill remains the ſame ; for I believe 


n 


the firſt Matter to be unchangeable and eternal, 


K | without Beginning or End. But there have paſs'd 


many Millions of Ages, in the Production of fuch 


an infinite Variety of Forms. Perhaps the 
> Grounds of Afﬀrology are true, and that there 
> werevofold certain Periods of Time affix d, firſt 
for the Product of the Heavenly Signs and Con- 


ſtellations, then for the Planets, and afterwards 
for the Nativity of all the other Beings below the 
Moon. But Moſes the Law-giver and chief 
Philoſopher of the Fews, is of a contrary Judg- 
ment; for he ſays, The Vegetables had Exiſtence bo- 
fore the Stars. And ſo one does not know what to 
think among em all. For ought I know, any 
Man's Reaſon might be received with as much 
Applauſe as that of Moſes, who ſhould afſert, That 
there are certain Horſes formed of the. pureſt Light, 
galloping up and down the infixit Expanſe for an inde- 
rerminate Series of Ages, the Duſt of whoſe Feet firſt 
raiſed the Elements out of Nothing, and then their 
Hoofs ſtriking again the Original Flints of Nature, 
begat the Sparks which ſhall ſet the World a fire at laſt. 
And God knows whether the late Conflagration 
at the Imperial City was not owing to a Scratch 
of one of thoſe Horſes Nails, though they are 
pleaſed to lay it on the Giaurs and Kyſilbaſcht. | 
By my Soul, I believe all Things proceed from 
Eternal Chance. All that we admire ſo much in 
the World, is a mere Higgle-de-Piggledy of 
J | T hings 


\ 
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Things which may be or may not be, only they 


are; and ſo we muft not quarrel with any Thing 
that has Exiſtence. We behold the Sun, Moon, 


and Stars, over our Heads, they give us their 
ſucceſſive Light by Night and Day. We trau. 
ple upon the Earth under our Feet, and fail on 
the open Sea, to which we can give no great 
Truſt. At the ſame time we know not the Na. 


tures of theſe different Beings: The Sun may be 


but an Eternal Carbuncle for ought we know, 5 1 
and the Moon but a creſted Saphir; the reſt of 


the Planets but the Refractions of theſe brigbt 3 


Eſſences, and all the Fixed Stars but ſo many 


Splinters of the Eternal Torch which lights the 
World. And after all the reft, this Earth Þ* 
whereon we tread may be but a Wart or Mole, 
4 little filly Excreſcence, or ſuperfluous Tumour of the | 


Elements, if not a Gangrene in Nature. 


Oh Mohammed ! I have ſaid too much to a Man : 
of thy abſtruſe Speculations, but thou wilt par- 


don one that ſpeaks with Faith and Sincerity. 


Let me put in one Word more with thee, 0h . 9 
coun of the Solitaries, Prince of the Sytvans, Glory of | 


Arabia, Thou Hidden one of the Eaſt, Thou Phenix of 


SOREN VE 
TR 
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all Generations] No Body was born for bimſelf, No 23 


Body is Wiſe at all Times. And this is a particular | * 


Seaſon wherein the Grand Signior's Service re- 


quires me to be, as it were, a little fooliſhly | I 
merry. Therefore, begging thy Pardon and 


Prayers, I bid thee Adieu. 


Faris, 1h. of the 8th, Moon, 
e tbe Tear 1676, 
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LETTER VII. 


rr Peſteli Hali, his Brother, Maſter of the | 
Cuſtoms, and Superintendent of the Arſe- 
nal at Conſtantinople. _ | 


I will do thee no hurt to carry the following 
1 News to Hamet Reis Effendi. I entrench on 
the Poſt's Time, and my own Health, it being 
very late in the Night, on purpoſe that the Mi- 
ghniſters of the Port may have the earlieſt Ac- 
count of the Taking of Philipsbourg from the 
French by the Confederate Princes and States. 
This is a Town of great Importance, and very 
ſtrong. The Spaniards became Maſters of it in 
+ the Year 1633, through the Freachery of the 
| ZGovernour. Next Year following the Suedes put 
it again in the French King's Hands: but that 
2 Monarch not being able to repair its Fortificati- 
ons, by reaſon of the Winter, it was ſurpriz'd by 
the Imperialifts on the 23d of the firſt Moon 
10635; in whoſe Hands it remained till the Year 
1544; when in the gth Moon it was taken by 
the Duke Enguyen, now Prince of Conde, after he 
nad routed the Duke of Bavaria at Friburgh. The 
French have had it in Poſſeſſion ever ſince that 
time, till about four Days ago it was Surrendred, 
upon Conditions, to the Imperialiſts, who had 
block d it up above a Year, and formally Beſieg d 
it four Moons. e 
It is a Loſs which this Court reſents with no 
mall Grief, Philzpsburg being a Town of more 


Value than twenty others in thoſe Parts. The 


2 French have taken Conde, Boucbain, and Aire, but 
> they do not think theſe an equivalent Reprizal z 
weber eau this Campaign laſt Jong enough ee 
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Satisfaction. 


Brother, I muſt conclude abruptly, becau- 
the Poſt tarries. God have thee in his Keeping 
and preſerve thee from the Snares and maliciou; | $$ 
Ambuſcades of Devils, who are let looſe fron! "i 
their Infernal Dens to rarge above-ground, fron 


this Hour, to the Crowing of the Cocks. 


Paris, 12th. of the gth. Moon, 
ef the Year 1676. 


"0 3 ** 


— 


LETTER III 


Preacher to the Sultan. 


There is an eminent Man in Rome, whom they 
call Father Petrucci, a Perſon of great Learning, 
and conſpicuous Knowledge. His Piety indeed 
has been by him induftriouſly concealed, as 
much as lay in's Power; But yet his moſt recluſe 
gOOd Works took Air, and all Men of Integrity 
conceive a Venerat ion for him. He having read 
the Works of Malevella, grew eat?" (of ſo 
$74 1 8 9 ublime 


To Sephat Abercromil, Vanni, Effendi, 4 


Bout five Years ago I ſent thee a Diſpatch, | # 
containing an Account of the kind Recep- FF 
tion «thy Dottrins found in Europe, and of the RY 

ſwift Progreſs they made in Converting -the 

honefter ſort of Nazarenes. I alſo acquainted thee Þ? 

with the Oppoſition that was made againſt te? 

Writings of Francis Malevella, by the Jeſuits and“ 
Dominicans. Now I ſhall inform thee farther of 

the prodigious Advances this Sacred Inſtitution Þ 

Of Life has made in Italy, France, and Spain, with 
Germany, and other Regions in the Veſt. 
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ie Author and his Subject. Thoſe Letters af- 
—Xrwards were put in Print, and tis not to be 


50 preſt, what powerful Influence they had on all 
partial Readers. He publiſhed alſo many 


Farned Treatiſes, in the Defence and Praiſe of 


his refin'd Theology daily increas'd, and ſpread 
Abroad in every Corner of the Chriſtian World. 
Among the reſt of learned Proſelytes, a cer- 
gain Spaniſh Prieſt, and Doctor of the Chriſtian 
Jau, whom they call Michael de Molino, appear'd 
pon the Stage; and in the Year 1675, publiſh'd 
A comprehenſive Treatiſe of Myſtical Religion. 
The Book was approv:d and Licens'd by the 
Archbiſhop of Reggio, by the General of the 
Panciſcans, an Officer of the Inquiſition, and by 
Wrtin de Eſparſa, an eminent Jeſuit belonging to 
de ſame Court, and Profeſſor of Theology at 
Rome. The Preſs had no ſooner deliver'd this 
—Wyſterious Treatiſe to the World, but every 
gdody catch'd it up. So that the firſt Edition being 


— 
* 


© Tities of Hah, it was neceſſary to ſtart a new 
Impreſſion of ſo acceptable a Thing, that the re- 
- Maining Provinces, States, and Principalities, 
night not want their ſhare of ſo Divine a Copy; 
That Spain might be reform'd by one of her own 
Natives; and Generous France forgetting her 
Rverſions, might not diſdain the ſage Inſtructi- 
ens of a hated. Spaniard. In a Word, Molino's 
Book is had in Second Veneration with the Goſ- 


c (c c ©oÞ 


2 . 
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Men in Rome; eſpecially the Secular Clergy are 


Benefices they already poſſeſs Ith* Church, by 


re 


eonſult 


Bw np 4 


IA 


Ponme a Syſtem of ſpiritual Rules; and wrote 
all his Friends by way of Recommendation of 


"7 Contemplative Life. And the Reputation of 


Don diſperſed in Rome, Ferrara, Naples, and other 


el. His Friendſhip is coveted by the greateft 
5 mbitious to confirm the Honours, Dignities, and 


Raining the Fayour of his 32 They 


2 


Liſt of Eccleſiaſtical Princes, unleſs they are all 
enrolled in the happy Number of Molino, 
Friends; ſuch are Carpegna, A;olini, Caſſant, 

Odeſcalchi, and the French Cardinal D*Eſtrees. 


This laſt is famous for his Learning and Ab 
.compliſhments, being Educated. in the Sorbonne, Þ 
onſieur De Launay a great 
Reformer of Errors in the Doctrin and Diſcipline 
of the Roman Church. Being thus prediſpos d 
favour any one who wou'd expoſe himſelf to ſten 
the Torrent of Corruptions, the Tide of vainaui ? 
ſuperſtitions Practices, advancing daily highet 7 
and higher, and threatning to overflow the Ban? 
of ſolid Piety, ſincere Devotion, and all Mori? 
Virtue, the Generous Cardinal appeared te? 
publick Patron of Molino, and in private they hai? 
many Conferences. The Spaniard laide aſide li 3 
Native Jealouſy of Foreigners, and the Freud“ 
Man mortified his Pique againft that Nation 
They both convers d with openneſs of Heart, aui? 


- 


and a Famihar of 


unreſerved Freedom. i 


The Cardinal alſo, after this, brought him a- 
quainted with ſeveral Eminent Men in Frau 7 
between whom and Molino was held a ſtrict Inte- ! 
ligence.. The new Pope, who was before calleiI 
Cardinal 0deſcalchi, has given him an Apartment 7 
in his own Palace, and done him many oth {= 
Honours, In a word, he is grown ſo conſider: 


ble, that the greateſt part of Nazarenes look upon 
him as a Prophet ſent from God. . 

- I take Complacency to ſee Mahometaniſm thus 
maſquerade it in-the Heart of Chriftendom and 
the moſt refined Draught of our Religion copied 
in the Lives and Practices of. the . Excellent 


among the Nazarenes Tis a fair. Sign, me man 
7 | | . e — hs tha 
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.conſult him as an Oracle in knotty Problems «| 
Divinity; and many Cardinals court his Corre.|: 
ſpondence, not valuing their Rank in the Rel 
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that by degrees they will enquire a little farther» 
and with more Humility, into our Sacred Law; 
that they will not ſtumble at Circumciſion, Waſh- 
ing, and other Purifications and Ceremonies ap- 
pointed by the Prophet; fince they are all per- 
| Xx formed in Honour of the Eternal Unity, and not 
to Images or Pictures. However at leaſt, ſuch 
„% pious and contemplative Men as theſe, will by a 
1c, | Fx neceſſary Conſequence, raiſe up a ſecret Faction 
au for us, and qualify. the bitter Zeal and Spight 
e which Chriſtians generally bear againſt the True 
u & Believers. For the Followers of Malevella, Pe- 
n trucci, and Molino, are already branded, and di- 
ni ſtinguiſh'd from the reſt of the Nægarenes, by the 
er odious Names of Hereticks, which is next door 
to the more 77 Title of Infidels, the 
i beſt and kindeſt Epithet they can afford the 
he faithful Muſſulmans. . 
u TI ſum up all in brief, they reckon a hundred 
uz thouſand of this new Sett in Jtaly, as many more 
in France and Spain, and not much fewer in Gere 
. many; beſides Poland, Hungary, and other Regi- 
u ons. So that if an Army of Muſſulmans ſhould 
appear on the Italian Shores with Vanni Effendi at 
the Head of them, and Declarations ſhould be 
ſpread about, containing that you aim at nothing 
but to propagate the Truth, and to protect the 
injur'd Moliniſts or Quietifts, (for ſo they Nick- 
name this contemplative Sect) they would all 
riſe, and fly to the Mahometan Standard, as 
formerly the Malecontents of Italy did to the 
Alum of Romulus. God's Will be done, | 


ws Paris, 2d. of the 12th. Moon, 
id of the Near 1676. | 
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To Mirmadolin, Santone of the Vale 7 
Sidon. e e doe A 


B are they who honour the Virtues f 


Holy Men, and ftrive to imitate their E- 
amples. The Infidels count them mad, whom 
the great Lord of all things has inſpired with his 
Love, which is the Spirit or Breath of the Om 
nipotent, giving Life to all things. Their Souls | 
are ſnatch d away in Sacred Extaſies; they are 
carried to the bright ſhining Worlds, born up on- 
the Wings of a Wind from Paradiſe, They be- 
hold marvellous Things, and the Wonders of the 7 | 
Sky: Wafted from Star to Star, they are ra- 
riſh'd with the Sight of ſo many ragiant Splen- Wa . 
dors, and expire in Tranſports of Divine Plea- . 
fure, when they conſider the beautiful Oecono- Þ? * 
my of the Univerſe. „ 1. 
0 Ariel! Chief of the Choirs above; who ſetteſt © 
the Tunes of the Spheres, and art Maſter of the Eter- 
nal Mufick; who taupbteſt Sultan David to play on . 
the Harp, and learned iſt him the Songs of Paradiſe: 
Send down ſome Aur'd Meſſenger, ſome purp!'d Pot 
| from Eden, to inſpire my Soul with Divine Harmonies, Þ 7 
_ whilſt I celebrate the Praiſes of Alla, the firſt and tbe | 
Laſt, whoſe Glory is expanded through the infinite | 
Abyſs, and enlightens endleſs Spaces. The whole Uni- 
verſe is full of bis Majeſty, bur the Place of bis Retire- IF ; 
ment is above the Heaven of Heavens. There he W | 
keeps his Court, guarded by ſeventy times ſe- | * 
ven Millions of Angels; who always ftand on 
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their Watch, to prevent the Invaſions of 0roſ- 
mades, the Prince of Darkneſs, the Root and 
Source of all Evil. 1 
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Vol. VIII. Sy PARIS. 77 
Gad came from Heaven in the Days of Moſes, 
| A with an Army not to be number d: Michael Was 


his Standard-Bearer, whoſe Chariot was a Car- 


4 v | buncle of Paradiſe. They march'd through the 
Milky Way, and made their Deſcent on the 


3 1 Rock of the Deſert Sine. The Artillery of the 
Celeſtial Hoſt was Thunder and Lightning: 


They were encompaſſed with thick Clouds of 


2 Smoak. The World was affr ighted at the dread- 
ful Noiſe,. and Oroſmades durſt not appear, to 
abide the Battel, but fled into the Caverns of 
the Earth with all his Legions, where they are 
barr'd up to the Day of Judgment. They often 
ſtrive to break looie, which occaſions horrid 
Earthquakes: But the Chain which binds them. 
is faſten'd to the Throne of God. He keeps the 
Keys of thoſe Infernal Priſons, and bars up all 
the Avenues of Hell There Darkneſs, Horror, 
and Pain, have taken up their Reſidence for 
ever. One Abyſs ſupplies another with eternal 
7 Floods of Confuſion and Miſery. But above the 
Surface of the Earth, he has eftabliſh'd Light, 
Liberty, Los and Peace to them that revolt not 
© from his Love and Obedience. 55 
| ; God came from Arval, and the Holy One was 


ons 
” 


ſeen to fly from the Thickets of Schair in the Eaſt. 
He hent his Courſe toward the Red Sea, and 
pitch his Tents in the Meridian of Mecca, On 
that Day the Xebla was turned toward the South 5- 
andthe Faces of the Faithful, in time of Prayer, 
regarded the Houle of Abraham, the ſquare Tem- 
ple, and the Place appointed by Deftiny for the 
Tomb of the Prophet. Then Medina Telnabi be- 
= came bright and illuſtrious: The Glory of Feru- 


alem faded, and was ecclips'd at the Dawning 
© Splendor of this New Sanctuary, a City enobled 
by the Preſence of Deputies from Heaven, even 

Gabrie / and Iſraphie!, who came down to viſit the 
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43 LettersWrit by Vol. VIII.. 
determined Place of the Prophet's Refi, | 8 
They brought with them, Rules and Models of | 
Divine Architecture, that the Dormitory of the | 7 
nger of God might be majeftick and plori- | 3 
iey diſcloſed their Errand to Zaphid and! 
*epher, two cunning Artificers in the City, Þ 
and thew'd them the Celeſtial Pattern of the Þ = 
Sepulchre.. Theſe kept ſecret the. Matter, til Þ* 
the Time was accompliſh'd which the Angels en-“ 
join'd them. Then they declared themſelves, Þ* 
and undertook the Building of a Fabrick, which! 
has render'd Medina famous throughout the“ 
Oh, Medina Telvabi 7 how ſweet is thy Name 
among the Muffulmans? The Roads of Aſta and 
Ajfrick are covered with the Caravans of fuch as 
bring Preſents unto thee; the Devout Pilgrims 
who travel from far to kiſs the Pavement df the 
Temple, where the Bones of our Divine Law. © 
giver is repoſite. : 
I faw the Elephants and Dromedaries of tile 
Eaſt, with Joy bow down and crouch to the 
Earth, whilft Sacred Burdens were laid on their 
Backs; the Camels alſo of the Fauth; of Exh 
and the Land of Myors. They performed the Sa- 
cred Pilgrimage with Humility and Refignati- 
on: They Fafted 4, 5, 10, or 14 Days, each as 
they were able, in Token of their Devotion and 
Thankfulneſs; in that they were permitted the 
Honour of viſitiug the Holy Region, and the Se- 
pulchre of Him who taught the Dumb Beaſts 
the Diſcipline of Wiſdom, and the Way to Pa- 
Fadi eee fd 
Ever ſince that Time, the Animal Generati- 
ons have inſtructed each other in the Precepts of 
the Prophet who could neither Write nor Read. 
Intheir Mute-Lauguage they perform, Morning 
and Evening, the appointed Oraifons, Wu 
5 Preac 
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"8 : Oh Mabumed ? Every Letter of thy. myſterious 
Name is full of Benediction and Praiſe, Each 
2 Syllable is compounded of Secrets not to be re- 
> veal'd till the Conſummation of all Things, Thou 
art a Treaſury of Wonders which cannot be ex- 
1 hauſted or valued. Peale ? 


Faith, clear and intelli- 


I heard the Eaſtem Wind record thy Praiſes 


on a Flute, whilſt gentle Zephyrs blew ſoft Vo- 
cal Harmonies, wherein were often celebrated 
the glorious Names of Mabomet and Hali, To 
> theſe, Great Boreas join'd in Conſort with his 
Deep- lung d- Organ ʒ ſweetend in Counter-Te- 
nor by the Southern Wind. They Whiftled, Sung, 
and Pla y'd in Parts, till all the Younger Sons of 
Caolus came in to fill the Choir. Then was the 
Muſick loud and ſhrill; It awaken'd all the 
Woods and Forreſts on the Earth. The Trees 
and all the Vegetable Race, ftruck up in Union 
with the Winds; the Birds put in their chearful 
Notes; the Streams and R 

” ful Airs: the Sea raisd up her Billows to the 
Clouds, whilft 'Jovial 7ritons ſounded high Le- 
vets of the Marine, anſwer'd in Verſe by rum- 
bling Timbrels of the Sky. There was an uni- 


Rivers murmur'd grate- 


verfal Joy and Rant: Nature her ſelf was in a 
Frolick, and kept Holiday. 

Why did the moſt High decamp from Arval, 
and the Eternal remove his Reſidence from Schair 


in the Bt? Why did he cauſe his Armies to lie 


down in the Souib, and his Pavilions to cover the 


Regions of Mecca? Doubtleſs, he did all this in 


Honour of the Law which he ſent from Heaven, 
and of the Birth-Place of his Favourite, that all 
2 know and confeſs, That there is but 
one God, and Mahomet hi * * f 


11 


0 


8e Tees Mrit iy Vol. vin YG 
the Earth acknowledge this; the Fowls alſo | 
che Air, and the Fiſh of the Sea. The Element, | 


- and Inanimate Beings are ſenſible of a Joy which 


they cannot expreſs, and the Univerſe is all dir. | 


folv'd in Rapture, whilſt it lies ſtretch'd out at 


large, unfolded into endleſs Skirts, and reſts for ö I 


ever on the All-propping Unit x. 


Mirmadolin, I am part of the Univerſe, and“ : 
therefore cannot but be touch'd with a Senſe of Þ7 
the BliG which at certain Seaſons tranſports the | 


Whole. Thou who art always ina Divine Ex. 


taſie, wilt not wonder at the ſhort Ent huſia ſins 
of thy Slave Mahmut, who covets nothing more 


-ambitiouſly, than to —_— thy blameleſs. Life, 
- Farewel, in God; for we*Tannot be out of him, 
ſo long as we are in our ſelves. A 


Paris, 17th. of the 2d. Moon, 
of the Tear 1677. 


—— 


e 
To the Kaimacham. I, 


"THE French are reſolwd to make bold Efforts 


this Campaign, to repair the Loſs of Philipſ- 
burg, which was taken from them laſt Years; The 
King isimpatient of any Check given to the Pro- 
greſs of his Arms, and ſpares neither Men nor 


Mony to keep up the Reputation and Fame'of a 


Conqueror. And if this Character (grown fa- 
muliar to him, as it were by Preſcription, after 2 


long and almoſt uninterrupted Series of Victo- 


ries) happen'd at any Time to be lefſen'd by ſome 
unſucceſsful Attempt upon the Enemy, he can- 


not be at Reſt till he has recover d it n by 
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8 ach renown'd Exploits, as may be anfwerable to 
ne Greatneſs of his Soul, and the Formidable 

Puiſſance of his Sword, known to all Europe. 
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alſo by a Stout, War-like People; and of very 
difficult Acceſs, by reaſon of a certain River, 
with whoſe Waters they can at Pleaſure drown all 
tbe Country round about. It was inveſted by 
the Duke of Luxemburg on the 28th of the 2d 
Moon, and formally beſieged on the 4th of the 
© 3d, On the 17th there was a General Aſſault 


354 

bs, x 
91 
. 
N. 
N 
7 boy 
* My 
CST 
: "x 


. 
464 
* 
28 
5 


8 

8 
3 
1 7 
2 

* * 4 
43 


9 


2 2 n 
W e 7 "Ss : 
* D 3 - As . * 1 I 
WWW GE 


4 
. 
* 


Vol. VIII. Spy t PARIS. 381 


He has many and great Armies in Pay; and 


Jyhether it be an Effect of his Fortune, or his 
Judgment, tis obſerv'd, that he is always bleſsd 
with the Ableſt Generals in Chriſtendom. 


The firſt Thing he enter pr iz d was the Se ige 


of Valenciennes, a City ſeated on the Frontiers of 
the Spaniſh Netherlands; a very important Place, 


and conſiderable for its Commerce; inhabited 


given, and the French enter d the Town; which 


. ſo terrified the Inhabitants, that they threw 
themſelves upon the King's Mercy. He accep- 
ted their Submiſſions, and ſo put a Stop to the 


common Violence in ſuch Caſes. 


Another Time this had been enough to have 


 Crown'd a whole Campaign, and fatisfy'd the 


Ambition of the French Generals; but now, the 


| Remembrance of laſt Years Loſs and Diſgrace, 


tpurs them on to New Revenges: And to con- 
vince the World that this Monarch is not eaſily 


to be daunted, but that he is jealous of his Glory, 


he has, ſince the Taking of Valenciennes, beſieg d 

two Strong Cities, Cambray, and St, Omers. 
The Former of theſe, is efteem'd one of the 

ſtrongeſt Places in all Flanders; it is fituated on 


| the. River Eſcaut, and was the Ancient Patrimo- 


ny of the French Crown, ever ſince the Reign of 
Clodion II. King of France, who made himſelf Ma- 
ſter of it in the Year 445. of the. Chriſtians, 
SIS 3 Aegira. 


— 
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Hrgira. Afterwards it fell to the Share of Charles 


the Bald, in the Year 843; and in the Year 870, 


it became the Occaſion of a War between the | 
Kings of France, the Emperors, and the Counts | 8 
of Flanders. In which Conteft, one of the Bald. 
wins got it, and left it to his Son. But Charles v.. 
over-reachd bim; and, by Means of the Bi. 
ſhop's Correfpondence, took Poſſeſſion of the Þ 7 
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Place. He put a Strong Gariſon in it, and built, 


2 Cittadel which render'd the Town almoſt Im. 
; ee In proceſs of Time it fell into the 


ands of the Puke of Alanſon, Brother to Henny 


III. when he was made Count of Flanders, in the | 1 


Year 1582. But in the Year 1595. the Spaniards 


took it, and have held it ever fince, till the 6ti 


of the 4th Moon of this preſent Vear; when the 


Gates were ſet open, to let in the Freneb Troops; ; > 
and the 17th, the Cittadel was ſurrender d upon 


As for St. Omers, it is a Great City, and well 
fortifiedz having on One Side the River As, 
with its Mariſhes; and on the Other, being de- 
fended by a. Caſtle, flank'd with good Baſtions, 


and encompaſs'd with an extream broad and deep 


Ditch. About the Beginning of this Moon it was 
inveſted by the French- King's Forces, and within 


_ three or four Days it was formally Beſieg d, but 
not gain d without a Bloody Combat, fought be- 


tween the French and the Prince of Orange, who 
came with a Conſiderable Army, defigning to 


throw Succours into the Place. I will not trou- 


ble thee, by Reciting all the Particulars of the 


Fight; only be aſſur'd, that the French got the 
Victory, put the Others to Flight, remain'd 
Maſters of the Field, took Thirteen Pieces of 


Cannon, Seventeen Standards, all the Enemy's 
Baggage, and almoRt Tree Thouſand Priſoners. 
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The Stage of this great Action was a Place 


calld Mont-Cuſſel, not far from St. Omer: A Spot 
of Ground obſer vd to have once before been Pro- 
pitions to the French Arms, when Philip of Valogs - 


Z fought there with the Spaniards, and gave em an 


entire Defeat. He was reckon'd the Valianteſt 
Prince of that Age. 17 2 5 


The Inhabitants of St. Omers hearing of the 


Defeat that was given to the Prince of Orange, 


were in ſo great a Confternation, that in few | 
Pays they voluntarily ſurrender'd to the French 
King. 2 5 | 
Nifaftrious K #imacham, this Puiſſant Monarch 
takes ſuch Wife Methods, as thou wilt ſay, can- 
not fail jn the Ordinary Courſe of War, to bring 
him Succeſs; He is an Excellent Pay-Maſter; 


. and never gives Occaſion for his Soldiers to Re- 
pane or Murmur for want of their Daily Allow- 


ance, nor puts them upon impatient Expettati- 
ons of their Arrears. On the contrary, He is 
very Munificent and Liberal to all Men of Me- 
rit: And the meaneſt Soldier, who ſignalizes 
himſelf by any Notable Exploit, or Action of 
Brayery;: is ſure to be diſtingniſh'd from the Reſt 
by ſome Royal Reward in Mony, if he be not 
adyanc'd to the Dignity of a Commander: And 
ſometimes they are honourd with both. This 
Conduct makes his Men fight like Lyons, each 
being Emulous of his Fellows, and all freely ha- 


' - zardidg:their Lives, to gain their Maſter's E- 


ſeem ; counting chat the moſt Glorious Poſt, 
which is moſt expes'd, te Danger 
He is ſevere to thoſe Proyinges and. Towns 
Which refuſe to ſubmit to his Arms, and full of 
Clemency to ſuch as willingly embrace his Go- 
Lernment. Amin Sn n or - 
aa Word, His Donatives and Langeſſes to his 
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him the Greateſt Prince in the Weſtern Parts. 

Sage Minifter, I kiſs the Hem of thy Veſt, 
and with Humble — retire from thy 
P reſence. | 


Paris, 29th. of the ath. Moon, 5 55 == 
be . ee n 86 6. bi 
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LETTER „ eee 


To Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principal Secre- 
- tary of the Ottoman amine y If. 


3 


T*. Love of Women is Natural to our R 
and there is no Man, who, at one Time 
or other, has not felt the Warmths of this Amo- 
rous Paſſion. But, it is ſtrange to obſerve, af- 
ter what a different Manner this Flame diſcovers 
it ſelf in People of Various Nations, Ages, Qua- 
lities, Fortunes and Conſtitutions. Young Men 
are Laſcivious and Ardent in their Love: Old 
Men Ridiculous, and Formal; The Poor Man 
ſtudies to pleaſe his Miftreſs by Abje& Submiſſi- 
ons, and Humble Obſequiouſneſs, The Rich 
ſtrives to win her by Munificent Gifts and: Pre- 
ſents. i Dem make their Court by Feaſt- 
ing the Coy Damſel, and Regaling her with 


Funkets nll Wine. The Noble entertain her 
with Plays, Maſquerades, Banets, and other 
Pompous Divertiſements. - 
The Ingenious 7talian ſets upon his Miſtres 
| with a kind of Poliſh'd Wantonneſs z not making 

Dane, "Whiniog Addzelſes, but with a Re- 
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he gives to others; together with the Exaftnes | 8 
of his Juſtice to all, to facilitate the Progreſs of | 
His Arms; increafe his Conqueſts, and render“ 
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find Tmpudence, his Eyes, his Hands, his Tongue, 


and all his Actions, ſoon make her ſenſible where 
his Pain lies. He celebrates her Praiſes in 


Verſe, and hires Muſick to Serenade her. Final- 
ly, He never leaves till he Gains her, or Reyen- 


ges himſelf on his Rival, by ſending him out of 


the World: And on her, by turning all his Com- 


pliments into Curſes and Slanders. But if he 
gets her, he ſhuts her up for ever, and makes 

her Chamber ber Priſon. - n. 
The Headſtrong Spaniard, burning with De- 
fire, and impatient of Delay, ſtung with Reſt- 
tes Concupiſcence, behaves: himſelf like a Mad- 
man: He ſtamps, ſtares, and raves; walks fu- 
riouſly backward and forward, rolls his Eyes af- 
ter a hideous Manner; he ſtarts, ſtands ſtill, lays 
his Hand upon his Sword, looks up to Heaven, 
inyokes the Saints, talks to himſelf, threatens 
the Diſſolution of all Things, if he be balk'd of 
his Love. In this Humour he runs to his Mi- 


ſtreſs, falls at her Feet, makes Doleful and Paſ- 
ſionate Complaints, throws himſelf upon her 
Mercy, adores her, and does all Things wHich 
are proper for a Beſperate Lover. If by this 
means he enjoy her, he ſoon Fron weary of her, 
and either kilk her, or pro 


itutes her ſecretly 
for Gold. But if he cannot ohta in her, then he 
r e and tor ments himſelf, and is reſoly'd 
Oct i iN fer: 1135 
Different from both theſe is the Wanton 
French- man, who. courts his Miſtreſs after a Jolly: 
Faſhion, - with Songs, Dances, Muſick and Jeſts. 
He is-all Life and Mirth when in her Company, 
and abounds with a Thouſand Sorts of Comical 
Humours. If he gets her, after a little Time the 
Fickle Spark is cloy' d, and falls in, Love with: 
another. If he fail of his Purpoſe, he is not much 
Concera'd.; forall his Love was Cy” 


36 - Letters Writly Vol. VI. 
Yet he makes a Shew of Diſcontent, he threa. |® 
tens, and fputters at her for a while; but this þ 

Tongue-Tempeſt is ſoon laid, and a new Face 


produces a Calm. 


But the- Flegmatick German is very hard to! 
he kindYd up to tliis Paſſion, and then needs a Þ 


eat deal of Art to blow him into a Flame. He 
15 Cold and Wary, Thoughtful and Slow, Pro- 
vident and Dull: Vet, when once touch'd with 
this Affection, he is very Liberal of his Gifts, 
which is the Maſter- piece of his Courtſhip. If 
he obtains his Miſtreſs, he ſoon returns to his 
Primitive Frigidity: And if he be fruſtrated, he 
is but where he was; far from Killing himſelf 
fer xPecviſh Female. 
The Feneb- man profeſſes more Love than he 
has: The German endeavours to hide the Favour 
of his Pathon : The Spaniard perſuades himſelf, 
that he is Belov'd by his Miſtreſs; Whilft the 
Halian takes the neareft Courſe to be Beloy'd by 
her in Reality, The Frenab-man loves a Pleaſant, 
Witty Maid, tho* ſhe be Deform'd : The Spani- 
ard prefers Beauty to Wit and Good Humour: 
The Halian is for a Female ofa Timorous Spirit: 
Whilſt the German adores a Virago, The French- 
man, by his Wandring Loves, /ofa Wiſe Man be- 
comes a Fool; and exchanges: his Health, for 
4 Thouſand Maladies: The German having pro- 


fuſely ſpent all in Amorous Liberalities, at ſengh, 
from à Fool, cho late, becomes à Wiſe Man: 


The Spariard undertakes Heroick Enter pries, 
to pleaſe his Miſtreſs: Whilſt the Italian deſpiſes 
Honour, and every Thingelle, that he may en 
| Wt 10:27305 man ** of: 
PYoottain y the Greateſt Men in the World have 
been ſubjett to this Soft Paſſion: And have ſa- 
exificed their Reputation, Glory and Virtue, 
Ain their-yeryRealor, 60 the Regi- ef Love 
0 ow 
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How enſnar't was Mirbridates in Pontus, by a 


; | & Beautiful Woman? How did Hannibal ſuffer his 
Courage to be Enervated with the Luxuries of 
178 Capua? So Hercules of Old, left the Glorious 
\ | © Toils of War, and ſuffer'd his Arms to Ruſt, for 
the fake of his ole. So Uhſſes was Captivated 
dy Circe; Arbilles, by Briſeis; and Caſar, by Cle- 


2 opatra. © And thou know'ft, that our Annals re- 
cord ftrange Things of the Amours of our Glori- 


ous Monarchs. bee Sen 
There is no Nation free from the Sentiments 


| of Love: Yet every Age and Region vary in 


3 1 their Condutt toward Women. Here in the 


> Weſt, they are all for Intriguing and Gallantry. 
They accuſe the Mnffulmans for having more 
Wives than one, and for keeping as many Con- 
cubines as they pleaſe; whilft they themſelves 
” have their Wives almoſt in Common, and Lie 
with every Wench. that comes in their Way. 
Adultery paſſes with em for Good Breeding, 
and Fornication is eſteemd as Innocent an At 
an as Eating amt Drinking: Whereas thou 
© Kknow'ft, among the True Believers, theſe Crimes 
re puniſp'd with Death. Protniſcuons Copula- 
tion was forbid by Moſes, Feſus, and Mabomet; 
and, in General, by all the Prophets. It is a 
- fafficient Indulgence, That every Man may Mar- 
ry four Wives, and enjoy as many other Women 
as he either takes 'Captives, from the Enemy in 
Wars, or purchaſes with his Mony. But theſe 
© Tnfidels had rather follow the Sentiments of the 
old Heathen Law-givers, and the Examples of 
Idolatrous Nations, than obey God and his Mefſ- 
| fengers. They applaud Solon, the Great Law- 
| giver of the Arhenians, calling him a Wife Man, 
as he was pronounced by the Delphick Oracle; 
and a Generots Patriot, for procuring Harlots 
to accompany the Youths of the City, and bl a 
4b. ds + f | | ” mf ding 
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ding a Temple to Venus out of the Mony they got x] | 


by Proftituting themſelves. 
Tis certain, Whores were much efteem'd in 
thoſe Days among the Gracians: For the Magj- 
ſtrates built them Publick Houſes on purpoſe, 
and free for all Comers: They alſo made Laws, 
to protect them from Injuries. And fo great was 
the Veneration that beſotted People had for 
them, that when Perſes invaded Greece, the Har- 
lots of Corinth undertook to intercede for their 
Country, in the Temple of Venus. Nay, what- 
ſoever extraordinary Favour they had to ask of 
that Goddeſs, it was done by the Mediation of 
the Whores, And there ſeems ſome Reaſon on 
their Side, ſince Venus her ſelf was Tranſlated to 
- Heaven, , and made a Goddeſs, for being the 
Greateſt Whore and Bawd that ever livid. She 
firft taught the Cyprian Women to proſtitute their 
Bodies for Gain. 2 
What a Work did Aſpaſa make, who fill'd all 
Greece with Whores? For the Love of her, and 
her Wenches, it was, that Pericles begun the Pe- 
oponeſian War, that laſted ſo many Years, and is 
much talk d of in Ancient Hiſtory. There 
were alſo Learned Whores; as, Sappho, the Mi- 
ſtreſs of Phaon, 1 Leuna, and Leontium: 
Who wrote publickly in Vindication of their 
Lewd Prattice, and inveigh'd againft Marriage. 
There were alſo Noble Whores; as, Rhodope, 
who built one of the Egyptian Pyramids with the 
Mony given her by the King. Thais the Corin- 
than, who was ſo ſurpaſſing Beautiful, that ſhe 
| ſcornd to Lie with any but Kings and Princes. 
But Meſſalina, the Wife of Claudius Cæzar, ex- 
ceeded them all in the Salaciouſneſs of her Tem- 
per. I will not omit to mention Fogr, Queen of 
Naples, who eaus d her firſt Husband to be hang'd 
"becauſe he could not ſatisfy her ME. His 


\ 
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Name was Andrew, Son to Elizabeth, Queen of 


| Hungary. Her ſecond Husband, te repair the 
Fault ofthe Firſt, ſo-waſted his Strength in the 


Conjugal Embraces, - that in a little Time he 
kill d himſelf. Her third Husband was ꝓames 


King of Majorca, whom ſhe Beheaded for lyin 


; 


with another Woman. Her . fourth and la 
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ſee her hang d in the ſame Place where the firſt 


Husband had, by her Order, ſuffer d the fame 


Fate. This was the Revenge of Charles Prince 
of Dyrachium, Couſin- German to Andrew before- 
mention d. This Laſcivious Queen would have 
the Company of Ten or Twelve Young Men, 
one after another, the ſame Night. 8 
What ſhall I ſay of Semiramis, Empreſs of the 
Aſrians Of Paſiphae, Wife to Minos King of 
Crete; or of an Hundred other Royal Whores? 
When it is obſervable, that the moſt Illuſtrious 
Heroes on Earth have ſprung from Adulterous 


Beds. Witneſs Hercules, Alexander, Clodovens 


King of the Franks, Theodoric the Goth, William 


the Norman, Raymir of Arragon; and many more, 
too tedious to be recited. Nay, few Kings and 
Princes are born of Lawful Mothers. 


Doubtleſs, the Infidel-Natiens live in great 
Corruption of Manners; they confound and 
blend together Divine and Profane Maxims; 
from whence reſult Monſtrous and Ahominable 
Practices, and a General Uncleanneſs of Life in 
all Things. But the Chaſte Followers of Mybo-. 
met have all Cuſtoms in Abomination, that de- 
file the Soul, and rob it of its Native Purity. 
We obey the Traditions of Abrabim, Iſmael, and 
the reſt of the Holy Line: who never touch'd 
any Woman but their own Lawful Wives and 
Concubines; reſting contented with this Indul- 
gence of the Qmnipotent, We put in * 


, 


2 5 
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the Law brought down from Heaven, and the © 
Precepts of the Prophet; which forbid all Adul. 

Fornication and Inceft, We preſerve in 

our Veins the Pure and Unpolluted Blood of our 
Fathers, and tranſmit the ſame to our Children, 
and the Poſterity to come; That the Promiſes 
made to Abrabim, the Glorious Patriarch of the 
Eaft, may not be difanull'd by the Sins of his Of. 
fpring ; but may be verified till the Day when 
the Moon ſhall be cancell'd in the Heavens, and 

all the Stars be blotted out. 
Oh Sage Hamet ! We are of a Sacred Lineage, | 
an Illuſtrious Pedigree. Our Progenitors were 
the Favourites of Heaven, and Lords of the 
Earth, by the Special Benediction of God. The 
Light of the Eternal ſhines upon the Ottoman 
Hoſe, and is reflected from thence on all the [© 
Empire, I pray Heaven, that we may not for. 
feit theſe Privileges by our own Folly, and cauſe 
an ill Report to be whiſper d of us among the 
Angels, Saints and Prophets, and throughout the 
Peiner of Paradiſe. 
I eonſign thee to the Cuſtody or God and thy 

GmardionGeninss wiſhing thee all manner of 
Enjoyments chat wy conſiſt with 825 and 
. _— 
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tween different 


the whole Southern Temperate Zone, or at lea 
the greateſt part of it. There -haye been many 
fabulous Relations of that diſtant Part of the 
Globe. Some of the Ancients mention'd it, and 
modern Writers have utter d various 88 
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LETTER XI. 
To the Captain Baſſa. 
Y Ships newly arriv'd from America, Advice 


is brought to this Court of a ſignal Defeat 
given to a Squadron of Dutch Ships in thoſe Parts, 


and of the taking. the Ne Tabago by the French. 
This Exploit was perform'd under the Conduct 
of the Count D Eſtreet, an Admiral of riſing 

Fame here in the Weſt. my 5 


But, in my Opinion, the French magnify this 


|: Enterprize beyond its true Value; for they loſt 
as many Ships and Men as the Eollanders 5 and 


all the Gain they can boaſt of is a Place which 
will coſt them more to Defend than tis really 
Iwontder this potent Monarch does not rather 
ſet out a Fleet of Ships well Mann'd, and pro- 
vided of all Neceſſar ies, to make ſome Diſcove- 
ries in that vaſt Tract of Land, called by Geo- 
graphers, the Southern Unknown World. It runs 
along from Eaſt to Weſt, between the Tropick of 
Capricorn, and the Antartick Circle; taking up 


about it. One will have it to be the Original 


Paradiſe of Adam and Eve. Another ſuppoſes it 


| to he the Place whither the Ten Tribes of I 


raelites retir d, that were carried away Captives 

by Salmanaſſar, King of ria. Which has oc- 

cafion'd ſo 1 DO putes and Controverſies be- 
—— . ws 
4 © 


travelling up and down by Sea and Land from 
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Be it how it will, the delightful Situation of V 
that Quarter, has given perhaps Encouragement 
for ſuch kind of Thoughts: which T ſhould think 
were alſo Invitation ſufficient to draw thither the 
Arms of ſome magnanimous Prince; beſides the 
pure Novelty of the Deſign, and the Glory of 
making a Deſcent and Conqueſt, where no Mor. 
tals of our known World had ever ſet Foot be. 
fore; Surely they are not afraid that it is en- 
chanted Ground, or that they ſhall encounter an 
Army. of Devils at their firt Landing; that 
they ſhall be trepann d into hidden Snares of Ma- 
gick, or be ſurpriz'd by ſome Infernal Ambuſh, 
What fatal Timorouſneſs, what panick Suſpicion 
is it that renders Potentates of the Earth thus 
ingloriouſly. prudent, and wretchedly cautious, 
to ſpare their Men, their Ships and Mony, when 
ſo noble an Undertaking ſeems to challenge their 0 
Courage, and awaken their utmoſt Reſolution, {MW ” 
to combat a few Difficulties, which being once + 
F Eternal Honour and Renown fol- 


What Diſcouragements, Lets, and Obſtacles, 

did not the brave Columbus meet with, when be 
ſought the Aſſiſtance of ſeveral Princes and 
States, to ſet him out to Sea. that he might diſ- 
cover the then unknown Weſtern World? How 
coldly was his Project entertained at Genoua, his 
own. Native Country? And at laſt, after long 
waiting, utterly rejected? No better Reception 
found he in the Court of England, though a Na- 
tion claiming the firſt Rank among Sea-faring 
People. What Fatigues did he not undergo in 


one Kingdom and Country to another? Nei- 
ther reſted he, till he had accompliſh'd his De- 
fire, and procur d Veſſels, Men, and Mony, from 
the King of Spain, to carry on his Enterpriſe, — 
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vet he had no other Ground to believe there 
EZ was any Unknown Contment beyond the Atlan- 
tick Sea, ſave his own Conjecture, ſtarted from 
the Obſervations: he had made on the Courſe of 

the Sun, and the Inequality of the known part 
of the Earth, compar'd with the vaſt Body of 
waters which muſt be ſuppos'd neceſſary to make 
up an entire Globe, if there were not ſome Un- 
known Land extant to ſupply their Room, and 
prevent a Vacuum in Nature. For he confider'd, 
that though this unequal ballancing of the Globe 
might paſs Muſter in the School of Natural Phi- 
loſophy, yet it cou'd not anſwer the ſtrict Scru- 
tmy of the Mathematicks: But that there muſt 
be an even Counterpoiſe of Earth and Water, to 
keep this Ball faſt in its Vortex, and regular in 
its Circulation. So that this Great Man, built 
all his well-pitch'd and happy Deſign upon a bare 
© Geometrical Speculation about it: whereas there 
zs evident Matter of Fact, the Teſtimony of many 
Authentick Eye-witneſſes to prove, that there 
is ſuch a Land as what I have been Tpeaking of, 
and all that ever paſsd the Magellanick Streigbts 
muſt have ſeen it if they were not blind. 3 
I counſel thee therefore, Mighty Baſſa, to re- 
© preſent theſe Things effectuafly to the Grand 
E Signior; It will be no Diſgrace if he hearken not 
to thy Propofals. Shew him the Eaſineſs of the 
E Undertaking, if a ſmall Fleet be fitted up and 
ſent by Way of the Red Sea, to make Diſcoveries 
toward the South. Let them be well Mann'd and 
Victuall'd; provided alſo with all forts of Arms 
and Ammunition in order to a Deſcent; with 
Materials and 8 to raiſe a Fortreſs, if 
there be Occaſion. Tis a thouſand to one, if 
the Inhabitants of thoſe unknown Regions have 
| ever found out the Uſe of Guns; which will be a 
| prodigious Advantage on our Side, The very 
| FIT : ä 
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Thunder of the Muſſulman Artillery, will ter- 
fy them into Obedience. They will either Sur 

render, as to Gods ; or fly, as from Devils, lea. ! 

ving all the Maritime Coaſts to the Invader; 1 
Poſſeſſion. Where Colonies of True Believer, #7 

may be ſoon planted and eftabliſh'd, to the Glory FT | 
of God and his Prophet, and the Eternal Exai. 

tation of the Ottoman Empire. iſ? L: 
Great Commander of the Marine, I defire the: 
to pardon the Liberty I take in this Diſcourſe; 7 
and to efteem what I have ſaid, only as the hum. 
ble Suggeſtions of an honeſt Slave, who is zea- 
tous for his Maſter's Honour, the Glory of th: 
Oſman Houſe; and the general Good of Man. 


of the Tear 1677. 
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LETTER NMIII. 
Po Dgnet Oglon. 
1 Am convine'd by long and manifold Experi- 


ence, that God and the World, and every 
Thing appear to Man in what Figure he pleaſcs, 
We may make our own Opticks, though the Ge- 
nerality of Men take up with thoſe which are 
prepar'd for them by their Fathers and Tutors. 
We uſe the Prejudices and Prepoſſeſſions of Edu- 
cation, as the Spaniards wear their Spectacles, 
even at Dinner Time, for Faſhions ſake, Young 
and Old, hay they may appear Grave and Re. 
gular... We adhere to the Qpinions we received 
in our Infancy, with a partial Stiffneſs and Pride, 
chat we may- not ſeem to call in Won 
NE 6 L0G | ET dom 
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XZ wiſdom of our Anceſtors, or appear wavering or 
EZ ;nconſtant our Selves. So the Chriſtian Gallants 
Z ſwallow down whole Dozens of venomous Oyſters, - 
without ſaying Grace; only becauſe *tis the 

mode: Though they will not venture on a Cruft 
of wholeſome Bread, without conjuring a Bleſ- 


fag on it, by making the Sign of the Croß, and 


| Afions void of Offence. 


| = {uinting two or three magical Glances at Hea- 
ven, ſeconded by Focuz-Pocus-Whiſperers, to com- 


pleat the Charm. _ : „ 
But let thou and I be more rational in our 


Principles and Practice. There is no God that 
will be banter'd with vain Mummery, or by Mu- 
fick be melodiouſly wheadl'd ont of his Eternal 
” Reaſon; no-Incenſe can be of Proof to Noſe the 
© Senſe of the Omniſcient, nor the moſt elegant 
Words delude him, who is perfect in Knowledge. 
Ne takes no Delight in the pompous Addreſſes of 
the Great, nor is he tobe moy'd by the multitude 
of Solemn Ceremonies, All that he requires of 
Man is, 4 Heart conform to the Divine Will, and 


. ny 


„ 


But the Lawgivers and Governours of Nations 


obſerving, That there was a certain Religious 
Fear and Reverence of ſome Divine Power, as it 
| were: plated in the Natures of all Men; and 
| conſidering that this might be improv'd, with 
good Management, to the Advantage and In- 


tereſt of the Commonwealth; they invented ſet 
Forms, of Diſcipline, and exteriour Offices of 
Worſhip, * which they term'd Holy Rites and 
Myfteries. Theſe they fortified with ſevere Laws 
and Sanctions, inflicting grievous Penalties Nr . 


Contemners of the Publick Service per form to 


the Gods. So Hermes Jriſmegiſtus fir ſt taught the 


_ Egyprians.z Meliſſus the Foſter-Father of Fupiter, 


inſtructed the Inhabitants, of Crete; Faunus and 
Fon, the Lainsy Nome hui, Che Romans 
_ Urphems, 


— — — 
—— — = 


the Burning of Incenſe, the Building of Temple; 
and Altars, with the Hymns, Sacrifices, and o- 


2 and of encreafing or diminiſhing their 


their Rural and Houſhold Gods, Oc. there was 
and Rulers in impoſing ; or the Superftition of 


Divinities. 
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Orpheus, the Grecians ; or, as ſome ſay, Cadmus te 
Son of Agenor, firſt inſtructed that Nation in the p, 
Solemnities which were counted Divine, and 
which he himſelf learn'd in Phænicia. He in-. 
ſtituted the Conſecration of Images and Statues, A 


ther magnificent Rites, by which they honour'd 
me rowers above. HH 
Now that all this Religious Pageantry was e. 
ſtabliſh'd only for the Ends of Policy and State, is 
evident from hence, That the Chief Magiftrates 
took the Liberty of making what Gods they 


umber at Diſcretion- So that in Proceſs of 
Time there were reckon'd no leſs than Thirty 
Thouſand Gods in the Roman Catalogue, though 
at firſt their Calendar could ſhew but Twenty 
Five Divinities. But when once they had found 
out a way to diftinguiſh theſe Divinities into ſe- 
veral Claſſes or Ranks, termmg ſome Gods of 
the Greater Nations, others of the Leſſer; ha- 
ving alſo their Tutelar Genii, their Demigods, 


no limiting the Crafty Devices of the Prieſts 


the credulous People in believing and adoring an 
infinite Rabble of New, Young, and Unheard-ot | 


They took alſo the ſame Freedom to change 
and alter the eftabliſh'd Rites and Ceremonies 
ſometimes aboliſhing the Old and Primitive In- 
ſtitutions, and ſuperinducing new ones in their 


ſttead z or at leaſt adding to the Heap of inſigni- 


ficant Ceremonies, in every Age, ſome myſteri- 


ous Novelty, which might pleaſe the People, and 
faſten them in a devouter Obedience and Vene - 


ration of their Pious Guides and Leaders. 
. | Hence 
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Hence ſprung the Dedication of Temples, 
Fanes, Chapels, Oratories, and certain Days in 
the Year to the Service of particular Gods; hence 
EZ aroſe the Invention and Uſe of ſo many ſorts of 
-Z Veſſels of Silver and Gold, and other Materials 
in their Sacrifices z of Lights, Flowers, and Per- 
EZ fumes; of Muſick, Pictures, and other Decora- 
tions; beſides the Rich and Majeſtick Veſtments 
of the Prieſts, their grave and compos'd Carriage, 
Looks and Geſtures: All defign'd purely to catch 


the rude and unpolſh'd Multitude in the Snares 
of Prieft-craft 3 to ſtrike their unwary Minds 


with an Awe and profound Attach for Religion; 


that ſo being once made thus flexible, they might 
warp them to what Bent they pleas'd, and for 
ever lead em in a blind implicite Admiration of 
they know not what, BR 


*Tis certain that Religion has this Effect en 


the Vulgar, to make them more Obedient to 


© their Governours, Juſt to one another, and Zea- 
© lous for the Publick Welfare: I mean the Reli- 
gion allow'd by the State: For, where the Sub- 
= js dare to make Innovations and Schiſms, to ſet 
up new Sects and Parties; the greater Zeal each 
Faction has for their own way of Worſhip, the 
more cruel and tragical Diſorders are generally 
committed. So fatal a Thing it is to be Opiniona- 
tive in Religion, to invade the Prieſt's Preroga- 
tive, and to diſturb the quiet Stream of Traditi- 
ons running in the Channel of Publick Faith from 
| one Generation to another. | : 


My Dear Cnet, let Thou and I ſhun the de- 


vout Superſtition of Bigots, and the wanton Pro- 


Phaneneſs of Libertines and Atheifts, adoring 


One God with fincere Faith, and a Reaſon 


void of Error: Let us alſo keep our Lives free 


from all Injuftice and Vice, which will be of 
7 | more 


more Comfort to us than if we had ſacrific d every 
Day a Thouſand Bulls. 


. 


Paris, 25th. of the ↄth. Moon, 
of the Tear 1677. e 
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IRT TER XIV. 
To Kerker Haſſan, Baſſa. 


H E Subject of moſt Mens Diſcourſe at pre. 

1 ſent in this City, is the Taking of Frihingb 
by the French. This is a City of Germany, where. 
of I made frequent mention in my Letters when 
I firft came to Paris. It is ſituated on a certain 
Height near a ſmall River, and is encompaſs 
with two Walls. dene alſo by a Citadel, 
four Baſtions, and other Fortifications. The 
Emperor has likewiſe a ſtrong Garriſon in it. 

On the 10th of this Moon the Mareſchal de Cre- 
quy Beſieg d it, and preſs d it with ſuch vigorous 
Aſſaults, and continual Batteries, That the Go- 
vernour found himſelf oblig'd to Surrender it on 
the 17th, when the Mareſchal took Poſſeſſion of 
it in the Name of the French King. 

The Imperialifts cannot boaſt of equal Succeſs | 

when they Beſiege Towns or Fortreſſes in the 
Hands of the French. For not long before this, 
the Prince of orange, General of the Confederate 
Ar mies in Flanders, undertook the Seige of Char- 
leroy, a Place of Strength in thoſe Parts. But 
the Want of Proviſions, together with the ſtout 
Keſiſtance of the Inhabitants, and the Duke of 
Luxemburgh's Approach with the French Army, 
forced him to decamp and retire, 
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27 The Duke of Laxemburgh is a valiant and ſage 
General, in high Eſteem with the French: But 
his Enemies ſay, he is a Magician, and deals with 
tube Devil, becauſe of the good Succeſs which ge- 
nerally crowns all his Enterpriſes ; So impoſſible it 
is for 4 Man of extraordinary Virtues, and Heroick 
© Endowments, to eſcape. without Envy and ſcandalbus 
” Aſperſcons. Tis as — for the Vulgar to in- 
veigh againſt Generous Souls, as tis for Dogs to 
bark at the Moon. Yet that Planet appears im- 
paſſible; and not being mov'd at the Snarles of 
invidious Animals, keeps on her Heavenly Courſe, 
in Majeſty and Silence. So do Souls that are 
truly Noble, contemn the Cenfures of the Infe- 
riour Part of Men, and never ſtop till they arrive 
at the Meridian and Zenith of Perfection. 
© Mott Serene and Illuftrious Arab, thou art a 
© lively Example of this, and I dare ſay no more, 
© left I offend thy Modeſty. My perpetual Bene- 
dition and Glory crown thy Years that are yet 
to come. 5 . 
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; Paris, 29th. of the 11th, Moon, 
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To the W iſcſt of the Wiſe, the mf Venera- 
ble Mutti. 
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Obey thy Commands without the leaſt De. X 
mur: And now proceed to write of the M. 
cedonian Empire. I remember a Diſpatch of MW | 
mine to thy Venerable Predeceſſor of 8d. 
cred Memory, wherein I touch'd upon ſome Pa- 
tages of the Life of that Heroick and Magnani- WW ' 
mous Prophet, Alexander the Great. But now WW 
I will inform thee more at large concerning hs 
Birth, Education, and Renow ned Performances 
Alexander, as the Greeks and Latins call him, 
With all the Nations of the Veſt; or Scander, 4 
Te cander, 
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nder, and Zulbarneb, according to the Style of 
the Arabians, Perſians, Indians, Tartars, and other 
people of the Faſt, was born in the CVIth ohm 
diad; 398 Years after the Building of Rome, and 

in the Year of the World 3628, on the 6th Day 


of the Moon Loo, or Hecatombzon, according to 


the Style of the Grecians. The ſame Night was 
the Temple of Diana at Epheſus ſet on Fire. And 
on the ſame Day two Eagles came and pearch'd 
on the Top of his Father's Houſe, where they 
ſat all the Day; which was taken as an Omen of 
the Double Empire he was to have over Europe 
| Philip King of Macedon and Husband to 01ympias, 
was the Reputed Father of Alexander, as the was 
his Known Mother. But ſome Hiſtorians ſay, 
That a certain Magician call'd Nectanebus, by his 
Enchantments diſguiſing himſelf in the Form of 
Jupiter Ammon, lay with Ohmpias, and begot A- 
lexander. Others affirm, That 0lympias her ſelf 
© confeſſed to Philip, That Alexander was not his 
© Son, but that ſhe had conceiv'd him of a prodi- 
N 75 great Serpent. Whence it came to paſs, 
That Philip himſelf, a little before his Death, 
= openly declar'd, That Alexander was not his Son. 
And for the ſame Reaſon, he divorc'd 0lymptas, - 
as an Adultreſs, by her own Confelſhon. 
* Theſe Reports were ſo common at that Time, 
That Alexander afterwards hearing the Story of 
his ſuppos'd Serpentine Genealogy, and that o- 
ther * Nectanebus in the Maſquerade of a God: 
When he march'd through Egypt, took Advan- 
| tage of the latter, to impoſe upon the Credulity - 
and Superſtition of his Soldiers. For being to 
| pals by the Temple of Fupiter Ammen, he made a 
Halt to viſit the Oracle. But he had privately 
ſent before ſome of his. Truſty Friends to ac-- 
quaint the Prieſts with his Deſign, and to tell 
"4 them 
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them what manner of Words and Addreſs they 
ſhould uſe to him as he enter d the Temple, in 
the Hearing of his Followers. KI! 

. Having, thus prepar'd thoſe Holy Cheats, he 
with much Ceremony and ſeeming Devotion made 
his Approaches to the Temple. As ſoon as he 
ſet his Foot within the Portico, the Seniors of the 
Priefts met him in their Pontifical Robes, with 
Cenſers in their Hands, and thus ſaluted: him; 
All Hail, Son of ꝓupiter Ammon. Alexander being 
pleas'd at this, ask'd them farther, If all his Fa- 
_ thers Murdevers were puniſbd; or, If any yes ſurvi. 
ved? To which it was anſwered, 0 Son of the In- 
7 — Gods! Thy ry cannot be murder or dhe. 
As for Philip, Blood is fully reveng'd o 
them 128 2 4 Hand in ſhedding it. Then — 
another Queſtion concerning his future Succeß. Me 
To which the Oracle replied, The Vfctory ſhall b: 


thine in all Bun ls; Thou ſhalt become Tord of all the 
Faſt. The fame Mouth: alſo gave m Charge to 
the Retinue of Alexander, That they ſhould adore WE 
bim not as a King, but as 4 Gol. Returning from 
thence, he belle Mexandria, calling ir after his 
own Name. E 
I dave not obſer yd a due Method in relating 
this Story ſo ſoon; whilſt L was but reprefenting 
the New-born Here in his Cradle. But I did it 
| to convince thee, That the various Opinions con- 
cerning Mexander's BPather, are not the Fictions WW 
of Wanton Writers, but ſack as Emꝑloyd the 
Care and Diligence of Alexander kimſelf to im- 
prove them to his own Intereſt, and his Mothers 
Honour: For it was accounted a Glorious thing, 
to be Impregnate by a God. 
Fo return therefore to the Infant-Prophet ; 4 
He A e apace, and diſcover d early Signs ofa 
odigious Wit and Courage. At the Age of 
Keen 2 he Was committed to the Care and 
| Tutelage 
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futelage of Ariſtotle, under whom he ſtudied the 
sciences five Years; and then his Father Philip 
being murder d, he ſucceeded in the Throne. The 


* game Year alſo, Darius Codomanus obtained the 
e Empire of Pera. Againſt whom Alexander, with 
che Common Conſent of almoſt all Greece, prepa- 
© red to go with a well-diſciplin'd Army, that he 
b might carry on the War which his Father had 
begun. Only the Lacedæmonians, Tbebans, and A- 
5 tbenians thwarted his Deſign; being corrupted by 
1 = Demoſthenes the Orator, who for that purpoſe had 


reeeived vaſt Sums of Gold from Darius. But 
Alexander ſoon reduc'd theſe Factious States and 


' © Kingdoms to their Duty; utterly deftroying the 
City of Thebes, with the Slaughter of goooo of 
the Citizens, beſides 30000 Captives. This was 


executed on the 15th of the Moon Boedromion, in 
the 2d Year of the CXIth 01ympiad. He only 
© ſpar'd the Hoſt of Philip his Father, when he was 
left as a Pledge in that City, whoſe Houſe was 
© left untouch'd, as alſo that of Pindar's Poſterity. 
From thence paſſing the Helleſpont, he march'd 
into Aſia, in the Year of the World 3650; and in 
the 3d Year of his Reign. He had in his Army 
30000 Foot and 4500 Horſe. As ſoon as he ſet 
| Foot on the Ground of Afiz, he made the Royal 
Corban and. Vows for Victory. Then he darted 
* a Javelin into the Earth, in Token of Defiance. 
After which, when he came to Troy, he perform'd 
certain Holy Rites and Myſteries at the Tombs 
of Defun&t Heroes, who fell in the Trojan War. 
When theſe Ceremonies were accompliſh'd, he 
| marched directly againſt the Perfians, who were 
in Number 600000 Fighting Men. I will not 
tire thee with all the Particularities that hap- 
end in their March. Suffice it to ſay, That A- 
ander with his Handful of Macedonians, after 
many Victories obtained of the Perſiaus, at length 
„„ quite 
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quite Routed the Army of Darius, and took Po. 
ſeſſion of that Once Formidable Empire. 
But there are ſome remarkable Paſſages in thi 
Expedition, which deſerve to be remembred: 
As, his wonderful Continence and Humanity to- 
ward the Mother, Wife and Daughters of Paris; 
whom he entertain'd in his Camp after they fel 
into his Hands, rather as the Kindred of ſome 
Beloved Friend, than of a Profeſs'd Enemy. The 
Story alſo of his looſing the Gordian Knot, is not 
unworthy thy Knowledge. 
It ſeems, in former Times one Cordius, as he 
Plough'd the Fields, was ſurrounded with a 
Flight of Birds of all Kinds. Being troubled at 
this, he left his Work, and haſted to the next 
Qity, there to. enquire of the Augurs, what the 
Meaning of this ſhould be. As be entred the 
Gate of the City, he met a Virgin of Incompa- 
Table Beauty, of whom he ask'd, .Where be might 
find the most Skilful Sage, with whom be might con 
 fult about 4 Matter of ſome Importance. Then he 
told the Inquiſitive Damſel, what had happend 
to him in the Field. As ſoon as ſhe heard this, 
being well vers d in theſe Myſterious and Pro- 
phetick Sciences, ſhe told him, That he ſhould be 
made a King. And to confirm him in the Belief 
of what ihe ſaid, ſhe promis'd to become, his 
Wife, that ſo ſhe might be Partner of his Future 
Happineſs. In a Word, they were Married ; and 
ſoon after, there aroſe a Strife among the Phi- 
jans, Which was like to prove of dangerous Con- 
ſequence. Therefore the People Conſulted the 
Oracle, What was to be done in this Caſe, to prevent 
the publick Deſolation ? It was anſwer'd, That the on- 


; h Remedy for theſe Diſcords was, to chuſe them a King. 


And when they ask'd, What Perſon they ſhould chuſe 
to this Dignity ? It was anſwer d again, Ibat they ſhould 
Ele tha Man for their King, nhom they fiſt met 
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ni a Wagon, as they. went thence to the Temple f 
Jupiter. Gordius prov'd the Man, and they obey'd 
the Oracle, ſaluting him as their Sovereign. Gor- 
. ; dus, as a Memorial of this Event, ſet up his 
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Vain in the Temple of ꝓupiter, conſecrating jt to 
the Royal Majeſty. e e 
Alfter him his Son Midas Reign'd, who filled 
Pbygia with Religious Obſervations. Whence 
aroſè the Common Oracle, That whofoever ' ſhould . 
© looſe the Knot of the Thongs in the Wagon of Gordius, 
© frould obtain the Empire of all Aſia. 5 
Alexander hearing this, and being ſpurr'd on 
by Ambition, Beſieges Gordia; and having taken 
the City, makes haſte to the Temple of ꝓupiter, 
- where he underſtood the Wagon was laid up. As 
ſoon as he ſaw it, he try'd to find out the Ends of 
the Thongs, that ſo he might loo'e the Knot. 
But perceiving that it was impoſſible to come at 
them without uſing Violence, he interpreted the 
Oracle in the Senſe of a Soldier, and cut the 
outermoſt Foldings of the Knot with his Sword. 
Upon which all the Ends of the Thongs appear'd, 
and ſo he eaſily perform'd the Fatal Tas. 
Vet this Heroick Prophet, as he had Great 
| Virtues, ſo had he no. Leſs Vices. He was very 
| cruel to his Neareſt Relations and Friends; Kil- 
ling Caranus his Brother by a Step-Mother; Clitus 
his old dear Friend; Parmenio, Philotas, Aryntas, 
| Attalus, Eurylgebus, Pauſanias, and many other Ma- 
tedonian Princes, ſome of which were of his own 
Blood. Add to this, his barbarous Uſage of Ca- 
liſtbenes the Philoſopher, who was brought up 
| with him under Ariſtozte. This poor Unfortunate 
Man refuſing to flatter the King's Pride in cal- 
ling him a God; ſo diſguſted Alexander, that 
feigning himſelf very Angry, he charg'd him 
with being Acceſſary to the Plots and Conſpira- 
cies that were formed againſt him. Then he 
Fe VJ 
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caus d all his Limbs to be mangl'd and chop's, © 
aſter an inhuman Faſhion, He commanded alfs 
his Ears, Noſe, and Lips, to be cut off; which 
not only gave the Poor Wretch infinite Tor. 
ment, but alſd render'> him a meſt Deform'd and 
Miſerable Spectacle to others. And to compleat 
his Revenge, he caus'd him in this Doleful Plight 
to he ſhut up in a Cage with a Dog, and ſo to be 
carried about, to the Terror of others. 
Then Lyf machus, one of Alexander's Generals, 
and a Diſciple of Caliſthenes, taking Pity on W 
Great a Sage, who fuffer'd. all this barbarous | « 
__ Uſage, not for any real Crime that he had com- 
_ mitted, but only for ufing that Freedom in his « 
Words and Actions which becomes a Philoſopher, + « 
gave him Poyſon, to rid him at once of ſo many MW vi 
D ne ba . 
But Alexander took this fo heinonſly, That he tt 
commanded Lyſmachus to be thrown to à very ÞW- x 
_ fierce Lion. As ſoon as the Furious Beaft ſaw | þ 
him, he Roar'd and Paw'd the Ground for Joy, tt. 
and ran upon him with an impetuous Force. But n 
28 not leſing his Courage, wrap'd his fi 
Hand in his Mantle, and thruft it down the Li- t. 
on's Throat; where laying faſt hold of his ſ 
Tongue, he pulFd it out by the Roots, and left . 5 
the Lion for dead. Co rn 
When this was told the King, he admiring t 
the Invineible Virtue of the Man, not only for- xr; 
give him this Offence, but had him in Higher 
Eſteem all his Life afterwards. 
Wie muſt not omit that Memorable Action of 
Atexander, when ftomaching the Surrender of 
Sidop to his Victorious Arms, in that it was de- 
Ier'd up by the People, againſt the Will of 
Strato their King; the Conqueror pronouncing 
Hrata unworthy of the Crown, bid Hepheſtion 
Place him in the Throne, whom the A rf 
eas . OL 
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2 fould approve as Stratus Succeſſor. FHepheſtion 
willing to prefer to that Dignity a Noble Young; 
BZ Sidonian, WhO was his Favourite, offer'd him the 
Crown. But the Generous Youth refus'd the 
Honour; alledging, that it was againſt the Laws: 
ol his Country, for any Man to Reign who was. 
not of the Royal Blood. Hepbeſtion ad mir ing the 
= Greatneſs of his Soul, faid, . God encreaſæ your 
5 « Virtues and Graces, Illuftrious Friend, who 
are the firſt that ever underſtood how much 
more Magnanimous it is to deſpiſe than to ac- 
( cept a Crown. Be it therefore in your Power 
- © © to beſtow the Kingdom on any Man af the 
| © © Royal Blood whom. you think fit for ſo great @ 
Charge. Then he pitch'd upon one Aus- 
nua, 2 poor Gardiner in the Suburbs of Sidat;, 
= who was of the Race of Sidonian Kings, but. 
© through extreme Poverty was grown obſcure,,. 
and forced to take up that Employment to get 
his Bread. Hrpheſtion approv'd the Choice: And 
this Noble Youth, with ſome of his Friends; im 
mediately went with the Royal Rohes and En 
ſigns of Majeſty to look out 4bdolonymus, whom. 
[© they found Weeding his Garden in a very dirty - 
© {quali Condition. Saluting him therefore King 
in the Name of Alexander the Great; they 
Waſp'd and Anointed him with Precious Qyls of 
the Baſt; and having put on the Robes of: Sove- 
raign Majeſty, they! conducted himto-the Con- 
queror: Who among other Diſconries, ask d 
dim, How be was abli ſa patiem ly to endure thas ex- 
veme Poverty which bad! hitherta' boen bir Lot 2 To 
which lie replied), J wiſb f maꝶ endure tbe Burden e 
| «Crown with the ſame Eaſb. Ibeſe Hund ſeruedibe 
Neceſſities of Life, and my Wants weve anſwaruhla 10: 
| my-Poſſeſſions, even none a alk. Alexander pre- 
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| Ing by this Anſwer, the Greatneſs: of his Spirit: 
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much of the Perfian Booty, and added all the 
Countries round about Sidon to his Government. 

Much about the ſame Time, Alexander going to 
Feruſalem, was met by Faddus the High Prieſt in his 
Pontifical Habit. Who falling at the Conqueror's 
Feet, to implore Favour and Mercy for his City 
and People; Alexander rais'd him up,and embra- 
cing him in his Arms; Bid him fear nothing, for that 
God had appeared to him in Macedonia in the ſame Fi. 
gure and Form as the High Prieſt made, exhorting him, to 
_ carry on the Perſian War, and promiſing him certain Vi- 
ory, . After this, the High Prieft conducted him 
into the City and Temple,where he Sacrific'd and 


made Corban. He alſo gave the Jews many ample 


Privilege... 
ander, which becauſe it has ſomething very ſingu- 
lar in it, I will inſert in this Diſpatch. _ 
After the Conqueſt of Perſia, as Alexander was 
Marching forward, that he might extend his Em- 
pire through all the Eaſt; Thaleſtris, Queen of 
the Amazons, hearing of his Fame, took a Jour; 
ney of five and twenty Days, through many po- 
pulous Nations, attended only by three hundred 
Women, and came to his 3 the 
Honour of his Bed. For ſhe had conceived an 
inſatiable Deſire of having a Child by him, 
whom all the Eat proclaimed the Greateſt He- 
T9 in the World. Alexander granted her Requeſt; 


and when ſhe had .enjoy'd his Company thirteen 
Days, ſhe departed well ſatisfied to her own 


22 promiſing, that if ſhe brought forth a 
Male, the would ſend him to his Father, accord- 


ing to the manner of the Amazons; but if a Fe- 


male, ſhe would keep it her felt. _ FR 
From hence Alexander march'd againſt Beſſaa, 


who had murder d Darius, and cauſed himſelt to 


be proclaimed King of Perf by the Name of 4r- 
Taxerxes,.. Having overcome him, and pun d 
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There is one Thing more in the Life of Alex- 
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nis Treaſons, he proceeded, and ſubdu'd all the 
Kegions running along the Foot of Mount Cau- 
caſis. In fine, he extended his Conqueſts to the 
nutmoſt Borders of India, even to the Oriental Sea; 
where he took Shipping and return d to Babygon, - 
partly by Sea and partly by Land. An. Aſtrolo- 
er of great Reputation met him by the way, 
and diſſuaded him by all the Arguments he could 
uſe, from entr ing the City; aſſuring him, that 
Place would be Fatal to his Perſon. But though 
Alexander made ſome Demur at firſt, and ſeem'd , 
to credit the Words of the Sage; yet being over- 
rul'd by the Counſel of Anaxarchus the Philoſo- 
pher, he enter d Babylon, where he died; ſome 
ſay of Poyſon; others affirm, that he ſurfeited - 
himſelf with too much Wine. This was in the 
32d Year of his Life, and the 12th of his Reign. 
There was a deep and melancholy Silence 
throughout Babylon, when once it was known, 
That the Conqueror of the World was dead. Every 
one was poſſeſs'd with various Thoughts and 
Cares, according to their different Affections and 
© Intereſts. The Macedonians inwardly.rejoyc'd, as 
if they were now rid of ſome great and formida- 
ble Enemy; curſing his Severity and reftleſs 
Temper, which had expos'd them to ſo many 
Toils and Perils of War. Befides, the Princes 
flatter'd themſelves with a Pro iÞers of enjoying - 
eyery one his Share in ſo vaſt an Empire. And 
the private Soldiers had their Eyes intently fix d 
on the Immenſe Treaſures of Gold, which Alex- 
ander left behind him, and which they hop'd to 
ſhare among them. For there were at that 
time Fifty Thouſand Talents in Bank; and 
Three Hundred Thouſand coming in yearly by 
Z and. Cnrtom. EG: 
Ou the other ſide, the Conquer'd Nations 
would not at firft give Credit to the Report 5 
| 11 thoſe 


1 
4 + 
* 4 
> 
— 4 3 
3 2 Tn 
5 
LS 
N 
E's 
EY 
2 
. XY 
5. - 
We 
AC.” 
A 
& 
£21 
2 
I 
#8 
Wes 
0 
. 
= 
N 
8 
= 
3 
* * 
1 
3 
> 
7 ＋ — 
15 76 
£1 
5 
TI 
"a 
2 
1 
3 
; . 
1 5 
8 
BY. 
iT 5 
ag 


ant Lo MET A Bia a2 hed 
RR ES ST we 


110 Terte Hir iy Vol. VIII 
thoſe who carry'd the News of Aleranders Fate, 
For they thought he muft needs be Immortal, 
whom they had always found Invincible. But 
when Couriers upon Couriers had remov'd their 
Inctedulity, 
Von; they Mourn d for him, not with bare Out- 
ward Ceremonies, as for an Enemy that had 


ſubdu'd em; but with Real Sorrow, as fora 


Father that had protected and cheriſh'& em. 
More „ f the Grief of Darins's Mother 
s remarka 


bie; who, tho ſhe had loſt Eighty of 


her Brethren, with their Father, all cruelly 
Murther'& by 0ebws; tho” ſhe had loſt Darins, the 
only ſurviving 


Ahject State of a Captive; yet ſhe bore all with 


an even Mind, till Alexanders Death; whoſe In- 


dulgence alone whilft living, had ſupported her 
under ſo many gr ie vous Calamities. But as ſoon 
as he had forſaken the Earth, ſhe grew wear y of 
_ tarrying any longer on it too. Not that ſhe 

eſteemed an Enemy above her Father, Brethren 


and her Son; but becauſe ſhe had experiene'd in 


him whom ſhe dreaded as an Enemy, the Good- 


neſs and Piety, the Modeſty and Regard of all 


theſe Relations. 

This Great Monarch heing Dead, and not 
having appointed a Succeſſor, there aroſe almoſt 
as many Kings as there were Governours of Pro- 
vidences, and Leaders in the Army. Hence 


| ſprang [nnumerable Confuſions, Wars and Diſ- 


orders in the Empire. There were Tumults and 
Inſurrettions in Greece, El} 1 at Athens; 
Where the Citizens under the Condud 

ner their Captain, invited the Reſt of the Gre- 


cians to aſſert their Liberty by taking Arms. 


Nor was there leſs ſtirs in Aſia and Egypt. Every 
where Mens Minds were unſetied, and he" 
1 0 
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ng of ſeven Sons; and was her ſelf 
caſt down from the Height of Majeſty, to tle 


uct of Leoſthe- 
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7 157 2 7/4 for kis Share of. 
the R's Bl Empire, There be eftabliſtva 

Y bin? and his Paſterity-by the Name of Kings. 

Feleueis took Poſſeſſion of Babylom and Syria, with. 

$ " the fame Title. Caſſander Reign d over Maredon 

3 J and Greece. Antigomar governed Af, and Lyſima- 


. E rute. But Autigonur foon loſt his Empire, 
being overcome and kill in 4 Battel by Pr, 
F aud F Confederates + 30 dic the ref either in 
: | their own Perſons, or in their Pofteriry, yield 
© to the prevailing Fortune oftheir Enemies; Tilk 
L at length all theſe ſharter't Remains of the Mite 
- cedonian Empire beeame Provinces: of the r KP. 
Of which-F will fay ſomething An e 

In the mean while, I to think that 
the Ortoman Empire now is 88 more Formi- 
| able, e Victorious, than alt that rr | 
before it. May God encreaſe the Fellicities ar 


* Honours of True Belie tall ths Da The 
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| Paris, 12th. of the 4th. Moor, 
| ofthe 188 3 
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LETTER 4 


| To Maſs Abul Yahyan, Profeſſor of Phi- 
| loſophy ar Fez. N 


Satisfaction, and am glad to find thou art ſe 
r from being tir'd with what I have alc 
ſaid concerning Conſtantinople, that thou. c 
lengeſt me w ith a Promiſe I formerly mage thee, 


of givi = farther Account of What L Rave : 
obſerved there moſt remarkable. - 


| Received thy Venerable Diſparch with great 


| 
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and -ftrong Fancy, they daſh their Pencil here 


| cnn. in delineating every little Singularity, 
_ ſuperlative Beauty of the whole Earth, draw 
_ unveil all her interior Secrets: But only to give 
thee a tranſient View of thoſe Parts which ap- 
Travellers. And this I do not perform all at 


' Deſigns of Charity, Policy, and generous Wil- 
Character, as thou wilt perceive by the follow- 


In defcribing this Imperial City, I have imi. 
tated the Painters, who when they wou'd dray 
a Beauty to the Life, do not go Arithmetically 
to Work, or obſerve any Order in their rough 
Draughts. But following the Conduct of a wild 


and there, as that Volatile Faculty inſpires em; 
regarding only the Symmetry of the Picture, 
without preferring one Part to another, or being 


in pourtraying this Queen of Cities, this 
my Strokes at Random; not deſigning to preſent 
thee with an Anatomy-Lecture over her, or to 
pear moſt Eminent, and attract the Eyes of all 


once..(*twere too great a Task) but even like 
them, by Fits and Starts, as I find my Oppor- 


tunities. 


I have hitherto preſented thee with a Prof] pet 
of very magnificent and curious Objects; as 


- Temples, Moſques, Aqueducts, Columns, Obe- 


lisks, Bazars, Oc. Now prepare thine Eyes for 
an Entertainment of another Nature, I will 
ſhew thee Things, though perhaps not ſo illu- 


ſtrious to outward Appearance, or ftrutting with 


Royal - Grandure, yet ſufficiently Great and 
Splendid to perpetuate the Memory of the Foun- 
ders, and to convey their Fame to all Genera- 
tions. Things alſo of publick Uſe and Service; 


dom; Undertakings of a Noble and Heroick 


ing Account. 3 
No Traveller can ſurvey the Streets of Con- 

ſtaminople, and not have his Eyes arreſted 8 85 
| „ and 
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ſera's, u herè all diſtreſſed Foreigners, and ſuch as 


x 
Lg ond oa 


in any of theſe find a Shelter and Sanctuary from 
the Injuries of open Air, from Night-Robbers, 
and other Inconveniences. Theſe Carvanſera's 
are in Number Three Hundred and Three, built 
at the Expences of Ottoman Princes and Baſſa's. 
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and there by moſt capacious and ample Carvan- 


are deſtitute of a more convenient Lodging, may 


There are alſo in this City Ninety Hoſpitals, 


E where the Poor are nouriſhed, and the Sick at- 
E tended with extraordinary Piety and Care. 


Beſides all theſe, there are Five Colleges, 


where the Sciences are publickly profeſs'd and 
taught, and where a certain Number of Young 
Men are educated and maintained at the Grand 
Signior's Coſt, being conſtant Stipendar ies to the 
© Sultan. There are many ſuch Colleges ſcatter'd 
up and down Caramania, Nutolia, and throughout 
Greece and the Leſſer Afi. So that the Number 
of Students in theſe Countries is computed to be 
| above Nine Thouſand ; not reckoning thoſe in 
Arabia, Syria, and Egypt, where flouriſh innumer- 
able Seminarics of Divine and Human Wiſdom. 


But to return to Conſtantinople, the next thing 


; worthy of Obſervation is the Serqyan, or Houſe 


of Equipages, where are made all ſorts of Trap- 
pings for Horſes, eſpecially Saddles of immenſe 
Coſt, and admirable Workmanſhip. This Place 
is alſo environ'd with high Walls, and ſhut in 
with ſtrong Gates. There cannot be a more a- 
greeable Sight to ſuch as take Pleaſure in Horſes 
and Riding, then to ſee Four Thouſand Men 


here daily at Work in their Shops, each ftriving 


to excel the reft in the Curioſity of his Artifice. 
You ſhall ſee one buſy in ſpangling a Saddle with 
reat Oriental Pearls, and Unions intermix'd, 
r ſome Arabian Horſe, belonging, perhaps to 
the Ftir Azem. Another fitting a Curb or ne | 
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of the pureſt Gold to a Bridle of moſt precious 


Ruſſian Leather; ſome adorn their Trappings 
with choice Phrygian Work, others with Dia- 
monds, Ruhies, and the moſt coftly Jewels of the 
Eaſt. In a Word, there is ſo illuſtrious a Variety 
of theſe Accoutrements, that the Eye is aftoniſh'd. 
at the ſight of them: And I have heard many 
Travellers acknowledge, That the like is not to 
be ſeen in any. City of the World beſide Conſt rr 
tinopie. I know not what may be in your Cities 


of Morocco and Fex, in regard the Maors are great 


Cavaliers. 5 
There are moreover, two other Places in the 
City, encompaſs'd with peculiar Walls. In theſe 
the Fanizaries are poſted, who are the Guards du 
Corps to the Grand Signior. They are under the 
Command of Decurions, without whoſe Leave no 
— Janizary dare ſet a Foot out of the Place. 
Next is the Arſenal of the City, built on the 
Sea-ſhoar, containing a Hundred and Eighty 
Arches, under which are very elegant Portico's 
or Piazza's, where People walk. There are a- 
bove Forty Thouſand Men daily at Work in this 
Arſenal ;, and Eighty great. Gallies lie there al- 
ways in Readineſs for any ſudden Expedition. 
des, there is another in the Subkrbs, 
wherein there always lie a hundred and fifty great 
SQAallies on the Stocks; and Sixty, fitted up with 
all Neceſſaries, conſtantly lie in the Water. 
The Granaries or Store-Houſes for Corn pre- 
ſent themſelves next. They are built. in a Cor- 
ner of the City toward Pera, where the Walls are 
far ſtronger than in any other Part, and the 


Gates are. of Iron. Here is always laid up an 


immenſe Quantity of Wheat and ] arly, as alſa 
of other Grain, as if it were to ſerve for many 
Years. Yet tis changed for new Corn every 
Three Years. They fay, That in the Reign of 

| | Amurat 
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Vol. VII. 28% PARIS. irs 
Amer III. there was an incredible Abimdance 
of Millet found there, whoſe Virtue was much 
= admired, in that it had lain there Eighty Years 
= ſound and free from any Corruption. 

I have 1 a omitted to ſpeak of the two 
” Royal Serails, fince the leaſt of them will require 
W 2 * Letter by ir ſelf, to be deſcribed exact- 
phy. uy this I will ſay in ſhort, That the leaſt 
is a French League in Circuit, or Three Italian 
Miles; and the biggeſt, wherein the Grand Sig- 
nior dwells, is a League and two Thirds, or Five 
alia Miles. The former is called Eſchy Saray, 
or the Old Palace; the latter is nam'd Bryuch 
” Saray, or the Great Serail. If thou defireſt a 
- farther and more particular Deſcription of theſe 
= Royal Courts, I will ſend it thee in future Diſ- 
patches. For, it will be too large for one. 
In the mean Time I muſt nat forget the Maſch 
of Fub, where our Sultans receive the Sword 
when they firſt come to the Crown. This is a 
= Building of great Antiquity, ſeated in the far- 
* theft Angle of the City near the Haven. Over 
aàgainſt it are the Sultan's Stables, having very 
fair Gardens adjoin'd to them. Not far from 
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| lies a vaſt Number of Braſs Pieces of Ordnance 


without (Carriages. Of which fume are turn'd 
. directty againſt the Haven. | 


| As you paſs from this Place, it is impoſſible to 
| zvoid the fight of a Pillar, which ſhoots up from 
| the Top of a Rock at ſome diftance from the Ci- 
| ty. This Column is all of White Marble, and 
| wasereQed by Cu. Pompey as a Monument of his 
Victory over Mithridates the King of Ppprus. On 
this fide of the City there is nothing hardly to. 
be ſeen for Eight Miles together, but Houſes 
| built for Pleaſure and Delight, with moſt beau - 
tiful Groves and Gardens. 55 
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Over 


| thence is the TJopaua, or Gun- Tard, where there 
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Over againſt the City ſtands Pera, an Arm of 
the Sea coming between them. This Suburb or 
Borough is inhabited chiefly by Gracians and 
Weſtern Franks. - _ 3 
Round about this Suburb are many pretty 
Country Houſes, Farms, and Granges, moſt de. 
liciouſly ſeated in the midft of high Tufts of 
Trees, with Green Fields, and Cryſtal Streams 
adjoining to them. Where the Embaſſadors of 
Foreign Princes make their Abode ſometimes. 
I will not carry thee from hence to Scutari, 


though a great and ſtately Village, within the 


Liberty alſo of the Imperial City. I will not de- 
tain thee with the Singularities of Thracian Cher- 
ſoneſus, or drill thee along to Calipolis; though 
this were the firſt Town in Europe, which Anu- 
rat took in the Year 1353. My Deſign is altoge- 
ther at Conſtantinople. Therefore having ſurvey d 
Pera, which is alſo call'd Galata, let us croſs the 
Water, and return again to the Mother-City; 
that we may know what manner of Governmenr 
there is in it, and how the Laws are executed. 
The Chief Magiſtrate is called Stambol-Cadiſ, 
or Judge of Conſtantinople. Before him are plead- 
ed all Cauſes, both Criminal and Civil. He has 
four Deputies under him, who ſeparately govern 
the four chief Precincts of the City. There is 
tikewiſe an Officer, called Sabaſſi, whoſe Buſine(s 
is to take Cegnizance of every ones Crime that 
is ſeiſed in the Streets or Houſes, and to refer it 
to the Supreme Vizir. He has alſo four Depu- 
ties under him, and all Men are bound to aſſiſt 
kim in Caſe of Difficulty © | 
| I Common Priſon of Conſtantinople is divi- 
ded into two Parts, the Upper and the Lower. 
The Upper is only for Civil Offences, and has 
an airy Green Court in the middle of it, with a 
Fountain continually ſpoyging up Water; 2 hich 
1 ome- 
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Vol. VIII. 4 Sey at PARIS. 117 
ſomething diminiſhes the Squalidneſs of the 
© Place. The Lower is for Capital Crimes, and 
zs a very fink of Horror and Loathſomneſs. 
Flower of Philoſophers, I pray God who gave 
us our Senſes, always grant em agreeable Ob- 
jelts, and defend us from all noiſome Scents, 
eſpecially from the Peſtilential Fumes of Hell, 
which, they ſay, at certain Times tranſpire 
through the Chinks and Crannies of the Earth, 
infecting this upper World with deplorable Con- 
tagions. May the Odours of Paradiſe refreſh us 
for ever, O Senſible Muſu. V 


Paris, 19th. of the 4th. Moor, 
UW of ibe Tear 1678. 
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LETTER III. 
Jo Kerker Haſſan, Baſla. 


4 FEY Year the French gain Ground of their 
L Enemies: They make proſperous Cam- 
| Paigns, and always come off Conquerors. _ 

| In the Beginning of the 3d Moon the King 
Ss WW cauſed Ghaunt to be Beſieged by the Mareſchal 
s W @ Zuniers. This City is the Capital of all Flanders, 


tand is divided into feveral Quarters or liles ; ſo 

t W is the Country round about it, by certain Rivers 
and Channels, which render it of extreme dif- 
t WW ficult Acceſs, and ſpoils all Communication. It 


is one of the greateſt Cities in Europe, and is de- 
- fended by a Counterſcarp, a large Ditch, good 
'. W Ramparts, and many Baſtions. The Inhabitants 
15 boaſt that it was Founded by Julius Ceſar. They 
a bave been able to raiſe an Army of Fifty Thou- 
u fand Men among themſelves, whenever a 

C's | 1 ii 


have been inclin'd to Revolt from their Sove- 
raign. Vet they could not hold out above Ten 
Days againſt the preſent Arms of France; but 
ſeeihg the Vigor with which they were attack d 
on all ſides, and deſpairing of auy Succors, they 
Surrender d on Articles. | 
Next to this, the City of res, was Surren- 
der'd to them on the 25th of the fame Moon, af. 
ter a Siege of Eight Days. This is another con- 
ſiderable City in Flanders 
Nor have the French Arms been Unſucceſsful in 
Catalonia under the Command of the Duke de Nu. 
vailles. This General having taken Puicerda the 
Capital City of that Province, and a Place of 
great Strength, being ſeated on the Top of the 
Pyrenean Mountains, and defended by a Caftle 
built on a Rock. The Prince of Conde won it in 
the Year 1654. But it was afterwards reſtor'd 
to the Spaniards again by the Treaty of the 7y- 
rene s; who Fortified it a- new with all the Mo- 
dern Forms. This City has under its Command 
above Eighty Villages, and draws Contributi- 
ons from all the Province of Cerdaigne. It ſecures 
the Poſſeſſion of Roufſullon, covers the Frontiers 
of Languedoc, and is eſteem d ſecond only to Bar- 
celona, of all the Cities in theſe Parts. — 
From Germany and the Provinces bordering on 
the Mine, Fame tranſports hither ſucceſſive Re- 
lations of Battels fought between the French and 
the Imperialifts, wherein the former always get 
the Victory. The Mareſchal de Crequy engag d 
with him firſt near Grotzinghen, where the Prince 
of Baden and Forty Officers of Note were Woun- 
ded-on the Enemies ſide: The Count of Lique- 
ville, a Commander under the Duke of Lorrain, 
with many others, were taken Priſoners: The 
French togk from them a great Number of Stan- 
dards, killd abundance of their Men, and in fine, 
remain'd Maſters of the Field, No 
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No leſs Advantage had they in the 7th Moon, 
on the Plains of Rheingfeldt, near the River Rhine. 
Where they killed above 800 Imperialiſts upon 
EZ the Spot; and the Bridge of Rheinsfeld: was ſo 
cramm'd with Dead Bodies, that they ſerv'd- as 
2 Barrier to ſtop the French from purſuing their 
victory to the Gates of the City. 6 
The Mareſchal de Crequy alſo defeated a Body 
of 6000 Horſe and Dragoons, Commanded by 
the Duke of Lorrain, near to Offembourg, which 
© was followed by the taking of Ortambeurg Caſtle, 


5 


and the Fort of Kell, which the Mareſchal raz d 
e to the Ground. He took alſo the Fort of Zol- 
bauten; and encountring the Duke of Lorrain 
e near a Place called Laughterbourp, he ſet upon 
e bim, and kill'd 400 of his Men as they were paſ- 
lng a Bridge of the Rhine, and took 300 Pri- 
ſoners. IF 1 8 
f If they go on at this Rate Year after Year, it 
. vill be difficult to ſet the Limits of their conti- 
d wally growing Empire. Only we need not fear 
; chat they will ever be able to juſtle the Faithful 


« 85 7 out of the Patrimony appointed them by 
| Serene Miniſter, the Creſcent ont-ſhines the 
| Crols, the Alcoran ſuperſedes the Bible, and all 
i Ting yield to the Invincible Arms of True Be- 
; evers. | | 


Paris, 19th. of the Sth. Moon, 
4 of the Tear 1678. 
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LETTER IV. 


70 Dalimalched, the Widow of Peſteli Hal. 
his Brother, Maſter of the Cuſtoms, and 
_ Superintendent of the Arſenal at Con- 
3 c 


Hou may'ſt be aſſured tis no Complement, 
When I tell thee I condole thy Loſs. He that 
is dead was my Brother as well as my Husband. 
And the Friendſhip which was between us, united 
us more cloſely than did our Blood. We never 
thought any thing too much to perform in the 
Service of each other, provided it did not en- 
trench upon our Honour, but we greedily ſnatchd 
every Opportunity of demonſtrating our mutu- 
JJ er ee preg: a 
He is gone to infinite Joy, to a Place of Re. 
freſhment, where he banquets on the Reverſion of 
his good Works in this Life: He revels at large, 
and without Contradiction, or murmuring of Wo- 
men, in full Bowls of the Ambroſia of Paradiſe. No 
peeviſh Female interrupts his Joy, or turns his 
Smiles to Frowns by her unworthy Carriage. He 
lies ſtretched out at Eaſe upon the Crimſon Beds 
of Eden, with Pages waiting on him, whoſe Eyes 
are like the poliſh'd Pearl. Each bears a Golden 
Goblet crufted with Saphires in his Hand, full 
charg'd with Wine, which Mortal Kings would 
give their Kingdoms for. Thoſe Heavenly Youtl 
Perform their Parts with admirable Grace and 
dutiful Exactneſs. They wait the Minute of their 
Lord's Defire. With humble Reſignation the fail 
Cupids ftand encompaſſing his Bed, each being 
emulous of the reſt, all ſtriving with an agreeable 
Generoſity who ſhall ſerve their Maſter firft, and 
with the greateſt Promptnefs,  Whel 
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When Peſteli pleaſes to divert himſelf with 
women, tis but to wiſh, and one more Fair than 
cer Apelles drew, preſents her ſelf, chaſte as Di- 
„cu, yet as kind as Venn. No coy Demurs pro- 
11 tracts the Enjoyment of his Wiſh, nor is there 
the leaſt Sign of Impudence to pall it. But in 
perfect Love they meet each other, and unit: 
their Hearts: And fo they paſs their Time, in 
© conſtant unrepented Bliſs. . 


t WH He traverſes the pleaſant Walks of Eden, and 
fits him down upon the Banks of her Immortal | 
1 © Rivers: Rivers that ſtream with Wine, and Milk, 


and Honey. Under the Shade of happy Trees he 
lies upon the Flowry Green, in the Careſſes of 
ſome lovely Daughter of Paradiſe. Whilft Aro- 
matick Winds inſpire him with Diviner Paſſions 
than Endymion felt in the Embraces of Diana. 
ob bappy State of ſeparate Souls that part from Earth | 
in purity © Their Pleaſures know no Bounds or End! 
For, what I've ſaid is only Emblematical, de- 
ſcribing in ſenſible ſhort Figures, thoſe Raptures 
and tranſcendent Joys, which cannot otherwiſe 
be expreſs'd, Whatever elevated Fancy can 
| conceive of Bliſs, is all by infinite Odds ſur- 
7 pass d in the Enjoyments of the Happy Souls 
Above. There is no Number, Weight, or Mea- 
3 ſure, of their Eternal and Superlative Felicities. 
en | They paſs from Foy 10 Foy, and ſport in endleſs Cir- 
-1 cles of Beatitude. O Region ever to be deſired ! 0 
11 dent of Incomparable Beauty! where the Liberal 
the WE Monarch of the Univerſe regales the wearied Souls of 
and Mortal with Banquets of Ineſtimable Price, and Un- 
[cir i __ Delicacy, after their toilſome Pilgrimage on 
2 arth. h : „„ 
3 If Peſteli could hear, I would congratulate his 
die Happineſs, inſtead of Condoling thy Misfor- 
and tune, in loſing ſuch a Husband. He has eſcap's | 
hen che Shipwracks of this Ln World; this 2 
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of Grief and Tragedies. He's got ſafe into the 
Harbour of Eternal Reſt, the Port of Peace, 
and Landed on the Strand of the Omnipotent 
Serail, where Guards of Angels waited on hin 
to the Throne of Allab, with Jen Thouſand Fla 
beau's burning in the Walks of Een. | 
But, tell me, Dalimalched, were not you ſome. 
thing in the Fault, that the Generons Peſteli let 
us both ſo ſoon ? Did you not fret and teiſe hi 
High-born Soul with Words which might hare 
well been ſpar'd to a Man of ſo quick Senſe? 
Doubtleſs he needed not your fuming Lectures 
and more filent Diſcipline of Powts. If he con- 
mitted Faults, (as, who does not?) he ſoon was 
| Senſible without a Reprimand. There was no oc 
cation to keep him half a Moon in Paroxyſms of 
Melancholy and Grief. This was too hard a Pe- 
nance for his Spirit to bear. But, you women have 
ways by your ſelves, unintelligible to our Sex. 
Your Windings and Turnings are intricate as W 
thoſe of Serpents, Daedalus himſelf, were he now MW | 
alive, though once the Glory of Labyrinth-Ma- W 
kers, yet wou'd be puzzl'd to trace your Sex, in t 
all your ſeccet, wild, unknown Meanders. Ye WL 
are all the very changeable Things of the Earth. t 
No body knows what to make of ye. 1 
Dalimalched, I tell thee, 4 Woman never con- d 
mands 4 May, unleſs he be a4 Fool, but by her be- WF 
«Atence; that way ſhe wins bis Heart, and makes «: W 
 #horough Conqueſt of his Affections. She wheadles WW © 
him out of his Soyeraignty by cunning Com- IE | 
plaiſance and proper Capitulations, or at leaſt, 1“ 
by this Method, ſhe faves her (elf. She will WM 
not thwart him in the Torrent of his Paſhon, WM C 
but meekly yields to the mighty Stream, and ! 
- will not ſuffer her Tongue to move but in the 1 
Eddy of his Wrath. 
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vol. VIII. 4Spyat PARIS. 23 
ln a Word, A good Woman conſults her Huf- 
band's Pleaſure in all Thirgs : And if thou haft, 


ce 

done ſo, the World has nothing to ſay to 

in WW thee. But if otherwiſe, I adviſe thee to re- 

main a Widow, left the next Man that marries 
© thee, ſhould revenge the Injuries my Brother 

b. receivd at thy Hands: For, this js one way of 

f WW 7aning Shre ws. | 

my 5 | 

ve Paris, 27th. of the 10th, Moon, 

? of theNear 1678. 

by WL — 5 

ag rn i 4 

A | LE LTER V. 

7 Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principal Secre- 

„ tary e Ottoman Empire. 

8 . 3 

5 ] Hope thou wilt pardon me, moſt IIluſtrious 

1 Miniſter, that I have thus long delay'd 

to give thee a farther Account of the States of 

Europe: But now I will proceed; and, according 

1, to thy Command, begin where I left off. 


| Having already diſcours'd of Germany, I will 
| deſcend into the Netherlands: Which is as Na- 
| tural, as for a Man that has Sur vey'd the Upper 
| Town of Buda, or any other City ſeated like that, 
co fall into the Lower. For fo the Netherlands 
- W {em to be a kind of Out-lying Borough, near the 
„ duburb, to the German Empire. 
They are calld the Netherlands, by Reaſon 
„of their Low Situation, near the Sea: Which 
| makes the the Country appear like a Mariſh, 
or Moor, They contain Seventeen Provinces z 
Ten whereof are under the Juriſdiction of the 
King of Spain: The other Seyen make-up a 
PO OR bs G 2 Diſtinct 


CD — 
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Diftint and Independent Republick , among 


themſelves. 


The Circumference of the Seventeen Pro. 
vinces, is a Thouſand Italian Miles: And with 
in that Compaſs, there are Two Hundred 


Wall'd Towns and Cities; an Hundred and 
Fifty other-Places, which enjoy the ſame Pri. 
vileges and Power as the Former: And there 
are Six Thouſand Villages. „ 
In the Time of Iulius Ceſar, this Tract 0 
Ground was call'd Belpick-Gaul by the Romans 
It was Inhabited by a Warlike People, im. 
patient of Servitude, and Stout Aſſertors of 
their Native Liberty; as the ſame Caſy 
ound by Experience, when he Warr'd among 
them. Nay, and ſince that Time, the Mul 
inlmans themſelves have felt their Valour, 
Witneſs the Famous Expedition of Godfrey of 
Bullen, to recover the Zoly-Land, out of the Hand: 
of the Saracens : And that other of Baldwin the 
Fleming, who made himſelf Maſter of Conſtani- 
zopiz, and the Grecian Empire. 3 
The Ancient Romans us'd to ſay, That the 
Gauls fought for their Liberty; the Germans 
for Booty; and the Dutch for Glory and Ho- 
nour. Hence it came to paſs, that Roman Em. 
perors in thoſe Days, had always a Selett Guard 
about their Perſons, choſen out of theſe Provit- 
ces. Alſo the Zollanders and Friezlanders were 
call'd the Friends and Aſſociates of the Romans. 
But, tho theſe Provinces formerly had each 
2 diſtinct Sovereign, with a peculiar Govern 
ment, and Laws; yet, afterwards, they were 
all reduc'd under the Dominion of the Dukes 
of Burgundy : From whom, they devolv'd to 
the Arch-Dukes of Auſtria; and laſt of all, to 
the Kings of Spain; who claim a Title to 
Ten of them at this Day; But the Ig 0! 
0 e TAE Ape France 
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face has Poſſeſſion of a Great Part. As 
for the other Seven, they are quite Emanci- 
- & pated, and Nee. It being an eftabliſh'd Maxim 
© with them, That the Longeft Sword gives the 
| Beſt Title to a Government. And, for ought 
I ſee, this Principle is practis'd throughout the 
„world. 
e The Inhabitants of the Netherlands ate ge- 
gerally Tall, and Strong-body*d People; Come- 
y, Civil, Open-hearted , Courteous, Prompt 
„and Laborious; More addicted to Wine, than 
. to Women: Equally forgetful of Benefits, and 
= Injuries ; Great Muſicians, Expert Sea-men, 
© Cunning Merchants, Accurate Painters, and 
very Ingenious in all Arts. They are not Jea- 
lous of their Women, as moſt other Nations 
are; but ſuffer them to Walk abroad openly, 
and Converſe with Men in the Streets. Nei- 
ther will any of theſe Females refuſe an Invita- 
tion to a Bottle of Wine. As foon as you come 
into any Houſe, the Daughter of the Family 
meets you, with a Bottle of Wine, or other 
Strong Beverage, in her Hand, and drinks it off 
to you: And if you do not very readily anſwer, 
and pledge her, it paſſes for a Sign of Rudeneſs, 
| and III Manners. yn irs TT 
| - Theſe People are very Rich, by Reaſon of 


tions; for they Export the Product of their Soil, 
and their own ManufaQtures; Vending or Ex- 
changing them, at a Prodigious Advantage, in 
. tie Remoteſt Regions of the Earth. 

re They have very ſtrong Forts and Caſtles up 
cs WF and down the Country; with Cities which are, 
to ia a Manner, Inexpugnable. As for the. Reli- 
to gion of the Netherlanders; The Ten Provinces 
to wiich are ſubject to the King of Spain, or France, 
of! WW are called Catholicks. The other Seyen repre- 
e 0 eee ſent 


their Merchandize and Traffick with other Na- 
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fent the Celebrated Tower of Babel, where tle 
Languages were firſt Confounded, as Moſes re. 
lates: For, ſuch is the 'Hotch-pot@y and Gall. 
maufrey of Religions tolerated in Amſterdan, 
Leyden, and other Cities of Holland ; and, in Ge. 
neral, throughout all the Seven United States 
_Neither have they mach more Regularity and 
Order in other Matters. Wonder not there. 
fore if my Pen obſerves no Method in Treating 
of a Country, which is the very Emblem, Pro- 

verb, and Centre of Ataxy and Confuſion. Hoy. 
ever, I will now begin to make-more Particular 
Diſtinctions, than in the former part of my 

Zeland has a bad Air, eſpecially in the Sum- 
mer-time, when the Sun exhales Stinking and 
Infectious Vapours from the Lakes and Pools, of 
which there 1s a great Number in that Pro- 
vince: Yet it has an Excellent Soil, abounding 
with Wheat, and other Corn; alſo with good 


- 


Paſturage, for Sheep and Cattel. There is little 
more to be faid of this Province. | 
Holland has this Obſervable in it, That fre- 

quently the Earth trembles there, under the Bur- 

den of Coaches, Wagons, Horſes, c. Which b 

an Argument, that the Ground is hollow under- 

neath, and full of Caverns. To confirm this O- 

pPinion, they ſay, Thas a Cow once falling imo a C 

or Chaſm in the Earth, was found dead three days di- 
terwards in the Sea, being known to the Owner to be 
#he ſame. Hence a Part of Holland, in the Lan- 
gua ge of the Country, is called Vaterland: which 
at firſt Hearing, ſounds like a Contradiction: 

But they mean by it, 2 Land ſituated in the Waters. 

For, ſo, indeed, the whole Province appears to 

be divided into ſmall Illands, by Innumerabbe 

Canals, Lakes and Pools, that every where ex- 

poſe themſelves to your Eye. This Province 

5 deſer yes 
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[© qeſerves moſt properly, of all the Reſt, the Ap-- 


pellation of Netherland ; it being funk ſo low, 


that, in many Places, the Sea riſes: higher than 
it: Which compels the Zollanders to fortifie 
their Shores with high ftrong Banks; which, 
” with great Coſt, they continually keep repair'd. 


They have but little Corn, or Fruit, of their 


own Growth; being ſupply'd with thoſe Things 
from Germany, Poland, and other Countries. But 
there is an Immenſe Quantity of Graſs, to nou- 
riſh Millions of Sheep, Oxen, and Horſes. And, 
what I have ſaid of theſe two Provinces, may 
be, in ſome Degree, apply'd to all the reſt, 
Frizland only excepted; which is more Fertile 
of Corn, yields abundance of Pulſe and Salt, and 
is well cloath'd with Woods. | 


As to the Manner of theſe People: The Ze- 


© lenders are of a Ready Wit, Provident, and Sub- 
tile: Of Stature, generally very tall; as will ap- 
pear by a Woman of this Province, whom il. 
liam Count of Holland ſent to the Nuptials of 
Charles the Fair, King of France. She was of 
ſo vaſt an Heighth and Bulk, that the French 
book'd like Pigmies, or Dwarfs, in Compariſon 
of her. And ſuch was her Strength, that She 
could lift from the Ground a Beam, and carry 
it on her Shoulders, which Eight Labouring 
Men could hardly ſtir. 


Tis obſery'd of Geldres, That it was the Firſt 


of theſe Provinces, which ſubmitted to the riſing 
Fortune of the Roman Empire: and again, The 
Firſt that ſhook off the Yoke, when that Empire 
{ was in its Wane. 3 


In Utrecht there are Abundance of Nobles; 


who are more Soft and Polite in their Conver- 
ſation, than the reſt of the Hollanders. The Wo- 


men of Quality there go Veil'd. | 
The Publick Affairs of all theſe Provinces, 
1 „ „ 
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are manag d by thoſe whom they call the States. 
General of the United Provinces. Theſe are: 
Convention, os Aſſembly, of the Chief Noble, Þ- 
Principal Magiſtrates, and moſt Eminent Citi. 
Zens in every Province. 15 | 
Courteous Effendi, Theſe are the Chief Thing {Ww 
which I know of the United Provinces, unleß Wt! 
thou wouldft have me write their Compleat; {tr 
_ Hiftory: Which won'd be too tedious for Let. MW a: 
ters. Accept of my Labours, which, tho' Mean, b 
yet are Voluntary, Chearful, and done at a Terk. r. 


Paris, 4th. of the 12th. Moon, h 
of the Tear 167%, = fi 
... 
HE ad | tl 

T0 the ſame... | . 


T Hou wilt fay, I'm all upon the Extremes. It { 
my laſt I dragg'd thee through the moft Dir- I * 
ty, Nafty, Abje& Valley of all the Earth. I mean ' 
Holland, with the reſt of the United Provinces. We L 
Now I'm going to lead thee out of thoſe Fenny I" 
Bogs,and give thee a Breathing up the Salubrious I © 
Hills and Mountains of Helvetia or Swiſſerland. Tis W d 
true, this cannot be done without a conſiderable a 
Leap over many Provinces of Germany, Part of WW * 
Torrain and Alſace. But, having ſpoken former- I * 
ly of the Empire, and from thence. in my next, by h 
2 kind of Natural Deſcent, fallen into the Low IF © 

Countries; the Conſideration of their Form of 
Government, put me in mind of the other Repub- I © 
Iicks in Europe. Among which, that of Switze'- / 
V 


land lying next to the United States, I choſe to 
make it the Subject of this Letter, deſigning to 
give thee an Account of Venice, Genoua, Lucca, and I 
the reſt in Order. e i 
: NOW 
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bi Know then, that Helvetia or Swiſſerland was 
once a Province of Germany, but now tis a Com- 
Emonwealth ſubſiſting by it ſelf, and not ſubjett to 
any Foreign Power. It is divided into Thirteen 
Cantons or Provinces. I will not trouble thee _ 
with the Names of each Diſtrich, or with 
their ſeveral Characters. The whole Coun- 
try in general looks like a great Bunch of Rocks 
and Mountains, ſeparated by ſmall but very plea- 
Ent Valleys. And though the Mountains ſeem 
rough, yet their Tops and Brows flouriſh no leſs 
with all ſorts of Trees and Herbage, than the 
kaireſt Plains. The Inhabitants nouriſh abun- 
dance of Sheep on them, befides Goats, Hinds, 
Horſes, with many other kinds of Beaſts. For 
© there is great Plenty of Animals in this Country, 
both Wild and Tame. The Air is piercing and 
E ſerene z the Soil though not of it (elf fertile, yet 
is made ſo by Induſtry of the Inhabitants, In 
© ſome Parts they have Vineyards which produce 
a Grape of wonderful Delicacy: The Wine of 
E which is much eſteemed in thoſe Parts. The 
Lakes alſo and Rivers abound with Fiſh of all 
ſorts. Neither is there any. Scarcity of Fowls, or 
of any Thing elſe, which immediately ſerves the 
Neceſſities of Human Life. Only Things ten- 
ding to Luxury, and ether kinds of 

are not to be found in this Happy Region. It is 

| a ſecond Seythia or Tartary. And indeed the In- 
| habitants of Swiſſerland are thought to come out 
of thoſe more Northern Regions 


Wantonnels, 


They have ever been Famous for their invin- 


| cible Conſtancy and Valour in War. Fulius Cæ- 
| ſer himſelf was afraid of them, and built a Wall 
to hinder them from going into France or Gaul; 
when he remember'd that L. Caſſius a Roman Core - 


ſul was Vanquiſh'd by them, and his Whole Ar- 
my routed. Some Authors affirm, that in the 
8 6 Times 


. , 
- = _, * 
n >. 
3 


* —_—_—_— 4 — 
— — XS > -  Faacon 
SE Rs 
a, N ot 
— = = =_; _— * — 
= 5, A Rx 


130 Letters Writ by Vol. VII 


Times of Old, the Inhabitants of the North d 
Europe, were ſo prodigiouſly multiplied, tha; 
ſome -of them were- forced to ſeek new Seat, 
Whereforeruſhing through Germany and: pailing 
the Rhine, they were met by the Gauls, whon 
they Overcame and Defeated. Upon which New 
She: Neighbouring Nations being terrified, ſent 
Embaſſadors to them, defiring Peace. The Con. 


guerors replied, They came not to wage War, or 


diſturb the Peace of Mankind: That they on 
ught a Place to live. in quietly, where they 


might manure-the Ground, without hurting any 


Body. Then Helvetia was granted to them, 
where their Poſterity live to this Day. 

Ass to the Manners of the Modern Swiſs, they 
anſwer exactly the ancient Character; being 
wholly addicted to War; hardly to bear all In- 


con veniences of Hunger, Thirſt, Cold, and other ſe 


Afflictions of Nature, Providence, Deſtiny, or 
Chance. A little Money ſerves their Turn to 
defray the Expences of eating; their Diet being 


very plain and ordinary, conſiſting chieily of F 


Milk and Cheeſe. If they are chargeable in any 
Thing, tis in Wine and other ftrang Liquors, 
Hor you ſhall find but mean and ſqualid Houſe, 
and contemptible Furniture; and they wear 


Garments anſwerable to the Reſt: But they ate. 


given. to Drinking above Meaſure. They wil 
conſume whole Days and Nights ſucceſſivel, 
without Intermiſſion, in their, drunken De- 
baucbes. Nor can any Friendſhip be contracts! 
among them, but over their Cups. For he who 
drinks moſt, and is moſt Frolickſome and Debo- 
na ire, he is taken for a Man of Integrity. Where: 
as he that feems timorous of his Health, or make: 
any frivolous Excuſes, is look'd upon as a ſneak- 
ing Fellow, not worthy of ſuch good Company. 
Nay, ſometimes their Madneſs grows to that 
EL. Ms ns heighth, 
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of heighth, as to ſet a Dagger to his Throat, who 
: reſuſes to pledge in his Turn. 

nM And yet after all this Reproach, it muſt be 
ng confeſs'd, That theſe People are very Prudent 


and Circumſpect, both in their Private and Pub- 
ick Affairs. For notwithſtanding the Pleaſure 
they take in liberal Compotations, yet every 
Man, when the Frolick is over, is intent on his 
E Buſineſs, uſing double Induſtry and Diligence, 
to make good the Expences of his laſt Vanity. 
They work to Drink, and Drink that they may 
better Work again. So in the Publick, tis evi- 
dent, that they are not defective in Policy, ſince 
they have been able for ſo many Centuries of 
Fears, to maintain their Union, and Confedera- 
ted Liberties, againſt ſo many Princes, who 
have endeayour'd to bring them under a Fo- 
reign Yoke: And not only ſo, but ſuch is the Sin- 
gularity of their Conduct, that the moſt mighty 
Monarchs in Europe are glad to enter into a 
8 N with them, and fend Yearly vaſt Sums of 
1 ys: . EY > 

Thou wilt not, after what I have ſaid, expect 
„to find in Swifſerland the Riches of Arabia and Ba- 
5, W Hlon; nor the reſt of the Luxurious and Magni- 
ar ficent Superfluities of the Eaſt. The Situation 
of the Country, and Nature of the Soil, denies 


re 

il theſe glittering Vanities, It is ſufficient that it 
„ brings forth enough to Nouriſh the Inhabitants. 
. They fear no Foreign Invaſion, both on the 
Al Account of this National Poverty, and the In- 


0 Þ acceifible Heights of the Alpes, with. which they 
„ate on all fides environ as by.a Wall. Add fo 
this, the invincible Reſolution of the People, 
who abhor and fear Subjection more than Death 
it ſelf. So that no Prince in Europe dares, or 
. thinks it worth his while to carry a War into this 
t Country; knowing, that if he ſhould conquer it, 

\ N 
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the Revenues, with all the Spoil of his new-got.. 
ten Poſſeſſions, would not counterbalance the 
Expences of one ſhort Campaign. Beſides, their 
Union 1s. ſo ſtrict, and cloſe, that it is almoſt jm. 
poſſible to break or diſſolve it. Then, they have 
ſome very ſtrong Cities, Caſtles, Forts, and o- 
ther. Places of Defence, which would give no 
fmall* Diverſion and Incumbrance to. him who 
Thonld undertake ſuch an Expedition. In fine, 
ſach- are their Circumſtances, That all the 
Courts, round about them, think it ſafer to 
court this untameable Nation, than to threaten 
or huff them. 

I'willtelate to thee a Story by way of Inſtance 
or Example. From whence: thou may'ft com- 
prehend more elearly the Humour of this People. 

In former Times, as I have already ſa id, Sni 
ſerland was a Province of the German Empire, or 
at leaſt reputed ſo. And there were certain 
Prefects or Governours ſet over them by Ceſar, 
one ſucceeding another. Some of theſe, for their 
Infolence, were driven out of the Nation; others 
were kill'd by reaſon of their Tyrannous and 
cruel Practices. Among the reſt, one cf thelc 
CGovernours, being diſguſted at a certain Swiſs, 
_ commanded. him to be. Yok'd with Oxen that 
drew Burdens in a Cart. But when neither by 
fair nor foul Means they could force him to this 
vile Condeſcenſion, he commanded his Eyes to 
be put out. Which was done accordingly, This 
was murmur'd at: But being the firft Eſſay 0: 
his cruel Diſpoſition, they wink'd at it. 

A while after, the ſame Governour comman- 
ded a Woman in her Husband's Abſence, to pre- 
pare a hot Bath for him. Which when the chaſte 
Matron refus'd to perform, till her Husband 
came home, he ſtruck her dead with an Axe. 
This alſo, though heightning the Choler of the 

| | f ; Sys 
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| Swiſs, was paſs' d by, in Meditation of future Re- 
e venge. HE, . 
At laſt he grew ſo fooliſhly proud and imperi- 
. ous, that walking one Day in the Streets of the 
e City, he ſtuck his Cane in the Ground, and 


- © plac'd his Turbant or Bonnet thereon; comman- 
o ding all that paſsd by to give Honour to it. 
Which when a certain honeſt Swiſs refuſed to do, 
„he commanded him to ftrike off an Apple from 


k his Son's Head with a Shot from his Croſs-bow. 

o © The good Father for a long Time refuſed thus to 

hazard his Son's Life. But being overcome by 
the Tyrant's by 1 when Menaces, he. rather 

e ventured: to truft to Providence the Life of his 

- ©. Son, than to Sacrifice both that and his own to 

the Implacable Malice ofa Barbarian. So he ſhot, 

and hit the Apple off without touching his Son's 

r Head. The Governour ſeeing this, and taking 

n notice that he brought two Arrows with him, 

„asked him the Reaſon of it. To whom the Swiſs 

r # anſwered, F 1 had ſho amiſs and burt my Son with 

me firſt Arrow, I was reſolv'd to have pierced i 

a WW Zeart with the ſecond. Upon this, all the People 


gave a ſhout, and running together, ſeis'd upon 
„ the Goyernour, and tore him to pieces. Neither 
t would they ever afterwards endure or admit any 


y Man into their Cities, from the Emperor, unleſs. 
is W he came in the Quality of an Embaſſador. 


o. & Serene Miniſter, if theſe Memoirs are in the 

's W leaſt acceptable to thee, tis but to command, 

and thou ſhalt find I have a Stock not eaſy to be 
e 

- Adieu, adieu, for the preſent. May the Cur-- 


tains of God's Pavilion be unfurl'd about us, to 
e Kkreen us from the Injuries of Demons who hunt 
d by Night for Mortals: For, 'tis-now.their Hour. 


: Paris, 6th. of tbe 2d. Moon, 


5 of the Tear.1679. . LE T. 
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| LETTER Vll. 
To Dgnet Ogiov, at Damaſcus, 


128 hardly believe my own Eyes, when [ 
4 firſt read thy Letter, and underſtood that 
thou art turn'd Husbandman at laſt, and ſetled in 
a Place the moſt delectable on Earth, the very 
Center and Rendezyouz of all Pleaſures, and 
whatſoever is. agreeable. to Mortals.. Thou art 
a wary Man, reſolved to be ſure.of one Paradiſe 
at leaft, though it be by Mortgaging thy Title 
to the other. Thou wilt not ſuffer God Almigh- 
ty to go upon Tick with thee, nor truſt all his Pro- 
miſes for Heaven in Reverſion. Yet I cannot 
diſcommend thy Cautiouſneſs. We know not 
what ſhall befall ns after Death; and therefore 
Nature prompts us to ſecure to our ſelves ſome 
| ſhare of Happineſs in this Life, and to antedate 
the Uncertainties of a Future Bliſs, by carving 
out our own Heaven on this ſide the Grave, 
However, I wiſh thou may'fc not fiirfeit on thy 
preſent Enjoyments, and ſo render thy Soul in- 
capable of the Voyage to Eternal Beatitude. I 
tell thee, My Ognet, thou art a bold Man, to 
venture on a Place by Choice which the Meſ- 
ſenger of God purpoſely ſhunn'd as the moſt dan- 
gerous on Earth. But I would not diſcourage 
thee... That City was then in the Hands of Inh- 
dels, a Seat of Profanation and Idolatry ; now 
tis ſanctified by the Preſence of True Believers, 
by the Preaching of the Law brought down from 
Heaven, and by the Moſchs of perfect Holineſs. 
As for the manner of Life thou. haft made 
Choice of, I highly applaud it, as the moft Pri- 
mitive, Innocent, Delightful, and Happy above 
all others. Many great Princes and Kings have 
Oo | excbanged 
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exchanged the Toilſome Glory and Royal Fa- 
tigues of Empire, for the ſweet Tranquility and 
Eaſz of a Country Farm, and wholſome Exer- 
ciſes of Agriculture. Thus Diocleſian a Roman 
Emperor quitted his "Throne for the ſake of a 
private Life; and thoſe: Hands which had been 
accuſtomed to weild the Scepter, became at laft 
voluntarily familiar with the Spade, the Plough, 
and the Harrow. So the Grand Cyrus, Monarch 
of the Perſians, uſed to boaſt of the Gardens plan- 
ted and ſow'd with his own Hands. And'tis cer- 
tain, that the Fabii, the Lentuli, the Ciceros, the 
Piſo's, with many of the Nobleſt Families in An- 

tient Romez derived their Names from thoſe kind 
of Vegetables which they ſignify, and which 


4 their Fathers took Delight in Planting, | 


How many Great Authors have writ in Praiſe 

of Husbandry ? Attalus and Archelaus, Two Kings, 
extoll'd it: Xenophon and Mago, two Generals, 
patroniz'd it, and Oppian the Poet celebrates it 
in Verſe.. Beſides Cato, Varro, Pliny, Columella, 
Virgtl, and many others. Some have plac'd Su- 
preme Felicity in this kind of Life. Virgil pro- 
nounces Huzbandmen. Fortunate, and Horace 
calls them Bleſſed. Hence it was, that the Del- 


phick Oracle declar'd a certain Man nam'd Aglaus to 


be the bappieſt of all Mortals, becauſe he was bufied in 
Nothing but manuring and cultivating a little Farm, 
never moleſting himſelf with vain Cares or Paſſions, 
nor encreaſing the. Miſeries of Human Life by tampering 


with foreign and unneceſſary Pleaſures, which though 
full of Blandiſhnems and ſweet in the Front, yet carry 


a Sting in their Jail, embittering all our Foys. © 
Thou art ſituated in the moſt pleaſant Suburb 
of. Damaſcus ;, for I have ſurvey d that City, and 
7 its Precincts, with no ſmall Curioſity. The 
Iouſe is encompaſs'd with lovely Gardens and 
Meadows. It was formerly. the Seat of Abu? 
be . Mecharib 
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Mecharib the famous Shepherd, who took Sanctu- 


ary there from the Perſecution of Jſmael Beglerbegh ö ; 


| of Diarbehir. 


Thou know'ſt the Story, and. 1 need ſay o 


more, than to wiſh thee as good Fortune in po- 
ſeſſing that rich ſpot of Ground, as he had, who, 
as tis recorded in the Regiſter of Damaſous, died 
worth a Hundred Purſes of Gold, moſt of it 
got by the Encreaſe of his Cattel in thoſe Lucky 
Fields 5 6 
For my part, I cannot pretend to Skill in theſe 
Things; but it appears to me like a good Omen, 
that thy Predeceſſor was ſo proſperous in that 
Farm. I adviſe thee to take his Meaſures, and 
ftock thy Ground with Sheep, Oxen, Camels, 
Horſes, and other Animals of Profit. Think no 
Scorn, to follow an Employment ennobled b 
the Examples of Romulus and Rbemus, the firſt 
Founders of the Roman Empire; of Paris the Son 
of Priamus; of Anchiſes the Father of Æueas; of 
Endymion the beloved of Diana, who were al 
Herdſmen or Shepherds. So was Polyphemys and 
Argus. So was Apollo, who tended the Flocks of 


Admetus King of Theſſaly. What ſhall I fay of 


Mercury the fir ſt Inventer of Hautboy, and Prince 
of Shepherds, and of Proteus another Divinity? 
Was not Abrahim, the Father of Muſſulmans, a 
Herdſman, and Moyſes the Prophet familiar with. 
God, and David the Prince of Poets? In a Word, 
my Friend, the moſt illuſtrious Heroes among 
the Ancient Greeks, Romans, and other Nations, 
were all Keepers of Sheep, Goats, Oxen, Oc. as 
the Arabians are at this Day with the Jartars, and 
other Nations of the Eaſt. 
Doubtleſs, the Rural Life, as it is the moſt 
Ancient, ſo it affords the ſincereſt Pleaſures, 
and moſt. unrepented Joys in Nature; pro- 
vided a Man enjoys it with 1 
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© ftice. But, I would have thee avoid the com- 
mon Temptations to which this kind of Life 

is more expos'd than any other; that is, Hun- 
ting and Fowling. Theſe are really deteſtable 
Exerciſes, Tragical Sports, and altogether in- 
human. It is a Labour unworthy of Men to 
watch from Day to Day, and one Night af- 
ter another, the Haunts of our Fellow-Animals, 
that we may deftroy them. It is a cruel Plea- 
© ſure that muſt be maintain'd at the Expence 
of ſo much Innocent Blood; and a barbarous 

Triumph, to inſult over a poor mangled Hare, 

or Hind, after you have haraſs'd them up and 

down the Country for many Hours together, 

with an Army of Dogs and Men. 8 


Tis recorded, that the 7. bebans were the fir ſt 


Inventers of this unhappy Sport; a Nation in- 
famous for Deceit, Thefts, Per juries, Murders, 
ö 233 From whom it paſs'd to the Phry- 


jens, a People not leſs Wicked, but more foo- 


| liſh and eaſy, light and credulous: and for that 
Reaſon they were deſpiſed by the Athenians, 
and Lacedemonians at firſt ; However, thoſe gra- 
ver Nations in a little Time learn'd the Trade 
of Hunting of them: So infectioum is the Compa- 
m and very Neighbourhood of ill Men; ſo prevalent 
ie Examples of ſuch as are bold to lead the Way in 

| new Paths of Vice, s 


By the God whom I adore, My Dpnet, it ap- 


ö pears to me ſo fooliih a Paſtime, an Exerciſe ſo 
unbecoming the Majeſty of a Rational Spirit, to 
run Yawling with a Parcel of Hounds, perhaps 


a whole Day together, after ſome Timorous A- 


nimal, that I wonder Men are not aſham'd to 
| prattiſe it, eſpecially Great Men and Princes; 
ho ſhou'd excel others in the Juſtice and Cle- 


mency of their Nature; yet theſe are moſt guil- 
ty of Rapine, Injuries, and Spoil, & 
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+ My Dear Friend, imitate not their pernicious 
Examples, but tread. in the Steps of Juſt and Ho- 
Iy Men, whom the Birds and Beaſts would obey 
at a Nod, hecauſe they could not ſmell the leaſt 
Odour of Evil in them. How many Prophet; 
have been fed by Ravens, Hinds, Cats, and o- 
ther Animals ? Nay, the yery Serpents and 
Dragons of the Deſart, with the Amphibious Mon- 
ſters of Egypt, have quitted their Native Venom 
to ſerve an Innocent Man; and when Omar the 
Cailiph was hard purſu'd by a Troop of Egyptian 
; Idolaters, even to the Banks of the Nile, he com- 

manded a Crocodile, which he'ſpy'd in the River, 
to come and Ferry him over on his Back; and 

the Pious Beaſt was Obedient to his Word. 
Doubtleſs this was a ſingular Grace in the Dumb 


Creature; and he was tranſlated to Paradiſe, if 


our Doctors ſay true. | 

- Dgnet, I bid thee Adieu, and wiſh thee a plen- 
tiful Harveſt 3 which is the moſt ſeaſonable Pray- 
er I can make for thee at this time of the 


Paris, 14th. of the 2d. Moon, 
. of the Near 1679. | 
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LETTER VII. 
To Achmet Cupriogli, the Mot Exalted 
and Sage Vizir Azem. x 


; HE Face of Affairs here in the Weſt is now 


8 quite changed. A General Peace is eſta- 
bliſh'd between the Nazarene Princes and States. 
France, which a while ago was at Mortal Jarrs 
with the Hollanders, Spain, and the German Em- 
pire, is lately reconciłd to them; 0 597 
. riend- 
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” Friendſhips and 'Alliances have. baniſh'd all 
© Thoughts of former Enmities and Feuds. This 
E Year commences a Civil ꝓubilee in Europe. 
There has been a Treaty of Peace in Agita- 
tion at Nimeguen, and Conferences held about 
it any Time theſe Four or Five Years; whereof 
I formerly gave a Hint in one of my Letters to 
the Port. The Concluſion of it is owing to the 
Powerful Mediation of the King of Great Britain, 
© whois made Guarantee of the Articles: And the 
E Sibmiſhve Addreſſes of the Biſhop of Strasburg to 
the King of France, contributed not a little to 
| the Univerſal Agreement. For, this Great 
| Monarch is flow in his Advances toward an 
Accommodation with thoſe who have injur'd 
Him or his Allies. He affects to imitate the 
ſtately Reſervedneſs of the Eaſtern Princes, 
thinking His Majefty would be violated, ſhould 
be condeſcend too ſoon, and on too eaſy Terms, 
to the Propoſals of his Neighbours. He has 
| learn'd this irom the Maxims of the Sublime 
Port, the Refuge of Mankind, whoſe Arms are 
ever open to receive and embrace all that ſue 
for the Grand Signior's Friendſhip and Protecti- 
on, in a Way not entrenching on the Glory of 
the Otto nan Houſe, a Family deftin'd to Subdue 
the World. 2 e ee e 
This Temper of the French King is ſo well 
known and obſerved in theſe Parts, that he 
has got a new Character by it, both among Fo- 
reigners and thoſe of his own Nation. For they 
ſpare not to call him The moſt Chriftian Turk, by 
way of Mockery ; and this is the Satyrical Style 
even of his Subjects in their Seditious Cabals, 
when they are a little warm'd with Wine, and 
each Man as great as a King himſelf, in his own 
Conceit. | 
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By the ſwift Flaſhes of Lightning, which cauſe 
the Heart to pant, and dazle the Eyes of Mortals; 
by the aftoniſhing Noiſe of Thunder, which raiſes 
the Vapours of the Spleen, and fills us with Hy. 
pocondriack Dread, I ſwear the King of France 
is a great Hero, and deſerves the Honour which 
thefe Infidels have unfeignedly done him, in 
lüik'ning him to the undoubted Arbiter of the 
Earth. He really determines the Differences and 
uarrels of a great part ofit. And though he he 
a Chriſtian in Profeſſion, and ſtyl d, The Eldeſt 
Son of the Church; yet he is no Enemy to the 
Followers of Mabomet, who vouchſafe him their 
_ Friendſhip. Thou know'ſt he is the moft Primi- 
tiye Allie of the Ottoman Empire, among the He. 
ſtern Princes of the Law of Jeſus. He has eſta. 
bliſh'd a more remote Friendſhip, for the ſake of 
Commerce, and ſpreading his Renown, with the 
Grand Mogul, and the K ing of Perſia. His Fame 
firikes all the Eaſt with Admiration and Reſpett; 
For they have heard of his continual Victories 
and ſucceſsful Exploits even to the utmoſt Bor- 
ders of the Continent. Yet the ſame Fortune 
procures him only the Spight and Envy of the 
Princes in the Veſt. W 
However, they are glad to de ſſemble their Ma- 
lice at. this Juncture, and enter into an Agrec- 
ment with him, almoſt upon his own Terms. 
The Treaty between France and Holland was 
publiſh'd in this City on the 1ſt ofthe 10th Moon, 
the Year precedent, Now to aſſure the World 
that there is a perfect Amity and Peace, the 
_ Dutch have ſent their Embaſſadors-Extravrdinary 


to acknowledge, That the K ing has preferred 


the Repoſe of Chriſtendom to the Glory which 
his Victorious Arms acquir'd him; and that the 


United States of the Low-Countries being the 


firſt who have felt the Effects of his . 
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they thought themſelves obliged to prevent o- 
thers in the Eartineſs of their Application. Ve- 
ſterday was alſo publiſh'd the Peace between 
France and the Emperor. 5 


I take my Conge, moſt Magnanimous Vizir, 


and Friend of France, in the humbleſt Poſture of 
- Adoration ; wiſhing thee Honour, Riches and 
© Pleaſures, which ſhall have no End. 


| Paris 27th. of the 4th, Moon, 


the Near 1679. 


W 80 —— 
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LETTER IN. 


Tr Mehemet, an Exild Eunuch, at Al- 


Caire in Egypt. 


E THere are certain Critical Periods in our 


Lives, whether ordain'd by Fate, or falling 


out in an Eternal Circulation of Chances, I am 
not able to determine. But this I perceive, 
That at ſuch Seaſons, ſomething very ftrange 
and unuſual happens to us, above, or beſide, the 
Ordinary Courſe of Nature; or, at leaſt, ap- 
| pearing ſo to me. I will not pretend to Unravel 
the Web:of Deſtiny ; or deſcribe the Incompre- 


| henfible Fineneſs of that Artifice, which has 
fram'd the Worlds, I will not undertake to diſ- 
cover the Secrets of God, the Myfteries of Na- 
ture, and thoſe Things which are, under a Seal, 
* ſhut up from Mortals, in Inſcrutable Darkneſs. 
| I will not, by a vain Preſumption, and Impious 
| Arrogance, claim to my ſelf the Right of Om- 
| niſcience, and dive into other Mens Conftituti- 
ons and Thoughts, Suihce it, that I compre- 
| bend my own. Gen 


Thou 


S — = 
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Thou know'ft, My Mebmet, that I have been 
a Man of many Circumftances, Subject to Va- 
rious Changes and Viciſſitudes in this Mortal 
State. My Life has been Alternately Chec- 
quer'd with Good and Evil. Virtue and Vice 
have had their Turns in the Series of my AQi- 
ons: Proſperity and Adverſity in the Courſe of 
my Years. And I would fain find out the Man 
that can, with Truth, boaſt the Contrary. Doubt. 


leſs, we are all born to the Adventures which 
happen in the Pell-mell of Human Converſ- 


tion. Fates-Errant encounter one another: Some. 
times they are Agreeable, and Complaiſant: At 
other Seaſons they will Claſh and Tilt, break 


'Lances, draw Swords; and all the Weapons of 


Nature's Pride and Fury ſhall be us'd in mere 


Defence of Idjoſyncrafies, Conceits, Antipathies, 


Self-Intereſt, Preſervation ; or any Thing, but 
what is Generons and Good. 8 

O Horrid State of Men! A Life to be deplor'd, 
beyond the Salvage Courſe of Lyons, Tygers, 
Wolves, and other Beaſts of Prey; who always, 


in Extreameſt Hunger, ſpare their proper Spe- 


cies! Yet Man, in perfect Wantonneſs, devours 
his Brother, and glories in his Cruelty and In- 


juſtice. 


As for me, I have not been guilty of any ot 
theſe Black Crimes, which make a Riot in the 
Tranquility of the Soul, difturb its Peace, 
darken its Light, and cover it with a Cloud of 
Guilty, Deſperate Thoughts. No: If I have 
been Enemy to any Body, it has been to my 
ſelf. The very Beaſts cannot challenge me with 
Oppreſhon, or any Barbarous Uſage ; Much 
leſs won'd I torment One Individual of our 
Human Race. But I have had my Frailties, as 
well as other Men; and there's all can be ſaid 
of it. Thou art acquainted with my Tem- 
1 | per; 
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per; and no Body knows any worſe, Tis true, 


| have had to do with Abundance of People in 


my Life-time. I have Bull'd it, Lyon'd, Lamb'd, 
and ſometimes Fox'd it in the World, I have 

always purſu'd the Chace of Nature. Come 
© Life, come Death, I have made no Baulks in the 
Appointments of Fate; or ever put the Eternal 
| Deſtiny to a Stand. I never halted, boggl'd, or 
fram'd a Stumble, at a Generous and Noble A- 
- (tion, a Bold and God-like Enterprize. But, 
E from my Cradle, I diſdaind and cheriſh'd In- 


fant-Abhorrences for an Inhuman, Barbarous, 


g Per fidious, Cowardly Thought. 


Indeed, I have been too great a Lover of good 


Company; too eaſy, flexible, and free in dr ink- 
ing Wine, and other Inebriating Liquors; whoſe 
Ule is taught from Heaven, and is the Ge- 
nuine Product of Eternal Reaſon. But the Ex- 
© ceſs is, ſure, deriv'd from Hell, the Seat of E- 
verlaſting Evil, Vanity, and Error. And yet, 
to whom, or to what Cauſe, or Principles, ſhall 
L aſcribe the many Extravagances of this kind, 
that I have committed? I! that have ſuffer d the 
 Thaws of a Thouſand Putrid Fevers; let all my 
badical, Eſſential, NeceſſaryJuices and Humours, 
(tho' never ſo well and firmly Conſeal'd, by the 
Force of an Excellent and Happy Conſtitution 
ef Body) melt and diſſolve away, in Horrid 
Fluxes, Sweat, Oe. rather than haulk my 
Friends, or the Grand. Signior's Cauſe 3 Ra- 
ther than Sneak away from Boon Companions, 
in a Principle of Sordid Prudence! To (peak 
all, I am no Starter from the Juice of the Grape, 
when 'tis handed to me by Men of Senſe, and 
| Good Humour: Eſpecially, when it is to ſerve 
my Sovereign. And I know not how to per- 
form that Service better, at ſome Times, than 
| by giving Nature an Eſcapade, as the French call 


it, 
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it, from the too Severe Reſtraints of Conſtant 
Sobriety. I was not ſent to Paris, that I ſhoul( 
lead the Life of an Hadgi; But to dive into the 
Secrets of the Infidels: Which a Man cannot de 
better, than over a Glaſs of Generous Wine: 
For, that unlocks the Cabinets ofthe Heart, and 
reveals all Secrets, | 

I tell thee plainly, Mebmet; I drink Wine li. 
berally, and frequently; finding no Devil in the 
QUE of it, but only in the Exceſs. And ſuch 
a Devil appear'd to me laſt Week, in the Night 
Time. I had Carous'd it like a German, for 


ſome whole Days together, in Order to the car. 


rying on an Intrigue of Moment: Yet I found 
my ſelf no ways diſorder'd; neither could any 
Body elſe perceive, by one falſe Step in my 
Carriage, that I was more than Civilly and 
Chearfully Elevated. Ti LID 
It was the Hotteft Seaſon of all the Year; 
which prompted me, and Thoſe that kept me 
Company, to Regale our ſelves after the moſt 
Refreſhing manner we could invent. Our Drink 
was an Artificial Mixture of the Wine, Water, 
the Juice of Limons, Odoriferous and Cephalick 
Herbs, Fruits, and whatſoever elſe could rem 
der it Cooling and Delicious to the Palate ; Me- 
dicinal to the Brain, Heart, and Stomach. | 

I will not detain thee in Impatience, with any 


more Particularities. Only, I thought it neceſ 


fary to accquaint thee with the Method of my 
Drinking; that thou may'ſt form the more Ac 
curate Judgment on the Conſequence, which! 
am going to relate, Eos 

It was in the Evening of the Day dedica- 
ted to Saturn by the Gentiles, (which is th? 
8 Sabbath:) Our Drinking ended the 
Day before, and I, in a very Melancholy Hu- 
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proſonndly; but then awaking, I was ſirpriz'a 
with the Apparition of an Old Man, much re- 
ſembling my ſelf. He ſeem'd to look very Stu- 
dious, and full of Care; fitting in a Chair, and 


E teaning on the Table, in juft ſich an Habit as 


I wear, witWuch a Beard, and every Thing that 
can be calld my True Portraiture. I lay 
Muſing, and Gazing, for the Space of about 
Twenty Minutes, on this Amazing Object. 1 
muſter'd up all that little Philoſophy I am 
& Maſter of, to conſider the Nature of the Phan- 


taſm. Iargu'd with my ſelf, ſummon'd all my 


E Reaſon, 'Sub-pcena'd my Senſes, fate up in the 
, Bed, took my Polvita, reach'd my Head as far 
as I could, without Tumbling out of the Bed; 
and the wore I'rouz'd my ſelf, the plainer did 
this Familiar Figure of my ſelf appear, by the 
Light of a Lamp, which always burns in my 
Chamber. | by 


Let, being Naturally Incredulous of the Com- 


mon Stories of Ghofts, Apparitions, Hobgob- 
| fins, Oc. I ſtill ſuſpected, that I was either, all 
this while, in a Dream; or, at leaſt, if awake, 
that my Imaginatiou was Vitiated, and Im- 
pos'd upon. Wherefore, to ſatisfie my ſelf more 
throughly, IJ jump'd out of the Bed. No ſooner 
had my Feet touch'd the Floor of the Chamber, 
but a Sacred Horror poſſeſs'd my Nerves: I 
| trembl'd at the now more Apparent Viſion. 
| However, reſuming Courage, and reſigning my 


elf to God, I went forward, and approach'd ſo 


near the Uncouth Spectre, thas it was within 


the Reach of my Hand, which I ſtretcli'd forth, 
to touch it; thinking this way to undeceive my 
eff, But, O my Mehmet! No Tougue , nor 
Pen, can e er expreſs the Dreadful Metamor- 
phoſis I ſaw. For, inſtead of the ſame Face 
which 1 ſaw before, 1 Eyes were now ac- 


coltes 
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coſted with the Dreadful Countenance of a Lyy, 


gnaſhing his Teeth, and darting perfect Spark 


of Fire from his Looks; beſides the Horrid 


 Twirling of his Head, and. Manly Beard; with 


all the other Natural Motions of that Animal, i 


its Fierceneſs. 


I know not what would have bechme of me, if 
a Good-natur'd Ape had not come in to my Re. 
lief; who peep'd and grinn'd upon me, over the 


| Lyons Shoulders. Nay thought I, if you are þ 


Merry in ſuch Company, I will not diſturb you, 
Good Mr. Ape! And ſo I fairly took my Leave, 
turn'd my Back, and went to Bed again. 

It is my Nature, not to be afraid, or ſhrink 
from the Imagination of a Ghoſt, or Spectre, or 


what you pleaſe to call it, ( For, 1 am ſatisfied, 
there is no more than Pure 
But, I retir'd in e to my own Fan 
Cy, Which, I perceiv'd, 


[magination in it.) 


was upon the Creative 
Frolick. Had 1 ſtood ſtill, perhaps a Dragot 
had ſtarted next, or ſome more Dreadful Ani. 
mal. Or, tis Pe „I had been terrifyd 
with an Herd of Lynxes, Leopards, Tygers, Bears, 
and whatſoever elſe js Salvage and Morob 


in Nature. For, I tell thee, I was then in a 


Cendition, to paint the Walls with any Fi. 


Sure, Which ſhould riſe within my over-heated 
Brews. 5:: | 


At ſuch a Time, there are Emiſſions from the 
Eyes, forcible as the Pencils of a Limner, A 


Man's Fermented Optick Nerves will draw the 


Portraiture of Saints, or Devils, or any Thing 


that can be nam'd, except the Everlaſting 
ͤ0ò7» Things 
HE, indeed, is altogether Ineffable; who can. 
not be expreſs'd by Tongue, or Pen, or by any 
. other Way, but Humble Negatives. There runs 
2 Silent Fountain by the , of his Tremen. 


dous 
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# dons and Inviolate Seceſs: Of which the Ca- 
ſtrate Angel drinks, at a certain Set, Appointed 
Seaſons; and then the Univerſe is all Inebriated 
| with the Reverſion of his Cup. For, it is the 
| Ceremony of the Court Above, that he ſhould 
leave no Snuffs, or Supernaculums behind him; 
but ſcatter em abroad, to treat the Thirfty 
| World below. Bleſſed is the Man, who has a 
| Share in this Celeſtial Compotation. 9 


Pardon me, for thus Digrefſing in Per fect 


Piety. For, we ought not to Name the Higa 
and Holy One, without Additional Reverences, 
In ſhort, I lay but the Space of Half an Hour, 
E gazing on this Odd Kind of Apparition, which 
| had now reſum'd my Phyſiognomy again. At 
| laſt it vaniſh'd all on a Sudden, whilſt my Eyes 

| were intently fix d upon it. It is impoſſible to 
| expreſs exactly, the Manner how it diſappear'd, 
But, according to the Beſt Idea, and Propereſt 
| Form of Words I have, it ſeem'd to he diſpers d, 
{ juſt as a Smoak or or Vapour is Reſolv'd or Ra» 
{ rihed into the Purer Air. Or, as the Moon's. 

Light, which ſhines within your Chamber, is 
{ ynawares extinguiſh'd, in Appearance, by ſome 
| Intervening Cloud, So did this Spectre fade, and 


melt away. 3 1 
If thou wilt have my Judgment in this Caſe, 
I think there was Nothing in it, but the Pure 


| Force and Energy of my Over-agitated Spi- 


rits; Which darted the Impreſſion of their own 
Ideas on the next Solid Body, that was within 
the Sphere of their Activity. The Air it ſelf, 
at ſuch a Time, is more than ordinarily Flex- 


ible, and Ductile: It yields by Sympathy, and is 


* 


2 


conformable to the Tranſient Image. It helps 
to patch up the Defects, and Ragged Forms of 


our Frail Fancies. Millions of Atoms run to 
relieve the Weaken'd, Half- ſpent Eſflux of their 
„ 9 Attractive 


7 


r es co 


* 


148 5 Letters Writ by Vol. VIII. 
Attractive and Magnetick Kindred- Particles. 
Pell - mell they ruſh together, yet fall into their 
Proper Ranks; without Diforder, or Confy- 
ſion. Every one ſtops a Gap, prevents a Va- 
cuum; and ſo the Abortive Figure is com- 
-pleated. Nature is ſometimes pleas'd, thus to 
divert her felf with Strange Chimæra s. Even sb 
this World of Ours was form'd, if we may be. 
lieve Democritzs, and Epicurus. | 
Thou and I, my Dear Mehmet, are but Two 
Different Lumps of Particles; Tack'd, and 
Stitch'd, andGlew'd together, by the Bird-lime 
of Chance. 3 

I uwiſh, when that Glew ſhall be diſſolv'd, we 
may ſcamper at Large, in the Endleſs Element 
„„ „ e 
Paris, 3d. of the 7th. Moon, 

ef the Tear 1679. . 


. 


0 een 
To the Cadileſquer of Romeli. 


f Y Mind is at this Time in an Aſtral 

1 Diſpoſition, as they call it, Tender and 
Receptive of any Impreſſions. I am like a young 
Libertine newly converted from his lewd Cour- 
ſes and Impiety; whoſe Heart, a devout Com- 
punction and Remorſe of Sin, has ſoften'd, 
open'd, and as it were diſſolv'd like Wax : 50 
that it becomes equally capable of any new 
Stamp, whether of Vice or Virtue, Thus pli- 


able and ductile am I at preſent, through a kind 


of Fatal Supineneſs or Inactivity of Spirit, which 
takes from me the Power of torming one ſub- 

ftantial, lively Thought of m/ own, or exerting 
SENS x dy cs, "SN 5 5 any 
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any ftrong and laborious Act of Reaſon; yet at 
| the ſame Time lays me open to the Invaſion of 
all Foreign Ideas, and expoſes me to be taken 
} Captive by every bold Argument, or fly am- 
| buſh. of human Sophiſtry. In a Word, I am of 
a ſudden ſo weak and unmortified, that I dare 
not enter the Eield of Religious Controverſies, 
or ſo much as ſtand and behold the Battle be- 
| tween the different Sects that are perpetually 
diſputing againſt one another in the World; 
leſt a random Shot from one Party or other 
| ſhould reach my unguarded Soul, and give my 
Intellect a Mortal Wound, g. 
Forbearing therefore to enlarge in giving thee - 
| 2 particular Account of all the Nice Differen- 
ces that are of late Years ſprung up among 
theſe Weſtern Infidels, in matters of Opigion; 
and Church-Diſcipline; Iwill only inform ther 
in ſhort, That thoſe who firſt Revolted from the 
| Biſhop of Rome, ſtilliretain'd. an inviolable At- 
tach and Putiful Reyerence for their own; Na- 
tional Biſhops; ſubmitting to their Conduct, 
| and owning them as Fathers and Guides of their 


+ 


Reſpective Churches. 


But as there is no End of Diviſions, when . 
once the IInity of a People is broken, Which 
is the only Cement that faſtens all Societies; ſo 
| this finſt Separation from the Raman Epiſcopacy, 
ſoon begat another from all Epiſcopacy in ge- 
neral, through. moſt. of the Reæform d or Prote- 
ſtant Nations in Europe. Eſpecially in Scotland, 
the Theatre of many Bickerings and Animoſi- 
ties on this Account, of bloody Combats and 
Civil Wars; and finally, now in this Vear, the 
Stage of a Barharous Murder committed on the 
Perſon of the Chief Mufti or Archbithop of that 


*, 


ation, 
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He was a Man of an Accurate and Extraor- 
dinary Spirit, and in his very Vouth gave early 
Marks of a refin'd Genius, in Sciences; to whic 
he braughe no fmall Reputation and Honour, 
through the Vaſtneſs of his Abilities. his pro- 
found Judgment, and dexterous Sagacity in all 
Things that he undertook 40 $3427 4 SAT IPAI £0 
This is the Character given Hi; by thoſe of 
his Nation reſident here in Pew, of whom there 
are always great Numbers; and the Kings of 
Trance were formerly never without 2 feled 
-Grard of Scots about their Perſons; Which Cu- 
ſtom had been obſerved ever fince the Neigns of 
Charles the Great; and of Aabaius King of the 
Scots; between whom this was agreed upon in 2 
Solemn League, and was obſerved through the 
 Reigns of One and Forty Kings of France, and 
Six and Forty of Scotland. The Scots alſo usd 
w ſend em Auxiliary Forces in Time of War, 
Nay ſo great Affection and ſo conſtant the Fideli- 
ty of that People to the Freneb, that when at one 
Time a War has threatend France, they have 
drawn it into their own Country, have ſuffer d 
the Loſs of Ten Thouſand Men in one Battel, 
and ſeen their King taken Captive ; At another 
Time, fighting for the Fernab againſt the Engliſh, 
though inhabiting the ſame Iſſand with them-- 
ſelves,they. haye had Fourteen Thouſand of theit 
Soldiers, with their King, kill'd upon the Spot. 
And that Nothing might be wanting to con- 
_ firmand eſtabliſh the Friendſhip of Nations; it 
was cuſtomary to make reciprocal Marriages one 
with another, that ſo the French and Scotch Blood 
_—_ be mutually mix d in both Countries. 
Thus Lewi XI. When he was Dauphin of France 
_ married Margaret the Paughter of ames I. Wing 
of Scotland. At which time, the Grandees an 


Courtiers of France, in Imitation of the Dauphin 
on — Example, 
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© Example, ( ſuch is the Force of French Com- 
| plaiſance) married above an Hundred and Forty 
; Scotch Ladies of Muftrious Birth aud Quality ; a- 
mong whom were Two Sifters of the Scotch 
; one Foming Wife to the Duke of Lintle 
the other to * Count of Handers. The 
i ban Nobility on the other hand, married many 
: | French Ladies of great Extraction, tranſporting. 
them to Scotland, where they ſetled and bore 
Children. 
The Kings of France being mov'd with Grati- 
© tude for the frequent Aids and Good Offices they 
© receiv'd from the Scots; as alſo regarding tlie 
E Loſſes which the Jene had ſuſtained in their 
© Quarrels, and the ſtrict Affmities that were 
made between the Princes, Nobles, and other 
People of both Nations; reſolyed to teſtifie to 
the World, how acceptable this Obſequiouſneſs 
© of the Sryrs was to them, by Honouring them with: 
© Benefits and Privileges above all other Nations. 
Therefore ſome of the Scorch Grandees were 
made Great Conftables of France; which is the 
© greateſt Office and * 414 in the Kingdom next 
do that of the Soveraiginty it ſelf. Others were 
made Mirfhels, Dukes, and Peers of France, Ge- 
© nerals of the French Armies, Vice-Roys of Tribu- 
| tary Povinces and Kingdoms. All the Scots in 
general were had in high Honour and Eſteem 
$ at the French Court, and enjoy'd the fame 
Rights and Immunities as the very Natives 
| themſelves, by the ſpecial Grant of Henry II. 
But with this Condition, that they ſhould per- 
ſeyere in their Fidelity and Friendſhip to the 
French: And that the French who dwelt in any 
Part of Scotland ſhould enjoy the fame Rights and 
f Frixileges as the Natives of the Country. The 
Parliament of Paris ſubſet ib'd to this Grant; and 
''s. it was confir ni d by 8 the year 1599 
e, H 4 Likewiſe. 
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Likewiſe Charles XI. confirmed to the Scotch 
Merchants all thoſe Priviledges and Immunitie; 
which their Anceſtors had enjoy d. That they 
fhould be free from all Exactions, Impoſts, and 


Cuſtoms which are uſually paid for Merchandiſes. 
As to the Original Riſe of the Scotch Guards 
about the French King's Perſon; I-will tell thee 
F 1h lh huge 
Louis who acquir'd the Title of Saint, for War. 
ring in Perſon againſt the Muſſulmans; when he 
march d towards Paleſtine, appointed Four and 
Twenty | Scotch Solders to have the Guard of 
his Perſon Night and Day. Charles V. augmen- 
their Number to Seventy Six; yet ſtill reſerving 
this Honour for tlie Firſt Four and Twenty, That 
15 ſnould have the Command of the Reſt. 
Ihus the Cuſtody of the King's Body remain d 
with the Scots for the ſpace of Seventy Vears, and 
upwards. But Charles VII. being willing to oblige 
the French, appointed a. Guard of them to be a: 
bout his Perſon; under one Standard; Lewis X. 
added another Standard; and Francis I. adjoyned 
a third: Yet without entrenching-on the Prero- 
gatives of the Twenty, Four Scots, which they 
Rin enjoy d by Right of Antiquity and Preſcripti- 
an; as alſo by the Sanction of Saint Louis, for 
whom the French profeſs a> great Veneration. 
Theſe Twenty Four Scots kept the Keys of the 
Royal Palace after Sun-ſet.. They alone guarded 
the King when he was in the Temple at Maß. 
They alone carried the King, when the Laws of 
the Land, and the Ceremonies of State requir'd 
him to be carried on Men's Shoulders. They guar: 
ded the Ships, when the King went by Water. 
And to them were the Keys of eyery Town deli- 
ver d, through which the King paſs'd in his Tra- 
vels by Land, with many other ſingular Ho- 
— Eg; * 
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But aſter the Death of Hemy II. when the Ear! 
of Montgomery, the laſt Commander of the Scotch 
Guards was remov'd from his Office, and a French 
Officer plac'd over them in his ſteady that Com- 
mand always fell into the Hands of Frencb-men, 
who by degrees ſubſtituting thoſe of their ow 
Nation in the room of the Scots who died, it came 
to paſs at length, that there remain'd but a very 
few Scots in the Guards, and thoſe. were bereft 
of all their ancient Privileges. | . 
Pardon this tedious Digreſſion, Great Patri- 
arch of the Faithful, ſince it contains ſome curi- - 
ous Memoirs in it, and I naturally fell into it by - 
ſpeaking of the Scots who are very Numerous in 
Paris to this Day; and from whom I learn'd the 
| foregoing Character of their Murder'd Arch- 
E biſhop; who was the Prime Patriarch, of all the 
Land; his Ordinary Title being, Archbiſhop of- 
This great and higheſt Eccleſiaſtical Dignity 
was given him by the preſent King of England, 
gat his Return from a Twelve Years Exile, as a 
Debt to his Great Abilities, and a Reward of his 
Merits. and Services, in labouring: might and 
| main to effect the King's Reftauration. * 

From the Moment that heacquir'd this Ho- 
nour, ſnch as were equally Enemies to the Go- 
vernment of Kings and Biſhops, perſecuted him 
with Slanders and Invectives. The Streets 
| ſvarm'd with Libels againſt him, and Mens 
| Tongues were as buſie as their Pens in Rai- 
ling at him, becauſe: he was reſdlved to endea- 
vour his utmoſt, that Epiſcopacy might be re- 
| fror'd in Scotland, as it was in England; though it 

had been ſubverted in both Nations, during the II- 
ſurpation of Oliver the Tyrant. T was this drew 
vpon him the Malice and Revenge of the Se- 
lätious; and they ſpar'd not in Publick to threa- 
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ten hjis Death. Nay ſome Years before he wa; 
murder d, one of theſe Fur ioſe's ſhot at him in 
the open Streets. of Edinbub, but miſs'd him. 

Tuben the Seditious-publifid Libels, wherein tbey 
gloried in the Attempt, and were onby ſorry that 
it took not Effect. They alſo Propheſied, that he 
ſhontd die a Violent Death: and it was ea ſie for 
them to preſage this, which they were refolv'd ty 
rene 7 10d 2 ett 

Accordingly in the 2. and 4th. Moons of this 
_ Year, they were ready to give the Fatal Bloy, 
but his Watchfulnefs prevented them. However 
on the ac. of the Moon of My, as he was Travel. 
ling with his Eldeſt Daughter: in his Coach, with. 
Two or Three Servants attending him, he wa 
{et upon at Midday by Nine of theſe Religions 
Ruſhans s who. having fioſt wounded his beloved 
Daughter, to enhance his dying Grief ;, then 

hack d and hew'd lim ina Butcherly and Barha- 
rau Manner, tilt at langth they left him Dead 


are,, Si 0 rg ind 115vtD 
_Verierable Cadileſquer, I pray God defend thee 
from Popmlar Envy, Malice, and Revenge; from: 
the Wounds given by the Pens of Libellers, and 
tue Tongues of the Spightful. But above all, I 
ay Heavgn Guard thee from being Maſſacred 

- 2 Religious Aſſaſſines, and Bloody Zealots. 


Paris, 17th. of tbe.gtli. Mom. 
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LEFT TER MI. 
Fo Hebatolla Mir Argun, Superior of the 
Derviches at Cogn in Natolia. 
Noubtileſs, there never was any Creature 
the Mefn: No Mortal like the Son of Mey 


Jeſus 


2 1 1 r 


— 


A and Perſeſtions of the Univerſe. 


1 am not ſo profane or preſumptuous, as to 
think or ſay any Thing in Contempt of Mabomet; 
tho' I take the Liberty to Celebrate the high 
© Praiſes ofthe Word Incarna te, the Firſt-born and 
© moſt Illuſtridus of all Beings, on this Side the Eter- 
1 Father. The Hol Ghoſt i fe comes bebind him. 


ſus was repleniſh'd with all the Natural Exz 


When the Everlaſting Intellect had, from In- 


© determinate Ages, lain dreaming on the ſoft and 
downy Bed of CHs, or the Firk Matter: In 
the Grand Cabin ef uncircumciſed Darkneſs, 
and envelop'd with the ſhady Curtains of Old, 
old NIGHT: When he had tumbl'd, toſ'd and 
8 rowl'd from fide to fide: When he had ftretch'd 
C his Endlefs Limbs for Eaſe, to ſeek one Corner 
| of the Infinite Expanſe, where he might abate- 
| the Sempiternal Heat of Love. At laſt, he fix d 
lis Foot upon the cool Idea of this World of ours. 
hben ſprang the WORD, 
| Womb. The Melancholy fad 4% rejoyc d.; 
| for, in the WORD was Light and Life 3 which 
| darting thr 
and unaQtive MATTER, with Divine Chymi 
| firſt drew an Extract of the pureſt Parts, which 
| form'd the Firmament. Next, roſe the Sun, the 
Moon and Stars; and then the groſſer Elements, 
with all their different Productions. \ 


the all- fertile 


ough the Eternal Heap of unto. na 
ury 


Theſe are the Generations of the Univerſe s 


| when God made the Heavens and the Earth. 


and the Angels ſtarted. out of the Grand Energy, 


| like Volatile Spirits from Balneo Maria. 


All things. Viſible and Inviſible aroceed from 
the WORD, and the moſt excellent of ereated 
Beings owe their Original to HIM that was the 
only Inſtrument by which the Eternal Architect 
contrived and fram'd this vaſt Machine, fo In- 
comprehenſible and Glorious. 7 * 
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O Hebatolla : Who can enough admire this 
mighty Product of the Eternal Mind ? And 
yet the greateſt and moſt Excellent Theatre of 
Beings, is hid from Mortal Eyes. Therefore 
leaving thoſe high and loſty Speculations, let us 
deſcend to the Word Incarnate, or the Breath 
of God walking and converſing on Earth with 
Men in the Humble Diſguiſe of Fleſh and Blood, 
The ſame was the Meſſias of the Chriſtians, as the 
Alcoram in ſeveral Places aſſures us. And the 
Chriſtian Goſpel of the Eagle confirms ft, where 
_ it ſays, In the Beginning was the NON, and the WORD 

was with Cod, &c. and the WORD became Fleſh, ani 

pitch'd bis Tens- among us, e 
Doubtleſs he was conceived of the Virgin Mary, by 
that Smell of a Roſe which the Angel Gabriel 
drougnt to her from Paradiſe. For, he was not 
begot by the Will of Man, or through the Luft 
of-Concupiftenee 3 but by a ſudden. Infuſion of 
the Divine Virtye. The Power of the Omnipotent 
everſhadow'd, ſurpriz'd, and raviſh'd the Holy Mail 


In à Tranſport of Joy; ſhe took the Flower from We 


the Hand of Gabriel, which ſne had no ſooner 
melt to, but ſhe was ready to diſſolve and faint 
away in an Extaſie of Love. But the Angel Che- 

riſh'd her with: comfortable Words, and ſhe be- 
came reſign'd. to. the Will of the All-merciful and 
Gracious. 5 2 5 AT 


At the End of Nine Months Feſus was Born of : 


her, not after the Manner, of other Children. 


For, as. the Book of Myſterious Secrets tell us, 
Ae came forth frrom betwren ber Breaſts wrapt up in 4 


Mantle of Aromatick Roſes. | . 


The Daughters of Paradiſe came down and 
waited on the Virgin Mother at the Hour of her 


unſpeakable: Child-birth. They took the Hoh 


inſam in their Arms, and over the Veſture of 
his Nativity, they put on Garments 1 | 
. — ' from Þ 
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from Eden: Robes of their own Handywork. 
And then they fed him with tlie Wine and Milk 
ol Paradiſe. After they had perform'd what was 
Neceſſary to the Infant-Meſſias, and his Imma- 


E culate Mother, the Heavenly Maids returned to 


© their Bliſsful Seats above, And ſent down Ariel 
with a Choir of Angels to declare the Birth of 
© Teſus to this World below, and to celebrate the 
high Praiſes of God. Fhey were ſeen in the up- 
per Regions of the Air, by certain Shepherds 
ho watch'd their Flocks by Night. Their 
Voices were alſo heard from afar, chanting aloud 
the Hymns of Eden, and the Select Anthems of 
Paradiſe. Great was the aſtoniſhment of thoſe 
rude and ignorant Mortals; their Eyes. were 
dazb'd at the Luſtre of the Heavenly Troop, 
and their Ears were Raviſh'd with the Superlae 
tive Sweetneſs of the Muſick. Thoſe that were 
upon the Roads of Fudæa, the Caravans of Ara- 
bia, Syria, and Egypt ; The Travellers from Da- 
maſcus, Tyre and Sidon, ſaw the Suprizing Viſion, 
| they were equally ſeizd with wonder and Joy. 
They heard the Harmonious Tongues of Angels, 
© warbling forth Immortal Melodies. Then their 
Hearts melted within them, and they proſtrated 
themſelves on the Earth, and prais d the moſt 
High, the King of all Things. | 
The Fame of ſuch extraordinary Events ſoon 
ſpread through the Adjacent Regions, and to the 
* utmoſt Borders of the South. Tang of Per- 
fa made a Pilgrimage to Bethlem, to Viſit the 
Infant -Meſſias. They fell down at the Feet of 
the Holy Babe, preſenting bim with Gifts, Cold, 
Incenſe and Myrrb. = EATEN, 

| Thus Feſusgrew upy increaſing in Wiſdom, Kyow- 
I I will not run over the Hiſtory of his Life, 
| laying done that already in one of my former 
s Letters 
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Letters e All that I aim at in this Dic. 
patch, is to teſtify the Profound Veneration ! 
have for that moſt 17 Sam) opliet, who was no o- 
ther than the BREATH and WORD of God In. 
carnate.It becomes all Good Muſſulmans to ſpeak 
of him with Honour and Reverence ; for he i; 
_ ſeated on High, * in Paradiſe where are the 
Approaches to God. 

O Hebavolla! pray for Mahmut, that the En. 
tanglements of this Mortal Life may not hinder 
kim from ſeeing with Jeſus and Mahomet, in the 


Kingdoms of Everfaſting Bliſs 


Paris, 25th. of the roth, Noe, 10215 NA 
"In _ I-60 proces ay. 
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'L E 1 T - E R XII. 
To Kerker Haſſan, Baſſa. 


Te: requireſt an Acconnt of the preſent State 
of England, with a Character of their King, 
In regard here are various Rumours among the 
Merchants at the Imperial City, of certain Com- 
motions and Rebellious Eſſays of Malecontents 
in that Iſland. _ 
The Name of the ! who reigns there at 
preſent is Charles II. Eldeſt Son of Charles I. and 
Heir Appaxent of the Britiſh Crowns. For, his 
Empire confifts. of Three Kingdoms, which. he 
has in actual Poſſeſhon; beſides many vaſt Ter- 
ritor ies and Dominions in America; not to inſiſt 
on his Titular Claim to the Realm of France. 

He is a Prince of great Wit and Policy; nor 
of leſs Courage, where a julk Occaſion requires 


we. * n 
— , 


. the Diſcovery of that Vine. He underwent 


innumerable ips and Misfortunes, * 


FF by 


his Twelve Years Exile from his Native Throne, 
© forcd to fly into Foreign Countries, by a pre- 
| vailing Faction of Rebels, Tyrants, and. Uſur- 


s. Of Humour, Debonaire and Amorous; 


much addicted to Wine and Women; munificent 
jn his Gifts and Rewards to- Perſòns of Merit, and 
to thoſe-who have the Happineſs to pleaſe him in 
© his Recreations; eſpecially to his Concubines, 
© who are moſt of them Nobly extracted. By 
theſe Females he has had ſeveral Sons, who are 
nn Dukes and Peers of the Nealm. He is in Peace 
| with an the World Abroad, except the Moors of 
E Sly. Vet this Prince cannot be calFd Happy, in 
that he is haraſs'd at Home by Domeftick Sedi- 
| tions, Factions, Plots, and Confpicacies of his own 


ER 
Here is a Report, That the Nomen Catholicks 
of that Nation have lately attempted to take a- 
way the Life of this Monarch: Whilft others 
| fay, this Accuſation is forg d by their Enemies, 
to render them Od ious: And that to this End, 
they have ſaborn'd Falſe Witneſſes to Swear a- 
gainſt them. One does not not know what to be- 
E lieve among ſo many contrary Rumors. Neither 
does it much concern us that are Muſſulmans, 
whether Party of theſe Infidels be Right or 
Wrong. 1 


This Prince; a8 J have ſaid before, has feveral 


Nations under his Dominion; and tis thought 
be ſcarce knows the juſt Extent of his Territories 
in America. There is a Region in that Continent, 
inhabited by a People whom they call Tuſcoraras 
and Poegs. Their Language is the ſame as is 


ſpoken by the Briziſh or Welſh 3. A Nation that 


| formerly poſſeſs'd all the Ifland of Great Britain, 
| but were by Degrees driven out of it into a. 
| Mountanious Corner of the Iſland, where their 

| Poſterity.remain to this Day. | 


Thoſe. 


>, 


160. Letters Writ iy Vol VIII. 
Thoſe Tuſcorara's and Doegs of America, are 
thought to deſcend from them, being the Poſte- 
rity of ſuch as follow'd the Fortune of one Madoc 
a Britiſh Prince; who, about Five or Six Hun- 
dred Years ago being diſcontented at Home, re- 
foly'd to ſeek Adventures Abroad. Wherefore 
being provided with Ships, Men, and all other 
Neceſſar ies, he made a Voyage toward the Weſt, 
over the Ailantick Ocean, not knowing what 
would be the Event of his Undertaking. Howe- 
ver, the Moon had ſcarce Twice compleated Her 
Voyage through the Zodiac, when an- End was 
put to His on the Sea, by Landing in Ameri- 
6; where he planted a Colony of Britains, and 
then return'd to his Native Country. But ſoon. 
aſter he put to Sea again, and ſailed directly to 
the ſame Place. What became of him afterwards 
is not certainly known. But the Inhabitants of 
that Province have a Tradition, That he liv'd to 
4 Great Age, and ſaw bis People multiply d to many 
Thouſands, before he died. For in the Second Voy- 
age he carried over Britiſi Women with him for 
the fake of Poſterity. They ſhew his Tomb to 
this Day; with. Beads, Crucifixes, and other 
Reliques. 3 VV 
It is certain, That when the Spani ards firſt. 

Conquer'd Mexico, they were ſurpriz d to hear 
the. Inhabitants diſcourſe of a Strange People that 


formerly came thither in Corraughs, who taught 


them the Knowledge of God, and of Immortality; 
inſtructed them allo in V irtue and Morality, and 
preſcrib'd Holy Rites and Ceremonies, of Religi- 
on. *Tis remarkable alſo, what an Indian King 
ſaid e ;. viz... * That in Foregoing A- 
4 ges, a Strange People arriv'd there by Sea, to 
„ whom his Anceftors gave Hofpitable Enter- 
« tainment; in regard they found them Men of 
Wit and Courage, endued alſo with many 0: 

: 5 ber 
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a ther Excellencies: But he could give no Ac- 
e connt of their Original or Name. And Mon- 
# 1cxuma, Emperor of Mexico, told Fernando Cortez, 


 _Vrtzmee# 3 Www 5 — —_ - r 


the Spaniſb King's Ambaſſador, and General in 
© thoſe Parts, That his own Anceſtor's Landed 
4 there as Strangers, being Condutted by. a cet- 
4 tain great Man, who tarried there a while, and 
a then departed, having left a conſiderable Num- 
4 her of his Followers behind him. After a Year 
4 he returned again with. a- greater Company; 
4 and that from Him the Emperors of Mexico de- 
| © riy'd their Pedigree, and his Subjects from the 
} «© Reſt. The Britifh Language is ſo prevalent. 
here, that the very Towns, Bridges, Beaſts, Birds, 
| Rivers, Hills, Oc. are called by Britiſh. or 10 
Names. And a certain Inhabitant of Virginia (a 
place Subject to the King of Great Britain) ſtrag- 
ling not long ago into the Wilderneſs, by Chance 
fell amongſt a People, who, according to ſome 
| Law or. Cuſtom of theirs, condemn'd him to 
Death: when he in the Hearing of them, made 
| lis Prayer to God in the Britiſo Tongue; upon 
which he was Releas c. 2 WW, 
| Who can tell the Various Tranſmigrations of 

| Mortals on Earth, or trace out the True Origi: 
nals of any People? The whole Globe has ſut- 
| fer'd divers. Changes; and every particular Na- 
tion has had its Metempſychoſis.. What grows 
| Obſolete and Antiquated in one Country, becomes 
| a New. Diſcovery in- Another. The Houſes of 
| the Living are built. on.the Bones of the Dead. 
| Children lay the Foundation of their Grandeur, 
| in the Ruin of their Fathers. And the Genera- 


tions to come, will practiſe this Chimiſtry on aur 
Reliques, that are now Living: They will. ex- 
tract their Fortune out of our Aſnes. 


By the White Stone which Alam brought with 


him out of Paradiſe, and which fell by Inheri- 
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Antiquity * 2 fay'd Race; not canted up and 


des my particular Obligations, I honour thee 


thee in he Paradife of Perpetual Reſt, from 
whence there are no farther Tranſmigrations. 


Paris, 2d. of the ad f 
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tance to . Ymael, and his Offspring for 
ever; That Stone which at this Day lies ie 
the Moſth at Merou, and grows Black by the 
Touch of Simners; I fwear, the Arablans are an 

na People, 2 Nation Eſtabliſh d from an 


down, hither aud thither, by every Caprice of 
Fortune. 
* Wherefore bs sffared, Noble Arab, That he. 


for the ſake of thy Deſcent, and Porify'd Blood, 
and Pacifick Temper. Wiſhing for nothing more 
Ardently, than the Happineſs of killing the Bor- 
der of thy veſt in this Life, or at leaf of feeing 


Sata tines 
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LETTER xIll. 
To the Moſt N and luviacible 


— —— . © 


| the 1 — PT this Year 1 ſent thee an 
Account of the Treaties concluded and pub- 
Uſh'd between France and the Hollandert, as alſo of 


à Peace eſtabliſhd with the German Empire. Nov 


I ſhall acquaint thee, That a like Agreement i 
publiſh'd with Spain. The two haughty Mo- 


_ harchs ſeem perfectly reconcild; and to convince 
the World that they are ſo really, the King of 


Spain has Married this King's Daughter. 


The Marquis les Batbafes made his Publick En- 
try into Pars on the 11th of the 6th Moon, in 
Quality of Embaſſador Extraordinary from the 


Catholick 
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Pot Fon ; an his chief Buſineſs was, To 
ſincere Foy and S ttifation his Maſter took 
us 2 5 be bed of ſeeinp 4 2 1 * ones ”m= 
245 berwees theſe two Crowns, 

Europe; That fo the Chriſtian nine ee 555 
but been birherto ai ene another, 30 the 
gener Devriment aro of Che Roni | en. 117 40 v 
tel a ommon Enemy, by — be meant 
be Faithful Fw In order to cis, he defired thas- 
te Daughter of France might be given to bis Maſter 
| Haga 44 4 Confirmation of the Peace between 


| This was ſoon granted him; and the News was 
10 ſooner arriv'd at Madrid, but the Spmiſb King 
texpreſs'd a more than common Complacency, 
ſeluſing their TE DEUM to be . „ f Fo 4 
give God Thanks for ſo great 4 Happineſs. 
ef Madrid were. illuminated. alſo with all manner 
of Fire- works; but the Ceremony of 
was not performed till the 8th Moor. It was done 
it Fountainbleau, the Court being there at N 
| Tincaud the Marquis de Tos Babe s was the R +1 
75 $ Proxy. After which Time, Medemoiſe 
they call q her hefore, held her Rank LIES 
lat Queen of Hain. And in that 
| receiy'd the Complements and Addreſſes = 
Archbiſhop of Part at the Head ofhis Chapter; 
[2 alſo of the Parliament, the Chamber of Ac: 
counts, the Court of Aids, the Court of Mon — 
the Univerſity. z and ſo of the Great Council, | 
the French Academy. Now this Great Princels is 
| gone toward Spain to take Poſſeſſion of her New 
| Royalty 5 which is no better than a ſplendid. Ser- 
ritude, or glorious Impriſonment during her Life. 
For the Laws and Cuſtoms concerning Women 
are as ſeverely obſerved in the Court of Spain, as 
in any Part of that Country; and the Queen her 
elf is no more exempted from keeping them, 1 
ee 


9 = 
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the meaneſt of her Subjects. There are certzi 
ſet Hours, out of which ſhe cannot ſee ſo much x 
the King himſelf, For his Time is ? 8 5 ous 
and divided between the Service of the Public, 
and of his own Perſonal. Neceſſities; the Afﬀain 
of State, of Religion, and of Nature. So thut 
the Queen muſt be altogether ſhut up from the 
Sight of Men, unleſs it be when any Embaſſadg 
has Audience of her, or when ſhe goes to Church, 
or to ſee the Publick Sport of Bull-baiting, with 
ſuch like SpeQacles ; or laſtly, when her Con. 
feſſor comes to viſit her. At other Times ſhe 
only a Companion of Women, a mere Recluk, 
chamber d up in her own Melancholy Apartment, 
without the Liberty of ranging the Palace. 
Whereas in France the Women converſe with 
Men, and go abroad when they pleaſe, with an 
unreſtrain'd Freedom. They diſcourſe of State. 
Matters, and of Religion; they undertakety 
DOenſure both Civil and. Canon Laws, correct MW 
Philofophiy,, and reform the Morals of the Ai- . 
clients: In a Word, the French Ladies take a par- 
titular Pride in appearing. very Learned and 
Knowing, as if they had been educated in the 
Academies, They alſo go a Hunting, Hawking, 
Fiſhing, and Fowling, even as the Men. There 
is hardly any Game or Exerciſe, Study or Re- 
creation, which. is not common to both Sexes. 
Whereas the Spaniſh Females are kept in Igno- 
trance, and have no more Liberty than Captives. 
Only, as I aid, the Queen is permitted to ſee the 
Bull-baitings, but it muſt be il Company with her 
Husband as well as other Ladies. 
_ * This Celebrated Sport of Baiting or Courſing, 
the Bull is ſo well known to thee, who, haft been 
an Eye- witneſs of it at Tunis, and other Cities of Wi: 
Barbary, that I need ſay no more of it but to ob · b 
ſerve, That the Spaniards firſt learn'd it from the 


Moors, 
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au bort, when thoſe Africans dwelt among them, 
Faving Conquered that Kingdom. "a 
But to return to the Servile Life which the 
neens of Spain lead; A, are obliged to go to 
1 < 


ir cd at a certain preciſe Stroke of the Clock e- 
at Wery Night, with this only Difference, That is 
he BS; n Hou later in Summer than in Winter, Beſides 


Her, there is no other married Woman ſuffer'd 


>, Wo lic in the King's Palace; ſo that the Queen is 
th ttended only by V.rgins or-Widows.. Neither 
n- Wan ſhe her ſelf ever marry again after the 
6 King's Death. And ſo naturally Jealous are the 
ſe, mars of their Wives, That if the Queen fall 
nt, into any Diſaſter, by Chance or Conſpiracy, as 
ce. o be thrown down by her Gennet, even to the 


breaking of her Limbs, and Hazard of her Life, 
hone of her Pages, or any other Man whatſoe- 
Fer, dares to liſt her up, or any other Way aſhſt 
per, nay, not ſo much as by ſtopping the Horſe, 
bf he ſhould drag her in the Stirrup. Judge now 


i Wlipnificent Vizir, whether it be not a deſirable 
u. WT hing for a French Princeſs to be made Queen of 
nd 


Ppzin ? A Princeſs bred up in a Court abounding 


he with ant ſorts of Gentileſſes, Gallantines, and De- 
0 iightful Liberties; muſt needs think her ſelf in a 


Mona ſtery or ſome worſe Place of Confinement, 


nter ſhe has been bat a Day or Two in the Court 
s. Wo Spain. But Reaſons of State ſuperſedeall theſe 
0- Winconveniences. *Tis the peculiar Unhappineſs 
Wo the Princes here in the Wes, that they marry 
5 fr Intereſt more than for Love. f 


There is another Match going forward be- 
tween the Dauphine of France, and Princeſs Ann 
Marie Viftoire, Siſter to the Duke of Bavaria. Theſe 
en Winhdels are Uniting their ſcatter'd Strengths and 
of Intereſts. It looks as if they had ſome ſecret” 
b. Deſizn againſt the True Believers © 
Illuſtrious Prince of the Princes, aha + oy” 
Fay ado e 
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Grand Signior, 1 pray that the Empire of th MW 
Faithful may be Exalted, and ftand firm till th ca 


Angel of the Cave ſound his Trumpet. of 

3 aft 

Paris, 10th. of the 12th, Mex, tit 

| of the Tear 1679. ” 
| 3 WE . 
e N — 4. 
LETTER XIV. Þ 


To the Venerable Mufti. 


2% I may give thee a clearer Idea of Ron: 
1 Original, it is neceſſary to ſtep farther 
Backward in Antiquity; and caſt our Eyes 
the Ruins of Troy, ſet on Fire by the Greek:, aul 
laid in Aſhes, after a War of Ten Years, to Be. 
venge the Rape of Helena, Wife to Meneiams,whon 
Paris the Trojan Prince and Gueſt to Mexelay, 
carried away with him by Force. 
From the deplorable Flames of Troy, Antero, 
and Æueas eſcap d, and got to Sea: The Former 
being foreed by Diſtreſs of Weather on that Part 
of Italy which is now under the Dominion of V+ 
nice, where he built Padua: The Latter came 
with a Fleet of Two and Twenty Ships to Latiun, | 
now called Campagna di Roma, and St. Peter's Par 
trimony, being the Eftate of the Church. 
At that Time Latina the Son of Faunus, or as 
ſome ſay, of Hercules, Reign'd in Latium, before 
whom there had been but Four Kings in the 
Country. Thoſe were anus, Saturnus, Picus, and 
Faunus. Whillt Fanzs Reign'd, Saturn being ex- 
pell'd by his Son Jupiter, fled to Italy; where be- 
ing Hoſpitably receiy'd, he built a Caſtle, calling 
it after his own Name Saturnia. At length he ob- 
tained the Kingdom of Latium; which he left to 
Bis Son Ficus, and he to Fa. 
pits TY MP In 
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In his time Evander failed out of Arcadia, and 
came to Italy, Sixty Vears before the Deſtruction 
of Troy. He built a Town called Pallantium, where 
E afterwards Rome was built. Much about the ſame 
time, the Pelagians went out of Thejjaly into Epi- 
ru and Dodona firſt; and then pailing over into 
nah, join'd themſelves with the Aboriginal Arca- 
| dians, who were got thither before them. Theſe 
united their Forces, and expell'd the Sicilias 
from the Country: Who paſſing over to Trinacriay 
or the Iſland of Three Capes, gave to it the Name 
of Sicilia, which it retains to this Day. When E- 
vunder had been Five Years in Italy, Hercules, 
with a Company of Greeks, Landing on the (amis 
| Shore, was kindly entertained by him. 

Ar length the Kingdom of Latium fell to La- 
tinu, in whoſe Reign Aneas:came thither; and 
| having enter d into a League with Latinus, mar- 
| ry'd his Daughter Lavinia: From whoſe Name 
he called a Town which he built in thoſe Parts, 
| Laviaium. Then Turnus King of the Rutuli, being 
| angry that Latinus had given his Daughter to a 
| Stranger rather than to lum, who was a Native, 
and to whom ſhe was before betroth'd; invaded 
his Country, But the Rutuli were overcome in 


ne 
m Battel, and both Iurnas and Latings loft their 
„Lives: So that the Kingdom fell to Ares, But 

he enjoy d. it not long: For the Rutuli, at three 
233 MW Years end came againſt him, under the Conduct 
re of Mezentius, King of the Tyrrhenians, now call'd 
ge Rſezns. And Areas being kill'd in the Battel, his 
Lon Aſcanius took Poſſeſſion of the Kingdom. He 


- MW faving made Peace with Mecentizs, and quell'd - 
e. the Reft of his Enemies; built a City which he 
g WM call Long Alba, the zoth Year from the Byikling 
p- of Lævinium. In this City of Long Alba, there 
o Keign d afrer Aſcanins Fourteen Kings, even ta 
tue Time of Romulus, and the — Mu: 
7% . LR Img. 


called Romulus and Remus. Theſe were expos{ 


of Rome. 


was ſaluted King, when he had kill'd his Brother 


upon a Method to ſupply this Defect. There was 
4 Grove hard by, which he made a Sanctuary for 
all Perſons in Diſtreſs, and who were willing te 


and Malecontents flock'd thither from all Parts; 


through a Natural Inconftancy ſought a Change 
| of Life. So that there was a Gallimaufty of Trojans 


168 Letters Writ by Vol. VII V 
Rome. The Fourteenth of theſe Kings was Am. th: 
lizs, Who over-reach'd his Brother Numitor, to tra 
whom the Kingdom belong'd by Right of Primo. cor 
geniture. And to be ſecnre of all Things, he not 
made Sybvia, the only Daughter of Numitor, 1 M. 
Veſtal; that he might have no Fear of Numito; of: 
Poſterity. Yet Sylvia was got with Child by Te 
Some-body, and brought forth Twins, who were Ni 


to the wide World by the Command of King 
Amulius; and privately Nouriſh'd by Fauſtulus, til 
they came of Years. Then being inform'd of 
their Birth and Extraction, with the true State 
Things, they flew Amulius, and reftor'd their 

Jandtather Numitor to his Kingdom: In the Se. 
cond Year of whoſe Reign, Romulus built the City 


In the Eighteenth Year of his Age, Romulu 


Remus for leaping in Contempt over the Ditch he 
had made round the City. Thus he Conſecrated 
the Fortifications of the City with his own Blood. 
But all this while Romulus had built but the Sha- 
dow of a City, ſince there were no Inhabitants to 
People and defend it. However, he quickly pitch 


make their Fortunes upon Hazard. This wa 
proclaim'd in the Neighbouring Regions: And 
an Innumerable Multitude of Criminals, Debtors 


» — 


* 
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| theſe, as out of ſo many Elements, Romulus ex- 
tracted the Body of a Commonwealth. But he 
conſider d withal, that this New Republick could 
not ſubſiſt beyond the. Age and Lives of thoſe 
Men who form'd it; They being without Hopes 
of Poſterity, as having no Women among them. 
Io provide for this Inconvenience, they treated 
vith the Bordering People about Marriages : 
Which being denied them, they had Recourſe 
% Stratagems and Violence. They invited the 
| Sabines and other Neighbours, to come and ſee 
ſome Plays which they promis'd to exhibit in 
Honour of Neptune. „„ 
The Bait took; and Multitudes of both Sexes, 
especially the Vounger ſort, throng'd thither to 
be Spectators of the Roman Novelties. When on 
a ſudden a certain Signal being given, the Romans 
leapd from their Places, and ruſhing among the 
Strongers, every Man ſeiz'd the Female that beſt 
| pleas'd him, or that firſt came to Hand, and made 
her his Wife. „„ „ LEG 
This was the Cauſe of ſpeedy Wars: For the 
Neighbouring People, who had been thus robbd 


» Wo their Women, took up Arms to revenge the 
| Winury. But they were routed, put to Flight, 
ind one of their Towns laid Waſte. The Romans 
r Wil took Rich Spoils from them, which they 
Conſecràted to their Goddess. 

$ In the mean Time, the City of Rome was deli- 


3 


d er d into the Hands of the Sabines, by Tarpeta a 
Virgin: Who, as ſome ſay, was corrupted with 
Cold by Trins, the Captain of the Sabine;; 
y MW Whilſt others affirm, that ſhe did it innocently, 
e ind with a Deſign to fave the City, inſtead of 
1 betraying it. For ſhe ask'd as a Reward of her 
|- W'ippos'd: Treaſon, the Shields of the Sabine,; 


thinking that being thus in part difarm'd, they 
of night eaſily be overcome by the Romans. yy 
oe I | the, 


3 
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they, ſenſible of her Stratagem, promis'd what 


ſhe demanded ; and perform'd it accordingly ; hut 


in ſuch a manner, as plainly diſcover'd their Re. 
venge of an Injury, rather than their Gratitude 


fora Kindneſs; For they threw their Shields ſ 


thick upon her, that they preſsd her to Death, 


Then entring the City Pell-mell, there com. 


 menc'd a furions Battel between the Romans and 


the Sabines. The Streets flowed with Blood, til 


the Wives of the Romans, for whoſe Sake this War 


began, came tearing their Hair; and runnin 


between the Two Armies, at length - brought 
them to a Truce, and Agreement. Then a 5. 
lemn League was made between Rom 21d 7h 


tius. And, what is more Wonderful; tha 


leaving their Native Seats, came, with 


Wealth, to live in Kome; coummunicat ing! 
their Riches to their Sons-in-Law, by way; 
Dowry. „ 55 

. The Forces of the Romans being tlius imcreas', 
by the Acceſſion of the Sabines, Romulus applied 


himſelf to the Publick Adminiftration, with al 

Care and Policy. He appointed the Youth to he 
always in Arms, on Horſe- back; that they might MW 
- be conſtantly upon their Guard, and ready e. 
quipp'd againſt the Surprizes of War: That the 


Chief Council of the Commonwealth ſhould con- 
fiſt of the Seniors; who were call=d Fathers for 


their Authority, and Senators for their Age. 


Affairs being thus diſpos'd, One Day, when 
there was a full Senate, Ro nulus, being preſent, 


was on a ſudden taken from their Sight, Some 


think he was Murder;d by Conſpiracy, and cut 


into ſmall Pieces by the Senators: Others ſay, be 


was Poyſon'd. But the General Report was, that 
he was Deified. Fulius Proculus was the Author of 
this; who taking Notice that there aroſe a Viv 
ieat Tempeſt ar the fame Inſtant that * 

| . | 1 
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diſappear'd, and that tlie Sun was juſt then E- 
clips d, inſinuated to the People, that, Romulus 
vas become a God. Nay he took an Oath, That 
he ſaw him in a much more Auguſt Form, than 
whilſt he was a Mortal: And that Romulus com- 
manded them to Adore him for a God; affirm- 


. Jing, that he was called Quirinus in Heaven; and 
d afuring them, that Ame ſhould conquer the 


hole Earth. 


Numa Pompilius ſucceeded Romulus, being invited 


It 
eo the Kingdom by the Romans, who had a Ve- 
+ Wrcration for him on the bare Fame of his Sancti— 


ty and Religion. He taught them Holy Rites 
and Ceremonies, with whatſoever pertain'd to 
the Worſhip of the Immortal Gods. He divided 
the Year into Twelve Months, and appointed 
the Holy-Days. He ordain'd the Pontifs, Augurs, 
Wii, with other Ranks of Prieſts. He gave them 
the Ancilia and Palladium, which came down from 
Heaven: And he inſtituted the Veſtal Fire. In 
6. word, he perſuaded them, that whatſoever he 
taught them, he receiv'd from the Goddeſs 
Kgeria. And this wrought ſo Eftcaciouſly on the 
Minds off the Rude and Ignorant People, that 
ey came at length to Govern that Empire with 
the Nuſtice and Religion, which they got by Robbe- 
on- y and Oppreſſion. | 

r Prince of the Mufti's, I will reſerve the reſt of 
the Roman Hiſtory for another Diſpatch. | 


nt, Paris, ↄth. of the 2d. Moon, 
mW of the Tear 1680. 5 


12 Lutter rit iy Vol. Vill. 


| n 
To William Voſpel, a Recluſe of Auſtria, 


THY laſt Letter appears Magiſterial and pe. 
remptory, like a Summons from the Inquiſ. 
tion. Thou requireft an Account of my Faith, 
and what Idea I have of Religion; ſuſpecting 
that I am inclin'd to Hereſy. This proceed; 
from the Freedom I formerly took,in Diſcourſing 
againft the Pope's Infallibility, the Newly Ca- 
. Noniz'd Saints, and the Doctrine of No Salvation 
out of. the Roman Church. I ſee thy Zeal makes thee 
Peeviſh and Moroſe. Indeed, it is a Grace that 
ſoon turns ſowr, if it be not kept in a clean Heart, 
and a temperate Air, free from the Vapours of 
_ Superſtition. However, I am willing to ſatisfy 
thy Demand, as well as I can; and tranſmit my 
Soul to thee in Effigic. © 5 
T ho' we cannot Pourtray Negatives, yet eve. 
ry Picture has its Back- ſide, whereon the Cun- 
ning Painter may draw the Reverſe of his Firſt 
Detign ; or, at leaſt, the Spectator's Imaginati- 
on may ſupply the Painter's Office, and form - 
deas quite contrary to the Original Piece. That 
thou may'ft therefore the better comprehend 
what I am, in Point of Religion and Faith, I 
will firft repreſent what Lam not. Ss 
Conceive then, that I am noNarrow-Soul'd Jem, 
who confines Salvation to the Lineage of Facob ; 
and lays an Hereditary Claim to Heaven, be- 
cauſe, for the Wickedneſs of his Execrable Race, 
he is not allow'd to poſſeſs a Foot of Land on 
Earth: Who, to ſtrengthen his Title, produces 
the Scheme of his Genealogy ; proving that he 
deſcended in a Right Line, from one of thoſe 
Parricides, who murder'd the Meſſias: And, os 


Tx, + 
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that Reaſon avouches, that Paradiſe is entail'd 
to him, among the reſt of his Brethren, on the 


Score of his Fore-fathers Merit. | 
Neither am I a Chriftian-Hypocrite , who 


mocks himſelf, and all 'that ſee him, with his 
| Empty Formalities : who conſtantly calls upon 
| Jeſus every Morning, to ſanctify his Reſolution 
| of finning againſt God before Night. Who tires 


out the Patience of the Saints and Angels, with 


| the Crambo of his Vain Repetitions. His Ave 


Maria s, Ora pro Nobis s, and the reſt of his Religi- 
ous Fargon. Who goes to Church, that he may 


get the Whip-hand of the Devil; and meeting 


him on Holy Ground, may whiſper Treaſon a- 
gainſt God Almighty, over his Beeds, or his 
Prayer Book; as the Germans do againſt the Em- 
peror, over their Bottles, ſub Roſa, without any 
Obſervators, or Tell-tales. e 
[ am no Worſhipper of Images, Pictures, Old, 
Rotten, Worm- eaten Bits of Wood, or other pre- 


tended Relicks of Chriſt, and his Saints. I can- 


not be perſuaded, that God is well-pleas'd to ſee 
me make a Fool of my ſelf, and Trot up and 
down in Pilgrimage, to Honour Five or Six 
Sham-Heads of St. ohn the Baptiſt; for, in ſo 
many ſeveral Places de they pretend to ſhew 


that one Sacred Relick, which cannot be Multi- 
| plied. Neither can I believe the Miraculous 


Vegetation, and Conſtant Growth ofthe Croſs ; 


which they pretend to ſhew Whole and Entire at 


Ceſarea, whilſt it is exhibited alſo in Millions of 
Pieces, throughout Chriftendom. So that there 
is ſcarce a Chriſtian Gentleman of any Quality, 
in Europe, Aſia, Africa, or America, who does not. 
boaſt his Share of this Wonderful Relick. If all 
which Pieces were put together, they would, 

probably, make a Thouſand ſuch Croſſes, as that 


which is kept in Paleſtine, for * ſuppoſed True 


Croſs 
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Croſs whereon Jeſus ſuffer d Dedth; and yet they 
-are all ſaid to be cut off from That. Indeed, x. 
tler Villiam, 1 have no Great Stomach to fwalloy 

4 down theſe Great Wooden Fables: The yer; 

Chips are enough to choak me. But then come; 

the Milk of the Bleſſed Virgin to my Relief 
with which I may Rinſe my Unbelieving Throat, 
almoft in every Pariſh, or Monaſtick Church, 

I come at. For, I dare ſay, there's more of this 
to be found in ſuch Places, than an Hunpurin 

Cow would give in Seven Years together. Butit 

Curqdles in my Stomach, and makes me Sick. The 
very Idea of theſe Child- Abſurdities is as Opera- 
tive, as the Draught of an Ami monial-Cup. 

It would be too tedious to turn up all the Neg 
tive Side of my Religion; and explain, in an 
Hundred more Particulars, what I am not: Let 
us now therefore reverſe the Tablet and ſee what 

I poſitively am. 
And here I am at a Loſs for a Compendions 
Title or Name, to give my ſelf, ſaving that of 

à Chriſtian : For, I know not to what more Pat. 

. ticular Predicament I belong. As for the Diſtin- 

guiſhing Characteriſticks of Papiſts, Proteſtant, 
Lutheran, Calviniſt, Socinian, Oc. I eſteem em 

no other wiſe, than the Brands of ſo many Religi- 
ous Factions in the Church. And the Particular 

Title of Roman Catholick, looks like a Soleciſm in 
Common Senſe. I would therefore be taken for 
a Chriſtian, who neither makes Parties, nor fides 
with any. But honouring Jeſus as our Common 

Lord and Maſter, I endeavour to obey his Laws 
peaceably, and like a Loyal Subject. 

- 1 lay for a Foundation of all my Practice to- 
ward Men, this Golden Rule, which He gave 
us; Not to do that to Another, which I would not 

bave done to my ſelf. Upon this Baſis is built the 
whole Fabrick of Human Juſtice, I 0 

3 1 . | | 7 
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to regulate my own Paſſions, and to bear with 
thoſe of Others: To be angry with my ſelf, for 
the leaſt Pecadillo; but to frame Excuſes for the 
| Errors and Offences which my Neizhbour com- 
mits. Here riſes the Superſtructure of all Vir- 
tues, ſupported by Patience, Hope, and Faith; 
| cemented by Charity, Meekneſs, and Temper- 
{ ance 5 and adorn'd all over with Good Works. 
| Ina word, Father William; The Sum and Sub- 
| ſtance of my Religion conliſts in theſe few Rules: 
J Fear God, Serve my Ring, Honour and Ohey my 
| Parents, Love my Friends, and to do Fuſtice to all 
Men: Without - troubling my ſelf about Empty 
| Formalities, and Needleſs Ceremonies ; Or be- 
ing concern, in what Nation, Climate, or Society 
of Chriſtians I live; Sigce God regards not one 
Man more than another) for theſe Exterior Dif- 
ferences. 55 PS 
Reverend Monk, Adieu: And, from what I 
have ſaid, .conclude me a Catholick in the Pro- 
pereſt Senſe. 5 


Paris, 26th. of the 2d. Moon, 
of the Tear 1680. 
Sen To Murat Baſla. 


— - 2 - 


T. are extremely Merry here in Paris. No- 


1 thing but Dancing, Singing, Roaring,Drink- 
ing, Ringing of Bells, making of Bonfires, and 
other Illuminations, Shooting of Guns, Flirting 


about Squibs, Crackers, Serpents, Rockets, and . 


all manner of Gun- powder Compolitions. If it 
ſhould: hold but Two Hours longer, I believe 
they would be in Danger of runuing all Mad. 
4 n This 
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no” 


This is the Hour of Mid-night, and yet they are 
in the Height of their Jollity, which is not cu. 
ftomary in theſe Weſtern Parts, tho* no Wonder 
in the Eaſt, I wiſh there were an Army of ons. 
mans near us; I'd give em the Signal, and ſhey 
them the Way, when and how to enter the 


"Town, and take Poſſeſſion of the Richeſt City in 
France: For they ſuſpect Nothing, and the very 


fuards themſelves are all Drunk. Twere an 


eaſy Thing to Surprize em, and take em Nap- 


ing. But there is a Time and a Chance for all 
Things under the Moon: And this is their lucky 
Seaſon. - N 333 
Would'ft thou know the Occaſion of all this Joy 
and Security ? Tis double; Of one Side the News 


comes rowling from Spain of the New Queen 


found there; and on Me other Hand, they are 


tranſported with the Marriage of Monſeigneur the 


Dauphin: of France with the Princeſs Ann Mari: 
Viſtorie, Siſter to the Duke of Bavaria. 5 

I niention'd the Advances were made in Or- 
der to this Match, the latter End of the foregoing 
ear. The ſame was compleated in all its Cere- 


monies on this very Day. 


The French King parted from Verſailles about 


the beginning of this Moon, with the Dauphin his 


Son, to meet the Princeſs. Their ſirſt Interview 


was at a Place called Vitry. As ſoon as the Dau- 


phineſs (for ſo we muſt call her now) ſaw the 
King alight from his Horſe, ſhe leap'd out of her 
Coach, and threw her ſelf upon her Knees. But 
he ſoon rais'd and embrac'd her. with Royal Ca- 


reſſes, expreſſing the mighty Joy he felt at this 


firſt Sight of her, on whom reſted the Hopes of 
France, for Heirs to the Crown. Then he preſen- 


ted the Dauphin to Her, who alſo was not wanting 


on his Part to diſcover the Sentiments he had for 
4 Princes of [0 great Birth, Merits, Wit = 


Virtue. 
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The Queen did not ſee her Daughter-in-law 
till they came to Chalons; and there ſhe careſſed 
her with all, Tenderneſs imaginable, in outward 
Appearance. But God knows what's in the Hearts 
of theſe Royal. Souls, or how long their Friend- 
JJV 
The Ceremony of the Eſpouſals was performed 
at that Town, Yeſterday, by the Cardinal of 
Bouillon, Grand Almoner of France, in the Chapel 
of the Biſhop's Palace: And to Day, as I have 
ſaid, he finiſh'd the whole Buſineſs in the Temple 
of the Virgin Mary, the Chief Cathedral of this 
City; in the Preſence of the King and Queen, 
with divers Lords and Ladies of the Court. 
There were other Biſhops to aſſiſt him, whoſe 
| Titles I have forgot: But Ithink they were of 
| Orleans and Condom. This laſt makes a conſidera- 
dle Figure in the Kingdom, and is created firſt 
Almoner to Madam the Dauphineſs. He appears 
| very Zealous in Converting the Huguenots; and. 
{ I have a great deal more to ſay of him, than I 
| have time to write no. 3 
Aſſure thy ſelf, Tliat I cher iſh a profound Re- 
ſpect for thee; and that as I never was, fol ne- 
ver will be defective or tardy in ſending thee th 
Proportion of Weſtern Intelligence: For I muſt 
divide it among the the Baſſas and other Mini- 
ſters of the Port. 5 8 OL 
Reſt contented with thy Share, and in the 
Name of God Farewel. . 
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LETTER * 


. To Flkmet, Reis Effendi, Principal Secre- 
„„ the Ottoman Empire. . | 


Bi Moſcb of Sinan ub, I ſwear, theſe 


etty Republicks- of the Franks are not 
Roch a Muſſalman's Thaught. How 
ger; to fatisfie thy Curious and inquiſitive Ge- 
nivs, | will fay omething. of each, as brietiy 
and compendioully as I can. 
In my Two laſt, I diſcours'd of the United 
Netherlands, and the Swiſs Cantons. Now I will. 
ferry thee over the Lean Lake, and Land thee 
ia Geneva, the Mother, Nurſe, and Center of the 
Eoumilts Tbeſe a are a fort of Proveſtanes, diſſeu- 
ting 


* 


ting from the Opinions of Luther and his Aſſo- 
ciates; Who was the Firſt Author of what they 
call the Reformation here in Furope. — 
The City of Geneva is very Ancient; and was 
not Young in the Time of ulius Cæſar, as ap- 
pears by his Commentaries; where he makes 
mention of its being ſeated on the River Rhoſne,. 
E juſt at the Entrance of the Leman Lake. It 
© ſtands very pleaſantly, and has a fertile Soil. 
round about it: where Ceres ſtrives to out-do 
| Bacchus in her Liberalities. For though there 
be very good Vineyards in theſe Parts, yet not 
in ſo great Plenty, as to match the Abundance 
of Corn, Pulſe, Hay, Oats, Melons, and all man- 
ner of Herbs and Fruits that the Climate uſuallyß 


es 


2 


Ie 1 
The Air is pure and wholſome: the Winters 
not ſo cold as in Germany, nor the Summers, ſo 
bot as in ſome Parts of Franſee. 
| The People are generally Corpulent, Moreſe, 
| Inhoſpitable to Strangers, eſpecially to thoſe of 
| the Roman Church, whom they always ſuſpect as 
| Spies. They are very Frugal, Continent, and 
| Sober. And above all Things, they affect a ſin- 
gular Gravity in their Carriage and Garb 
As for Riches, they can boaſt but little; and 
| were it, not for their Art in making Silks, and 
printing Books, of which infinite Quantities 
and Numbers are Exported to other Nations, 
this Commonwealth, cou'd not ſupport its own. 
J ev RT Ore 
Indeed their Military Strength: is conſiderable 
for Bigneſs of the Place: the City being fenc'd 
by Nature, as well as Art, with impregnable. 
Fortifications. They keep an exquiſite Watch 
on the Walls; and at the Gates: Neither can 
any Foreigner have Entrance or Lodging there, 
without undergoing a ſcvere Scrutiny. {+ hey 
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have a Magazine in the City, furniſh'd with att 
forts of Arms, and with every Thing that i; 
neceſſary to ſuſtain a long Siege. Add to this, 
the Friendſhip and Patronage of the French 
Kings, who have for many Years ſhelter'd this 


little Republick from the Invaſions andEncroach. 


ments of the Dukes of Savoy, who claim a Title 
to it. > | 
_ There were formerly Three Forts near the. | 
Town, in the Poſſeſſion of the Szvoyards, which 
much annoy'd the Inhabitants, and threaten'd 
the Ruine of the City it ſelf with the Shot of 
great Braſs Ordinance, which were plac'd there 
for that Purpoſe. But Henry, IV. of France 
Took it from the Duke of Savoy, and Demo- 

hſh'd it, in the Lear 1600. He alſo caus d 
another to be pull'd down, which equally en- 
damagd the Oppoſite fide of the City. And a 
Third the Inhabitants themſelves laid even with 

the Ground, being aided by The French, . 

If thou would'ft know, by what Title the 
Dukes of Savey pretend a Right to Geneva; 
I'll tell thee in few Words. In former Times, | 
there was a Feud between the Counts of Ge- 
xeve, and her. Biſhops, about the Government, 
each claiming, it as his Due, At length a cer- 
tqin Biſhop procur'd the Principality of Geneva, 
from Frederic I, Emperor of Germany. This oc- 
caſion'd a Civil War between him and the 
Count of Geneva, which laſting many Years, 

and conſuming the Money and Forces of the 

Town; the Inhabitants, with the Conſent ot 
the Biſhop, implor'd the Protection of the Count 
of Szvey, He rais'd an Army, and march'd a- 

ainſt the Count of Geneva; taking many Towns 
and Fortreſſes from him, which belong'd to the 
Rcpublick. Then he advauc'd with the Army. 

near to the Walls of Gerevs, more like an Enc- 
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my than a Friend to the Biſhop and People. 
For not content with his new Conqueſts, he de- 
manded as much money as wou d quit the Char- 
he had had been at in this Expedition. The 
pes Ago: back ie to him, „ That he ought 
« to be content with. thoſe Places he had won, 
4 and that they ſhould be acknowledg d Feu- 
« datories of Say. Bat this did not ſatisfe 
the greedy Count, who threaten'd the City, if 
they wou'd not reimburſe him with Money. The 
Inhabitants bein cory and fearing worſe Cen- 
ſequences, ſhou'd they proyoke this Prince too 
far, at laft agreed with him. That he ſhon'd poſ- 
« ſeſs as much Rights in the City, as the Counts 
of Geneva had done before this War begun. 
And this was done by way of Pledge or Mort- 
gage. The Sævoyard therefore entring the Cit 
with his Forces, opprefſed the Inhabitants wit 
_ cruel Tyranny. So that being provok d to deſpe- 
rate Courſes, they conſpir d together, and choſe 
5 rather to call back the Count of Geneva to his 
Native Poſſeſſion, from which he had been vio-- 
pbently caſt out by the Uſurping Biſhop, than to 
fubmit to a Foreign Juriſdiction, which began 
| ſo early to. afflift them with inſupportable Cala-. 
= mitis. J paid Lage ns on LE 
But this, inftead of a Remedy, prov'd.an Ag- 
gravation of their Misfortunes. For the Count 
of Geneva, coming againſt him of Savoy, with 
ſome Forces, was overcome in Battel, and ſo 
Geneva was reduc'd to greater Streights than be- 
fore. For the Savoyards entring the Houſes of 
the Citizens, drew the Confpirators from their 
lurking Holes, and kill 4 them, committing 2 
Thouſand other Infolencies againft the Inhabi-- 
tants. Nor did this ceaſe, till the whole Race 
of the Counts of Cenevz was quite extinct. Then 
Amadeus, the Count of Savoy, finding that 4 


nn 
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the Biſhop of Geneva gave him as much Trouble 
as the Counts had done before, obtain'd of the 
Emperor. Charles IV. to be made Vicar of the 
Empire in his Provinces; thinking by the Great. 
neſs of this Title and Authority to ſuppreſs the 
Power of the Biſhop. But the Ecclefiaftick 
Prince ſo ftrongly oppoſed the Secular, That 
he maintain'd his own Juriſdiction, and the Li. 
derty of the People, till the Time of Amade 
VIII. who was his Succeſſor, and the Firſt who 
was created Duke of Savoy, being afterwards E- 
lected to the Papacy, which he enjoy'd by the 
Name of Felix. Before his Aſſumption to this 
Height of Eccleſiaſtick Dignity, he had obtain'd of 
Pope Martin, the Juriſdiction of Geneva in Tem- 
poral Matters. But he found as much trouble in 
it, as his Predeceſſors had done beſore. And ſo 
have all his Succeſſors, to this very Day. For, tho 
they boaſt of the Title, yet they have no more Au- 
thority in the Town than the King of Bam am. 
his City is govern'd by a Syndick and Tweu- 


ty Five Senators, who meet every Day to conſult I 


about the Affairs of the Cammon-wealth, and to 
decide all Cauſes, whether Criminal or Civil. 

It is their Chief Intereſt to hold a. good Cor- 
reſpondence with France, without whoſe Protecti- 


on they would ſuffer many Injuries. Therefore 


the better ſort, as it were by way of Flattery and 
Complaiſance, dreſs themſelves after the French 
Faſhions, and make uſe of thit Language, tho' 
imperfealy,n all their Letters and Converſation. 
But the Vernacular is the ſame with that of Savoy. 
Accompliſh'd Miniſter, in Regard thou com- 
_ _ plaineft of the Length of my Letters, I will here- 
after be more conciſe; and refreſh thee often with 
Brief Accounts of the States in Europe, yet remain- 
ing to be ſpoke o. | 
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| - In the mean time, think of doing poor Mabmist 
| fome kind Office in the Divan: For I am mace- 
| rated with Zeal, Care, Sickneſs, and Old Age. 
| Surely I cannot live much longer, or rathes, 
| 1 ſhall not be much longer a dying. For this Mor- 
| 14] Life is bus Death in Maſquerade. © RR 
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LETTER I. 
- To Achmet Baſſa. 


Ome Maxims of State or Religion, which 
O You pleaſe, for they are much one, have 
mov d the King of France to publiſh a Decree, 
| which they call a Regulation. Whereby he re- 
| ftrains the Huguenots from certain Liberties and 
| Privileges. which they enjoy'd before. Pac 
If thou would'ſt know the Character of theſe 
| Hupuenots, I will give it thee as well as I can; 
not perfect and full, thou may'ſt ſwear, but true, 
as far as it goes. | 3 4 
In the firſt Place, therefore, it is neceſſary for 
| thee to know, That about Two Hundred Years 

| paſt, a certain Fryar, or Devich in our Style, 

| nam'd Martin Luther, being offended at his Lord 
and Maſter the Pope, or Biſhop of Ame, ſet up 
for himſelf, as the only Preacher, Doctor, Re- 
former, and Apoſtle of that Age. He drew A- 
bundance of People after him, and not a few Prin- 
ces and Nobles. The known ſcandalous V ices of 
the Roman Clergy on one ſide, and the Epidemi- 
cal Iaclination which Mortals have for Novelty 

aon the other, facilitated his Innovation. He grew fa- 
mous in Wirtemberg, Ausburgh, and other Parts of 

| Germany, where lie liy d. In a, Word, his New | 
. e 2 Doctrines 


* 
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Doctrins were like an Earthquake to the whole 
Empire. He ftagger'd many Wiſe and Honeſt 

Men, and overthrew whole Thouſands of Fool; 

and Knayes, | 2 
Among the Reſt of the Laſt Gang, one C4. 

vin embrac'd Luther's Tenets, a very Learned 

Man, and of great Abilities ; but very partial, 
revengeful, and auftere in his Humour. At firſt 
he was very Zealous and Uniform in all Things, 
according. tothe Model of his Upftart Mafter, 
But upon ſome Diſpute between them, he takes 
Snuff, flings off the Yoke, and revolts from his 
New Director. There have been ſeyeral ſuch 
| Hot-headed Sparks ſince that time, every one 

aſpiring at the Character of an Apoſtle or Pro- 
phet: Zuinglius, Oecolampadius, Melancthon, Bucer, 

Bezz, and a Rabble of other New Lights and Sa- 
viours of the World, © . 
No the H. s, a8 T am infor md, are the 

Diſciples of Calvin; ſo is the Commonwealth o 
Geneva; with ſome Parts of Swiſſerland, Holland, 
and the Country of the Griſons. As for England, 
 Swedeland, Denmark, Norway, Saxony, Brandenbuwy, 
and Heſs-Caſſel, they are all Lutherans. Saving 
that the Engliſb, whom I firſt mention'd, have 
made Twelve ſeveral Alterations in their Reli. 
gion, ſince the Days of Luther. Lo” 

It js obſervable of that Nation, that they are 
flexible, and receptive of any Foreign Impreſſi- 
on. The French ſay, The Eng would. as ſoon em- 
brace Mahometaniſm as any-othet Religion, could ye but 
once get the length of their Foot. (This is an Engliſh 

Adape. ) Tis certain they are. a very Mutable, 
Inconftant, Rebellious People. They ſurfeit on 
"the Plenty which Nature has givin em. Which 
makes them ſtill uneaſy , diſcontented , and 
delicate. They ſpew out their own Happi- 

Atſs,. to eaſe the Stomach, of that intemperate 


Na- 
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Nation, and prepare it for Foreign Sham-Ban- . 
quets of Magicians. Of Old they were Brave, 
and ſtedfaſt to their Principles: Then their Re- 
nown was ſpread far and wide. When 4 Baronet 
England ( as, tis. recorded in the Hiſtories-of 
| France, Which muſt be impartial in this Point) 
kill d Five and Twenty Frenchmen, among whom were 
| Two Marquiſes, Four Knights, and Nine Nobles of the 
; Leſſer Order. | . | * 


But now they have quite loſt their Ancient 


Fame and Valour. They are corrupted with a 
| thouſand Debaucheries. They are as fickle as the 
Wind, and as moveable as the Duſt it raiſes in 
| the Streets. In fine, They are nothing at all, but 
the Obloquy and Scorn of other Nations 


But to return to the French Huguenots, and Cal- 


| vin their Maſter. I was once acquainted with a 
very Ancient Dervich or Fryar, when l firft came 
to Paris, who confidently athrm'd, That he had 
often heard his own Father ſay, That Calvin, 
| ® in his Preſence, once thruſt his Right-Hand 
“ into the Fire, wiſhing it had been burn'd to 
„ Aſhes when it directed his Pen in writing a- 
„ gainſt the Real Preſence of the Body of Feſas 
| * the Meſſias, in the Sacrament of the Altar. But 
| * ſince he had writ that fatal Treatiſe, he cow'd. 

do noleſs in Honour than defend it to the laſt. 
And yet this is one of the Cardinal and moſt im- 
| portant Points in. Controverſy between the Ca- 
| tholicks and the Huguenots; whereon the whole 


Body of Religion depends, and turn'd. to the 
Right-Hand or to the Left. So thntin the-main, 
the Huguenots have no other Ground for their 
Separation from the Roman Church, than the 


confeſs'd Obſtinacy of their Ringleader. And T 
tell thee plainly, they are the Diſciples of his 
Humour, as well as of his Doctrins. There is not 
lach a pertinacious fort of People living; 1 
: | | * 


2 
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gular, partial, ſelf-conceited, wilful and incorci. 
ible. We muſt always except out of this Chara. 
er, ſome of the Gentry, mott of the Nobles, and 
all the Beaux Eſprits of that Profeſſion, as they 


call em; that is, the Men of Senſe. For, they | | 


deſpiſe the Bigotry of their Brethren, and go to 
their Publick Aſſemblies, rather in Complaiſance 
to their Parents, Friends, and Kindred, or for 
the ſake of Intereſt, than out of any real Regard; 
for a Religion of ſo young a Date, ſo mean and 
contemptible a Figure, and which is ſhut up 
within ſuch narrow Limits. | i 
They are, in ſhort, ſo bad, or at leaſt grown ſo 
odious at the Court, That the King is quite An. 
ory with em, and reſolved to extirpate them and 
their New-fangl'd Hereſy, out of the Nation. In 
order to this, he proceeds gradually, like a Poli- 
ticianz being not willing to tempt them to a ge- 
neral Revolt, by provoking the whole Party at 
once, andrendring em deſperate. No, no, he's 
cCunninger than to draw a Civil War upon him- 
ſelf and his Kingdom, by giving ſo loud an A- 
larm, to a People who are very Rich, Potent, 
and whoſe Intereſt is much interwoven with that 
of the Catholicks. I believe to ſpeak modeſtly, 
they are able to keep Fifty Thouſand Men ot 
Arms in Pay, as they can contrive the Buſineſs 
among themſelves. Therefore knowing, that 
though the Preachers all profeſs the ſame Religi- 
on, yet every one is not ſo zealous as another in 
defending and propagating it; he has made ſuch 
a Politick Decree, as only touches thoſe particu- 
lar Mollabs (or Miniſters as they call them here) 
who are convicted of Proſelyting any Catholick 
to their Hereſy. Whereby alſo is threaten'd to 
the Catholicks themſelves. who ſhall forſake the 
Religion of their Fathers; perpetual Baniſhment, 
the Loſs of their Right-Hand, which was lifted 
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up in their Abjuration, and other grievous Pe- 


nalties. 7 25 hs | 
In the mean Time, the Biſhops and inferiour 


Priefts are very induftrious to confirm the Ca- 


tholicks in their Native Faith and Obedience, 
and to Convert the Zuguenors from their ſuppoſed 
Errors. I call them ſuppoſed Errors, becauſe it 
is much one to us that are Muſſulmans and Fol- 


lowers of Mahomet, whether one Party of the 


Nazarenes be in the right of it, or t'other. Only 


ue muſt regard the Intereſt of the Ottoman Em- 
pire. They are all equally Hereticks and Infi- 


dels, ſo long as they are Enemies to the Meſſen- 


ger of God, the. Seal of the Prophets. 
He that is the moſt Vigorous, and takes the 


greateſt Pains in Converting the Huguenots, is 


the Biſhop of Meaux; a Man of prodigious Elo- 
quence, Senſe, and Wit. This Age does not af- 


ford his Equal, in the Perfections of the Mind 


and Intellect: He is profoundly Learned, a Man 


of Univerſal Reading, skilful in moſt Languages: 
an Oracle in Philoſophy, Aſtronomy, and the o- 


ther Sciences of Nature. He is the Laureat a- 
mong the Poets, the Crown of Orators; the very 


is true, he is very zealous for the Authority 
and infallible Veracity of rhe Roman Church. But, 
he aſſerts theſe Things with ſo much Grace and 
Moderation; with ſuch a Maſculine Reaſon, and 


D of Human Knowledge. 


with all the Symptoms of a Sincere Piety; That 


Iwho regard no one Sect of the Frauks more than 


another, cannot but admire the Natural Abili- 
ties and Perfect ions of his Soul. He's Learned, as 


Abdel Melec, Muli Omar, at Fez; Pious, as Hebatolla 


Mir Argum, at Cogni in Natolia ; Abſtinent, as Mo- 
bammed, in Arabia; Holy, as the abſtracted Mirma- 


oline, Santone of the Vale of Sidon. A Man every 


ways accompliſh'd, and inſpir'd with Divine Mu- 
nifſcences. 8 Q 
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O Great Baſſa, accuſe me not for this Eulogy 
2 Chriſtian. But let Thou and I, and all Tru ; 
Believers, profit by the beſt Examples, where. thi 
ever, or in whatſoever Religion we find em, je 


whether they be Giaurs or Muſſulmans. l 
ö + 1 th. 
Paris, 13th. of the 8th. Moon, 55 

b of the Tear 1680. 8 | N 5 
„35 ũ ꝙ n! | A 

To the Venerable Mufty. | © 

| In 


_ GO long as thou doft not complain of my tov 
_ 4 frequent Letters, I ſhall not murmur at the 
- Pains of writing them. Tis a Pleaſure thus to 


revolve the Hiſtories. of paſt Ages. And whilſt We U 
1 with my own Hand conſign them to Paper, h. 
they adhere the faſter to my Memory. I ſhould WM 
not be ſorry, if L were to ſpend the Remainder of W @ 
my Days in Epitomizing all the Authentick Re- 5 
cords and Memoirs that are extant in the World, WW ,, 
Such an Exerciſe would be a conftant Relief af .; 
Melancholy by lighting abundance of Flambeaux g 
and Lamps in the Soul, to diſperſe the Miſts and WW 1, 
Darkneſs which naturally make it ſad. I ended u 
my laſt Letter with the Reign of Numa Pompilis W 1 
over the Romans. Who, as if he had made the WW x 
Kingdom 1 to Men of Virtue, 1 x 
was no ſooner dead, but the People elected 7ulwu W + 
Heſtilizs for their King in Conſideration of his 
.  excelleut Endowments and Merits. 3 0 
le inſtructed the Romans in a more perfett Mi- 
 litary Diſcipline, and improv'd the Art of War. 
So that having train'd up the Youth to a wonder- WW .; 
ful Promptneſs and Skill in Arms, he ventur'd to 


ſend a Defiance to the Abans, and invade _ 
4 1 | DOI ED ex- 
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Territories, tho they were a ſtout People, and 


| who had Lorded it a long time in Italy. But 
8 when many Battels had been Fought between 
them, with equal Damage to both ſides; at 
1 one to put an End to the War, and make the 
Lo 

they mutually agreed to decide the Victory by a 
Combat of Three Brothers on one fide, againſt 
as many en the other. Thoſe on the Roman part 
vere call'd Horatii; the Alban Brothers, Curlatii. 
I be Fight was Fair and Dubious, and had an 
Admirable Event: For all the Three Curiatii 
were Wounded, and Two of the Foratii Killed. 
So that it ſeemed difficult to deter mine which 
had the Advantage 5 One ſound and untonch'd 


es of the Vanquiſhed more Compendious, 


Roman, or Three faint and weaken'd Albans © 


However, the ſurviving Horatius not preſuming 
too much on his own Strength againſt ſuch an 
Unequal Number of Enemies, added Policy to 
his Courage, and made uſe of this Stratagem : - 


He counterfeited a Flight, that ſo he might 


| ſeparate his Adverſar ies, and: Engage with them 
| Singly, one after another, aocording as they o- 
vertook him. His Plot took, and he Vanquiſh'd 
all Three. But he ſullied his Victory with the 
Blood of his Siſter; whom at his Return he Kil- 
led, becauſe ſne met him not with Joy and Tri- 
umph, but with Grief and Tears, for the Loſs of 


her Spouſe, who was one of the Three Alban- 


| Brethren, He was call'd in queſtion for the Bloody 


Fact: But his Merit ſuperſeded his Crime, and 


the Fact which would at another time have coſt 
him his Head, now ſerved but to Augment his 


Glory. 5 


Not long after this, there broke out a War 
between the Romans and the Fidenates, a People 

of Latium, or Toſcany. The Albans, according to 

their late League, were obliged to Aid the K- 
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mans in their Wars. Wherefore they ſent Auxili- 
. ary Forces, under the Command of Metius Tufe- 
tis. But this Captain prov'd Treacherous ; For, 
Juſt as the Two Armies were going to enter into 
Battel, he withdrew his Albans to the Top of an 

Hill ; where they. ſtood Neuters, to behold the 


Fortune of the Fight, that ſo they might join the 


Strongeſt Party. Which, when Jullus perceiv'd, 
he politickly cried out with a loud Voice, in the 
Hearing of both Armies, That Metius had done this 
by bis Command. Then the Romans took Courage; 
and their Enemies being ftruck with Terrour, 
were ſoon Routed and Overcome. After which 
the Roman King cauſed the Traytor Metius Tufe- 
tius to be tied with Cords to Two Chariots, and 
- torn in Pieces by Wild Horſes. He alſo ruin'd, 


and quite Demoliſh'd Aba; not looking on that 


City now, as the Parent, but the Rival of Rome. 
However, he firſt tranſported to Rome all the 
Riches of Alba, with the Inhabitants ; that ſo 
that City might not ſeem to periſh, but only to 
remove its Situation, and be Incorporated with 
Rome. | 


the Grandchild of Numa, by his Daughter. He 
inherited his Qualities alſo, as well as his Blood. 
He encompaſs'd the City with Walls, and joyn'd 
the Banks of Tyber, which ran through the Mid- 
dle of it, with a Bridge. He likewiſe built the 
Port 0ſtio, juſt by the Mouth of the River, where 
it lows into the Sea planting there a Colony of 
Romans, as if he had then Preſag'd what after- 
wards came to paſs; That the Merchandizes of 
the World ſhould be brought in thither, as in- 
to the Maritime Store-Houle of the City deſtin d 
to conquer all Things. „%%% wy Cage 
Him ſucceeded 7arquinzzs, afterwards ſurnam'd 
Priſcus, He was of Foreign Extraction, yet ons 
=” 5 | | tain 


Ancus Marcius ſucceeded Tullus Hoſtilias, being 
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tain'd the Sovereignty by his Elegance and Wit. 
For, being the Son of Lucumo, à Corinthian, who 
abandon'd his Country, and fled into Toſcany, 
| where he was made King; this Tarquinizs, poliſh- 
| ing his Greek Nature with Italian Arts, inſinuated 
| { far with the Romans, that they choſe him for 
their King. He augmented the Number of Se- 
| nators, and added Three Hundred Soldiers to 
| the Troops that were already eſtabliſh'd: Which 
| was all he durſt do, in Regard Attius Navius, an 
| Aupur, in High Requeſt among the Romans, had 
| forbid any greater Number to be added. Theſe 
| Augurs were a ſort of Diviners, who foretold 
| Things to come. from the Chirping, Flying, 
Feeding, and other Actions of Birds. Tarquinius 
| one Day ask'd this Attius Navius, Whether the 
| Thing could poſſibly be done, which he had then thought 
| upon? The Augur conſulting his Art, anſwer'd, 
| It myht be done. Then ſaid the King, I was conſi- 
| dering whether I could cut this Whet-ſtone with a Ra- 
zor. Jes, ou ma); rephed Attius. And the King 
did it. From that Time, the College of Augurs, 
felt Founded by Romulus, was had in Sacred E- 
ſteem by the Romans. I ſhould have call'd them 
the Triumvirate of Augurs; for, there were but 
Three at firſt, one out of every Tribe. But Ser- 
vius Tullius, the next King, added a Fourth, 
Theſe were all Nobles. But afterwards, they 
were increas'd to Nine; and laſt of all, to Fif- 
teen, in the Dictatorſhip of Silla. 
To return to Tarquinius : He was no leſs proſ- 
perous in War, than in Peace; for, he ſubdued 
Twelve Cities of the Toſcans, with the Territo- 
ries belonging to them. He invented Robes, and 
Enſigns of State; the Ivory-Seats of Chariots, 
wherein the Senators were carried to the Coun- 
cil ; the Gold-Rings, and Magnificent Horſe- 
Trappings, which were. given to the Roman 
3 „ Knights, 
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Knights, as Badges of Honour: Alſo, the Pur. 
ple and Scarlet-Robes; the Triumphal Chariot 
of Gold; the Painted Phrypian Robe, worn by a 

Victorious General, when he celebrated a Tri. 
umph : With many other Ornaments, and Pub- 
lick Decorations, to ſet forth the Majeſty and 
Grandeur of the Roman State. ied 

Tarquinius being mortallf wounded, his Wife 
Tanaquil perſuaded the People, that all was well 
with him; that his Wounds were not dangerous; 
that he was only laid in a Slumber, and that ina 
little Time they ſhould ſee him well again : In 
the mean' while, ſhe ſaid, it was his Will and 


Pleaſure, that they ſhould obey Servius Tullius, a Wl 


Favourite of hers; who would adminiſter Juftice, 
and govern the People wiſely, during the King's 
pp oa 
This Servius Tullius was the Son of a Prince in 
Tatium; who being kill'd in a Battel with the Ro- 


mans, his Wife was carried Captive to Rome; 


and being preſented to Queen Tanaquzl, liv'd free 
from Servitude, under her Protection: And, be- 


ing with Child, was deliver'd of Servius Tullius, - 


in TenaquiFs Palace. The Queen took a Singular 
Fancy to the Noble Infant, and gave him Royal 
Education; preſaging from a Flame which ſhe 
ſaw environing his Head, that he would be a Fa- 
mous Man in Time. *Twas for this Reaſon ſhe 
rſuaded the People to receive him as the King's 
ubſtitute, or Deputy, for a while: Not doub- 
ting, but that after they had tafted the Sweet- 
neſs. of his Government, and the Death of Ja- 
quin ſhould be known, they would eaſily ſubmit 


to him, as Tarquin's Succeſſor. Her Stratagem had 


_ its defired Effect: For, Servius Tullius improv'd 
his Time ſo well in pleafing the People, that the 
Kingdom, which he obtain'd by Craft, was ac- 
knowledg'd by all, as due to his Meritsand Vir- 
e N tues. 
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tes. He firſt brought the People of Rome under 
an Aſſeſſment, whereby every Man's Eſtate was 
yalu'd; He divided them into Claſſes, Wards, 
| and Colleges. And the Commonwealth was 
brought into ſuch Order, by the Exquifite Poli- 
cy of this Wiſe King, that the Difference of eye- 
ry Man's Patrimony, Dignity, Age, Trade, and 


Office, was Regiſter'd in Publick Tables; 
Which render'd the Oeconomy of this Great 
State as regular and eaſy, as that of a Private 
| Family, or Houſe. 5 3 
The laſt of all the Kings, was Tarquinius, Sur- 
namꝭd the Proud, for the Moroſe and Diſdainful 
Haughtineſs of his Temper. He married the 
Daughter of Serbius Tullius, in hopes of Succeed- 
ing in the Kingdom. But he not having Patience 
to wait for the natural Death of his Father: in- 
Law, hired Ruffians to Murder him, and then 
ſeiz' d upon the Kingdom by Violence. Neither 
did he govern the State with leſs Wicked neſs and 
| Cruelty, than that by which he obtain'd it: For, 
he denied Burial to his Murder'd Father-in-law ; 
Saying, That be defery'd not better Uſape than Ro- 
nuns, who periſh'd without a Sepulckre, He alto 
flew the Chiefs of the Nobles, whom he ſilpect- 
td to be of Servius's Intereſt. And his Wife Tul 
lia was as bad as he: For, as ſoon as ſhe had fa- 
luted her Husband by the Title of K ing, 4he 
caus'd her ſelf to be driven in a Chariot over the 
Dead Carcaſe of her Father. Both of them ex- 
ercis d Great Cruelty, and maſſacred many of 
the Senators. But the Pride of Jarguin was in- 
folerable to all. Till, at Length, when he had 
ſpent enough of his Rage at Home, he turn'd 15 
aga inſt his Foreign Enemies Abroad; and took 
many Strong Towns in Lam. However, not, 
withſtanding all his Vices, he gave che World 
this Proof of his Picty ; That ont of the Spoils 
| \ Whkch 


Laſt, ſhe charg'd Brutus and Collatinus, Ty 


greſs of the Roman State, under the Government 


hend the moſt Memorable Events of Peace an 
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which he took from his Enemies, he rais'd Mony, 
and finiſh'd therewith the Temple of 'Fupjrer i 

the Capitol, which his Father Tarquinius Prius 
had begun. The Story ſays, That, as they ver, 
Laying the Foundations of this Temple, the 
found the Head ofa Man; which they interyr:. 
ted as a Good Omen, That Rome ſhould bet; 
Seat ofa Vaſt Empire, and Miſtreſs of the whd 
Earth; as it afterwards came to paſs, 
The People of Rome bore with the Prideq 

- Farquin, but would not bear with the Luft aul 
Tyranny of his Sons; one of which raviſh'd 1» 

eretia, a Woman of Admirable Beauty and Vir. 
tue. The Chaſte Matron, expiated the Diſzrace 
by Stabbing her ſelf: And, as ſhe breath'd he: 


<< 


&S@ ct 


Princes, to revenge her Cauſe. Wherefore they 
ftir'd up the People to aſſert their Liberty, aul 
abrogate the Kingly Government: Which na 
as readily done, as mention d. And here was at 
Endl put to the Tyranny of Kings. „ 
In my Next Iwill relate the Increaſe and Pro 


a &5 = — ry — — 4 


of Conſuls, and Emperors : Which will compte. 


War, even to the Cataftrophe of the Empire. 


of the Tear 1680. ; bz 
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3242 LET T-ERAV, : 
To Orchan Cabet, Student in the Sciences, 
and Penſioner to the Sultan. N 
Bout the Soul: That's the Thought I'm up- 

on. That's the Word I'm going to write. 
Whether it ſhall, after the grand Divorce from 
the Body, go to Heaven or Hell (as they are 
commonly repreſented ) or whether it ſhall not 
rather be more happily or miſerably diſpos'd of: 
| Or, if leſs, yet at leaft in a more proportionate 
Order of Eternal Juftice. Methinks, I tafte and 
feel the Original Meaning of the Word Nemeſis : 
Which, though it paſs for Primitive Greek among 
the moſt Learned of-the Weſtern Scholars, yet L 
can prove it to be a Phenician Derivative from the 
Chineſe. And I can demonſtrate likewiſe, that it 
is full of Myſteries _ V 
Every Syllable of it, is Sacred and Myſterious, 

as the hene ene. Cekel &pyharun of Beliſchat- 
zar. Numeravit, Numeravit, Appendit, Diviſft. That's 
the Senſe of it. So are Words become the E- 
ternal Mind. ors] . 

The very Letters which compoſe Words (I 
ſhould have ſaid the Syllables firſt, in good Man- 
ners) are all the Products of the Mathematicks; 
{ I mean, of the Original Science; not of thoſe 
paultry Fragments, Scraps, and Offals, that are 
taught in Schools and Academies: Such as the 
Elements of Euclid, the Rudiments of Alpebra, 
benazer, Ki-fiud, or any other Learned Pen. 
There's ſomething more within the Verge of Hu- 
man Science, than what has been divulg'd hither- 
to in the World; or at leaft, more than what is 
now extant, and has eſcap'd the Ruin of Fires, 
Floods, Earthquakes,” and the Jaws of all- devou- 
ring Tine. N Learned 


— 
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Learned Oroban, I will not be prolix : but an. 
ſwer me one Queſtion about the Soul. Can 
thou believe the Stories of the Prieſts concery. 
ing Purgatory, Hell, and the two other Lin. 
bos? Haſt thou Faith enough to ſwallow th: 
ridiculous Figments of the Book entituled gu. 
culum Exemplorum; a Tra&@ ſo highly celebrate 
and magnified among the Superſtitious Nazareyz 
ef the Roman Church? Believe me, theſe Dy. 
&rins are the pure Effects of Anthropomorphiſn, 
or the Religion of thoſe who repreſent God un. 
der the Form of a Mortal Man. For they, 
poor Souls, are ſo incapable of riſing above tl; 
groſs and Earthly Thought, that they even pte. 
tume to draw and point the Effigies of the E. 
ternal Divinity, which has no Figure or Reſen- 
blance. They pourtray him like a very Old 
Man, with Grey Hairs on his Head and Beard; 
and then they ſet the Idol up in Temples; to be 
ador'd. The rude and ignorant Vulgar date 
not contraditt their Guides, whom they reveie 


as Oracles. They bow before the. ſacred Va. 


' nity, paying Divine Honours to the Work of 
Human Art. Thus Superſtition and Error ſpread 
Abroad, and take firm Root in the World. 
From hence the duller Part of Men derive their 
Notions of Man's Sou. 
They cannot conceive how it ſhould ſubſit 
after Death, without juſt ſuch a Body of Fleſh 
and Blood, as it has in this Life: And yet they 
contradict that very Opinion, by aſſerting, that 
it cannot have ſuch a Body till the General Re- 
furrection; whilſt at the ſame time they aſſert, 
That it ſhall enjoy all the Pleaſures, or ſuffer 
all the Pains, which none but Corporeal Being 
ute capable of. Doubtleſs, the Infidels are in- 
. roly'd in a Labyrinth of Hereſies. 
We Mortats know not the State of Departe! 
: 3 8 Souls; 
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Souls ; whether they g⁰ upwards or downwards? 


5 to the Eaſt or Wett, North or South. We are 
n. {Mvbolly ignorant of the Climates wherein the 
„ eſſed and the Damn d are ſeparately diſpos'd 

1 of, Perhaps the Doctrin of Tranſmigration, 

e anght by Tytbagaras, Empedocles, and all the 
„atem Indians, may be true: From which Be- 
„ef, few Muſfulmans do diſſent. Or it may be, 


we ſhall as the Gentile Poets wrote myſteriouſly, 


3 fall into Lethe's Lake, into the Region of Forget— 
7 fulneſs,” Where we ſhall be, as though we'd never 
been. This is the Souls unactive State, if any 
« ch tliere be in Nature for an Incorporea! Spirit. 
F. ind then the Millinaries or Chiliaſts among the 
m. Chriſtians may be much i'th Right on't, Who 
1M naght the Sleep ſof the Soul until the Reſurrecti- 
1. on. Indeed, in my Opinion, this Life it ſelt, 
e rberein we think our ſelves ſo much Awake; to 
rel Hear, See, Taſte, Smell, Feel, and Revel in the 
ae Pleaſures of the Univerſe; is but a Dream or 
Trance: A grand” Deliquium of the Soul: The 
of Univerſal Apoplexy of Human Nature. For 
u the true Genuine Life is only to be found Above, 
du. Tin the pure Regions of the Air, or more refined 
er kies: or if not there, at leaſt and loweſt Rate, 
in the ſuperlative Heights beyond the Stars, re- 
at note: from narrow and polluted Matter, where 
1 erfect Eſſences do bask Eternally in the Grand 
Halo of the God-head; or Shroud. and Cool 
1: themſelves under the ſhady Trees of Paradiſe, 
Whoſe Roots ſpring from the deep Abyſſes of 
Eternity; and are waſhd by Springs and Streams. 


warbling along the verdant Banks of ſweet Chi- 

gehe, and elegant Borders of the Groves in Eden. 

Such are the Pleaſures, which God, the Foun- 

tam of Munificence, is pleaſed to treat his Crea- 

tures with. He ſtud ies to Regale his Favourites, 

zich infinite Beatitudes, 
Mold ooo e e Th exe 
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There are in Paradiſe, Rivers, broad and long 
as the Danube, Volga, Niger, Nilus or any other 
noted Current upon Earth. Their Streams run 
all with Honey, Wine, and Milk, or more deli. 
cious Liquors, if any ſuch there be. 
They are not deep, that timorous Men need 
fear to Drown themſelves; yet deep enough for 
foreign Earthly Souls to Wein in Everlaſting 
Pleaſures. Moreover, thou knoweſt the Saying 
of the Prophet; Ibat we ſhall bave Women there, 
whoſe Beauty no Painters Art can e re expreſs ; who 


ſhall not plance 4 look upon another Man beſide their 


own. Women, whoſe. Beauty. ſhall exceed the 
Luſtre of Diamonds, Rubies, Hyacinths, and 
_ whatſoever is precious in the Eaſt. 
He promiſes likewiſe, That we ſhall be ſtretch'4 
out at perfect Eaſe, on ſtately Beds, under Pavilions 
of Mpnifick Structure. Where Pages fair and beau- 
tifnl as Pearls, ſhall wait upon us; whilft Gen- 
_ tle Zephirs fan the ambient Air, with their Im- 
mortal Breezes, making a ſoft and grateful Sound 
among the Leaves and Boughs of thoſe tall Ver- 
dant Copſes, Woods, and Thickets, which are 
planted here and th-re throughout the Fields of 
Prall ͤ on rt oyiliiicc. 
O orcban! by all theſe Allegories we are to 
under ſtand the Supreme Felicity of V irtuous 
Souls, who. die in Faith and Love. This is a 
certain Rule; That, whatſoever is pleaſant and 4- 
preeable to any Good Man upon Earth, ſball be either 
23 augmented, in Specie, or improv'd by an 
infinitely more pleaſant Change in Heaven. So that 
no Man that dies well, can pothbly be baulk d of 
His ite Happe. 
Shall 1 diſcourſe frankly and after the manner 
of Friends? I think, when Atropos has done her 
Buſineſs and ours, when ſhe has cut the Thread 
of Earthly Life; Our Souls will then . as 
| | rom 
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from a tedious Slumber mix'd of Joys and Griefs, 
of Fears and Hopes, Pleaſures and Pains. And 
we ſhall ſoon experiment the Truth of all our 
anxious Forecaſts, Every Man ſhall be diſpos'd 
of, according to his Rank in the Heraldry of Fate. 
will not preſume to calculate particularly, 
where or how : Only in general, this is my 
Faith, T hat there are Paradiſes of all Sorts and 
Degrees prepar'd with exquiſite Proportion for 
the various Kinds of Men: And Hell's as accu- 
tately fitted and equally adjuſted, for the Puniſh- 
ment of the Wicked, to We Claſs or Or- 
der. For it appears to me a grand Solceciſm, a 
perfect Blunder in Divinity and Reaſon, to aſ- 
ſert or imagine, That as ſoon as the Breath is 
out of the Body, our Souls muſt either ſwiftly 
poſt through all the Elements and Orbs Above, 
and in a Moments time be ſeated in the Cælum 
Empyræum; or elſe muſt tumble head-long, in an 
Inftant, to the loweſt Hell. Methinks, if I were 
to go upwards, I would tarry by the Way, 
and divert my ſelf awhile in the upper Region 
of Serene and Balmy Air; there to Converſe With 
courteous Dæmons, and perhaps with Souls of 
Gegntile Old Philoſophers and Poets. I would 
enquire at leaſt for Orpheus, Homer, Virgil, Ovid, 
and Lucretius ; for Pindar, Epictetus, and by the bye 
for Sappho. I ſhou'd be ambitious alſo to ſee or 
hear of Pythagoras, Plato, Plotinus, Porphyry, and 
ſome other of the Grecian Sages. Neither would 
I forget the Name of any renowned Wiſe Man of 
paſt Ages; for I think the Earth has born but 
few of late, that deſerve to be mention'd.But above 
all, I ſhould be diligent and curious to find out 
the Thrice-great Hermes, Father of Wiſdom and 
Science. *Tiz Ten to One, but I ſhou'd viſit 
. gh) a Bottle of = Beloved Cam- 

, :adine, if he has any there, 
OT” | 4c When 
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When I had thus refreſh'd my ſelf in the 74. 
*a4iſes of this Sublunary World, 1 wou'd take my 
 Conge, and travel to the Orb of the Moon. [ 
wou'd kiſs the Hand of Menarchus who rules al 
the Inhabitants, of that Planet. If I found him 
2 a, good Humour, I would humbly beg his 
Pardon, and interceds for the . filly Arcadia, 
who boaſted Ibat their Country. was Older than th: 
Moon. I wou'd repreſent their: Caſe as fayour. 
ably as I cou'd; putting him in Mind, That 
they were only a Company of poor ignorant 
Shepherds, who firſt broacht that Blaſphemouz 
Jibel; and that their Nation is quite ext nct on 
Earth : therefore they are not worthy of his 
forther Revenge or Anger; fince every  Arca- 
ian Who lad aſſerted this in his Life-time, has 
for his Penance, been forc'd to dig in the Mines. 
ef the Nloon, from the Hour of his Death. Per. 
haps theſe poox, Fellows might fare the better 
for my. Apology ; Who knows? But, if I found 
that my Reguelt was granted, and theſe unfor-. 
tnnate- Arcadigns being releas'd from the Sub- 
Grnthian-Dungeons, were permitted to teturn 
to Earth agaia; I wou'd:charge them, to have, 
2 Care hoy they affronted ſuch a Potent Neigh-, 
bour next Time, 15 | : 
Having done ſo good a. Work, I wow'd flip 
through-ths Orb of Mercury a3 nimbly as I could, 
left that cunning. Thief ſhou'd ſteal, the Teeth 
aut of my Head. And juſt paying my Reſpetts 
ro Lady henus en paſſant, I would ſhut my Eyes, 
and glide in a Trice through the. ſcorching, 


| Sphere of the Sun. As for Mars, Fupiter, and Sa- 


turn, I have nothing to do with em. But what 
Work wou'd I make with the Beaſts and 
VMVonſters of the 8th Sphere? I'd cer- 
*. Acins, tainly fleece the * Ran, and make 
+ Taurus. the 24 


44 * i 


Bull run, mad. If I pass d by. 
=”: the 
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the + Twins in Pity. I'd eat the 4 Gemini. 
Crab for a Viaticum. © The Shell I'd || Cancer. 
throw to the * Hen to ſtop his * Leo. 
Mouth; leſt he ſhou'd ſerve. me in 
the ſa me manner. But what a confounded Stop 
and Pauſe ſhou'd I make when I -, 
came to the Virgin? What Qualms  Virge. 

of Love ſhou'd 1 have? Till wetgh--  _ 
ing her in the Balance of Reaſon, I Libra. 

| ſhou'd find her too light. And ſhou'd 

| rather venture on the Scorpion: But Scorpio. 
Id firſt charm him with the My: 

| fterious Verſicle of the Alcoran: And'to make 
| ſure of him, I'd pray for Noah and all his Po- 
| fterity, according to the Old Rule of the Ara- 
| bians : And then I might ſafely paſs by, without 
being ſtung. Had raſh Phaeton been acquainted 
with theſe Secrets, when he drove the Chariot 
of the Sun fo madly, he might have rid over the 
Korpion, without danger of Burning the World. 
| Neither had hie been Thunder- ſtruck by Supi- 
ter, and Drown'd in the River Po, nor his poor 
Sifters been turn'd into Poplars. However, as he 
fell out of the Coach-Box, he drop'd = 
his Turbant on the Frontiers of Sagi- Sagitarius. 
%; which I would take up toſhield 
from the Shafts of that ſpightful Ar- 

cher. As for Capricorn, he's a good Capricor- 
harmle(s Monſter; and any Body 1238. 

may Paſs by him without Danger. 


Then I'd quench my Thirſt with 4- Aquarius 
quarizs, after eating the Crab, and 
ſo prepare fox another Banquet on. 
ma. ET” „ 
I thou thinkeſt, Jam too much 
in jeſt with the Heavenly Signs, I tell thee there 
i nothing in Nature more Ridiculous than theſe 
I fittitious Forms and Names achgn'd them by the 
N Abien Post,, K 5 He. 
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. my Soul bes ins to he tird with thus 
purſuing thoſe Beaſts of the Sky. S0 I'll put an 
End to the Chace, wiſhing thee. and my ſelf a 


Repoſe: For it is ore an * Haue Paſt 
idnight. Adieu. 


Paris; 17th. of ibe ioth. Moo, 
of the Near 1680. : 


ä 
— * — 


LETTER v. 


To Hamet, Reis] Effendi, agel Secre- 
tary of the Ottoman Empire. 


JF. thou wilt turn o ofen the Regiſter of the Em. 
pire, thou wilt ſome of my Letters, 
wherein I. have deſcrib'd the City of Venice, ac- 
cording to the Beſt information I had from Ad- 
nai, a Few, Reſiding there as a. Private, Agent 
for the Grand Signior. Therefore, avoiding all 
Particularities concerning the Incredible Mag- 
nificence of the Palaces, Te emples, Rag EA Col- 
jeges, and other Publick Buildings; where no- 
thing is to be ſeen, but Marble, Jaſper, Porphy- 
ry, Silver, Gold, and other Precious Ornaments, 
which every. Where dazzle the Eyes of Strangers: 
Lill only take Notice of ſuch. Things relating to 

this City and Republick, as L formerly omitted. 
The Venetians- poi: ſeveral moſt Ample, 
Rich, and Flouriſhing, Cities in Italy; beſides 
Ahbundance.of. Smaller Towns, Caſtles, and For- 
treſſes. The Names or thoſe Cities which are of 


Chiefeſt Note, are, Berp amo, Crema, Brixia, hero- 


nz, Trent, Aquileia, Vicenza, Padua, and Ierviſo. As 
for the Towns, th:y are too many to inſert in a 
Letter. erty 

Towards the North of their City, they are 


= Makers of zImoſt all Friuli; ; with Aria, EP 
the 


— "I 
- 
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the Utmoſt Province of ah, on that Side. They 


are alſo Lords of the Greateſt Part of Dalmatia, _ 
with the Ifles belonging to it. In the Mouth of 
the Adriatick Sea, they poſſeſs Corfu,. Cephalonia, 
Zante, Cerigo; with many more of Leſs Note. 
Not to ſpeak of Candia, ſo well know n to the Muſ- 


ſulmans. 7 


From all theſe Territories, the Republick has a 
Yearly Income of Two Milions in Gold: Which 
is not treaſur'd up for any long Time, but is em- 
ploy'd in the Publick Expences; as in Maintain- 
ing Military Forces, by Sea and Land in Buil- 
ding and Rigging up their Fleets; in Raiſing and 
Repairing Forts and Caſtles: in Paying the Sti- 


pends of Magiſtrates, and Publick Miniſters; 
with other Expences, too tedious to be nam d. 


They have other Ways to raiſe money in Ex- 
traordinary Caſes; as in Time of War, or tlie like. 
For, then they double or treble the Taxes, and 
Tythes, and Impoſts. And all are liable to an- 


ſwer the Demands of the Republick; the Noble, 


as well as the Vulgar. Neither do they ſeem 
unwilling, when the Extream Necelhties of the 
State require it. But, if this be not ſufficient to 
defray the the Publick Charges; then the Ma- 
giſtrates, and Publick Miniſters, are oblig'd to 
wait for their Salaries and Stipends, till the Com- 
mon-wealth is in a Condition to pay them. They 
alſo at ſuch a Time, are uſed to lell che Places 
of Great Truft and Honour to the Nobles; who 
at other Times, enjoy them Gratis, as a Reward 
of their Merits. 3535 | Z 
If all this will not not do the BufineG, and they 
find themſelves reduc'd to great Extremities; 


then they borrow of Private Ferſons, ſuch Sums as 


they wat, on the Publick Faith. And if any 
Wealthy Citizen refuſe, or appeac unwilling co 
le. d his Money, they uſe Force and Vi-lence ; 

5 2500 Selzing 
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Seizing hi; Goods, whether Moveable, or Immove- 
able, and ſell them for Ready Mony. At the ſame 
Time, the Republick declares her ſelf a Debtor to 
theſe Men; and pawns her Faith te pay them, with 
Intereſt, aſter a certain Number ef Vears, or when 1 
the War is finiſh'd, according as-ſhe is able. And p. 
that which is moſt admirable is, that all this i; tl 
done without. the leaſt Tumult or Sedition, or C 


FP 0A DVoVNwHa 


any Exterior Symptoms of Diſcontent. Nay, 1 
This Peeple are ſo prompt and ready to aſſiſt the t. 
State in ſuch. Exigences, that it is common for 5 
many of the Nobles, and Wealthy Citizens, to W 
make a Voluntary Fender of their Money to the I; 
Senate :, And, Some will ſell their Plate, of their 
own. Accord; with alt theirs Wives Jewels, and 1 
other Ornaments; turning them into. Money, > 
kar the Service of the Commen-wealth. = I 
' Beſides, Not only the Inhabitants of Venice cons Ml 
Tribute thus to the Publick Treaſury, but alſo v 
the other Cities and Towns under their Juriſ- a 
4;&tions each according to their Ability. There; 7 
fore-it matters not much, whether the Republick C 
have any Bank of Money by her, or no; {ſince Cc 
der Private SubjeRs are rich enough, and ſhe can m 
make uſe oftheir Wealth, without any Difficulty, 0 
vr Il Conſęquences, when- ever ſhe has Occaſion. 
As for the Strength, and Military Forces of the U 
Venetiant, it may. be ſaid, That there is ſcarce a I 
Prince in Europe, Who bag. Better and Larger It 
Fortifications than this Republick., To defend f. 
i; hich and all her other Poſſeſſions, ſne makes ule g 
f the Inhabitants ; every Province being oblig'd 
w ſurniſh o many Thouſand Souldiers, as are ſuf- 1 
cient to fill the, Garriſons, and guard the Coun- t 
{ry ftrom Forreign Invaſion. Thus, in the, Pro- b 
vince of Lo nbardy alone, there are Twenty Five ti 
"houſan4 Foot kept conſtantly in Arms, Beſides 0, 
ele, in Time of War they raiſe Extraordinary I 2 


"Is. 


Armies, both in their own Territories, and in 
| Germany,or among the Swiſs-Cantons : From whi 
Laft, they generally have an Aid of Thirty or 


Five and Thirty Thouſand Mercenaries: Who 


are partly beftow'd on Board their Fleet, and 
partly in theix-Forts and Caſtles ; whilſt ſome of 
them guard the Bridges, and other Paſſes of the 


Country. As for the Cavalry of. this Common- 
wealth, it is very ſmall and inconſiderable for 
their Number: But being, moſt of them the 
Sons of Nobles, they are valued for their Blood; 
which inſpires them with Heroick Reſolution and 
Rae - ff VV 
When they are to wage War by Land, they 


uſually invite ſome Foreign, Petty Prince, to be 


Generaliſſimo of their Armies: Him they en- 


dear with moſt Ample Gifts and Honours; gi- 


ving him Two Senators for his Collegues, Men 
who have been Signally Faithful and Service- 
able to the Common-wealth. Theſe are call'd Pro; 
veditori, or Superviſors-General, Without, whoſe 
Conſent, and Approbation, this Generaliſhmo 
cannot Give Battel, or do any Thing elſe of Mo- 
ment, from which the Common-wealib may re- 
et, e g ou ini 

1 forbear to ſpzak of the Arſenal of Venice 
which js one of the Wonders of the Werld ; in 
regard I have already. given a. Deſcription of 
it to the Miniſters of the Port in one of my 
former Letters, which thou wilt find Re- 
oO ES „ 
Illuſtrious Scriba, I aim at Brevity in all my 


Diſpatches, that I may not weary out thy Pa- 


tience: But ſometimes my Subject carries m2 
beyond my Limits; other wiſe I ſhould be forc d 
to conclude ſom2 of my Letters in the midſt 


ofa Relation, which in my Opinion looks like 


There- 


a Borch. 


— * 
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Therefore to avoid this Soleciſm, 1 muſt ry 
cloſe up . 4 layer till I have given thee n em 
Account whit Rites and Ceremonies are usd i 
pics of Venice. Which take as fol. 
The Day of Election being appointed, all the 
vielen Senators that are Thirty Years of Age, 
meet gether in the Palace, Where the Gates 
being ir, an Urn or Cheft is placd in the Mig. 
dle 0 the "Aﬀembly. Into which are thrown 25 
= any little Balls, as there be Senators preſent, 
heſe Balls are of Two Colours: For, Thirty of 
hem are Gilt, the Reſt are White. Every one 
the Senators takes a Ball out of the Urn. Thok 
who get the Thirty Gilt Ones are carried into 
| another Conclave 3 whilſt thoſe who have the 
White Ones, remain in the ſame Place. In the 
Second Conclave is alſo plac'd an Urn, into which 
Thirty Balls are caft. Among Which Nine are 
ilt, the Reſt White. Thoſe who get the Nine 

| Gilt ones, name Forty Men, who are call'd, E- 
lectorſ b ny the firſt Election. Theſe Forty Men, throw 
| 12 Urn Forty Balls; of which Twelve are 
Gilt, the Reſt White. Thoſe who fo the 


Twelve Gilt Balls, are call'd, Electors of the Se- 
cond Election: For they name Five and wenty 
other Men. Theſe Five and Twenty, throw in- 
to the Urn Five and Twenty Ba 3, of Which 
Nine are Gilt, and they who get them are call d 
Electors of the Third Election. For theſe name 
One and Forty, Men, in whoſe Power it is to 
Create a Duke or Prince of the Republick. And 


they do it after this manner: 


They chuſe from among - phidmſetres Three 
Senators more Venerable than the Relr, whom 
5 they call the Chiefs of the Co; gregaion, aud Two 


. cretar ies. Then there remain Six aad Thir. 


ty, whe give in their Votes aſter this manner 
ng | * he 


em 
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The Three Chiefs ſit in ſo many Seats, more 
minent than the Reſt: Then the Secretaries 
call, the Six and Thirty others in Order before 
them, where every, one Throws into a Box, in 
Preſence of the Chiefs, à little piece of Wood, on 
which, is written the Name of him whom be 
would have to be Duke. Then every one of the 
Six and Thirty, retires to his Place: Whilſt the 
Secretaries read the Schedules before the Chiefs. 


And as many as they find there nam'd for Dukes, 


ſo many new Schedules do they make. Theſe 
are thrown promiſcuouſly into a Cap, or Bonnet; 
from whence after a ſhake or Two, to mingle 
em, tliey are drawn out, and laid in order on a 
Table. But before they draw em all out, the 
Firft Schedule is read; and he whoſe. * ins iS 


written on it, is bid to go into the next Conclave. - 


Then the Chiefs of the Congregation, as they're 
called, ask the Reft, If any Body there can object 


«7 * 9 1 


againft the Election of this Man? For if they 
can, and he does not give a Satisfactory Anſwer, 
he is excluded from all Poſſibility of being Duke. 


But if he acquits himſelf well, he is acknowledg- 
ed, and has the Ducal Crown put on his Head. 
The preſent Duke of Venice is the Hundred and 


* * * * * * incluſively from Paulutius Anafeſtus, 
the Firſt that ever had that Honour; being E- 


lected in the City Zeraclea, in the Vear 697 of 


the Chriſtians Hejirg. 


ny by « 


The Venetians are in all their Actions very 


Grave, uſing few Words, eſpecially when they 


are at Tablz. If they are not ſo lively and in- 
ventive as ſome other People of tal, yet they 
perform all Things with mature Deliberation 


and Judgmeat z which is the Cauſe, That their 
Affairs for the moir part ſucce<d very happily. 


Ihe Italians have a Common By-word current 
among them, That the Venetians are Magnificent, 


_ Crafty, 


* 
ih 
L 

{ 
* 
* 
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Crafty, and Diſcreet ; Thoſe of Verona, are ſtu- 


dious and faithful; Thoſe of Padua, light and 
fickle 5- Thoſe of Vicenza, revengeful. Again they 
ſay, the-Venetians bring Meny; Terviſo, Swords; 
and Brixia, Pioneers to the Wars. And that the 
_ Venetians are good Seamen; the Paduans, good 
Horſemen ; and-thoſe of Bergamo, excellent at an 
Z T iy 
Of 'the Women they have another Proverh, 
That thoſe of Crema are fraudulent; they of 
- Vicenza, conftant; they of Venice, proud and in- 
ſolent; they of Verona, gracious; thoſe of Byixia, 
diligent: Thoſe of Terviſo, jealous ; and thoſe of 
_ Bergamo, crafty. They ſay likewiſe, that Berga- 
mo, has many Slanderers ; Padua, many good Sol. 
_ diers; Vicenza. many Counts; and Brixia, many 
_ 'obdurate-Miſers. s. 9 
- Courteous Miniſter, thou wilt bear, 1 Hope, 
with my tediouſneſs in diſcourſing of this Great 
Republiek. Which cannot be handled in a few 
——_—_— 8 
As to the manner of their Government, it is 
admirably mild and gentle, wiſe and juſt, ſeeking 
Peace, but not reſuſing War, when they have a 
juſt Provocation. It is worthy of any Mans Con- 
nhderation, how this Commonwealth has ſtood 
firm and-unſhaken for above Twelve Hundred 
Vears, amidſt ſo many Cruel Wars, and Potent 
Enemies; ſo that her Subjects, if they be com- 
Par'd with others, may be ſaid to enjoy the Gol- 
den Age, ſince they: live in continual Eaſe and 


Franquility, enereaſing daily in Riches, Ho- 


nours, and every kind of Proſperity. 5 
This is to he aſcribed in the Firſt Place, to the 
moſt excellent Laws and Rules of Policy left 
them by Men of ſingular Prudence and Wiſdom, 
who had they lived in the Times of the Ancient 
Greeks, might well have been lifted among the 
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moſt famous Philoſophers and Law-givers. 
The Duke in the Gravity of his Port, the 
Splendor of his Robes, and the Magnificence of. 
his. Palace, ſeems to exhibit the Majeſty of an 
Emperour.. And yet he has no more Authority, 
than any one of the Senators, who created him. 
| For, he has but one. Vote in the Senate, as all. 
the Nobles have. Only it lies upon him to give 
Audience to Foreign Embaſſadors, in the Name 
of the Senate. He can do nothing without the 
| Confent of the Senate either in Peace or War. 
| The Senate firſt decrees, and he confirms their 
| Edits. -Wlich are alſo publiſh'd in his Name. 
It is lawful for him to go into all the Courts of 
| Juſtice, and Publick Tribunals, where he may 
| pa his Verdict in any dubions Caſe, yet ſo as. 
| any 4 the Senators may contradict him if they 
pleaſe. | | „„ ow 9 755 
| " The Form of Government therefore in this 
| Republick appears to be an Ariſtocracy, or the 
Government of a Few; not the Richeſt or the 
| moſt Powerful, but the Wiſeſt and the Beſt; ſuck. 
| as by a long Series of Faithful Services, have 
| merited well of the Commonwealth. 5 | 
| Theſe make up the College or Council of 
| Ten, which, being joyn'd with Fifteen others, 
and Six Counſellors, the Duke being Preſident, 
has Power of Deliberating and Decreeing, 
| Things tending to the Safety of the Common- 
vealth; neither can theſe Decrees he repeal'd. 
This is properly the Divan or Privy-Council. 
There is beſides this a Council or Diet of Two 
Hundred and Twenty Five Citizens, who ares 
properly called Senators, and very much reſem- 
ble thoſe of Ancient Rome. For none are per- 
mitted to enter this Senate, but Nobles, or the 
| dons of ſuch. They muft alſo be above Five and 
Twenty Years. of Age. The third and laſt Se- 
„ nate. 
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nate confiſts of Two Thoufand Five Hundred 
Men. But in Regard A great part of theſe have 
| ſome Offices and Honours abroad, there ſeldom 
meet above a Thouſand Six Huridred, when the 
HE is fulleſt. _ 

Theſe meet once every Week, that is, on the 
Firſt Day, as alſo on ſome of their more ſolemn 
Feſtivals. Here Magiſtrates are created, and 
Publick Offices diftributed with admirable Or- 
der. From hence are choſen the Two Hundred 
and Twenty Five, who make up the foregoing 
Senate, as being the moſt prudent, expert, and 
converſant in the Affairs of State. Theſe decide 
all Controverſies of greater Moment. As the 
Affairs of Peace and War, the Care of. fortify- 
ing their Cities and Caftles, of creating Generals 
and Captains, of ſendiog Embaſſies to Foreign 
Princes: Here alſo are read all the Letters, 
Diſpatches, and Expreſſes, which are addreſsd 
to the Republick from other Parts. In a word. 
8 is of more material Conſideration, 18 
1 in this Senate. 

mpartial Effendi, thou wilt not condemn me 
as an Infidel, or an Enemy of the Muſſulmans, 
in that I repreſent to thee in its true Colours, 
the preſent State of Venice, If we ought to give 
the Devil his due, as the Chriſtians ſay, In 
God's Name, let us not rob Men of theirs, 
though they be our Enemies. 

2 1 n and Learned On. Adieu fog 


Paris, ith. of the 11th, Moon, . 
Y the Year 1680, 


r bd. {3 os 
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LETTER VI. X 


To Oſman Adrooneth, Aſtrologer in Or- 
dinary to the Sultan. A a 


FT HE Inhabitants of theſe Weſtern Parts are 
in a great and general Conſternation, at the 
Appearance of a New Comet, or Blazing-Star. 
It riſes much about the Time the Sun ſets, and in 
the ſame Quarter of the Heavens. The Body of 
it looks no bigger than a Star of the Firſt Mag- 
nitude, from whence ſprings a Pyramid of Light 


extending it {elf to the Cuſp of the Mid-Heaven, 


where its Cone ſeems to terminate. 
The Superftitious call it the Sword of God, 


becauſe of its Form, being not much unlike an 


Old T wo-edg'd Rapier. I am ſure it does not 


reſemble a Turkiſh Symeter, for thoſe thou know- 


Streight.... FS 45 -. 45044 $44-:2£61553. eee 

They are full of Melancholy Preſages, and the 
Aſtrologers themſelves give out, That this Co- 
met portends dreadful Calamities to Europe, 
which may not diſcover themſelves, perhaps theſe 
many Years ;. Nay they affirm, That this Genera- 
tion ſhall be quite extinct, before the Effects of ibis Tre- 
mendous Apparition ſball ſeize on Earth. _ 


N of * K 


I have a great Veneration for the 


eſt are Oblique in their Figure, and this is 


Science of 
the Stars, and even for Judicial Aſtrology 
though I cannot pretend to any Skill in any of 
them. I have ſtudied them both till I was wea- 
ry, being diſcouraged by the Difference of Mens 
Opinions, and the Uncertainty of their Conclu- 
ſions in matters of ſo remote, ſublime, and myfſte- 
rious a Nature. Beſides, I fainted under the 


Burden of ſuch, vaſt Speculations, whilft | ung. | 


my ſelf till wandring not only in the Blindneſs o 


my 
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my own proper Intellect, but alſo in the General 
Darkneſs of Human Reaſon. 
I conſider'd the Birth- place of theſe Sciences, 
which all will confeſs to be the Eaſt. And there 
I found the Chaldæans differing from the Gymnoſo- 
phiſts of India : Theſe again contradifting. my 
Countrymen, the Arabians. To paſs from thence 
into Africa. I perceived the Egyptians were of one 
entiment, the Ethiopians of another, and the 
Moors of a Third. Neither could I diſcern any 
Agreement between the Greeks and Romans. As 
for the Fews they claſh'd with all. 
_ © Plato, Proclus, Atiſtotle, Averroes, and many o- 
ther" Sages, aſſert there are but * 
Vet Hermes Triſmegiſtus, with ſome of the Perſi an 
Magi addeth a Ninth. So did Azarebel the Moor, 
and his Countryman Jebiib. Of the ſame Opt 
nion was Albert the Great. Whilſt there are ſome 
who tax theſe with making a Decimation in the 
Orbs, and taking a Tyth from Heaven; for they 
aſſert the Number of tlie Spheres to be Ten. 
They not only thus differ from one another, 


but through that Inconſtancy which is inſepara- 
ble from the Minds of Mortals, they vary even 


from themſeves. One day of one Opinion, the 
next of a contrary. So Alphonſus one while afſer- 
- ted Nine Spheres, and a few- Years after re- 
trench'd himſelf to Eight. Tliis is a Vanity: 
from which the greateſt and moſt Eminent 
Writers in the World have not been free. In- 
_ deed, this Mutability of Opinion is Natural to 
all Men. As if our Minds were ſubject. to the 
Laws of Generation and Corruption, like our 
Bodies, or as if there were a continual Flux and 


Reflux of our Thoughts, as there is of our Cor-- 


poreal Atoms. D 
= Theſe Authors not only vary about the Num- 
ber of the Celeſtial Orbs, but alſo concyenting 
5 144 £0020 TOR 301210647 1463; 7Sheir 
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their Motion, eſpecially that: of the Eighth, 
which is called the Sphere of the fixed Stars. 
For, the Chaldæans and Egyptians held, it had but 
one Motion, others affirm'd it had no more. 
The Ialmudiſts aſſign it two, whilft ſome modern 
Aſtronomers among the Chriſtians are more li- 
beral, and allow it Three diſtin& Motions, One, 
of Trepidation, as they call it: And this is its 
oven proper Courſe; which it performs, they ſay 
in Seven Thouſand Years. A Second of Gyrati- 
on, which it derives from the Ninth Sphere, as 
one Wheel is rowl'd about by another. And 
this Circuit according to their Opinion is not 
finiſh'd in leſs than Forty Nine Thouſand Years. 
And if that be true, we muſt not expect the Diſ- 
ſolution of the World before that Term is ex- 
pir'd. - For it wou'd be Impious to ſuppoſe, That 
the Eternal Architect, having made this Sphere 
for a Circuit of ſo long a Duration, wou'd ſtop it 
before its Race were fully run; much leſ in the 
midſt of its Carieer; or by that Time it had ac- 
complich'd a Sixth Part of its Revolution; as 
the Jews and. Chriſtians believe. The Third 
Motion of this Sphere, 1s called Rapid and Di- 
arnal; for which they ſay, tis obliged to the 
Tenth Orb, or Primum Mobile. „ 
Then again they differ in the Meaſure of the 
Time they allow for the Motion of the Fixed 
Stars. One will have them to ſpend a Hundred 
Years in Travelling One Degree. Another brings 
them to this Station, in Sixty Six Years. A 
Third, in Seventy Five; a Fourth, in Seventy 
Eight. The Fens, in Seventy ; the Chriſtians, 
in Eighty ; whilſt the Indians go beyond them all; 
aſſerting that there are Two Stars in the Eighth 
Sphere, Diametrically oppoſite to each other; 
which do not ſupply each Place in the Zodrack, in 
4c6thana Hundred and forty four thouſand 1 
255 They 
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They affirm alſo,that there are many Motions of 


the Spheres above; which are yet unknown to 
J C0 ooning Sg po Wy: or tn; 
It this be fo, there may be, for ought we know, 
other Stars and Bodies alſo, to which theſe Mo- 
kions may agree, though we cannot diſcern ei. 
ther the one or the other, becauſe of the Super. 
lative Vaſtneſs of the Height, and the Imper. 
fection of Human Art. Of this Opinion were 
" Alpetrag, Phavorinus the Philoſopher, and others. 
By all that I have ſaid, I do not pretend to 
inſtruct thee in Things whereof thou wert Ip. 
norant. I know thee, by general Fame, and 
the Character of Men of Judgment, to be an Ac- 
- compliſf'd Maſter in this Myfterious Science. 
But I reflect thus on the Inconſtancy and Doubt. 
fulneſs of Mens Reaſon in theſe Matters, as an 
Introduction to the Liberty I will take, of tel. 
ling thee once again my own Thoughts con- 
cerning Comets; which firſt ſuggeſted the Trou- 
ble I now give thee in this Letter, as I did once 
pbeſore, on the like Occaſio . 
Bauffer me to be a little Prolix and Tedious; 
for theſe Speculations are Strong, and n6t hand- 
led with Eaſe; or in a few words, I wou'd fain 
| ſee the Aſtronomer that has been in Heaven, 
and can give me an Account, what is the Trur 
Motion of the Planet Mars; or that has diſco- 
vered the exact Ingreſs of the Sun into the E- 
quinoctial Points. Let him alſo reveal to me 
the Nature of the Galaxy; and what Subſtan- 
ces, or Qualities they are, which compoſe the 
Milky Way. Theſe are Subjects which have 
puzzl'd all Antiquity: And the Wiſeſt of theſe 
Modern Times, are as much to ſeek as their Fa- 
thers. O Fatal Darkneſs of this Mortal State 
What Miſts of Ignorance and Errour are our 
Minds envelop'd with? We are perp<tually be- 
„ 5 wilder'd 
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wilder d in a Labyrinth and Circle of Scepticiſms 
and Ambiguities, The Sun by Day diſcloſes to us 
the outward Features and Lineaments of theſe 
Lower Elements: The Moon and Stars are not 


backward to ſhew us the Face of the Heavens 


by Night: Unleſs ſometimes the Envious Spirits 
of the Air draw a Veil of thick black Clouds 
before the Lovely Pichire, and leave us all in 
Darkneſs. But Fate has hidden from us the 
Interiour Parts of Heaven and Earth, and all the 


* 


other Beings in the Univerſe. 


. 


Among the Reft, I cannot but conceive, we 


are ftrangely miſtaken in the Nature of theſe 
Comets. For if they are only certain Heaps 


of Inflamable Matter, kindled in the Air by the 
Force of the Sun-beams, or by ſome other Influ- 
ence of Nature, how come they to have ſo Re- 


gular and Diſtinct a Motion of their own'? How 


come they to Riſe and Set at certain Hours e- 


very Day and Night, varying only as the Hea- 


venly Bodies do, in appearing earlier or later, 


one Day than another, according to the Suce 
ceſſive Alteration of the Four Seaſons of the 


Year, that ſo they may paſs like them, through 
all the Signs of the Zodiack ? If the Earth moves, 


and theſe Comets be in the Air, they muſt needs 
be carried round with the Motion of the Whole 
Vortex. But it is apparent to Human Sight, 


That they are not thus whirl'd round with the 


Atmoſphere, but have a diſtinct, and ſometimes 
a quite contrary Motion. They are Statick, 
Direct, and Retrograde,like the Planets; which 
is almoſt a Demonſtration, That their Seat is 
in the Heavens; at leaſt above the Interſecting 
Orb of the Moon. And if fo, I ſhould be glad 


to have an Account of their Generation and 


Original. For, the Snbftance of the Heavens 
being Immutable, and not Subject to any Change 
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216 Letters Writ by Vol. VIII, 
or Coruption, it is Impoſſible, That any Ney 
Poſthumous Being can be generated there. There 
may, I believe, in every Age, be diſcloſed an 
-uncabineted, ſome Glittering Forms in the Hes. 
vens, which before lay hid, and lock'd up in the 
Treaſures: of the moſt High. But they are as 
Old as the World it ſelf. That's my Creed. Let 
other Men think what they pleaſe. 
If I could wonder at any Thing, it would be 
at the miſtaken Piety of thoſe, who to avoid the 
Charybdis of Atheiſm, which attributes all Things 
to Nature or Chance; fall into the Scylla of Fa. 
naticiſm and Religious Dotage. Whilſt they 
vainly aſſert, that every New Alteration in the 
World, is an Effect of God's Immediate Creatixe 
Power. Not a Child is conceiv'd, but God then 
and there creates a Soul for it. Not a Plague, 
Fire, Peſtilence, or any other Common Cala- 
mity happens, but they muſt diſturb the Reſt 
of the Eternal Deity, and make him have a 
particular Chief Hand in the Conſpiracy. So 
of Comets, they preſage Tremendous Things, as 
if God had immediately created them, to warn 
this Lower World of ſome approaching Judg- 
ments. Whereas, according to the dictates of 
more Impartial Reaſon, they are the products 
of his firft Fiat, when he made the Univerſe, 
Only he has reſerv'd the Revelation of them, to 
certain Periods of Time. But, theſe ſort of 


People Affront God really, for Fear of Af. 


fronting him. They injure his Goodneſs, to 
ſave his Omnipotence ; and by a Back- blow they 
ſtrike at both, in defence of his ſuppos'd Arbi- 
trary-Will. Let not my foul fit down in their Cable; 
nor my Mind liſten to the Secrets of their Divinity. 
O Sage Oſman! I believe that ail things flow 
from God by an Emanation without Beginnics, 
and Subſift on him by a Dependance Which ſhall 
. * kaow 
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know no End. With him the Cauſes of all 
Fleeting and Decaying Things, have a perma- 
nent Stability. In him reſide Immutable Springs, 
of whatſoever is ſubject to Change. In his E- 
temal Eſſence do live the Principles and Models 
of all Beings; but he is no daily Labourer. *Ti3 
| a Grand Contempt of the Divine Majeſty, thus 
to invade the Reſt and Sabbatiſm of the Mok 
High, who dwells for ever in Infinite and E- 
ternal Solitude and Bliſs: To make him the 
Drudge of his Creatures, who has Ten Thou- 
ſand Thouſand Myriads of Angels to Execute 
Undoubtedly he has contriv'd the Univerſe 
with ſuch Inefable Art, That his whole Plea- 
ſure is perform'd by Second Cauſes. This In- 
finite Machine is full of Wheels, and has an E- 
ternal Motion; whereof he is the Original 
Spring. If I may deſcend to ſo low a Com- 
pariſon, ' Obſerve but the Courſe of a Miller; 
when once he has turn'd the Cog of his Mill, he 
has no more to do, but ftand ftill and look on: 
The Work goes forward of it ſelf, without any 
more ot his Labour, till he Stop it, So the 
Supreme Artiſt, when he had once {et the Pr:- 
mum Mobile a- going, had no more to do, but to 
enjoy himſelf in Eternal Beatitude. Py 
lt is an Indignity to the Omnipotent God, to 
ay or think, he was not able to make a World as 
perfect as a Mortal Man can frame the Imagina- 
tion of. Now I think tis very eaſis to conceive, 
That as a Hand-Mill, which continually requires 
the Attendance of ſome body to keep it in No- 
tion, has leſs of Artific2 in it, than a Water, Cora 
Wind-Mill, which go of themſelves ; So a World, 
that muft always have its Maker Slaving an 
Drulging, Toyling and Moyling at the Fruduct 
of every individual Generation and Corruption; 
8 7 Ge 1 OL 
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of every New Event, or what appears to us to 
be ſo, is not not ſo Excellent and Perfect, as one 
That can perform its own Task by the Neceſſary 
Force which one contiguous Atom has 70 
another: like Wheels upon Wheels. 

To conclude all, Undoubtedly the Works of 
God are moſt perfect, and full of Wiſdom. He 
made all Things from Eternity, and they Obey 
his Law. He has appointed the Times and 
Seaſons of Good and Evil. The Symptoms 
whereof appear to Mankind in Various Man- 
ners: In Dreams and Viſions by Night; in 
Ominous Accidents by Day; in Prophecies, and 
General Whiſpers; in Apparitions, Spectres, 
and Monſtrous Forms; in Heaven, and al the 

. Elements: Finally, in Comets. 

But, Oh Learned Adroonetb! Does it therefire 
Follow, that. theſe Signs, theſe Apparitions, theſe 
.Comets, &c. are freihly created for the fake of 
Mankind? Are not various Ends and Uſes of all 

Things? Are there not the Fixed Stars, and the 
Planets, according to their different Configu- 

rations and Aſpects, Signs of Good and Evil, as R 

well as Comets; and are not the Stars as Old & 

as the World? Why may not the Comets be ſo MW fa 

too, though they, 480 revealed at certain Stated as 

Periods of Time ? ol 

There's one Comprehenfive Reaſon! for all, i in ba] 
that double Query; and Il ſay no more to the tl 

_ Sages Adrooneth, for whom a Word is Satis. 5 
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1 pray Heaven divert from thee the Influ- 

ence of Evil Stars; and that whilſt thou Con- 

|  templareſt their Order, Motion, and Efficay, thou 

may ſt not tumble into a Ditch, as did Anaximenes, 
.- An Thales the Mileſian, Aftrologer. Adieu. 


Paris, 9th. of the 2(l, Moen, 
e the Tear L683 1 :: y 
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5 5 To the- Venerable Mufti. 


HE People of Rome having aboliſhed the 
1 Government of Kings, transferr'd the So- 
vereignty on Brutu and Collatings 5 the Champi- 
ons Of their Liberty, altering both their Right 
and Title: For they call'd them Conſuls, not 
Kings + And ordain'd that their Power ſhould 
laſt but a Yearz which being expired, new ones 
were elected in their Stead. And the Reaſon 
why they had Two, was, that if one prov'd guib- 
ty of Evil-Adminiſtration, Injuſtice or Tyran- 
ny; The other having Equal Power might curb 
him, and rectify the publick Affairs. They 
were alſo call'd Conſuls; to put them in mind 
that they were to do nothing Arbitrarily, but in 
all Things of Importance, to Conſult their Fel- 
. ß SE Ine e 
So great was the Joy of the Romans, upon this 
Recovery of their Freedom; that they could 
ſearce believe it was was true. But as it uſually 
falls out in any ſurprizing Happineſs, all feem'd 
as a Dream. And ſo inyeterate was their Aver- 
fion for Kings; that they expell'd Collatinus from 
the City, only becauſe he was Nephew to Tarquin 
the Proud} whoſe Name alſo he bore. Valerius Pub- 
cola was ſubſtituted in his Stead: A Man ſingu- 
larly devoted to the publick Good. He own'd 
himſelf che Creature of the People, and gave 
Power of Appealing, from him to them. And, left 
be might offend” them by the Lofty Building 
of his Houſez which alfo ſtanding on a Rock, 
 feem'd frrong as a Caſtle; he pull'd down the 
Upper Stories, and made it level with Ordina- 
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Brutus Collegue, was no leſs ftudious, than he, 
to gain the Favour of the Citizens; even with 
the Deſtruction and Slaughter of his own Chil. 
dren. For, When he perceiv'd his Sons Con-. 
| ſpiring to reſtore the Abrogated Monarchy, he 
brought them forth into the Forum or Market. 
Place and having caus d them to be ſcourg'l 
Vith Rods, he beheaded them: Thus demonſtra- 
ting, That as a Parent of the People, he Adopted 
them in the Room of his Perfidious Children. 
The Romans being from this Time made per. 
fectly Free; firſt took up Arms in Defence of 
their New-gotten Liberty, againft the Neigl- 
bouring Kings: Next, for the Bounds of their 
Dominions: Then for their Confederates: And 
laſt of all, for Glory and Empire: Being on e- 
very Side invaded and moleſted by the Adja- 
cent People. For, they had no Territories with- 
inthe Walls of their City: So that they were 
no ſooner out of the Gates, but they were ex- 
poſe to the Toſcans and Latines; between whom 
the City was ſeated, as it were in the Mid- 
dle. Therefore reſolving to inlarge their Ter- 
ritories, they took one City and Province after 
another, till at length they became Maſters of all 
I heir Firſt Expedition was againſt Parſena, K ing 
of the Toſcans; who took the Field with a great 
Armyz having the Tarquins along with him, whom 
he undertook to re-eſtabliſh in the Throne of 
cheir Fathers. He made fierce and reſolute Ad- 
vances, poſſeiſing himſelf of the Hill Faniculum, ¶ wou 

and the Avenues of the City; where he beſieged tem 
them cloſe, and preſſed them with Famin. Vet, the WW Love 
Romans ſuſtain'd all with Admiravle Bravery : tant: 
And their ſtout Ręſiſtance had this Effect, that at at I: 
Jength Porſena, When he hat almoſt vanquih d Abr. 
them, made a League of Peace. He was chictiy 
E 5 5 1  mov'd WW ſtor 
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mov d to this by thoſe Prodigies and Miracles of 

| Roman Fortitude 3 Horatius Cocles, Mutius Scævolæ, 
and Clelia. The firft of which, when he was not 
able alone to keep off the unequal Throng of his 
Enemies, every where crowding on him; at 
length broke down the Bridge, and ſwam cro!s 
the Tyber with his Weapons in Hand. The Se- 
cond attempting xo kill Porſena in his own Camp; 
When by Miſtake, he had inftead of the King, 
ſtabb'd his Vizir, or Secretary; and for that Fatt 5 
was ſeized: He thruſt his Right Hand, that was 
guilty of the Error, into the Fire: Say ing with 
a Meriacing Voice, Think not thy ſelf the ſafer, & 
King, becauſe thou haſt oe my Hand, ſince there 
yet remain "Three Hundred Romans, who have all 
ſworn to make the ſame Attempt.” Porſena trembled, 

and was aftoniſh'd at the Boldne:s of the Man; 
whilft Mutins ftood ftill, undaunted, with his 
Hand broiling in) the Fire, as a Demonſtration _ 
ot his invincible Conſtancy, and of the Trurh of 
what he afirm'd'; Thus did thoſe Two Famous 
Men ; behave themſelves. And as if a Glorious 

| Envy had fermented the Virtue of the Female 
Sex: A certain Noble Virgin, call'd Cielia, who 

| was given in Hoſtage to King Porſeng, eicap'd 
her Guards by Night; and mounting a Horſe 
which ſhe found in the Way, ſwam over the - 
ber on him. Porſena, as if he were terrified at 

the Fortune and ſtupendous Reſolution of the 
Romans; conſented to a Peace: But the Latizs 
would not let them reſt ſo ; For they alſo at- 
tempted to reftore the Tarquins ; not ſo much in 
Love to them, as out of Spight to the Inhabi- 
tants of Rome; being deſirous to ſee that People, 
at leaſt ſubjugated at Home, who Lorded it ſo 
Abroad. There was a Bloody Fight between 
em; and the Fame goes, That Two Gods, Ca- 
tor aud Pollux, were preſent on white Horſes, as 
1 EIN , TH Spettators” 
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222 Letters Mrit by Vol. VIII. 
SpeRators of the Combat. Wherefore, after the 
omans had gotten the Victory, they built a 
emple to theſe War like Deities; as a Stipend 
or Reward to 1 And thus ſar 
they fought for Liberty; Which having ſucceſs. 
fully aſſerted and cftabliſhed, they were involwd 
in Freſh Wars, about the Confines of their Do- 
It would be too tedious to rehearſe the various 
Battels and Encounters between them and the 
Neighbouring Nations; wherein at laſt they al- 
ways got the Victory, and extended the Limits 
of their Empire far and wide. Such alſo, and 
fo prodigious. were the Actions, Exploits and 
hardy Performances of this ſtout People, that 
when King Pyrzbus conſider d it, he brake forth 
into this Exclamation: How: eaſy, were it, ſaid he, 
w obtain the Empire of the World, were Pyrrhus King 
© the Romans; or the Romans Soldiers to Pyrrhus! 
Yet as faſt as this Vidorious People enlarg't 
their Territories Abroad, ſo did their Seditions 
and Tumults encreaſe at Home; raiſed by the 
Ambition of ſome, and the Diſcontent of others; 
till at length they had entirely ſubdued all 7raly 
to thelr Obedience: In which Enterprize they 
- fnent Five Hundred Years, before they brought 
E ( or cn i 11 7 
Then, like a Fire which devours all the Wood 


it meets in its Way, till its Fury be ſtopp'd by; 


the Intercourſe of ſome River; ſo the Rgmant 
cas d not to conquer to the very Shores of Itah. 
But, when they confider'd Sicily, as a moſt Rich 


and plentiful] lfland 3. only rent, as it were by 
ſeome Injurious Stroke of Time, or Fate, or Chance, 
from their Continent; they reſolyed to unite 


_ theſz again by Arms and War, which could not 
be join d together by Bridges, or Peers. Anda 
very favourable Opportunity preſented ĩt oy to 

eee ne ems 


people of Meſſina, the Chief Mart of that Iſland, 


complain d of the Tyranny practiſed by the Car- 


th inians. "ES : | f ; a 
At that Time Rome and Carthage were Emu- 

jous of each other: Both equally Rivals for Sici- 

W /, and the Empire of the World. Therefore 


under a Mask of helping their Friends and Al- 
lies, the Romans betook themſelves to the Sea; 


but with Real Deſign to Enrich themſelves with 
Booty; and adding this Iſland to their Empire: 
Whilſt the Carihaginians appear'd like Open Ene- 


mics and Pyrates, without any Diſguiſe. Theſe 


| having loſt their Fleets in various Conflicts, th-ir 


Fate yielding to that of Rome, the Romans mad: 
Sicily a Tributary Province, and then reduc'd 


Sarding and Corſica. Thus having expett'd the 
Cartbaginians out of all the Iſlands of the Meditzr- 


raean Sea, there remain'd Nothing for them to 
Conquer on that Side, but Africk it ſelf; Where 
alſo they Landed, and took above Three Hun- 


dred Places of Strength, in a ſhort Time. 


Though they were ſtoutly oppos'd, not oaly by 


Men, but alſo by Monſters. For a certain Stu- 


pendous Great Serpent, a Hundred and Twenty 
Foot in Length, Annoyed their Camp very 


much, near the River Bragada; as if this Dread- 
ful Beaft had come into the World on purpoſe to 
be the Champion of its Native Country, and de- 


fend or revenge Oppreſſed Africk. But Kepulis, 


whoſe Victorious Arms, neither Men, nor Mon- 


ſters, nor Fate could hitkerto reſiſt; made no 


Stop, till he came with his Army before the Walls 
of Cartbage it ſelf, the Root of all this War. Here 
Fortune began to fall off from him, and prove 


his Enemy: Let ſo as only to give an Occaſion 
for the Roman Virtue to appear more Illuſtrious. 
For though by the Good Conduct A the 


them for this Pur poſe; whilſt the Confederatel 
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224 Letters Writ by Vol. VIII. 
Lacedemonian General, Thirty Thouſand Romans 
were kill'd in one Fight, and Rægulus hiniſelf tak. 
en Priſoner: Yes ſo great a Misfortune could not 
make him loſe himſelf, or fink into any Paſſion 
beneath the Conftancy and Fortitude of an In. 
vincible Hero. The Carthaginians ſent him as 
their Embaſſadour to the Senate of Rome, to pro. 
Foſe a Peace, and the Exchange of Captives. But 
he was of a contrary Sentiment, and diſſuaded 
the Senators from hearkening to any fuch Over- 
tures: Chuſing rather bravely to return to his 
Former Captivity, there to be Crucify'd; than 
be Iaſtrumental in Word or Deed to the leaſt 
Piſhonour or Diſadvantage of his Country: S0 
that rhongh Vanquiſh'd, he yet feem'd to Tri. 
umph o'er his Conquerours. And his lamented 
Fate had this Influence on the Romans, that it 
made them proſecute the War with more Fierce- 
neſs and Ardour, to Revenge the Blood of X- 
au his, than in Hopes of Coaqueft, So deep are 
the Impreiſions of Love, which a Good General 


| Living, or Dead, makes in the Hearts of his Sol- 


diers. Thus the War was renew'd again in Sici- 
iy, herein the Romans came off Conquerours: 
And as an Evidence of the Greatneſs of their 
Victory, they ſhew'd an Hundred and Twenty 
Ejephants taken from the Enemy in the Field. 
Which wou'd have been a Great Prey, had they 
been taken in Hunting; but now ſery'd only as 
a Trophy of a more Expentive Conqueft.. This 
Victory was obtain'd in the Conſulſhip of Metel- 
tus : Which was follow'd by a Terrible Over- 

throw at Sea, in that of Apius Claudius: When 
the Romans ſeem'd not ſo much overcome by their 
Enemies, as by the Prophaneneſs of their Gene- 
ral, or the Divine Vengeance. For he conſul- 
ting the Augurs before he began the Engage- 

ent; Chickens were let out of their Coops, to 
2894 „ obſerve 


— 
— — — 


Vol. VIII. aSyar PARIS. 225 
obſerve the wilh' d-for Tripudiation of the Corn 
they were to feed on. But when the 0raculous 
Birds would not taſte a Grain; the General di- 
guſted at the Fatal Omen, Commanded them to 
be drown'd in the Sea: Saying with an Impious, 
ft; Since they will not Eat, let them Drink their 
Hl. In the ſame Place was the Roman Navy 
There were many ſuch Encounters as theſe be- 
tween them, for the ſpace of Four and Twenty 
Years and upwards ; even till the Conſulſhip of 
Lutatius Catulus; when the Enemy ſeem'd not to 
| advance with a Fleet of Ships, well Mann'd and 
Rigg d with all Neceſſaries; but all Carthage ap- 
pear'd upon the Sea, with the Woods and Foreſts. 
round about it. This prov'd its Ruin. For they 
W were too heavy for Service: Whereas the Koman 
Navy was Eight and Exyeditious, like a Mo- 
ving Camp in the Sea. Ina Word, they ſet up- 
en the Carthaginians ſo furiouſly, and ſhatter d 
their Veſſels with ſuch Speed, That all the Sea 
between Sardinia and Sicily, was cover'd with the 
| Diſmal Wrecks, - And this Victory was ſo Great; 
That they had no farther Thoughts of Sailing to 
| Africk, and Raſing the Walls of their Enemies; 
that being counted Needleſs, fince Carthage was 
now extingui{h'd in the Sea. 5 
After this War was finiſh'd, the Romans en- 
joy'd a ſhort Reſt, as it were to Breath them» 
ſelves. And as a Demonſtration of Peace, the 
| Temple of Fanys was ſhut up, it having been con- 
ſtantly open before from the Reign of Numa Pom 
pilizs, And this Diſtinction was the Publick Em- 
blem of Peace or War. 5 wn 
Thou wilt not have Patience to read their 
Wars with the Lipurians, Gauls, Illyrians, Macede- 
mans, Syrians, Germans, Spaniards ; and in Fine, 
with the moſt Potent Nations on Earth, *Twill © 
8 L 5 — 
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beas Irkſome to be detain's with a Rehearſal of 


their Domeſtick Seditions, and. Changes of Go. 
vernment. Suffice it to ſay, That this People 
grew Worſe. by the Increaſe of their Empire: 
And after they had ſubverted Carthage, Corinth, 
Numantia, and other Famous Cities of Europe, 
* and Africk : After they had ſubdued Gal, 
 Jþrace, Ciliciaz Cappadocia, Armenia, Britain, and 
many other moſt Rich and Qpulent Provinces 
abroad ; they began-to make Wars among them. 
_ flves;. their Former Virtues turn'd into Vices: 
The Seditions, Conſpiracies and - Emulations of 
the Triumviri; the Tribunes : Of Cataline, Marius, 
Sylla, . Antony, Pompey, and a Thoufand other Po- 
pular Commotions 3, help'd toward the Confuſi. 
on ef this Empire; which ſeem'd to be the Sup-. 
part otall Things [<tr pu won; 
Moſt Divine of the Succeſſors of the Prophets; 
This Vaſt Empire, is now become but as a ſhat- 
ter d Skeleton of Ancient Rome : And. moſt of 
the Exteriour Members, are fallen to the Share 
_ of the All-Conquering ottomans. God perpetu- 
ate the Vittories of True Believers; and yet 
grant, that their Conqueſts may not out- jaſt 


- 


their Virtues. - 


Paris, sth. of the 3d. Moon, 
f the ear 1681. 


„„ 
n — 


IET TER V. 
To Dgnet Oglou.. | 


I Am as waggiſh as a Fenizary that has newly 


I received his Aſpers. There's more Satyr in 
me at this Time than there was in Fuvenal and. 


Terſtus: And yet tis only the Dregs of what I've; 
2 bh 1 5 | | vent ed 


han, * * LI yy 
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vented dn ſome Learned Bigots here in Pars, 

with whom. I have been drinking theſe Two or 

| Three Hours. I tell thee plainly ; I put off the 
Muſſulman for a while, and took my Glaſſes - 
Frankly, or like a Nazarens 

The Diſcourſe we were upon was Afﬀrology + 
and the Nature of Comets, Oc. But God tumble 
me headlong into the Lap of Tagor, if ever I heard 
ſuch Blockheads, Dunces, Fools, Sots: I know - 

not what to call them properly. Zounds! How 

en Human Reaſon be fo debauchd? How can 

Man become ſuch an Inſenſible Piece of Stuff, to 

| think as: they do? They made me Bluſh. for. 

| Shame, or Anger: They made me ſorry that L 
was a Man; to be rank'd in the fame Lift with 

em. However, I ſuppreſsd my boiling Choler ; 
I bit my Lips and Nails, and did every thing 
that Patience cou'd ſuggeſt: (For I uſe to be a 
very Boon Companion in my. Wine : ) But at 
length, as tis the Fate of all Diſputers, we grew 
too hot: There was ſuch a Tempeſt of Words 
and Paſſionate Expreſſions; that we could hard- 
ly find a Grain of Senſe. At laſt we fell from. 
Words to Blows; and I, though Old and Crazy, 
held up my Head as well as I could. | 

) Thou wilt believe, at this Age, I have no 
great Strength: But, I tell thee, my Courage 
is the ſame as when I was but Five and Twenty; 
L cannot flinch from provoking Dangers; and. 
when I. am thorowly inflamd with Wrath, 
Death it ſelf appears to me in the fame Figure 
which Paiaters give it; a mere naked Skeleton; 
which I have more Reaſon to pitty, than fear: 
If I amafraid of any thing, it is of breaking its 
Bones, and ſpoiling, its Shape, in the Claſh-ot my 
Fury. So tender am I even of Death it felf; the 
Ne ene: and Inexorable Deſtroyer of ail Man- 


One. 
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One of the Company that was a Prieſt, and 
fat right over -· againſt meat the Table, threw his 
Four Corner d Cap at my Head, whilft his next 
Neighbour check d him for his Inſolence. But 
he was full of Fat, and empty of Reaſon or Civi- 
lity: A great Hulking Fellow, that makes a 
Figure like the Statue of Pont-Ginello, at Catunea 
in Sicily; only he is a little Taller: But he has a 
ſwinging Tun of a Carcaſmee. 
After he had abus'd me thus; he ſwore, If he 

had the Chalice of the Altar in his Hand, be d do the 
fame thing : Nay, if he had the conſecrated Wine in it, 
mould turn the Blood of Chriſt into Poyſon, as be cou'd 
turn Mine i#10 Blood, 10 be reveng d of me." 
There was by good Chance, an Armenian or 
IJuo in the Company (not any of Solyman's Gang) 
ho took him up upon his Menace. They chal- 
lteng'd him ſeverely to anſwer his Words before 
the Archbiſhop of Paris: But the Cunning Prieſt 


ad more Wit in his Anger. When he began to 


reflect on the bad Conſequences of a Summons; 
he crouchd, wheadPd, and fawn'd like a Spaniel. 
So fearful are they of a Spiritual Court, which 
is almoſt as bad in France, as. the Inquiſition in 
Spain. e e 

Then there was a Captain, an Old Miles Eme- 
ritus, a Penſioner, who having not drank ſuch. a 


ry 


Quantity of Wine many a Day, took my Part 


becauſe he fat on my Side of the Table (for he 


never ſaw me hefore in his Life Time, as I know | 


of.) However, the: Ol Gentleman ſhew'd him- 


Flt ſtout 3 and demonſtrated that he would ſtand 


a Puſh for Souls. But, there was no Body wou'd 


eppoſe him, ſave my ſelf: And I did it in Verbo 
Clerici; not Maru or Enſe Militias, God knows. 1 


pray d the Gcod Old Man to be pacihed.; Laid 


my Right Hand to my Breaſt, and heav'd: both. 


tlat and the other joyn'd, to Heaven. I invacar 
94 : | | "ted 
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ted all the Patriarchs and Prophets; I bawl'd at 
te Saints and Angels; I ſummon'd God Almigh- 

ty himſelf to appear in my Vindication. But no- 

thing wou'd do, ſave right-down Fighting. : 

_-Toitwewent, Pell-Mel: The Fellows on the 
other Side of the Fable were eager: Nothing 
would ſatisfy them but Blood: Their Rapiers 
were drawn; and they were upon their Paſs $ 
When I ftarted up, and cry'd out aloud; Gen- 
emen, tis the wrong Minute for ye to figbt in; Mars 
js in the 8th Houſe, in Conjunction with Saturn, and 
in Quartile with the Sun; a very Maleuolent Aſpect : 

| Upon this, they grew all madder than before. 

| Damn that Aſtroleger, ſays one; Curſe upon bis 

| Stomach, ſays another; till at laſt they all fell fouk 

| upon me; only my Side-Captain ſtood up ſtifly 

| for me. I did what became a Man; but 'tis to 

| his Bravery I owe my Life. For, one of the Or 5 

poſite Sparks, made a full Paſs at my Breaſt, 

| which the Noble Old Captain parry'd, with a 

| ſudden Shoot of his Arm athwart, and a Dexteri- 

ty which I can never admire enough. © © 


— 


I, that had neither Sword; nor Skill in the 

Science of - Fencing, thought it my Part to ex- 
| poſe my Body between my ſeeming Friends and 
Enemies, fince all the Occaſion of this Quarrel 
vas on my Account, as an Aſtrologer. I leap'&up- 
on the Table, and ſeiz d upon the Sword of my 
Captains Antagoniſt. I ſmil'd upon him at the 
| ſame time, and convinc'd him that I was not in 
Anger. I twiſted it out of his Hands with a 
complaiſant Violence: And then the Strife was 

| appeas'd. For, 'twas not he that began the 
| Quarrel, any more than my Old Captain; but 
the Prieft was wholly in the Fault; who, ſtrag- 

gling out Of his Sphere, pretended to ſet up for 

| an Aſtrologer; and tell us Things that would not 
uare with Reaſon n. nds 
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My Ngnet, thou know'ſt me, and all my In- 
clinations: T hou art ſenſible, that I cannot ſtoop 
to the Magiſterial Dictates of Error; nor 
the Bold Impoſitions Ignorance:. Let em ap- 
| proach as near as they will to Truthon the Back- 
Rae, they are the further off from attaining it ; 
And fo let thou and I enjoy our ſelves in perfett. 
e Fra 55 8 6" pt | 


6 Py 1 2 a4 —. ; — . 6.1 * 6 . 1 
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T 
7 Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principal Secre - 
tary of the Ottoman Empire. 
5 Hs. my laſt ſpoken of the preſent State 
of henice; wherein I omitted Nothing that 
I thought worth thy Obſervation ;.,I ſhould now. 
in. Order touch. upon Candia or Crete, the moſt; 
_ conſiderable Iſland that the Vexerians, not long 
ago, had under their Obedience. But ſince by 
the Fate of War, it is fallen into the Hands of: 
the Victorious 0ſnans; I will fay. but very lit- 
| tle of it, and paſs to the other Republicks of 


There is no Doubt, but ſince the Conqueſt of 
Candia by the Muſſulmans: The Imperial City 
abounds with Geographical Deſcriptions ; Natu-- 
ral, Moral, and Political Obſervations on it. But 
perhaps they were wanting in the Hiftory of that 
_ Famaus Iſland: In Regard: the Books of the 
Gentiles, are not much Read by the True Be- 
lievers. And *tis from theſe only, we can Col- 
lea the Ancient Memoirs of the Nations, which 
ere once in their own Poſſethouw. 25 
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This Iſland: was once call'd Crete, and ſaid to 
be the Nurſery of Fupiter, as alſo his Sepulcher, 
It obtain d likewiſe the Title of Hecatompolis, be- 
cauſe of the Hundred Cities that were in it. And 
ſome rall'd it the Iſland of the Archers, in Re- 

ard the Inhabitants being taught from their In- 
Ency to handle the Scybian Bow, grew fo ex- 
pert in that Exerciſe, that they ſur paſs d all o- 
ther Nations. 

The Lacedemonians, tins: and other- Re- | 
nowned Commonwealths of Greece, receiv'd their 
Laws from Men Born in this Iſland, as Plato and 


Pliny teſtify. And yet Epimenides, one of their 


own Poets, gives them a bad Character, when. 
he lays, Kiri de Jeusab, xa Ingle, ines, 


al » 
ey were- mucir addicted alſo to all kinds or 


Sorcer y and Enchantments. A Fraudulent Race 
of People, Covetous, Greedy, Idle, and lee 
of ingenious Arts and Sciences. 

Vet notwithſtanding this, they were ſo po. 
erful of Old, That they could, as with a n 
Curb all Greece. During the Reign of one of 
their Kings, whoſe Name was (don, came up 
the Uſe + 
being Arm'd Cap-a-Pe, danc d with great Labour 


and Sweat. And the Inhabitants have all along 
been ſo tenacious of this Cuſtom, That it is ob- 


ſervd to this Day among the Ruſtick Candiots, 


on their Holy-days.. For at ſuch times, the 
Youth of the Iſland meet together, Arm'd with. 
+ Bow in one Hand, and a Naked. Sword. in the 
other, with a Quiver of Arrows hanging at their 


Backs. And thus they will Dance inde fatigaoly- 


in the Heat of Summer, even at Noon-day 
wha tlie Sun. ſcorches all things with Inſuppor- 


fable Feryors. 
. of time, this IAand became ſubjeR 
50 


*%. 


*. 


Pyrrbick Meaſures; which the Youth. 
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to the Grecian Empire: And as ſuch, fell into 
the Hands of Baldwin, Count of Flanders and Em- 


peror of Conſtantinople : Who gave it to the Mar- 


quis of Montferrat ; by whom it was ſold to the 
Venetians in the Year 1 194, for an Incredible Sum 
of Mony. And that Republick has held it ever 


ſince, till it was lately taken from them by the 


Invincible Ottomans. ' 


It is worth Remark; That canis, the chief | 


City of this Iſle (call d Caſtro and Candax, by 
the Greeks): 15-a Place of that prodigious Strength, 
that it ſuſtain'd a Bloccade of 22 Years; from 
1645 to 1667: And after that, a Siege of two 


Years; from 1667 to 1669: In which Space of 


Time, tis thought, 600000 Muſſulmans loſt their 
| Lives before it. 

The next Republick, in Order, is tliat of Ge- 
noua; a City whoſe Power and Empire was far 
| greater in former Times, than it is at preſent. 
For, they extended their Dominions even to the 
Black Sea; where Tanay that parts Europe from 


Ala, pours her Waters into the Palus Mor. 


Here they poſſeſs d the City Theodoſia, or Caffa ; 


as 'tis called at this Day. They alſo made them 


| ſelves Maſters of Cyprus, Lesbos, Chios; with 0- 
ther Iflands in the Archipelayo-; and even of Pera 
it ſelf, that Magmihccne Adjuntt to the Imperial 

City. 


Vet, From the Beginning, they were Feuda- 


_ tories of the Roman Empire, till the Year 600 of 


the Chriftians Hejira. For then Lethars King of 
the Lombards, took the City by Force, and plun- 


der'd it. But when after ſome Years it had re- 
cver'd its Priſtine Glory again; Charles I. and 
his Son Pepin, Kings of lialy, and their Succefſors 


the Kings of France, bere Rule there for almoſt a 
Hundred Years, placing Governours in the Ci- 


ty, who bore the Title of Counts of Genoua. 


And 


— 
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And when afterwards the Saracens had ſubdu'd 
Corſica, Ademarus, then Count of Genoua, Arm'd 
out a Fleet of Galleys, invaded the Iſland; and 
having defeated the True Believers, took Poſ- 
ſeſſion of it, and reducd it under the Juriſdiction 
of Genoua; whoſe Power at this Time, was very 
After the Dominion of Charles the Great, his 
Poſterity was by degrees ſo diminiſh'd, that at 
length it became in a manner quite Extinet ; the 
more Potent among the Citizens took Turns, to 
Uſurp the Goyernment, and exerciſe a Tyranny 
over the Inhabitants: Which ſo. exaſperated 
them, that they often ſubmitted themſelves to 
Foreign Princes. But finding ſtill as great In- 
conveniences in this Dependance on Strangers; 
at laſt, following the Example of the Venerians, 
they choſe to themſelves a Duke, in the, Year 
1327. of the Chriſtians Hejira. Him they ſent 
with a Fleet to Conquer Cyprus : Which he ac- 
compliſh'd with good Succeſs. For, having taken 
the King and Queen of the Country Captives, 
he impriſon'd them, till they agreed with-him 
for a Yearly Tribute to be paid to the Re- 
publick of Genoua; and then he reſtor d them 
to their Native Poſſeſſion; reſerving only Fa- 
11 uſta, the Chief City of the Iſland, to him- 
He enter d alſo into a War with the Fenetians; 
but being overcome in Battel, at his Return, he 
was Depos'd from the Ducal Office, and thrown 
into Priſon ; another being Choſen in his Place. 
This. was more Fortunate than his Predeceſſor, 
againft the Enemy; doing them many Injuries z 
but at length was kill'd in Batteeel. 


Then the Genoueſe Elected another Duke; who 
going to Conſtantinople, perform'd ſuch Eminent 
dervices to the Emperour in his Wars, that he 
e CO | | gave 
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gave him the Iſland Mitylene; which the Ceuoueſt 
Fa aan te Tear 1262. 10 . K 
After this, they Created one to Rule over them 
under the Title of Prince, in the Year 1381. 
But not liking his Government, they threy 
_ fliemfelyes upon the Protection of Charles VII. 
King of Frace; who ſent thither his Deputy. 
Being foon : weary of the French Governmert, 
they joynd themſelves to the Duke of Milan; 
under whoſe Patronage they liy'd, till the Year 
7935: and then Abdicating him, they Created 
a Duke of their own again. This rais'd Facti. 
ons in the City; 'whilft ſome adher'd to the 
French Intereſt, and others eſpous d the Duke of 
Milan's Cauſe: At laſt thiey fell: again under 
the Power of the French;: whom they obey'd, 
till Andreas Doria having quell'd the Seditions, 
7 the Contentions of the Freggi and 
- Shea x 


wo prevailing Factions in the City, 1 


4 7 
done confifting of the Nobles, che other of the 
_ Cammons, he Eftabliſh'd rhat Liberty in the 
Commonwealth. of Genona, which ſhe has en- 
PLE ever ſince, tilt af late ſome new Troubles 
have been given em by the Kings of France and 


As to the Original of the Genoueſe, it is uncer- 
ta in. Strabo, and others are of Opinion, That this 
Nation deſcended from the Grrełs: Whilſt Thucy- 
dides der ives them from the Sicilians. They were 
cCall'd Ligurians by the People of Rome. And Florus 

mentions à certain Race of Ligurians, who dwelt 


in the Dens and Caves of Mountains, being a 


rery Fierce and Warlike People. 3 
But now adays, the Genoueſe are a very Polite 


and Civiliz d People; of a Lively and Subtile 


Wit, eſpecially. in Merchandiz 
they pray enrich. themſelves. 
eee 


ing by which 


hey are alſo 
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Danger for the Sake of Gain. They appear Stu- 
roi; thoſe Things which tend to che Good of 
the Commonwealth; yet are extremely Fickle 
and. Inconſtant, given to Faction, and defirous 
| of Novelty: As 1s manifeſt by what I have be- 
| fore-related of them. Which ocoaſioned a cer- 
tain King of France, when one of his Lords told 
him, That the Genoueſe were about, to throw 
themſelves. on bis Patronage; Anſwer, not with- 
out ſome Indignation, That they mipht go to the. 
Devil for Protection; for I, ſays he, will have no- 
thing to do with Men, wbo are mare unſtedfaſt than 


the Waves. of the Ses. 


This Inconſtancy never appear'd more plain- 
ly, chan in_the late Cooſpiracy of Kg? and 
me; which had like to have proved of Fatal 
Conſequence. As to Vacbero and Balli, they were 
like the. Dog in Æſop's Fables, who loſt the Bone, 
| to catch at its Shadow in the Water: So theſe 
Sea -Myrmidons, were not content with the Strong 
| Party which they had made in the City, but 
| muſt needs go to Currupt the Navy too; which: 
ruin'd all their Deſign: For the Plot was diſ- 
covered by one of the Sea-Captains. This Com- 
monwealth has been afflicted with many Wars 
and Plagues ; But none of either Sort ever. 
| thieaten'd it with ſo much Deſolation, as the 
Laſt : The One having almoſt exhauſted their 
Treaſury; and the Other as near emptied the 
City of its Inhabitants.. As for the Firſt Miſ- 
fortune, the Scarcity of Mony, they knew quick - 


ly. how to remedy it; being perfe& Chymiſts, 


and Maſters of the Philoſophers Stone, if there 
be any ſuch thing in Nature. But whether there 
be or not, this is certain, That the Genoueſe are 
Old Doctors at garbling, tranſmuting, and adul- 
terating of Metals. And the Ottoman Empire has 
experienc i it; to the great Damage of our 3 5 
R e 
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chants at Conſtantinople, Smyrna, Aleppo, and other 
Ports, where the Genoueſe did put off their Baſe 
Coin, to the Value of ſome Millions. But this 
Cheat may coſt them dear one time or other. 
The Genoueſe appear at preſent at more Incli- 
nable to Merchandiſe than to War. However, it 
muſt be confeſs d, that this Commonwealth has 
brought forth Valiant and Expert Soldiers; as is 
evident from the Families of the Doria's, Spinola's, 
and others, who have prov'd Famous Generals, 
and Leaders of Armies in ſeveral Parts of Europe, 
Of ſuch as theſe has Genoua more Cauſe to 
boaſt, than of any Strong Forts, Caſtles, or fen- 
ced Cities Within her Dominions in Htaly. Nay, 
the Chief City, Genoua it ſelf, truſts mor e in the 
King of Spain's Protection, than in her own 
Strength. That Monarch is indebted to tlie Ce- 
noueſe- Merchants Eighteen Millions of Gold, be- 
ſicles the Intereſt of * * * Years. For this 


Bill was given in to him in the Vear 1600. of tlie 
Cbxiſtiam Mejira. By this thou may'ſt guels at the 


* 


Kiches of this Commonwealtn. | 
As to the Manner of their Government, it dif- 
fers not much from that of Venice: The Supreme 
Power being in the Hands of the Senate, who 


Elect a Duke every Two Years by Lot, out of 


Four Men who are propos d as worthy. of that 
High Office. No Man can propoſe any Thing 


to the Senate, but the Duke, himſelt : Who 
lives in a Publick Palace, during the Two 
Tears of his Government; and has a Guard of 
Five Hundred Germans about his Houſe and 


Perſon. * 


It wonld be Superfluous to trouble thee with 


an Account of the Judicial Courts, the Manner 
of Electing the Senators, and other Publick Magi- 


ftrates; with the reſt of their peculiar- Poli- 


ticks. Beſides , I believe thou art almoſt __ 
5 . with 
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with the Length of this Letter. Wherefore 
begging thee to put the beft Conſtruction on 


my Endeayours, I bid thee Adieu. 
Paris 17th. of the 8th. Moon, ; 


| of the Tear 1681, 


la. 


LETTER X. 
To Dęnet Oglou. 


Odrooneth, Aſtrologer in Ordinary to the 
Grand Signior; Wherein I inform'd him of a 
Comet or-Blazing-Star, which then newly ap- 


pear'd in the Heavens. I took an Occaſion in 


that Diſpatch, to venture my Thonghts con- 
cerning the Nature of theſe Amazing Phenomena, 


which ſo aftoniſh. the Minds of Mortals, and 


puzzle the Ableſt -Philoſophers to diſcover the 
origin. Erom this Diſcourſe, I paſt inſenſibly 
into a more General One, concerning the Stars. 


| I aid what I thought was proper to One of his 


Profeſſion:; being unwilling to offend by too 


much Boldneß, a Man efteem'd the Moft Learn- 


ed and Accompliſhed in that Science, of this 
Age. For, though I give little Credit to Ju- 
ditial Aſtrology, as tis practis'd now a-Days; 
yet it would have been an Incivility to express 


Id much to one that lives by it; and who, for 


his Eminent skill therein, is honour'd with the 
| Grand. Sipnior's Friendſhip, and a Noble Penſion. 
But, with thee, I will take the more Freedom; 
in Reſpect of that intimate Familiarity that has 
deen always between us. Ni of 7 


That the Heavenly Bodies have an Influx on 


this Lower World; is an Article, the General 
A1 ; Fe = | Senie 


1 ſent a Letter to the Sage oſman 
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they watch their harmle 


is comfortable in our Elementary Darkneſs. The 


238 Letter Mrit by Vol. VIII. 
Senſe of all Mankind gives Teftimony to; wWhilſt 
every Morning · we rejoyce to ſee that Glorious 
Orb of Light, the Sun, imprint the Eaſtern Skies 
and Clouds, with his Feinden > he gilds 
the Frontiers of the Horizon, and decks the Toy; 
of Mountains with a chearful Brightneſs. The 
Earth, the Air and Seas, participate of the Vertue 
of his Beams: Tis He gives Life to Plants and 
Animals: He renoyates the Elements, and e. 
very Sublunary Being. 1 
So, when he takes his Conge every Evening 
of our Hemiſphere; he ſtill affords us Light, 
though but at Second-Hand: Whilſt he in Per. 
ſon, makes his Progreſs to the Weſtern Continent, 
to chear and recreate by his Preſence, the Re. 
mote and Solitary Borders of America; Fair Cyn- 
thia is his Proxy here, attended on by other Pla. 
nets, waiting in their Turns, and a whole He. 
miſphere of Fixed Stars. 
Theſe ſhine: by Night, for other Ends, no 
doubt, than meerly to light the Shepherds as 
8 Flocks; or ſerve as 
Flambeaux to the wandring Traveller: Yet this 


Mariner rejoyces, when in the Mighty Waſte 
of unknown Seas, he makes a Lottery of his For- 
tune, ard truſts his Soul and Body to a rotten 
Skiff; where Slavery and Freedom, Life and 
Death are equal Chances. When he ſtruggles 
with Impetuous Winds, and Boiſterous Waves, 
tireatin'd on all Hands by the Bedlam Fury of 
the Sea: I ſay, he's glad at ſuch a Time, to have 
the Light his Friend, though it be but the faint 
Glimmering of the Stars; that he may ſee the 
Perils that encompaſs him, and uſe the ꝓropereſt 
Means to avoid them. How is his Heart reviv'd, 
if in the dreadful Storm, he ſpies but one poor 
Chink or Cranny in the Cloſe Gloomy: Clouds, 
e e through 
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through which the Azure Sky can ſhew it ſelf? 
And then ſome Proſperous Conſtellation to ap- 


ar amidft that Checquer-Work of this Low 


Orb, and thoſe Above; makes him take Cou- 
rage and defy the Powers of Zolus and Neptune: 
He challenges the Rocks and Sands to hurt him 
7 mocks the Fatal Apparitions of Caſtor and 
Pollux. 1 . FE EEG g 

Vet theſe and many more Inferiour Uſes, were 
not all for which the Stars were made. They 
have beſides, undoubtedly, ſome Dominion, In- 
fluence and Power on Earth; and all the Beings 
dwelling on it. Wherever they caſt their Rays, 
there's ſome Material Emanation felt; An Efflux 
full of hidden Magick. They dart on Men and 
other Animals; on Plants and other Minerals; 


on every Thing that is Compounded of the Ele- 


ments, and does reſide within the Sphere of their 


Activity: Each darts, I fay, its own Peculiar 


Force and Virtue, *Tis probable, that every 


Nation, Tribe and Family; each Climate, Pro- 


vince, Spot and Corner of the Earth, have their 
| Particular Stars. So have the different Species 
of all Sublunary Things, and every. Individual 


Being. But how to determine their Influence 


particularly, by Divination, by Calculating Na- 
tivities, erecting Horoſcopes, and other Schemes 
of Aſtrology; to foretell Things to come; to a- 


void Prognoſticated Evils; and engroſs all hap- 


py Events; to predict other Mens Fates, whilſt 
we are ignorant of our own, &c. is a thing which 


appears to me beyond the Power of Human Rea- 


fon, and a Science built on Sand. 95 
For, who has numbred the Stars, or viſited 


the Places of their different Situation? Who has 

under ſtood their various Qualities, Engagements, 
Aſteriſms, and Obligation? their Tyes to one 

another, and their Obedience to the Laws ROE ” 
5 WS | | Unt: 
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| . thers, moſt expert Mathematicians, and Men of 
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. Univerſe? O that Mortal Man ſhou'd preſume 
to dive thus far; even, into the Heavenly 4r. 
cana, the Cabinet-Secrets of Cod Almighty! 
Will he be Wiſer than Ptolomy, Caſſander, Eudoxu, 
Archelaus, Hoychilax, Halicarnaſſæus and many o- 


a profound Judgment; who have confeſs d, that 
after all their Seareh in this Science, they find 
it impoſſible to make any certain Concluſion from 
the Configurations Above; in Regard of the 
Innumerable Multiplicity of Cauſes co-operatin 
with them, to which we are wholly Strangers: 
beſides. thoſe things. which oppoſe. or favour the 
Influence of the Stars among our. ſelves, and with 
which we are very familiar; as the Force of 
Blood, Cuftoms, Traditions, Manners, Educa- 
tion, Prejudice, Prepoſſeſſion, Place and Time; 
Empire and Subjettion ; Diet and Diſcipline ; 
Finally, the Freedom of mind, or its Servitude. W hap! 
All which, they ſay, the Stars cannot compel, but Star 
only diſpoſe and incline. F 


Moreover, they who have preſcribed the Rules 8 f 
_ of Judicial Aſtrology, differ ſo extremely in one that 
and the ſame Subject; That there is no Encou- WW the! 
ragement for a Thinking Man, to hope ever to MW Chi 
make a True Judgment by their Rules, unleſs he joy 
_ beDivinely inſpir'd within, and have a certain thr 
Natural Inſtinct which ſuggeſts. to him the fal 
Knowledg of Future Things. Or, he is poſ- in 
ſels' d by tome Preſaging Demon; whoſe Whiſ— cor 
pers direct him what Judgment to chooſe a- the 
mong the many that may be made upon the Wo; 
. Sight ofa Scheme, according to the Variety of 1 a 
Rules that have been given. And this is the H wh 
Opinion of the Learned Hali, my Countryman, ans 
who has had many Followers: So that after Pe 
all, this boaſted Science will rather deſerve the ce: 
Name of Sortilagy, than Aſtrolegy; whilit all ch 
„ | EL itz 
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its Dictates depend on pure Conjecture, or the 
Extempore A ffections of the Mind; or whick 
is worſt of all, on the Afflatus of Buſy, Intereſſed 
| Spirits, Genii, or Dæmons of the Air, who have 

ſome Deſign of their own to purſue, and make 
| Men their Jools to execute it. 1 2 

Undoubtedly, they both deceive others, and 
are deceiv'd themſelves; who practiſe this Vain 
Art, for the Sake of Filthy Lucre. For, ifthere 
| was any thing of Truth in it; how came they 
to fall ſo often, and ſo egregiouily in their Pre- 
dictions? Or, why do they always couch their 


Prognoſtications in fuch Ambiguous Terms; 


that like the Delphick Oracle, may be taken in 


which Senſe. you. pleaſe, and applyed to any 


Nation, Prince, Time, or Perſon; as the A- 
ſtrologer ſhall pleaſe to comment, after ſome· 
thing of what he has ſaid at random may 8 
happen d? For from that infinite Variety o 


Stars and Aspects, it is very eaſie for a Bold So- 


phiſter in this Art, to cull out ſuch for his Turn, 
| as ſhall be proper to convince Ignorant People, 
that he was in the Right when he promis d 
them Long Life, Health, Honours, Riches, 
Children, Friends, Power, Victory, the En- 


joyment of their Loves, and ſuch like; or 
threatned the quite contrary; even juſt as they 


fallout. But, if at any Time they were catch 

in an apparent Falſhood, then they either 
complement a Man into a good Opinion of 
them, by telling him, A Wiſe Man has Domi- 
nion over the Stars; or they inſult over him by 
a Thouſand. Contempts of his ſuppos'd Folly; 
which, they ſay, reſiſted the Influence of the Stars, 


and binder'd their good Effect. Vet, theſe Sort of | 


People are in Chiefeſt Requeſt among the Prin- 


ces and Potentates of the Earth; eſpecially in : 


the Eaſt, where there's 8 to be done ei- 


ther 
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ther in Peace or War, without firſt conſulting 
the Aftrologer. Though really there is not 
a more unprofitable, not to ſay a more Peſtilen 
Race of Men in a Common-wealth 
Cornelius Tacitus, a grave Author, complain'd 
of *em in Old Time: So did Farro, with other 
Sincere Writers. And it was a Cuftom in Alex- 

andria formerly, for Aſtrologers to pay a certain 
Tribute, which they call'd Fools-pence, becauſe 
it was taken from the Gain which the Aſtrolo- 
gers made by their own Ingenions Folly, and 
the Credulous Dotage of their Admirers. 
My Dgnet, if our Lives and Fortunes depend 
upon the Stars, what Reaſon have we to be . 
fraid of any Thing? Why are we ſolicitous, and 
full of Needleſs Cares ? Let us leave all Thing; 
to God: And the Heavens, which cannot err, 
nor tranſgreſs the Decrees of Fate; will be out 
_ Guarantees till Death. But if our Lives and 
Fortunes are altogether Independent of the 
Celeftial Bodies, let us bid Good-Night to A. 
ſtrology, as the Vaineft Ape, or Mimick ofa 
Science, that ever Buffoon'd the World. | 
'Twas ſaid of Old by the Sages of Chaldaæa, 
'. That God had committed the Diſpoſal of Days to Mo- 
ſes, and of Hours to jor the Son of Mary; but, 

That be bad reſerv'd the Moments to himſelf, and bis 

laſt Favourite. Let us therefore every Minute of 
our Lives wait on him, the Father of all things, with 
an entire Reſignation, 5 
But, there is a ſort of Puny-Spirited Men, ſo 
timorous and void of True Faith, That they 
will rather believe any Thing, though the moſt 
Incongruous Fictions of Hobgoblins, Ghoſts, &c. 
than the Dictates of Solid Reaſon. They trem- 
ble at the Report of Things which have no Exi- 


| ftence in Nature; and whoſe very 1dea-is full of 


Impoſhbilities and Contradittions. Yet they 
F602 e will 
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will ſtand the Brunt of Truth with Brazen 
Foreheads, and reſiſt the Dint of Rational Ar- 
zuments, like ſo many Coloſſas s. Hence it comes 
to paſs, That whereas one Lie is apt to take 
away the Reputation of any Honeſt Man, ſo that 
he ſhall not be beliey'd when he ſpeaks true; On 
the contrary here in our Caſe, if an Aftrologer 
in his Random-Predictions, by mere Chance hits 
upon remarkable Truth, it procures him Credit _ 
for all the Lies that ever he has, or can be guitty 
of. Impertinent and prepoſterous ſort of Fel- 
lows; who, whilſt they pretend to know, and 
forete] Future Things, are ignorant of that 
which is Paſt, or Preſent; and when they ate 
impudently aſſerting their Familiarity with the 
Houſes of the Twelve Signs in the Zodfack, know 
not what is done in their own Homes, and Beds, 
As this Epigram ſays: 1 


Aſtra tibi athereo pandunt ſeſe omnia Vati; 
 Omnibus© que ſint Fata futura monem: 

Omnibus aſt Vxor, quod ſe tua publicat, id te 

Aſtra, licet videam Omnia, nulla monent. 


feet 


But that which appears moſt ſtrange is, That 
they afcribe the very Gift of Propheſie to the 
Stars; alſo of the Origin of Religions, the Se. 
erets of Conſcience; the Power of working Mi- 
racles, and Caſting but Devils; the Efficacy of 
Prayers, and even our Immortal Happineſs or Mi- 
ſery after this Life. Thus they aſſert, That when 
Gemini is the Ajcendant, and in Conjunction with 
Saturn and Mercury under Aquarius, in the Ninth 
Houſe, a Prophet is Born at that Time, And there- 
fore Feſus the Meſſias was endu'd with fo many 
Matchleſs Gifts and Abilities, becauſe he had 
Saturn in his Configuration with Gemini, 

Thus they diftribute the Various Seats of Re- 
V M 2 ligion 
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ligion that are on Earth, into their diſtinct 


Claſſes, according to the different Aſteriſms A- 
bove; Jupiter being Tuppos'd the General Pa- 
tron. of all Religion. on this Ground, they 
aſcribe the Religion of the Fews to Fupiter and 
Saturn; of the Chaldæans, to Fupiter and Mars; 
of the Egyptians, to Fupiter and the Sun; of the 
Arabians, to Fupiter and Venus; of the Chriſtians, 
to Fupiter and Mercury: And that Religion or Ir- 
religion of Antichriſt, which is to come, they 
aſcribe to Fupiter and the Moon. They ſay alſo, 
that Ma es preſcrib'd the Obſervation. of the Sabbath, 
from Aſtrological Grounds; it being dedicated to St: 
turn. They aſcribe the Deluge to the Influence 
of the Stars; and the Law given on Mount Sinai, 
is in their Divinity owing to the ſame Original. 
They attribute the Co jon of Feſus the Sor 
of Mary, to Venus; and his ſuppoſed Death to 


Mars. They affirm, that the Meſſias himſelf was 


the greateſt b e of his Time: That he 


made a particular Choice of Hours, wherein to 
work his Miracles, and to paſs through the 
Streets of Feruſalem, without receiving Dam- 
age from the Jews. Which made him once 
ſay to his Diſciples, Are ibere not Twelve Hours 
in 4 Day? when they warn'd him not to go 
into the City on ſuch a Day for fear of the 


— 


N ; 125871 55 
Tbey add, That whoſoever has Mars happily 
placed in the Ninth Houſe, at his Nativity, ſhall 


have Power to Expel Demons from the pol- 
ſeſs'd; And wholozver has the Moon with Fu- 
piter in Conjunction with the Dragons Head, in 


the Zenith, and ſhall pray to God, whatſoever 


he deſires ſhall be granted: And that Immor- 
14l Felicity depends on Fupiter and Saturn, if they 
be happily poſited in Leo. For, . whoſvever has 
this Configuration, his Soul after Death baing 

e a 


GO” n nde mn ml.. 


di 
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freed from Infinite Streights and Perils, ſhall 
aſcend to its Original and Native Seat, the Re- 
gion of Endleſs Liberty and Bliß. 

All this may be true, for ought I know but 
till J have a Demonſtration for it, I ſhall detire to 
ſuſpend my Belief. In the mean while, this is 
my pets That all Things depend on Everla ſting De- 
| Whether the Stars be Inftruments in Exe-- 
cuting the Eternal Deerees or no, it matters not 
much. Al ſublunary Beings muſt obey"the Law that 
cannot be revoked. 

Then ſuffer not thy ſelf, Dear Friend, to be 
diſmay'd,” or over- anxious at any Thing that 
412 in this Mortal oy 82 e that 


: > Mini memento fiber in ; rduis 
Ser varr Mentem : non ſecuns in bonis © * 
Al inſolemi temperatam 
; e, Moriture, BC. 


Fhnaly, My i mov'd at Nothing Ac | 
dieu. * 5 


Paris, th. of ub rich. Moon, = 
| ee 1 
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LETTER Xl. 


T 9 1bro Kalphaſer, Effendi, a Man of Let- 
ters at Conſtantinople. 


J Congrtuat the Honour thou haft, in being 

made * Superviſor of that Noble Work; an 

_ Univerſal Hiſtory of the World. I wiſh thee - 

and due other” Undertakers, a whole Zegyre of 
3 - 
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H appines whoſe Date may commence with the 


Fini 1 | 
The Mufti has ordered me to addreſs to thee 
fuch farther Inſtructions. as are neceſſary to ren 
der the Hiftory complete; that nothing either 
of Subſtance or Ornament may be wanting, 
I formerly ſent that Patriarch of the Faithful, 
a Scheme, or Model of the whole Work, which 
I: drew. up in the beft Manner I could for the 
time that was allewed me. Naw I ſend thee one 
more ample and correct; tis inelos d in the Box 
which comes with this: Wherein thou wilt alſo. 
find a large Catalogue of Hiſtorians. containing 
almoſt all that have written the Affairs of King- 
doms and Empires, fince the Beginning of the 
World; With their particular Characters; that 
thou mayſt diſtingufn ſuch as are worthy of Cre- 
dit, *from the Authors of Figments. Neither art 
thou to wonder, that I have in theſe Papers, gi- 
ven thee Cautions how to uſe, even ſome of thoſe 
_ whom we eſteem of greateft Integrity and Re- 
utation. For, though they ſcorned to broach 
ables, or tranſmit Ramances to Poſterity; yet 
they were Fleſh and Blood as well as other Men; 
and many times their Intereſt or Paſſions byaſs d 
their Judgment, and drew. their Pens into Cabal 
with a Party. Thus Herodotus himſelf, though: 
_ otherwiſe a Man of approv'd. Veracity; yet, 


ing this Illuſtrious Volume. 


when he relates the Wars of the dobenians, ap- 


pears too partial to his darling Country-Men; 
and lets thoſe Paſſages eſcape his Pen in their 
Favour, which are contradicted by Plutarch and 


other more diſintereſſed Writers, and for which he 
is particularly reproacked by Plutarch, in a Trea- 


tiſe of his, Entituled ['0f the Malice of Herodotus. ] 
Therefore, in Caſes of this Nature, thou art 
not to confide wholly oo ge Author, whom 


thou, haſt Reaſon to ſu 


uilty of Fiction in 
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Hiſtory ; or ſupinely paſs thy Sentiments into 
thoſe of another, without examining whether his 
Relations be true or falſe: But having ſo great a 
Throng of Teſtimonies, reſerve the laſt Appeal to 
thy ſelf, and let thy ownFudgment be the Tribunal, 
where every ones Sentence is finally deter min'd. 
Thus much may ſerve for a Direction, as to 
the Matter of the Hiſtory. What concerns the 
ſeyeral Periods of Time, wherein Things were 
done; Authors cannot with ſuch Reaſon, be ſup- 
pos'd deſignedly Faulty, as miſtaken in their 
Chronology; and thoſe chiefly, who wrote in 
latter Times; and ſeem only to have collected 
and tranſcribed out of others, what was for their 
Turn. And, thou wilt have Reaſon, to be parti- 
cularly circumſpect, in what thou takeft on the 
Credit of Diodorus Siculus, Pliny, Paterculus, and. 
ſome others; who ſeem to have been too Preci- 
pitate in fixing the Terms and Periods of Time, 
| requiſite to the Illuſtrating their Hiſtories, with- 
out making a due Compariſon of the ſeveral 
Epocha's in Uſe among the Precedent Hiſtorians ; 
from whom they borrow their Ligllt. 
In Order therefore, to the rendring this Uni- 
verſal Hiſtory, the moſt correct and free from 
Error of any yet Extant; to the Eternal Honour 
of the Muſſulmans, and Advantage of all Man- 
kind: It will be neceſſary for thee to have a 
Right Notion of all the different Hegyras; or 
Comptuation of Years, us'd by divers Nations, 
from the Firſt Invention of Records to this Day. 
Theſe I have nam'd in ſhort, at the Tops of Co- 
lumes to which they belong, in the Scheme I have 
ſent in the Box. Now I will explain their Mean- - 
ing to thee, and ſhew which are of moſt Import 
in this Work, and which not. Che 
| To begin then with that i which is com- 
monly taken for a Series of the Years of the 
te” Ts M4 World, 


World, or a Computation from the ſuppos d Ori- 
gin of Time: Thou dughteſt to obſerve, that this 
is moſt diſputable and uncertain of all other 
Fpotha's, in Regard it is impoſſible to adjuſt the 
aiferent "Accounts of the Fews, Gretians, Romans, 
Exyptians, Arabians, Penn, and other Nations ; 
not to mention the almoſt Eternal Chronologies 
of the Chmeſes and Indians, which extend many 
Millions of Years beyond the ſuppos' d Time of 
the World's Creation. 5 
Wiſhing thee therefore, in this Point, to ad. 
here to thoſe Epocha's which are moſt commonly 


receiv'd in the Eaſt, we will paſs to Nuab's Flood; 
wherein thou muſt 5 no other Light, fave 
what is deriv'd from Moſes and the Hebrew Do- 
ctors. Which has occaſiond many to confound 
this Deluge, with thoſe of Peucalian and Ogypes, 


mention'd by 0vid ; and other Gentile Writers. 


Ard indeed, it may well ſtart a Scruple in a Mind 
not over credulous; how it came to paßs, that 
this Unrverſal Deluge of Noah ( fuppoſing it to 
be ſuch) was recorded by no other Nation on 
Earth, ſave only by the 'Jews? As if it had; not 


equally concerned all Mankind, to tranſmit to 


Pofterity, the exact Time of ſo General a De- 
population of our Race, made by Water. But 
fo far are we from finding any fuch Memoirs, tliat 
there are no Fobtſteps to be tracd of the bare 
Matter of Fact; or any Mention made of a Flood, 
fave thoſe of 0g wes and Dencalion. Whence pro- 


ceeded this Neglect in the Writers of A 


What Intereſt, Prepoſſeſſion or Prejudice, could 
byaſs the Phenicinn Antiquaries, the Perfizn Magi, 


the Chaldean Suges, the Indim Gymnoſophiſts, or 


the Bonz”s of China, from Regiſtring fuch an In- 
undation, as (if the Story be true) ſwept away 


all the Race of Alam from the Fuce of the Earth, 


et: LE Ferfore? Or, mull we ippoſe tha: 
A gg . : . | 0c 


thoſe Eight Perſons combined · together to gonceal 
ſo great a Cataſtrophe of Human Nature from 
their Poſterity, making, their Children believe, 
that they were the firſt Mortals that ever livd on 

Earth ? If: ſo, howycome the Poſterity of Sem to 
be favour d with the Firft Diſeovery of the 

Truth ? And thoſe of F apber; and Cham, to remain 
ignorant of their Fathers Deliverance: from the 
All- deſtroying Deng es 

It nas been uſual with the Learned Nægarenes 
of late, to cry lomn the Writings of Manethen the 
Agyptian, Beriſua the Chaldaan, Ehila the Je; with 
Metaſtbenes, Anni, and other Authors of An- 


tiquity ; becauſe they have deliver'd Relations 


which thwart the Errors of theſe Modern Wri- - 
ters: On the fame Score they contemn the Per- 
fan Antiquaries and Poets, with all the Records 
of the Baſt, as Babulous and mot worthy of Cre - 
dit, becauſe e been more careful than o- 
ther Nations; eſpeeially than thoſe in the eſt, 
to conſerve the Hiſtor y of the Firſt Ages of che 
Werld entire, and free from Gorruption. But, 
with What Face wäll any :Rational Man faſten 
this Calumny on Priſtine Rm; chat ſbe was the 
Movber-of Fable cand. „Which all the World - 
knows to have been che ſole Nurſe and Seminary | 
of Science and Fruth ? Could nat ſhe inform her 
Rfaright inthe Hiſtory of the World, who firſt 
taught the Uſe ef Letters to other Nations ?. 
Where was there any Monument of Aptiguity 
chat came not out of Agypr:? Or hat Leat ning 

that was not firſt derived from the City of-the . 
Sun? Moſes himſelf, that Renowned Lawgiver ef 
| theJ/azlites, had his Education at the Feet. of 
the Zp yptien Philoſophers. ;. and the whole Sy- 
| ftem of his Laws, is but a partial..Epitome of 
their Statutes 5 which, by Adding. Diminiſhing, 
and Altering, he fitted to cry peculiar Traditi- 
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on and Coftoms of the Offspring of Facob. And 
| uy may we not ſuppoſe he did the ſame in the 
Hiſtorical Part ofhis Books? Particularly ſo far as 
tended to beget-Faith and Reverence in his Rea. 
ders, tothe Sanity of that which he celebrates 
under the Title of the Holy Line: In: which 
Noab was the Fanus with two Faces; one looking 
| backward; on the Old Word; the other forward, 
regard ing the future Ages of the New ? |} 
I fpeak with- Freedom, and after the manner 
of the Scepricks; believing that the Boldeft Diſqui, 
fitions, even in Things which are of Divine Aſſu- 
rance, are the boft Means to eſtabliſh the Truth, 
Let it not paſs therefore, for an Argument of In. 
fidelity or Atheiſm. (which ſome are pleas'd to 

mars my Charge) in that I firive to recoyer the 
_ oſt Antiquities of the World, out af the Ruins 
- of Time and Ignorance ;. And, that to this End, 
Leven call in Queſtion thoſe Records, which be 
ing father'd on . paſs for Divine Oracles; 
which contain Paſſages repugnant to Human 
KReaſon; anck appear infinitely more Fabulous 
than thoſe, which for their ſake, are condemn'd 
as ſuch, by the Superſtitious Nægarene. 

IX all this T have not contradicted the Aleoran, 
which confirms the Scriptures of the Old Teſta- 
ment; but declares at the fame Time, that the 
Divil bas inſerted many Errors into them: Eis only 
 againft theſe Errors I diſpute, adoring the Truth 

Wherever I find it; though it were written in 
Narchment, made of.the. Skin of an (Infidel; 
which thou, know'ſt, i. a great. an Abamination 4 

But to return to Nogb's.Fload, or: that of 0g yges 

e Dewcalion's, which thou wilt; (for as the Firft 
an Epocba of the Jews, ſo.the Two Latter ars 
remarkable £rg's:to the Gentiles ) thou wilt do 
well in uſing all Three, and leave the Scrutiny to 


ethers ; for twill involve them in a Labyrinth of 
Knotty Diſputes. S. | TIN 
The next Eporba among the Gentiles, is taken 
from the Burning of Ida; whereby Men occafio- 
nally found out the way to melt Iron, and form 
| it to their Neceſſary Uſes; and the next to that, 
is the Tranſlation of Ganymede : Then the Buil- 
ding of Trey: After that, the Expedition of Fa- 
ſon to get the Golden Fleece: And 45 Years af- 
ter that, begins the great Epocha of the Grecians; 
the Firſt 0/[ympiad inſtituted by Hercules: Next 
ſucceed the @lympiads of Tphitus. I ſhonld have 
mention d the Fewiſh Epocha; which begins with 
their Departure out of Egypt. But, in Regard 
this is only us d by the Writers. of. that Nation, 
thou wilt not find it of any great Import. The 
Years of Nabonaſſer are of general Obſervation - 
So is the Epocha from the Building of Rome: The 
Araof Alexander the Great, is uſe&by my Coun-- 
try-Men, the Arabian Writers. The Capitoline 
Games is an Tra, mention'd by ſome Roman A u- 
thors, but not of General Remark 
Theſe are all that are of any Note in Ancient 
Hiftory ;, for as to the Auguſtan Years, or thoſe 
reckon d from the Battel of Actium, they conti - 
nued not long, and are but ſparingly mention d 
in Hiſtory: But I had almoſt forgot the Caliꝑ- 
pick Periods, which muft not be omitted; and 
therefore I have plac'd them at the Top of a Co- 
lumn in the Scheme: They. commence from the 
Famous Battel between Alexander and Darius at 
* wherein the Perſianſ receiv d a Total De- 
As to more Modern Hiſtory, thou wilt have 
Occaſion to uſe the Chriſtian Era, the Hep yra of 
| the Arablians, and the Perfian: Epocha.. Thoumutt 
© alſoobſerve the Difference in the Fylian and Gre- 
| gorian: Accounts; The Epocha of Diocleſſau; the 


ou d render its Chronology 


test 
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aul : And above all Things, both in the 


Epochas of the Angient and Modern Hiſtory; W 


thou muſt have a Special Regard to the different 
Times of Lear, wherein each Diſtintt Ea begins. 
For, they do not all commence in one and the 
fame Moon, but vary their Dates from the Be. 
ginning of the Vear to the End. The Want of 


due Care therefore in this Point, wou 'd breed a 


great Confuſion in an- Univerſal Hiſtory; and 
Intricate and Obſcure. 

Follow the moſt Ancient Authorities, and be 
mot diſcourag at the Captious Remarks of Mo- 
dern Writers: For they grope in the Dark; and 


having ſet up to themſelves certain ſuppoſititious 
Land-Marks, whereby to meaſure the Age of the 


World, they Quarrel with the Ancient Sages for 
Aying, Tis of Ionger Standing. As af thoſe, ho 


are but of Yeſterday, knew better the. Extent of 
Time backwards, t an ſueh as ned above To 

Thouſand ears ago. Thus — retreneh the 
Monarchy; 


Primitive Succeſſions of the 4 
hecauſe they are dated before 


ir Fewiſb Epoch 


of Noab's Flood: and in the ſame Manner they 


deal with the Agyptians and Indians of the Eaſt; 

becauſe thoſe Kingdoms were in Being, long be- 
he Time theſe Upſtarts have ſet for the 

ing of the World 

But be not thou Partial to ehe Truth, nor 

Swear. to the Words of ſuch as have narrow Con- 


cCeits of God and his Works: Daubtleſs, he is 


Omnipotent and Eternal; and it is no Hereſy to 
firm; That the Univerſe, Bob in Extent of Time and 
Place, is Adæ 3 to thoſe r Charatters 


of? 115 Arebit 
| Paris, th. -of the cach; u, 


ile der 1681. e 


88 


. 
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IE T TER XII. 


Jo the Wiſeſt f the Wiſe, abe Rey of he 
Treaſures of Knowledge, the Venera- 
5 e 
Have obey'd the Orders gf thy Sangity, in 
| 1 Writing ro 47e Kalphaſer re the Sue . 


Fhayedifpatch'd to him all the Neceflary Inſtru- 


| tions be ſeems to want; together with a more 


ample and accurate Scheme of the Work, to 


which thou haſt appointed him. When the Tran- 
E {ators ſhall have procur'd the Books L. have 
named in a Catalogue, there will be nothigg more 
wanting, but the Compilers Care in delivering, a 


Correct Chronology. Where it will be neceſ- 


| fary to deviate from the. Nazarene and Fewtfh Hi- 


| ſtorians 3/who ſeem to have entail'd Wen ge of 
the World, and repreſented it Infinitely Yo 


3 
8 


unger 


than it is, in the Records of the moſt Ancient 


aud unſuſpekted Writers. 
The Ground of this Error, no doubt, was 
partly the Ambition of the Fewiſß Nation, 
poſſeſs a Fame of greateſt Antiquity, and to be 
accounted Older than other Countries; and part - 
ly the Loſs of fuch Monuments and Records, as 
were extant in other Nations before Naah's Flood. 


Of all People on the Earth, the Fews ſeem to 


have been moſt Guilty of impoſing on the World 
an Opinion of their Antiquity, and A 1— 


zing their Linc above all. the Race of Adam. And 


from them, the Error is tranſmitted to the Chri- 
ſtians; who. giving a kind of implicit and blind 
Faith to the Hebrew H iſtor ians; have confin'd 


the Age of the World within the Compaſs of Six 


Thouſand Years ; whereas, if other Chronologies. 


be true, it may, for ought we know, be above. 
Six Hundred Thouſand Years Old. The 
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Nation, co 


Gyant; who, when his Gueſts were 100 , | 


2 54 Tetter Nr h Vol. VIII. 


The Xgyptian Chronicles give us an Account 
of no leſs than ſeventeen Succeſſive Qynaſties, or 
Governours in that Nation, before the Fermi and 
Chriſtian Epocba's of the Origin of Time. The Af. 

riaus boaſt of a Race of Kings long before Noah's. 

lood; whoſe” Succeſſion continued down to the 
Reign of Sardamapalis, without the leaſt Interrup- 
tion or Vacancy made by any ſuch Deluge. But 


the Chineſe and Indiaus exceed all the Reſt of the 


'World in the prodigious Antiquity of their Re- 
cords. And among the latter, their Brachmavs aſ- 
ſert the Age of the World to be little leſs than 


Infinite or Eternal. The Laws and Hiſtories of 
this Nation, (I ſpeak of the Gentile Indians) are 


Written in a Language which is now Antiquated, 


and has no Affinity with any other Speech in the 


World. And the Books that are extant in this 


Language aſſert, that it was the Firſt and Pri- 


mitive Speech of Mankind. None underftand it 


at this Day, but the Prieſts; and ſuch as they 


Vouchſafe to teach it to, in their Schools and 


Colleges. Yet this is the Language wherein are 
Written the Hiftories of their 


| | rſt Kings, the 
Original of their Government, and the Fables of 


the Worlds Immenſe Antiquity. 


Certainly, it would be a Deed worthy of thy 
Munificence, to procure a Tranilation of ſome of 
theſe Records, that ſo we may no longer be in the 
Dark, as to the Hiftory of that Renowned Nati - 
on. And I could heartily wiſh our Chronology. in 
this Work, might receive: ſome Light from ſuch 


unqueſtionable Monuments. 


The Chriſtians declaim againſt every Thing, 
that does not ſuit with their Tenets.. They ſet 
up their private Errors as the Standard of Truth; 
and reject whatſoever contradicts theſe, as Fa- 
bulous. and Heretical. In this they act like the 


r „ onen rn ors uro Heese A nHPpnO_©rst 
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Bel, cas d them to be ſtreteb'd but with Enpines and 
when they were 100 long, be cut off their, Legs or Heads, 
10 make em fit for their Lodging. So do the Magarenes 
deal with Ancient Writers, and eſpecially with 
ſuch as extend the Age of the World beyond their 
Narrow -Epocha.z_ reſolving not to admit of any 
Chronology, which exceeds the Limits of their 
own. They retrench whole Ages, and reduee 
the indefinite Meaſure of paſt Time to a Span. 
They eſteem the Indians as Fools, eaſily impos d 
on by their Crafty Prieſts; and all the Records 
of the: Eaſt paſs with them for Fables, or the 
Dreams of Poets. There is no Reaſon thæt the 
enlightened Muſſulmans ſhould be their Apes, 
and Mock at Oriental Hiftory ; ſince we are 
Taught from our Cradles, That all Wiſdom comes 
Fee, dio wht oe 
But they will object perhaps, How is it poſſi- 
ble, That any Records cou'd be preſery'd, of the 
Times before the Flood, except ſuch as were 
ſav'd in Noab's Ark; fince that Univerſal Inunda- 
tion, ſwept. away all the Reſt of Mankind; and 
muſt needs utterly. Efface their Writings and 
Monuments? To this I Anſwer, That they can- 
not prove this Inundation to be Univerſal : Not 
ev'n out of their own Scriptures; which I have 
narrowly examin d in this Point, and find the 
Deluge Limited to that Part of the Earth, which 
was Inhabited at that Time. Which Verbal Li- 
mitation Suppoſes, that the whole Globe was nei- 
ther Inhabited, nor Drown'd;, or elſe they muſt 
allow a Tautology in the Scriptures...  _. 
Bäeſides, it is evident from what the Bible ſays, 
concerning Ngab's Preaching an Hundred and 
Twenty Years. before the Flood, that this was 
but a particular Deluge, inflicted as a. Puniſh- 
ment on that obqdurate and impenitent Nation 
| whezreheliv'd, and who derided the Warnings of 


7 
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the Prophet. For it cannot be ſupposd, 


dab wandered up and down over the Face of the 


bole Barth, to Preach every where, and warn 
Al Maakind ef tho approaching Calamity. And 
__Hwoula%feem Partial in God, to ſend him to 
Preach to one People only, and det the reſt of the 
World die in Ignorance. Either therefore there 
were no more People in the World, than thoſe 


of his on Nation; or at leaft, there were no 
more to bedrown'd. He was .employ'd- in Buil- 
ding the Ark dur ing the Time that he Freachd; 
- and the Aleoram makes mention of the Water that | 
boil'd in Noaꝰs Pot; which are D N 


guments, chat he went not out of his own 
3 umleſs we will ſuppoſe he carried the Ark, 


aud his Pot along with him; one of Which is im- 
= er the other ridiculous; and boch of them | 


r Noub and 
his Three Sons, 00 Baildizn: Ark ſo big, -as. to 


Hof Abſurdities. 
Add to this, that it 


contain all the Species of Clean Beaſts and Birds 


Fourteens; and the Unclean by Fours; and 
have Room enough to lay up Proviſion ſuſßiei- 


| ent ta Nouriſh his Family; fs ond Infinite 
Number of Ling Oreatures: Some of -whieh 
would multiply upon him every Moon; others 


in a little mere Time; and all of them within : 


the Year that they were confin'd to the Ark: 
For ſo long did the Flood laſt. 


It is evident then, that it was but Particular 


Deluge; and that the Ark was made only large 
enough to contain the Species of Beaſts and Birds 
peculiar to chat Country. For if it were other- 


wiſe, anether Difficulty will ſtart, how all the 


Innumerable Kinds of Beaſts could Tranſport 


themſelves from the Iſlands, and Remote Regi- 
ons, to the Ark; and from thenee back again to 


the Places from whence they Ame; after the 


Fleod was abated; and dried up? F: A. 


K WwrmHt 
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A great deat more might be faid ; but this is 
{ficient to render it very Probable, if not to 

Demonſtrate, that this was no more than a par- 
ticular 1 cg which God was reſolv'd to Ex- 
terminate the Infidels out of that Land: Even 
as he has inflited Fudgments as Terrible on other 
Nations; deſtroying them by Jene de or Ve- 
hement Winds, or by Armies of Wild Beaſts; as 
the Alcoran oſten intimates. Other Hiſtories 
ſpeak of whole Cities in Africk, with all their In- 
babitants, turned into Stone, in one 7 time, 45 4 
Puniſhment of their Wallowing in that Vice; whoſe ue 
ty Imagination creates a Horrour in Chaſte Souls. 
_ Suppoſing therefore, that only Armenia, or the 
5 wort Countries, were overwhelm'd in this 
Deluge; it will be eaſy to ſuggeſt, that the other 
Nations, ſuch as Egypt, "China, and the Iudiec, 
might retain their Chronologies uncorrupt, from 
their Original Source of Time. —— 
It is of great Importance to True Hiſtory, that 
this Point ſhould be throughly examin d, and the 
Extent of the Flood adjuſted. For, if it could be 
apparently made out, that Noahs Flood was but 
ſuch another as thoſe of 0gyges and Deucalion; all 
the Miſts which darken Antiquity, would Va- 
 niſh. The whole Firmament of Chronology 
would become Clear and Serene; and we ſhould” 
Walk in the Light of the Primitive Ages, with - 
out being dazl'd, or ford to Win. 
Methinks, L behold this Light nnen from 
afar, like Aurora, the: Chearfil atbinger of Ap-- 
ptoaching Day. Methinks I'fee” the Splendour 
of Hiſtorical Truth tiling from the Orient, and 
Gilding the Tops of thoſe Mountains; Whichthe 
Iznorance and Super ſtition of ſome, the Pride 
| And Ambition of others, have raiſed. to hinder 
dur Proſpect of the far extended. Ages of the Pri- 
mitive World. And without — OI: 


Ty 
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bole, I dare be bold to preſage, That à little more 
Knowledge in the Indian Language and Hiſtories, 
will bring thoſe Things to Light, which bave been bid 
2 — Thouſands of Tears, from tbe greateſt Part of 


So on then, thou Sacred Patron of Hiſtory ; 
Go on to encourage this Unparallel'd Work 
Send Meſſengers to the Indies; Men of Learning 
and Prudence: Let them Court the Brachmans 
with the Promiſes of Ineftimable Rewards. Let 
them try to win thoſe Renown'd Philoſophers, to 
come with their Books to the Sanctuary of the 
World; that ſo this Univerſal Hiftory, may 
Tranſcend all that have been Written before it; 
and that the Proud Contemners of the Muſſul- 
mans, may have this Proverb Common among 
themſelves, when they would affert any Thing 


_ ſeriouſly, to ſay, It js as true as an Oracle, or as the 


Chronology of thoſe who Believe the Alcoran. Great 


_ Light of ibe Faithful, Adieu. 


of the Tear 1681. Ve : 
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| To Cara Hali, Phyſician in Ordinary ” 


) 


the Grand Signior. 


m now arriv'd to a Great Age, and have 
I rubb'd through many Fatigues in my Life- 
time. I have ſtood the Brunt of a Thouſand Pe- 
rils, and undergone much Hardſhip. Pains and 
Afflictions have invaded me in Body and Soul. 
Labour, Perſecution. and Grief, have been the 


Portion of my paſt Years, Now I would fait 
There 
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Therefore I have Recourſe to thee, my Old 
Friend, who haſt often afforded me thy Counſel in 
time of Need. I do not Addreſs for Faſhion ſake, 
or to diſcover the vaſt Eſteem I have for a Phyſici- 
n, whoſe Skilful Preſcriptions have ſo often ſav'd 
my Life. No, No: I'm really in want ofthy Aid; 
and no Man but thy ſelf can Cure nme. 
It is not eaſy for me to define my Diftemper, 
fince 'tis Heterogeneous, and complicated of ma- 
ny different Maladies. However, it is fit that 
thou ſhouldſt be inform'd of the particular Symp- 
roms, and the Cauſes, as far as I can guels at em: 
And I can do no leſs, than make thee in Part my 
Methinks I feel the Reverſion of my Youthful 
Vanitites, Inherit the Entail of my paſt Plea- 
ſures; which is certainly nothing but Pain and 
Torment. Thoſe Agonies which I laugh'd at in 
other Men, are now fallen to my own Share. The 
Comedies of my Greener Years, are become the 
Senſible Tragedies of my Weather-beaten Age. 
\ WhilftI Sweat, Frown, and make a Thouſand 
Grimaces at the Anguiſh given me by the Gout, 
Stone, Strangury, Cholick, Cramp, and other A- 
| cute Diſeaſes, which Excruciate me by Turns: I 
think the Divine Nemeſis has appointed ſome Devil 
tor an Inquiſitor and Tormenter of every Bone, 
Vein, Artery, Nerve, Muſcle, and Gut ia my 
| Body. Surely, I'm laid in the Firſt Pickle of Na- 
| ture's Wrath: I wiſh it may be the Laſt, For I 
| do not in the leaſt covet her Ill-will 
Then I have my Succeſſive Intervals of Drop- 
Ves, Aſthma's, Dyſenteries, Fevers,. Conſumptions.; 
and God knows how many more Species of Sick- 
nels, Yet ſometimes I am as ſeemingly well in 
| Health, as Marogli Zudiſtan, the Old Aga that 
| bhv'd juſt by the 0beluk.in the Hippodrom, who 
F 
2 Ts | "ery a 


fery'd Seventeen Years in the Wars of Pera; 
hd till he was Eighty and Nine Years Old; 

et never was let Blood, took Phyfick, or was 

I proteſt, tis hard for me to gueſs at my on 
Conſtitution, or to find out the Originals of thoſe 
different Habits in my Body. Net I have a feeling 
Senſe of that my ſelf, which I cannot 'expreſs to 
another. | : . 
Sometimes I think there is ſome Native and 
Radical Venom in my Body, deriv'd from the 
Influence of Malignant Stars, that had the Do. 


minion at my Birth; though how, or why it 


ſhould beſo, I am altogether Ignorant. Neither 
can any Aſtroleger, with all his Schemes and 
Heavenly Figures, convince me which of the 
Conſtellations or Planets did me the Fatal In- 
| ny: I give no Credit to their Antiquated Tales 
of Trines, Conjuntt ions, Oppoſitions, Qpartiles, 
and the Reſt of their Egyptian Jargon. I believe 


there may be ſomething True aud Saered at the 


Bottom of Aſtrology, but tis cover'd with a 


Heap of Rubbim, Rilles and Obſervations. And 


they that take moſt Pains, dig deepeſt, and make 
the Narroweſt Seareh into the Ruins of that Noble 
Science, ſhall for one genuine Pearl, find a Thou- 
fand Counter feits; 5 "Truth, a "Thouſand 
Errors. It fares-with Aſtroiogy, as it does with 
A is Oantonired into Innumerable 
*ts and Fattions; each poſitively aſſerting, 


that they hæve the only ſncorrupt Laws of God: 


Whereas, if you make a Strict Scrutiny, you ſhall 
Atid e a very little Sincere Piety, hut Abundance 
ef Prophaneneſs, Hypoerify, and Superſtition. 

Well, let it be how it will, whether the Stars 
have any Hand in the Plot of Human Events 


or no; whether Satum or Marr be Malevolent 


ur Benigu Planets, it matters not much: No 


more 
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more does it to hear what they prate of all the 
Various Aſpects and Configurations of the o- 
ther Stars. This I am ſure of, That I endure a 
great many Pains; which, let them be deriv'd . 
Toa Above. or Below, are very troubleſome. - 
*'Tis poſſible, that all, or moſt Diſtempers which 
afflict Human Bodies in ſo many different Kinds, 
may be but the Effects of One Original Indiſ- 
poſition, or Artaxy, in our Animal Spirits; or 
ſome Hereditary Contagion in our Blood, or 
Seminal Peſts in our Humours; which Proteus 
like, appears in different Forms; e 
it up and down our Bodies in the Diſguiſe of 
Fevers, Agues, Phthiſicks, Coughs, Conſump : 
tions, Rheumatiſms, Pleuriſies, and a Thouſand 
more. Or, perhaps our Vitals are not ſound-: 
Some Fall, or Knock, or other Accident in our 
Infancy, might put us out of Frame: Or the De- 
baucheries of Youth may leave their Sting be- 
hind them, to chaſtiſe our Riper Vears, and teach 
us Wiſdom before it is too lates © 
Ltell thee in ſhort; all my Maladies, as I con- 
jecture, owe their Original to an IIl-temper d 
Spleen, and Vitiated Aypocondria. This, as 1 
ſaid before, I can eaſily feel within my ſelf, but 
can hardly expreſs the Manner how it comes to 
paſs, with that Accuracy as is requiſite to make 
another ſenſible of it: Only in General Terms, 
J ſuppoſe it has made me extremely Melancholy 
at ſome Times; and as exceſſively Merry and 
Frolickſom at others; Both which Paſſions, thou 
know'ſt, have an ill Influence on the Heart, Mi- 
driff, Pericardium, Liver, and Lungs. This I 
have found by frequent and long Experience, 
though I will not undertake to deſcribe the Me- 
chanick Operation of theſe Contiguous Vitals 
one upon another: Eſpecially to thee, who art 
the moſt. Accompliſh'd and Curious A 
| 9 
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of this Age. Suffice it to ſay, that I have per- 
ceiv'd within my ſelf, the Violent and Forcible 
Contradiction or Dilatation, Heating or Cbol- 
ing of any of theſe Interiour Principal Parts; 
to be very pernicious to my Health; having an 
immediate Influx on all the Reſt, and fo on the 
Blood, wherein is contain'd the very Eſſence of 
JJ... ooo 
My Dear Phyſician, Our Bodies are perfect 
Machines, and ſubjett to the like Miſchances, 
If but a Straw, a Pin, or any ſuch Diminutive 
Trifle, get between the Wheels of a Watch, 'tis 
_ preſently diſordered in its Motion. The whole 
Frame of the Artificial Mechaniſm, is either at 
a Stand, or goes too ſlow, or faſt; or at leaſt, 
very unevenly. So the Smalleft Irregular'Paſ- 
ſion, in any of the Chief Members of our Bodies, 
diſturbs and violates the Peace of all the Reſt; 
It ſpoils their Harmony, and makes them jarr 
juſt like a Viol, when ſome blundering Hand 


has new-turn'd the Pegs, after a skilfull Muſi- 


cian had put the Inſtrument in Tune. 5 
Beſides, there is a ſtrange Chain of Conſe- 
quences without. Our Paſſions hurt not our 
ſelves only, but others; and we receive again 
the Revenge of the Damage we gave. For, 
there is an Eternal Circulation of Juftice in the 
World. The Whole Univerſe is but a Piece of 
Clock-Work, where one Motion begets Another 
to Infinity, and one Stop in the Meaneft Wheel 
would put all the Reſt to an equal Stand. We 
Mortals are Parts of this Grand Mechaniſm; 
and have our Particular Shares in the Diſaſters 
that happen to the Whole. I, for my Part, by 
many caſual Jolts of Misfortune; the deſigned 


Bruiſes of Enemies, and the cor roding Teeth of 


Time, am almoſt worn out: If thou wilt by thy 
Skill reſtore me again, and put me in Frame, the 
; LF | Praiſe 
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Praiſe will be thy own: Otherwiſe, the Firſt 
Artiſt muſt even take me to Pieces, diſſolve this 
Uſeleſs Maſs; and when I am thus reduc'd to 
my Original Element, he may new-mold my 
Puttile Subſtance, and hammer it to what Fa- 
fhion and End he pleaſes. | EE 
Only I beg of him, rather to make me any 
Four-Footed Beaſt, than a Spaniard, a Dutchman, 
or a Few, among Men: For theſe are the Scan- 
dals of Human Race. : 


Paris, 2d. of the 3d. Moon, 
of the Near 1682. 
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To Abdel Melec Muli Omar, Preſdent 
ef the Coll. of Sciences at Fez. 


] Have had to do lately with Men pretending 
1 to Aſtrology: Perſons of many Words and 
oſtentous Expreſhons, but of little Senſe, and leſs 
Knowledge, even in the very Science they boaſt 
of. I can compare them to none more proper- 


ly, than to thoſe Travellers, who viſit Foreign 


ountries, that they may come home laden with 
Romances and Fables, with Trifling Remarks 
and Jejune Obſervations, to make a crackling 
Noiſe among the Vulgar ; whilſt Wiſe Men 
laugh at their Folly, in that after all their Ex- 
travagant Rambles Abroad, they are not able 
to give a Rational Account of any Thing to the 
purpoſe; and are perfectly Strangers to the Place 
of their own Nativity. So theſe pretended Star- 

Gazers, whilſt they boaft of being familiarly 
- acquainted with all the Regions of the Sky; 
can draw Maps, Charts, and Figures of the 
1 . Remote 
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Remote Heavens, delineate, the Houſes. of the 
Zoliack, the Courſe of the Signs, the Govern- 
ments, Laws, and Influences of the Planets and 
Conſtellations; are ignorant of their own Dome- 
ſtick Region, this Globe whereon they dwell. 
They know not the Things with which they are 
daily converſant; much leſs can they penetrate 
into the Secrets of the Earth, or diſcover the 
Things that are under their Feet. 


Wherefore turning my Back on theſe vain Scio- 


lifts, I approach with Reverence to Thee, who 
art accompliſh'd in the Myſteries of thoſe Worlds 
Above, and this below. I have two Difficulties 


upon my Mind, which I beſeech thee to ſolve. 
The firſt is concerning the Original of the Blacks 


or Neproes : the other about the Flux and Reflux 
I was in Company not long ago with an Emi- 


nent Phyſician of Faris, a Perſon of great Abi- 


lities, a Searching Spirit, and very Curious in 
his Natural Obſervations, Among other Sub- 
jects which we diſcours d of, we fell at length up- 


on the Grand Diviſion of Mankind into Blacks 


and Whites. Which carried us ſo far, as to en- 
quire into the Cauſes of this Difference in their 


Colour; whether it proceeded from the Vari- 


ous Heat and Influense of the Sun, or from the 
Divers Qualities of the Climates wherein they 
live; or finally, from ſome Specifick Properties 
in themſelves, in the Natural Frame and Con- 
ſtitution of their Bodies. EV 
He was of Opinion, That if Adam were Whize, 
all his Children muſt be ſo too; if Black, all his 
Poſterity muſt be of the ſame Colour. There- 
fore, by Conſequence, either the Blacks or the 
_ Whites are not the Deſcendents of Adam. This 
he endeayoured to prove by many plauſible Ar- 
Suments; but he infiſted. chiefly on one Experi- 
=p N ment 


ment he had ſeen made, when preſent at the 
Diſſection of a dead Negro. For he affirm'd, 
That between the Outward and Inward Skin 
of the Cor ps, was found a Kind of Vaſeular Plexus, 
ſpread over the whole Body like a Web or Net, 
which was fill d with a Juice as Black as Ink ; 
from whence he concluded, the Outward Skin 
receiv'd its Tincture. And in regard there is 
no fuch Web or Net to be found under the Skin 
of a White Man, it ſerv'd to him as an Argument, 
That they were Two different Species or Races 
of Men, from the very Firft Original of Mor- 
tals; Nature having given the One Kind an In- 
ward as well as an Outward CharaQteriftick to 
diſtinguiſh them from the Other, in this diverſe 
Organization of their Bodies. 5 


1 muſt confeſs, it has been my Opinion a long 
Time, That the Negroes or Blacks owe their Co- 
lour to a far higher and more ancient Original, 
than to the Curſe which Noah pronounced on 
Cham and all his Poſterity, as is commonly be- 
leved. And I cou'd even grant them to be a 
different Race from that of Adam: For it is no 
new Thing with me, to conceive, 'That Mankind. 
had a different Original from that which is Re- 
corded in the Book that goes under Moſes's Name. 
And I dare be bold to ſay, That that Book | of 
Geneſis ] was either not penn'd by Moſes; or if it 

were, that it has been much corrupted in After- 
Times; and that at preſent there is not any 
known True Copy of it in the World, For how 
"can we Father ſo many Incongruities, as are to 
be found in that Book, on the Holy Prophet? Or 
if he were really the Author of ſuch Contradicti- 
ons and Abſurdities, how can we believe him, 
without forfeiting our Senſe. God gave us our 
Reaſon to be a Lamp and a Prop, tolight aud 
ſupport us as we walk through the Dark and Un- 
Ct: N certain 
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certain Wilderneſs of this Mortal Life ʒ not as an 


Ignis Fatuus to miſguide us, or a Reed of Egyyt, 
which deceives him that leans on it, and cauſes 
him to fall. He has ſquar'd our Faculties to 
the Works of Eternity. Our Native Ideas of 
Things are exact and true, till adulterated by 
the falſe Strokes of Education, Superſtition, and 
Foreign Error. Thus in my Infancy, I remem- 
ber, I cou'd not conceive any Limits to the Ex- 
tent of ſpace, nor any Beginning to the Age of 
the World. And I have retained the fame No- 
tion of Infinite and Eternal Matter ever ſince, 
even to theſe Grey Hairs. So of the Original of 
Mankind, I believe not the narrow and partial 
Genealogies of the Fews, who only ftrove to exalt 
Nations on Earth befides, 
For ought I know, there were as'many-Origi- 
nal Procoplaſts of Mortals, as there are different 
Nations, ſpeaking various Radical and Material 
Languages; "obeying ſeveral Forms of Govern- 
ment, and practiſing diſtinct Maxims and Prin- 
ciples. Or, it is poſſible, the Eaſt produced One 
fort of Men, the Weſt Another; whilſt the North 
and the South brought forth an equal Variety. 
W ho knows the Force of the Conftellations and 
Heavens above; or the hidden Virtues which ex- 
 hale from the Depths Below? Theſe may differ as 
the Climates do: And the firft Indigence of the 
Earth, might all be marF'd with the Various Aﬀe- 
Ttions, Pathons and Diſpoſitions ef Her then Com- 
mon Parent; even as Children are now-a-days ſtig- 
matiz'd with the Luſt of a teeming Mother. 
Oh that it were poſſible with Theſes to deſcend 
into the Bowels of this Globe, and come up alive 
and ſafe again! That we might dive into rhe 4- 
Hes below, and viſit the Caverns of perpetual 
Varkneſs! That we might creep along by the 
JJ 8 Root; 


themſelves and their own Lineage above all the 
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Roots of the ancient Mountains, or through the 

Channels of Mines, a Thouſand Miles beneath the 

Surface! There wou'd I ſeek for the Fountains of 
hidden Waters, which run to and fro in the Veins 
of the Earth; I wou'd find out the Subterranean 

Seas, Lakes, and Rivers, which feed our Upper 

Ocean with its Briny Floods. And perhaps there 
I ſhou'd diſcover the True Cauſe of the Flux and 

Reflux of the Sea, which has ſo puzzl'd all Philo- 

8 On | 

Tel me, Thou Sage of Sages, Can all the Foun- 
tains, Rivulets, mighty Channels, Lakes and Seas, 

which we ſee on the Superficies, be conſtantly ſup- 
ply'd only by Showers from Heaven, which in ſoms 
Places fall very ſparingly or not at all? Cou'd the 
conſtant Regular Tides and Ebbs be ſtill ma in- 
tain'd by the uncertain fickle Rains and Snows? 
Or is there not an Eternal Circulation of Waters 
thro* the various Hollowneſſes of the Earth? 

In a Mine at Bern in Switzerland, about 230 Years 
ago, there was found a whole Ship 50 Fathom 
deep, with all its Tackle, and the dead Bod ies of 
many Sea-Men: I ask, How that Ship came there? 

Who can give me an Account of the many 
Whirl-Pools, Forago's and Charybdis's, there are 
in divers Seas? There is one in the North of the 
World, not far from Moſcovy, Forty Miles in Com- 
paſs, which when the Tide comes in, ſwallows up 
all the Sea with an inſupportable Noiſe, above 
that of Thunder, with Ships, Fiſh, and whatſoever 
| elſe comes within that Fatal Stream; then at the 
Ebb it throws them up again with equal Fury. 

Doubtleſs, there are innumerable ſuch Devouring 
Jaws of the Earth, under the various Bottoms 
| of the Sea. And I will never trouble my (elf 
| any farther for the Solution of this Grand Scru- 
ple, which coſt the Stag yrite his Lifſme. 
| Venerable Sage, Tell me thy Opinion of th:ſe - 
„„ N 2 Things; 
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Things; for I could bring Inftances enough to 
write a Volume on this Subject. But I am brief 
with thee, who canſt not improve by any Thing 
I can ſay; who write this as one that begs Inſtru- 
Aion, and not to teach or inform an Oracle. 
of the Tear 1682. RT 9 7 
To the Kaimacham. 
TERE'S a Race of Infidels newly ſtarted in 
France; who, if they be let alone, may, for 
dught Iknow, in Time depopulate not only this 
Kingdom, but the whole Earth. A Society of 
Miſcreants, Sorcerers, Magicians, Witches, and! 
know not what. They ſecretly ſteal Children a- 
way from their Parents, and offer them in Sacri- 
fice to Dæmons. Their Blood they ſave to com- 
pound horrible Poiſons: and execrable Enchant- 
ments. The Bread of Paris and other Cities, is be- 
come like the Fruit of the Tree Zacon, which o- 
verſhadous the Center of Hell; full of deadly Ve- 
nom. The Fountains of once living and refreſh- 
ing Waters, are now tainted with the Contagion 
of Styx, Phlegetons, and Cocytus, There is no Safety 
in eating or drinking. Men chule to periſh by 
Hunger or Thirſt, rather than taſte the very 


— 


Fruits of the Earth. They undergo a Volunta- Þ 


ry Famine inthe midft of Infinite Plenty. And 
whilſt there is #n Affluence of all things, which 
uſe to ſupport our Mortal Life, People complain 


of Scarcity, and die for Want of wholeſome Food. 
In the mean While, no Body can tell the 
meaning of itz but a diligent Enquiry is made : 
Some are-arrefted on Suſpition, others are con- 
victed by undeniable Evidence, yet will con- 
feſs nothing: They prove em guilty in Mat- 


ter 
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ter of Fatt, and put em to more than the com- 
mon Tortures, but can extort not a Syllable from 
em, which ſhall diſcoyer their Accomplices, or re- 
veal the hottom Secret of this Nefandous Practice. 
Ariſe! Ariſe! Ariſe! Medea, Circe, Æſculapius, 
or ſome other Powers more expert in Nature's hid- 
den Force: Ariſe, Iſay, and prop the fainting 
Reliques of Humau Race. New Deaths invade 
the World: Men ſpeak, ſeem ſtout; they walk tlie 
Streets, are merry, brisk and gay; and yet in the 
Height of Laughter, down they drop and die. 
This is very ſtrange; but more ſo it is, that even 
after Death, when they are Cold, their Chaps 
remain ſtill diſtorted in the ſame Comical Fi- 

gure, not much unlike the Statue of the Satyr, 
which ſtands behind the Gate of the Womens A- 
inte eee iD 
I have indeed read of a Fruit, which whoſo- 
ever taſtes, will die Laughing: And of the Tor- 
edo, Which if any Man touch, though with a 
Staff or Pole in his Hand, immediately it benums _ 
him, and takes away his Senſe of Feeling: But 
I always afcrib'd theſe Stories to the Romantick 
Humour of Pliny, or at leaſt, of thoſe from whom 
he collected the pleaſant Paragraph of his Na- 
'tural Hiſtory. But, now I'm convinc'd, that *tis 
-poſfible theſe things may be true, 
In a Word, I tell the plainly, that were it not 
for honeft Eliachim the ew; poor Mabmuz muſt 
ſtarve himſelf, For, I wou'd rather die weeping, 
and famiſhing, deploring and lamenting the Mi- 
ſeries of Human Life, than paſs to Orcas in an Ar- 
| 'rificial Good Humour, only fram'd by the Force 
| of Poyſons and Charms; but Eliacbim and all the 
| Fewsareſingular in their Diet: Fhey take Care 
not to be polluted by Abominable Infidels: They. 
will not eat the Bread of the Chriſtians, nor taſte 
of their Fleſh. The * Maſes forbids it, and 
122. . 3 — IEF: 
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they are very curious in obſerving it: They have 
their Corn-Merchants, Millers, Bakers, Butchers, 
Poulterers, and Fiſh-mongers by themſelves; 
Their Fruiterers alſo, and ſuch as ſerve em with 
Water, Wine, or any other Beverage: They will 
not eaſily be cheated of their Lives, through the 
Complaiſance of what they call Good Nature: 
Neither French nor Dutch, Italians or Spaniards, 
ſhall impoſe upon them ; They eat and drink 
more nicely (I ſpeak of the better Sort) than 
the Infidel Kings of the Earth 
Herein lies my Safety amidſt the Common 
Danger: I never eat or drink of late; but at E- 
liachim's Houſe. For, I dare not; ſo well grounded 
are the Fears of Poyſon, in the Society of Naza- 
renes at this Time in Paris. ROSIE 3 
By the Godof my Fathers, and my God, I 
wou'd not willingly go down to. the Shades, in a 
Vehicle of Aia- mala, Xerim, or any other ſubtle 


Eaſtern Opiate. I'd rather fairly land the Fate of 


a Bullet, Dagger, Sword, or any Thing that with 


Candor threatæns us above- board. But, to be ſneak- 


ingly undermin'd, circumvented, ©. goes againſt 
the Grane, by the Wounds. of Mabomet, which he 
receiv'd before the Holy Flint. 
O Ali, Ali! This Oath brings thy Fame to my 
Remembrance, who durft ſtand againſt the Sword 
of Ali, when he was in his Wrath? Ali, the True 
Succeſſor of the Propf ee!!! 
Do not take me for a Mſilbaſchi, Heretick, Inſidel, 
&c. For, L am of an untainted Race, a True Belie- 
ver, a Muſſulman in all Senſes: But I hate Pha- 
naticiſm, and factious Bigotry: Tho' we hate the 
Perſians, and purſue em as Incorrigible Hereticks, 
ma we not love and honour the Caliph whom 
they follow ? So we are profeſs d Enemies to the 
Chriſtians, and yet we reverence Feſus the Son of 
| Mary, the Chriſtions Meſſias, " Ke 


Py 
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But to return to the French, the K ing has erected 
a Kind of Inquiſifion-Court, which is call'd the 
Chamber of Poyſons. Here all Perſons ſuſpected 
of theſe Diabolical Practiſes, are examin'd, and 
ut tothe Torture. Alſo Millers, Bakers,Butchers, 
ruiterers, Vintners, and other Trades which ſell 
any thing to eat or drink, are ſworn in this Cham- 
ber, and undergo a ſevere Scrutiny. So do all Phyſi- 
cians, Druggiſts, and Apothecar ies. Edits are dai- 
ly publiſh d, whereby all perſons pretending to à Spirit 
of Divination, &c. are commanded forthwith to depart 
the Kingdom, under the Penalty of Death. It is order d 
alſo, that whoſoever bas abus d any Sentence of the Writ- 
ten Law, in making of Enobantments, Spells, Charms, or any 
Thing beſide or beyond the Force of Nature, ſpall be ſeverely 
puniſb'd. The ſame Edict forbids all Uſe of Poyſons, 
unleſs they be ſuch as are Ingredients of wholeſome Me- 
dicines, and heip to compound thoſe Phyſical Preparations 
| whicb are . to conſerve the Life of Men. And that 
even theſe ſhall not be ſold to any Perſon wbatſoe ver, but 
only to thoſe who by their Art and Profeſſion are oblig'd 
to make uſe of them. Abundance of Care is taken 
both by the State and the Church, by Publick Ma- 
giſtrates and Private Perſons, to diſcover the Au- 
thors of theſe Inhuman Tragedies,and to prevent. 
the like for the Future. Every Man's Eye is upon 
his Neighbour,and they of the ſame Houſe are jea- 
lous one of another. The Father ſuſpects and nar- 
rowly watches the Motions of his Son, and the Me- 
ther will not truſt the Daughter of her Delight. 
Children are wary of their Parents, and one Bra- 
ther or Siſter dares not eat or drink any thing pre- 
par'd by another: Neither the Ties, nor even the 
Sacred Bonds of Friendſhip it ſelf, are ſufficient to 
conquer Mens Fears and Apprehenſions of being 
poyſon'd. 5 * 
In the mean while, the Inhabitants have felt a 
| terrible Blow from the French Arms. For, the 
„ . © Oh 
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King of France having receiv'd ſome Affront from 
thoſe Corſairs,gave Orders to the Sieur Du Queſne, 
Lieutenant General of his Naval Forces, to go 
and Bombard their City, which was perform d 
a ccordingly, in the Beginning of the gth Moon: 
And that Bold Warriour threw ſo many Bombs 
into the Town, that he ruin'd a conſiderable 
Part of it, overthrew the Principal Moſque, and 
killed many Thouſands of Men: Which obliged 
the Algerines to become humble Supplicants for 
Peace: And it was granted them on certain 
Conditions, advantagious enough for France. 
This Monarch is wholly addicted to War, in 
which alſo he is no leſs expert than he is in Mat- 
ters of State: And he loves to ſee his Subjects 
follow his Example. To this End, he has lately 
eftabliſh'd Two Seminaries; One in the Cittadel 
of Journay; the Other in that of Metz, where à 
certain Number of Cadets or Younger Brothers, 
who can prove themſelves deſcended of Noble 
Blood, are educated at the King's Charge, and 
taught the Method and Art of Fortifications, 
With other Exerciſes of Military Diſcipline. 
This is a great Encouragement to the Young 
Gentry and Nobles, and fills em with Glorious 
Emulations; every one being Ambitious to ex- 
cel another in theſe Heroick Arts. And the 
King will never want for able Soldiers, to ſerve 
him in any Station at Home or Abroad. 
Illuſtrious Katmacham, this is all the News I 
"can at preſent ſend thee. May God protect thee 
and all the True Faithful from the fly Attempts 
-of Magicians, Witches, and Poyſoners. As for 
me, I know not how long I ſhall eſcape their 
Snares. But I' be as cunning as I can. Sage 
Miniſter, Adieu. _ bY 


Paris, 4th. of the +th. Moo 2 9 vel . 
e the Tear 1682. a LET: 
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Shy ; LETTER XVI. Ms 
To Nathan Ben Saddi, « Jew-at Vieuns. 


Receiv'd a Diſpatch Yeſterday, fign'd with 
I thy Name; but not writ by thy own Hand, 
nor in thy accuſtom'd Style; and yet there is no 
mention made of Sickneſs, a broken Arm, or any 
other Misfortune which might hinder thee from 
penning it thy ſelf; which fills me with Abun- 
dance of Doubts and Scruples. If the Palſy, er 
any other Diſeaſe, has taken from thee the Uſe 
of thy Limbs, I hope it has not depriv'd thee of 
thy Reaſon. That Faculty wou'd have promp- 
ted thee to explain this Myſterious Way of Cor- 
reſpondence, by the ſame Hand which wrote the 
Letter. I know not what to think of it. Twas 
very odd, thus to leave me in the Dark, and thou 
canſt not blame me, if in this Obſcurity, I ſtum- 
ble upon Suſpicious Thoughts. I am not Jealous 
of thy Fidelity; though ſick a Conduct as this, | 
would make a Man fear the worft. But Irather 
apprehend the Effect of thy Credulity and Neg- 
ligence. In a word, I am afraid, left ſume pry- 
ing Buſy-body has got a Glimpſe of our Secret 
Buſineſs, and mutual Intelligence, and fo put 
this Trick upon me in ay Name, to ſee what 
Anſwer I will make; which they may think eaſy 
to do, by intercepting the Letters which are ad- 
dreſsd to thee by the Poſt, To prevent which, 
I fend this by a Private Meſſenger. We cannot 
be too cautions in ſuch Caſes; where one falſe 
_ftep 3 all, and lays our Deſigns open to the 
I conjure thee to be very plain and . 
in thy next; fatisfy me in all Things, For, I am 
very anxious at prefent 3 My Mind - * of 
. „ orns 
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Thorns and Briars: I ſhall not write to any of 
the Sublime Minifters, till I have thy Anſwer 
by the ſame Meſſenger I ſend. Therefore diſ- 
patch him with Expedition. = 
As to Count Tecli's Buſineſs, if this Informati- 
on be really thy own, and not ſent by ſome fly 
| Interloper ; I like the Project well enough; and 
will communicate it to the Grand Fiir, or the 
Kaimacham, witheut taking Notice of thy Over- 
ſight in putting me to this Fright and Trouble. 
The Count has a good Character among the 
French, who are no Friends to the Houſe of Au- 
ſtria, or Enemies to the Grand Signior. This is 
certain, New Spirits muſt be rais d, in the Room 
of thoſe who are taken away. For, Conſpira- 
cies of this Nature muſt not be given over, upon 
every Diſcouragement. Care muſt be taken, that 
the Hungarian Faction be conſtantly ſupply'd 
with freſh and active Heads, like the Zydra, as 
faſt as the Old. Ones are cut off, And Iknow 
not where they could have pitch'd-upon a more 
likely Man than Count Jecli: He comes of a 
good Parentage, and his. Anceſtors were all a- 
long Patriots, and Sticklers for their Country 
_ Liberties. They-ever oppos'd the Tyrannous 
Encroachments of the Houſe of Auſtria. 
Carcoa's Journal relates many remarkable Paſ- 
ſages of the Tecli's; whoſe Caſtle, he ſays, was 
the uſual Rendezyouz of all the Malecontent | 
Lords in thoſe Parts, who were weary of the 
German Yoke. There they caball'd and held their 
Private Conſults: There they hatch'd their Plots 
aga inſt the Emperour. I read this Journal daily, 
finding no ſmall Pleaſure in it, and Abundance 
of Profit. For, it contains Select Memoirs of di- 
vers curious Tranſactions and. Events, that hap- 
pend both in Publick and Private during his Re- 
 Uidence at Views. And I take the * on 
2 5 1 ight 
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light in Reading him, becauſe his Style is very 
ſhort, yet comprehenſive; familiar alſo and free 
without Impertinences or Soleciſms: He gives 
one not the Fatigue of dwelling long upon à Pe- 
riod, to hammer out the Senſe of Attentive Study. 
But he conches his Words like a Train of Gun- 
powder, which is no ſooner lighted at one End, 
but in an Inſtant the other catches the Flame: 
So you can hardly caft your Eyes on Three 
Words at the Beginning of a Paragraph or Sen- 

_ tence in Carcoz's Journal, but you anticipate his 
Scope in all the Reſt. This argues a great Sere- 
nity of Spirit in the Author; and an Elegance 
not to be met with, but ina Mind void of Clouds. 
| Beſides, he relates no Trivial Matters, or Tales 
fit only for Women and Boys: But he treats al- 
together of Weighty and Important Affairs; In- 
triegues of State; Remarkable Strokes of War; 
Subtle Overtures of Peace: Which he graceful- 
ly intermixes with Parallels of Hiſtory; with 
1 and Deſcriptions of Countries and 
their Inhabitants: And finally, with Philoſophi- 
cal, Moral and Political Remarks; All very 
agreeable and pleaſant, _ : =D 
Nathan, I counſel thee to imitate his Example, 
and leave ſome Memorial behind thee of thy In- 
duftry and Virtue. To this End apply thy ſelf at 
Spare Hours to reading, but be ſure uſe Caution 
in the Choice of Books; elſe tis but Time miſ- 


ſpent. Be curious in Searching out the moſt ex- 


_ cellent Treatiſes: For vain and trifling Subjects, 
are fit only for the Fire. Have a ſpecial Regard 
to the Credit of ſuch Hiſtorians as fall in your 
May; beſtow not a Moment on thoſe that are 
not Authentick; leſt Old Time call thee to an 
Account for the Waſte. Then accuſtom thy 
Pen to make Epitomes, Abftratts and Collecti- 
ons out. of what thou readeſt, and learn to be 
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nice and cleanly in thy Language: A ſqualid 


Style turns the Stomach of a Reader; whereas 
Polite Expreſſions, whet his Appetite, and cauſe 


kim to — whole Volumes with a Guſt. 


After all, I bid thee farewell, and adviſt the 
not to negle@ the Grand —— 8 e i 


| mind the main Chance. i 
Paris, , 5eh. of the 3th. Moon, 


1 Near er 
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To the Kaimacham. 


7 WIS 0 r We „ 7 „ 


1 Shall now acquaint thee with an Actidynt, 


which extremely ſurpriz d me, when I firft 
heard of it, and has ſtill left me in Con fuſion. A- 
bout Seven Weeks are paſt ſince 1 receiv d a Let- 


15 ter, dated as from Vienna; which Nathan Ben Sad- 


di ſabſcrib'd, but l preſently perceiv'd it was not 
His own Hand-writing; which made me yery un- 


- eaſy and full of Careful Thoughts. For, it con- 
tain'd Matters of Importance, Secrets of the Hun- 


rian League, with a Particular Project relating 


do Count Tecli,' a great Lord in that ountry. 


Tconfider'd, that if the Letter were writ with 
"Nathan's Knowledge, and by his Order; he cou'd 


not de ſo forgetful, as not to bid the Scribe, ho- 


ever he was, giveme an Account of the Reaſons 


which hindred him from Writing to me himſelf. 


For, he muſt needs imagine, I ſhould be crou- 


bled, and in no ſmall Aſtoniſhment, to find Mat- 
ters of that dangerous Conſequence, addreſsd to 
me in an unknown Hand, under his Name. Or 


elſe 1 thought, he took me for a Man that made 
no * on things, I knew not well what. 
| to 


to conclude, amidſt ſo many probable Uncertain- 
However, I was reſolv d to act more ſecurely, 


and with greater Caution on my Side, in Order 


to a Right Infor mation in this x by Where- 
fore, not daring to truſt the Poſts, I diſpatch'd 


away a Private Courier to Vienna, One in whom 
L can confide, with ample Inſtructions, and a 
Letter to Nathan Ben Saddi: Wherein, among o- 

ther Things, I deſir'd him to tell me the Mean- 


ing of this Conduct. 


My Meſſenger is honefily and ſafely returned 
again to Paris, but no Nathan Ben Saddi to be 


heard of. All the Account he could learn of him, 
was, that about Eight Weeks ago he went out 
of his Houſe, with a Stranger, who pretended 


Buſineſs with him at the Burſe or Exchange: 


But neither he nor the Stranger have been ſeen 


or heard of ſince; only they ſaid, that a Day or 
Two after Nathan was milling, there was the 
dead Body of a Man floating in an Eddy of the 


Davube, hard by the Bridge; but the Face was 


lo mangled and disfigured with Wounds and 


Slaſhes, that it was impoſſible for any to diſtin- 


guiſh, or diſcern who it was. Yet, Nathan's 


Friends were apt to ſuſpect it was he himſelf, 


and that he had been privately murder'd, and 


afterwards thrown into the River. 


| This is the Subſtance of what my Meſſenger. 


= 


* 


{ could learn of him: And he was forc'd. touſe 
Abundance of Caution in Enquiring ſo far; left 
by being leſs reſerv'd, he might have brought 


himſelf into Trouble, run the Hazard of being 


put to the Torture, and diſcovering what I en- 


truſted him with, beſides other Inconveniences. 


Praiſe be to God, he eſcaped all Scrutiny, and 


js come hack ſafe with my Letter. But what is 


become of that Few, God knows. Perhaps ſome 
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278 Letters Writ by Vol. VIII. 
of his own Nation have made him away private 
Ip, to prevent his turning Muſſulman: For, he 

was unſettled in his Religion; and if amid ſt his 
_ waverings, he ſeem'd to have any Particular 
Buyaſs, ſtronger than Ordinary, it was that which 


1 5 inclin'd him to the Faith of True Believers. And 


if he periſh'd on this Account, we ought to e- 
ſteem him as a Martyr of God and his Prophet. 


But, I muſt confeſs, I' that well knew the Shal- 


lowneſs and Inconftancy of Nathan's Temper, with 
the Superſtitious Attach which he ever had for 
his Rabbi's, have hardly Faith or Charity enough 
to believe, his Zeal for the Alcoran would carry 


him to Martyrdom. Neither can I forbear think- 


ing, there is ſomething worſe in it. 


But all this which ſeems ſo ſtrange to me, may 


be well known to the Miniſters of the Auguſt Port, 
by whoſe Order perhaps he has receiv'd a Secret 


Deatli, as a Chaſtiſement of ſome Crimes they 


have found him guilty of; and which they cou'd 


not Infli& openly in a Country of Enemies and 


Infidels. Or, it may be, he has privately with- 


drawn himſelf, to prevent ſuch a Puniſhment ; 


being conſcious that he deſery'd it. Be it how it 


pleaſes God, and my Superiours, I humbly crave 


Advice and Inſtructions about the Ordering my 


Bills and other Matters. Sage Kaimacham, Adieu. | 


Paris, 6th. of the 11th. Moon, 5 
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LETTER XVIIL 
To Dgnet Oglou. 


1 comes to thy Hands by the ſame Poſt with 
one to the Raimacham; therefore I pray thee 
be quick in executing the Contents of it. I have 
not One Friend in the Serail whom I dare truſt 
with ſuch a Secret: Thou art my only Refuge at 
a ſuncture which requires Fidelity, Prudence, 
and a dexterous Conduct in diving and ſearching 
into a certain Myſtery, which, for ought I know, 


may concern my Life. + 
Io tell thee in ſhort, Nathan Ben Saddt, the 


# 


Sultan's Agent Incognito at Vienna, a Tew by De- 
yy ave Religion, is, I fear, privately murder'd 
by ſome Order from the Divan. But, for what 
Reaſons I know not, unleſs it were in Comply- 
ance with the Old Maxims of the Sublime Port, 
which ſeldom ſuffer any Slave to go to his Se- 


!  pulchrein Peace, who has ſerv'd the Grand Sig- 


nior many Years in any eminent Station. He 
has been miſsd at Vienna theſe Eight Weeks, and 


within a Day or two after his Firſt Abſence the 


Body of a Dead Man was found floating on the 
Danube, but ſo disfigur'd with Wounds, as it 
could not poſſibly be known who he was; which 
gives me the greater Suſpicion that it was he. 
And if ſo, I may expect to be ſerv'd ſo my ſelf 


ina little Time. For my Turn is next. 


Therefore, if thou haſt any Love or Friendſhip 


for me, be watchful on my Behalf: Attend the 


Whiſpers of the Court, and obſerve the Lan- 
guage of thoſe who diſcourſe with their Fingers 
Ends. The Caſt of the Eye many Times diſco- 
vers the ſecret Sentiments of the Heart: So does 
a Shrug of the Shoulder, a Pout of the Lip, or 1 
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280 Letter: Mrit by Vol. VIII. 
other Artificial Geſture. They are all Significant 
and Expreſſive of what Affections and Thoughts 
we harbour within. Thou know'ft how to act 
the Mute upon Occaſion, as well as any in the 
Seraill. I conjure thee to uſe great Dexterity, 
and no leſs Expedition in-unravelling this Secret. 
Feign to know ſomething more than thou doft, 
that ſo thou may ſt really learn what I would 
have thee know concerning Nuhan's Fate, and 
mine too, if poſſible. Let no cold Indifference 
make thee neglect this due Care of thy Friend's 
Intereſt and Life. We were born to ſerve one 
another with mutual Zeal and Fidelity. The 
good Offices thou doſt me, are but lent to be re- 
pay d again with others, whenever Opportunity 
preſents it ſelf. . But theſe Arguments are ſuper- 
 fluous, thou needeſt no Spurs to do a Generous: 
Action. I know thou loveſt me, and wilt be a- 
_ Eve at this Juncture on my Account. 
In full and entire Confidence of this, I take my 
Repoſe under the Shadow of the Divine Mercy; 
begging of God, to afford thee a Shelter in Time 
of Peril; and that when thou and have wea- 
ther'd all the Tempeſts of this Mortal Life, we 
may Triumphantly enter the Port of Paradiſe, 
and enjoy one another in Eternal F elicit. 


